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Our Principals’ Perspectives
It’s the second semester of the 2018-2019 school
year! Report cards have been sent and Parent-Teacher Conferences are being scheduled for February 18. Please be
sure to call us at (724) 463-8568 to schedule your conferences with your child’s teachers.
On January 28, District Attorney Mr. Patrick Dougherty and
Ms. Haley McCoy of the Armstrong-Indiana-Clarion Drug
and Alcohol Commission led assemblies for our students
during the daytime and one for our parents and community
members that same evening. The topics included the misuse of cellphones and social media, the dangers of vaping,
and more! The intention behind these assemblies is to educate both our students and our community as a whole so that
all people are able to make healthy choices for themselves
and for others.

The Indiana Area School District, IUP, and others have
collaborated to create a FREE Safety and Security Symposium to be held March 15, at the KCAC. Please see the district website for additional information including how to
register for this important event! Please call or email the
school whenever we can be of service.
Sincerely,

Dr. Michael Minnick

Parent-Teacher Conferences are
Monday, February 18.
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Please call 724-463-9718 to schedule.

Jr. Highlights

Dear Junior High Families and Community Members,
Beginning this message with gratitude is fitting as I look
back on the first half of the year and the incredible support
our families and community members have given us so that
we can serve our students every day. Parents, you have
helped us every step of the way by answering phone calls,
celebrating Character Counts, meeting with your child’s
team to problem solve and to learn, and finally, by being
the role models. We are thankful for you and your partnership with Indiana Junior High School!
Speaking of partnerships, we always appreciate speaking
with you and also sharing GREAT news with you through
our Character Counts program! To date, we have called
nearly 60 parents to celebrate character counts. Character is
all about what people do when they believe no one is
watching. We have received close to 100 Character Counts
referrals during the 2018-2019 school year! We announce
the students that are referred for Character Counts during
our morning announcements. When students hear their
name called, they are able to meet us in the office to celebrate the great news! We always provide the option to call
home to share the great news with you as well.
Mrs. Michelle Hill and Mrs. Debbie Graham chose really cool prizes for students that earn Character
Counts. They demonstrate enjoyment as we give them a
token of our appreciation. Thank you, again, for supporting
this initiative by being active participants! This is one of
our favorite things to do and we believe the students are
loving it too.
Finally, if you have any questions, comments, or concerns
could you please contact us? We appreciate talking with
you, receiving feedback, and also connecting. You are the
most important people in our students’ lives. We truly value getting to know you better and learning even more effective ways to serve your children.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Krista Sevajian
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Guidance Office News

News from the Nurse
Attention 7th Grade Parents. The Pennsylvania School
Health law requires a dental examination for each student in
the 7th grade. This grade is selected because it represents a
critical period of growth and development in your child’s
life. Dr. Scott Dills, School Dentist, will be at the Indiana
Junior High School on Tuesday, February 26, to perform these state mandated examinations. Dental for ms
are being sent home to students who have not returned a
dental examination form.
You may return the dental form completed by your family dentist or you may sign the waiver declining this
FREE exam. The school dental examination is mer ely a
screening. No work will be provided at this time. A note
will be sent home if your child requires a more thorough
examination by a dentist.

Career Exploration - Grade 6
The school counselors are conducting a career exploration lesson with all 6th grade students in January during their Computer
Concepts class. Students will learn about John Holland’s career
theory which identifies six personality types. Students will be
able to define each personality type and identify careers within
each type. Students will have access to pacareerzone.org to
gather basic facts on careers of their choice. We encourage parents to have discussions with their child about these lessons.
Families can also access the information through the Google
Classroom – Career Artifacts - Class of 2025. Please contact
either Mrs. Erica Aiken or Ms. Cori Anderson if you have
any questions.

