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Double Trouble!
~Prisha Patel, Staff Writer
“Being a twin is like being born with a best friend.” -Tricia Marrapodi. Did you know that as of 2013,
twins accounted for about three in one hundred births in the U.S.A.? Well, considering we have 282 eighth
grade students, our eight pairs of eighth grade twins easily beat that statistic! The twins include Alex and
Zach Casagrande, Megan and Brandon Ciccone, Leyton and Ellie DeMeo, Alexis and McKenna Eupizi, Lia
and Hailey Lammers, Rocco and Vincent Morales, Sophia and Max Potrzeba, and Nathaniel and David Sung.
Although most people have a specific idea about twins, the truth is that they are very different than most
people think. As a young kid, many children hear stories of twin telepathy. When asked about twin telepathy
Nathaniel Sung said that he thinks there may be something to it. Furthermore, the Sung twins enjoy their
connectedness. Brandon Ciccone and Megan Ciccone, on the other hand, had differentiating thoughts on the
matter. Brandon stated, “No, other than us both wanting spaghetti, one time I do not think that twin telepathy is
real.” Megan Ciccone agreed wholeheartedly.
Something that people also may not be aware of is that not all twins are identical. For example, neither
the Potrzeba, Ciccone, nor DeMeo twins are identical, as the pairs are not the same gender. But, even if they
are not the same gender, some twins are fraternal. You may have noticed that the Morales, Sung, and
Lammers twins don’t look exactly alike. It also seems that not all twins are exactly alike in personalities either.
Most people seem to think that twins are exactly alike whether it comes to looks or personality. This
may be true with the appearances of the Eupizi twins, but the truth is that they are in fact different in some
ways. The Sung twins say that although they are very close, they do in fact have differing interests, and would
in fact like to go to different colleges in the future. To add on, the Morales twins both are in the same friend
group and have similar interests, but they do fight like normal siblings would over differing views. However,
twins like the Lammers and Eupizi have similar interests. Lia Lammers went as far as to say that, “We both
play the same sports, softball, and volleyball. And we are both on the same sports teams.” When asked Lia
wouldn’t expose whether she or Hailey was more competitive, just saying that they are both competitive.
To conclude, no two people are alike, even twins. Many of them are very close but have differing
views for their future. It seems that the stereotype for twins is actually incorrect. Next time you see a pair of
our many eighth grade twins, remember not to judge a book by its cover even if they look alike.
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The Meads Mill Family
“Each of us is a unique strand in the intricate web of life and here to make a contribution.”
― Deepak Chopra

We have a wonderful staff here at Meads Mill, and Mrs. McGuffin is a part of it! For
those who do not know, Mrs. McGuffin is a sixth grade science teacher. She is very experienced, as she has
been teaching for twenty one years. She came to Meads
Mill fourteen years ago and has helped countless students
since then. Mrs. McGuffin loves kids, which is why she
started teaching. She has three of her own that are all
grown up and married. She also has three grandkids and is
expecting two more. Mrs. McGuffin’s favorite part of
being a teacher here at Meads is the moment her students
finally have a revelation and understand the material.
She grew up in Walled Lake with one older sister.
Now she lives on a small farm with her husband, Cash. She
has many animals that she loves taking care of. Mrs.
Mrs. Anderson with her husband, Ben
McGuffin has a horse, eight goats, seven chickens, three
ducks, two dogs, two cats, and all of the animals she keeps
Mr. and Mrs. McGuffin and family
in her classroom. When she is not here at school she enjoys
farming, gardening, reading, and swimming. Mrs. McGuffin graduated from the University of Michigan with
a science/education major and a math minor. This made her a huge Michigan fan and she enjoys watching
Michigan football. Mrs. McGuffin’s parents were her major role models. They were both teachers like her,
and they helped her become the wonderful person she is today. On her bucket list are to visit various
destinations in Europe and the United States, especially the Grand Canyon. The breathtaking views entice her!
As a teacher, a quote she likes to tell her students is, “Whether you think you can or can’t, you are right.
You’re capable of anything you want to do.”
~Casey Leonard, Staff Writer

If you walk down to the A-pod after school, you may
have the opportunity to meet Mr. Chris, the heart and soul of
Club Mid. Four years ago, Chris Weaks joined the Meads Mill
family and never looked back. Club Mid is an after-school program designed for students who cannot be picked up immediately
after school. At Club Mid, Mr. Chris provides homework
assistance, arts and crafts, and cooking, all in a fun and friendly
environment. One of his favorite dishes to whip up is the guacamole bar, with avocados, limes, and chips galore!
Mr. Chris grew up in Southgate, Michigan, but his middle