Scheduling for 2019-2020
Scheduling for all junior high students will take place in the
science classrooms during the month of February. The students
will bring home a scheduling sheet of courses to take in 20192020.
6th grade students – Thursday, February 21st
7th grade students – Wednesday, February 20th
8th grade students – Thursday, February 7th

Attention 6th Grade Parents. Beginning J uly 1, 2017,
the state of Pennsylvania implemented new school immunization regulations. The School Health Code, 28 Pa.CODE
CH.23, requires additional immunizations for students and
eliminates the eight month provisional enrollment status.

All students entering the 7th grade are required to have 1
dose of the meningococcal conjugate (MCV) and 1 dose of
the tetanus, diphtheria, and acellular pertussis (Tdap).
Students in all grade levels must have 1 dose of Polio on or
after their 4th birthday.
This change requires students entering 7th grade to have
these vaccines in order to attend the first day of school in
the 2019-20 school year.
If medically inappropriate to receive immunizations, a medical certificate/plan signed by a physician is required. This
provides the scheduling plan for the remaining dose(s).
Letters will be mailed home in the final report card of students not having documentation at school of receiving these
immunizations. If any questions or concerns please call or
email Brenda Pearce, Junior High School Nurse,
(724) 463-8568 or bpearce@iasd.cc.

In addition, senior high school counselors will be available to
our 8th grade students on February 27th and 28th for questions
related to their schedule.
Incoming 9th Grade Parent Orientation
Senior high school orientation for parents of current 8th grade
students will be held on Thursday, February 7th at 7:00 p.m. at
the senior high school auditorium. Parents/guardians of current
8th grade students will be provided with an overview of the senior high curriculum, activities, and procedures.
Indiana County Technology Center (ICTC) Open House
An Open House is being held on Thursday, February 28, 2019,
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the ICTC. On that evening,
students in grades 5-8 will be able to participate in a scavenger
hunt throughout ICTC to learn more about the 15 program areas. All instructors will be present to answer questions and describe their program. What a great way to expose your child to
the world of work! See the flyer on page 7 for more information.

Please note, these requirements allow for the following exemptions: medical reason, religious belief, or philosophical/
strong moral or ethical conviction.
Dental examinations ar e r equir ed for students
entering 7th grade. Be sure to watch for the necessary dental form that will be included in the final
report card for the year.
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STUCO News

I Love IJHS Day

Contributing writer Olivia Keith updates us about the
projects of STUCO.

In the Spotlight

Abbie Huey is a dedicated member in student
council and works each day making homeroom run
smoothly. She is a very energetic student who works
quickly and efficiently. She is a motivational team
member using Google classroom to encourage STUCO, organizing, and keeping track of each STUCO
member. She is a huge asset to the STUCO team, and
always comes in with a smile.
Wesley Bennett joined student council just this
year, and has already become an important part of its
team. His ability to take initiative and his good work
ethic sets Wesley apart. Recently Wesley interviewed
many Indiana Area Junior. High students and faculty
to find out what they love about IJHS. He compiled a
motivational video that will be shown on February 14.
James Mill has put endless hour s into Student
Council, and especially, You Pick You Day. You
Pick You Day has been his initiative from the beginning of the school year, and was the focus of his vice
presidential campaign. He has been dedicated to helping this event run smoothly. His “Why” in STUCO is
making sure every IJHS student has a purpose and
feels connected to IJHS.

Box Tops for Education
Please remember to send in box tops! Top students
who bring in box tops will be able to participate in
dodgeball, pie a teacher, TP a staff member, or win a
prize as part of our February 14 Pep Rally. Box top
money also helps students who cannot afford the DC
field trip. Each year, our 6th and 7th grade students
vote on what they the remaining money from collections is used for.
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“I love IJ HS” day is coming up ver y soon. This is a day for
all the faculty and students to remember and remind each other why we love the Indiana Junior High School. The student
council has put an endless amount of hours into making this
day run smoothly and calmly. It is on February 14, and consists of four parts in the day. The first part is a video created
by Wesley Bennett called “Why We Love IJ HS.” Second is
a Pep Rally focusing on all the wonderful parts that make
IJHS. Awards will be given, games will be played, motivational speeches are sure to encourage everyone. Mix Master
Mike will be helping. Emma Massengale planned the Pep
Rally. Students will also participate in clubs. Lastly, You
Pick You Day allows students to pick an activity in the school
or community. Activities include everything from ice-skating
and bowling to rock climbing and yoga. This part was planned
by James Mill. I Love IJHS Day is for everyone! It has offered many leadership and team building activities for STUCO, as well as, helping every person feel connected to Indiana
and IJHS.

STUCO Explores StrengthFinder
We have been focusing on stress management and team building in STUCO. Picking your team wisely can help projects
run smoothly and to its top potential. STUCO has been using
StrengthFinder from Gallup to build teams. In the following
activity, students used random teams to build the highest and
strongest tower from spaghetti and marshmallows. After we
discussed what strengths were on each team. Students then
brainstormed what added strengths would have helped the
team be stronger.

Proud winners of the spaghetti & marshmallow tower competition include
(L to R): Melissa Spohn, Julia Runge, Charles Weber,
Lia McAnulty, Emily Madey, and Tori Manzek.

At the next club meeting, students made posters on each of
their strengths for their lockers. Picking teams to work with
can be made by assessing each students strengths. By building students confidence and purpose with strengths IJHS is
even stronger.
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IASD Orchestra Program News
Welcome to the New Year in the IASD
orchestra program! We have great opportunities in store for our string players this
winter. On Thursday, January 10, a delegation of IHS string students traveled to Erie,
PA for the annual District 2, 3, 5
Orchestra Festival. At this festival, the students competed for chair placement which will enable
some to advance to February’s Western Region State Orchestra in Hollidaysburg.
Our Senior High orchestra is preparing for the mid-winter
concert, to be held with the choral program on Wednesday,
February 6. This concer t will featur e film and video
game music. The popularity and classical nature of film
and video music has greatly increased, and we are staying
on board with this trend in orchestral music.
Senior High Orchestra students will also be auditioning for
the pit orchestra, which will accompany the annual Senior
High musical theater production. This year the musical is
Once Upon a Mattress. The Junior High Orchestra is
working on challenging literature for the May concert, including Haydn’s Symphony 94 in G and Matt Turner’s
rhythmically tricky work, Eastside Boogaloo. The District
Elementary Orchestra continues to meet before school every Wednesday. We are welcoming new members and
working to improve improvisational and reading skills.
In our school orchestra program, we work closely with our
IASD-approved string curriculum, which was developed in
conjunction with the standards established by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and the guidelines of the
American String Teachers Association.
Please be sure to check out our IASD strings website (see
the link to the right). This is the primary source for information on each of our string orchestras. Parents and students need only look in one location for information and
updates from our school orchestra program. The Indie
Strings Twitter feed will continue to function as an outreach to the larger string community.
Daily practice and lessons are a critical component to
growing as musicians. Many of our string students are
studying privately in the community: through the IUP
String Project, with local string teachers, and with teachers
in Greensburg and Pittsburgh. Please continue to encourage your child to practice daily and attend lessons, either in
school or outside of our school community.

Upcoming dates:
February 6, Wednesday. Senior High Or chestr a
and Choral Concert, 7:30 p.m. (Call time is
7:00 p.m.).
February 21 – 23, Thursday—Saturday. Western
Region State Orchestra in Hollidaysburg.
April 3 – 6, Wednesday—Saturday. PMEA State
Conference and All-State Orchestra in Pittsburgh.
May 6, Monday. Senior High Spring Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m. (Call time is 7:00 p.m.).
May 7, Tuesday. Junior High and Elementary Spring
Orchestra Concert, 7:00 p.m. (Call time 6:30 p.m.).
June 5, Wednesday. Commencement. Orchestra (SH
and some JH) 5:00 – 9:30 p.m., at KCAC.
Email: jlaird@iasd.cc
IASD Orchestra website:
https://sites.google.com/iasd.cc/iasdorchestras/home
Twitter: @IndieStrings

After School Math
The second semester of After School Math
began January 22, but it is never too late to get
a registration form. Have your child ask his/her math teacher
or see Mrs. Jacquie Gentile in Room 306. Fr om 2:45-4:15
p.m., students are given homework help and additional practice
on areas of deficiency or on areas on topics their teachers designate. Water and a snack is provided.

Vocal Ensemble
The following students have been selected for
the Spring 2019 Vocal Ensemble. Please note
that specific parts may be adjusted based on personal preference and the needs of the ensemble. Congratulations!
Soprano
Autumn Boldin
Shannon Filipovich
Elizabeth Flanders
Olivia Keith
Jenna McLaine
Addison Sexton
Emma Sheeran
Olivia Smathers

Attending an Activity at IJHS?
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans
with Disabilities Act and need assistance at an event, please
make your needs known to the main office in advance.
Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate you.
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Alto
Audrea Barbara
Alli Birge
Maura Knepper
Rowan Lemmon
Olivia Olmstead
Emily Sands
Kamryn Snyder
Coco Stanley
Nevaeh Stiffey
Emily Teacher

Baritone
Brandon Gardner
Sean Kelly
Conner Rolph
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The Bard’s Back March 9 and 10!

Romeo & Harriet Cast List
Romeo and Harriet is a comic parody of Romeo and Juliet
with a modern twist--and a happy ending! Performances are
March 9 and 10.

The IJHS Drama Club will present Romeo and Harriet, a hilarious musical spoof that puts the “shake” in Shakespeare! The
performances are Saturday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday,
March 10, at 2 p.m.; tickets ar e $5.
With the help of a pair of Prologues (Connor Rohlf and Stella
Rummel) and a gr oup of quar r eling chor us member s — Oregano (Elizabeth Flanders), Carpaccio (Joy Christian), Risotto
(Delia Salser), Pr osciutto (Morgan Adamson), Antipasto
(Olivia
Burkart),
Pesto
(Gabi
Young),
Mayo (Grace Bowersox), and Romano (Ellie Waddin) — we
get a deliciously funny spoof of Romeo and Juliet.
Instead of Verona, the show is set in modern-day New York City,
where clerks of the swanky Montague’s Department Store (Ben
Froud, Sean Kelly, Will Berzonsky, Tristan Redinger, Xavier
Ferguson, Christian Jablunovsky )and the second-rate Capulet’s Discount Mart (Brandon Gardner, Christian Brown,
Izaak Bloch, Logan Marshall, and Andrew Grim) meet in the
street to trade insults. Naturally, the heirs to these two retail empires, Romeo (Henry Rummel) and Harriet (Fiona McQuaide),
fall in love, but this time there’s a happy ending! A fun, eclectic
collection of musical numbers underscores all this hilarity, including a number in iambic pentameter! It would be a real tragedy to miss out on this one!
Other cast members are Jaiden Myers (Louis/Friar Laurence),
Adam Cowburn (Capulet), Emilee Fields (Lady Capulet),
Joey Baunoch (Tybalt), Sophie Runge (Nur se), Bryan
Todhunter (Montague), Caroline Porter (Lady Montague),
Brennon Huff (Office Escalus), Olivia Seo (Gucci),
Chloe Williams (Ver sace), Luca Cosentino (Shylock) and
Landon Spaid (Max).
Our own “pitlings” are Emma Grim (Piano), Liam McFarlane
(Drums), Carter Bohn (Percussion), Lee Rosenberger (Tuba),
Jenna McLaine (Tr ombone), James Richburg (Tr ombone),
Alvin Liu (Tr umpet), Marina Conjelko (Tr umpet),
Tori Manzek (Tr umpet), Julia Runge (Flute/Recor der , Olivia
Smathers (Flute/Recor der ), Maura Knepper (Tenor Saxophone), Michael Voorhies (Baritone Saxophone) and Nadia
Goodyear (Alto Saxophone).
Behind the curtain, the tech crew features Catie Akers, Paige
Broadbent, Daniel Carpenter, Abbie DeSalvo, Marquita Dixon, Moniqua Dixon, Mashayla Dlugos, Ella Fleming, Aubrey
Helman, Abigail Jozefowicz, Rowan Lemmon, Ashlyn Lydic,
Marilyn Mazey, Ivy Stocks, Mary Todhunter, Lizzy Villa,
Isaac Wadding, and Trinity Williams.
The musical is directed by Ms. Robyn Bailey Orchard with the
support of Mr. Marty Christian (vocal dir ector ), Mrs. Cindy
Cline (chor eogr aphy), Dr. Jason Rummel (pit dir ector ), and
Miss Tegan McCune (tech dir ector ).
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Connor Rohlf ................................... Prologue 1
Stella Rummel .................................. Prologue 2
Elizabeth Flanders .............................. Oregano
Joy Christian ..................................... Carpaccio
Delia Salser .............................................Risotto
Morgan Adamson ............................. Prosciutto
Olivia Burkhart .................................Antipasto
Gabi Young .............................................. Pesto
Grace Bowersox ....................................... Mayo
Ellie Wadding ......................................Romano
Jaiden Myers ..................................... Loui/Friar
Adam Cowburn ........................... Lord Capulet
Emilee Fields ................................Lady Capulet
Fiona McQuaide .................................... Harriet
Joey Baunoch .......................................... Tybalt
Brandon Gardner .............................. Petruccio
Christian Brown ....................................... Peter
Izaak Bloch ........................................... Samson
Logan Marshall.................................... Gregory
Andrew Grim ............................................. Bob
Sophie Runge ...........................................Nurse
Bryan Todhunter ..................... Lord Montague
Caroline Porter ........................ Lady Montague
Henry Rummel ......................................Romeo
Ben Froud........................................... Benvolio
Sean Kelly ........................................... Abraham
Will Berzonsky ................................... Balthasar
Tristan Redinger .................................Mercutio
Xavier Ferguson ....................................... Nick
Christian Jablunovsky .......................... Vinnie
Brennon Huff ........................................ Escalus
Olivia Seo..................................................Gucci
Chloe Williams ..................................... Versace
Luca Consentino .................................. Shylock
Landon Spaid ............................................. Max

Please Make a Note!
Snow Make-up Day
March 18
School is in session.
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Save the Date…
“Shine your Smile Day” is coming!
Indiana Junior High is hosting Smile Pr ogr ams...the mobile dentists on Monday, April 29.

We have invited the Smile Programs…the mobile dentists to coordinate on-site dental
care at our school because we know of how important taking care of your children’s teeth
is to keeping them healthy. Best of all, your child can receive dental care at NO COST TO
YOU, as Medicaid, CHIP and most other insur ances cover 100% of prevention
treatment.
Tooth decay is the most common chronic and infectious disease among children. In addition, kids with
oral disease can suffer with pain and difficulty eating.
The dental team will set up a mini-dental office in
our building and provide dental services for all children who return completed forms.
Dental services can be provided to families who
need financial assistance, and there are subsidized
fees for those who choose to pay for preventive
care.
The Smile Programs has been servicing schools, and creating healthy smiles, for over
18 years. All dentists are state licensed and will conduct a complete dental exam.
Signing up your children to see the mobile dental team is an easy way for them to get
necessary dental care. If you want your child to see the dentist on “Shine Your Smile
Day,” just fill out the permission slip and return it to the school. Permission slips will be
sent home soon. If you have any questions or need permission slip please call the
school nurse at (724) 463-8568.
You can learn more about Smile Programs...the mobile dentists by going to
www.mobiledentists.com and watching the short video about the dental care program.

Form 016
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Act 80 Day
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Note: Days are subject to change.
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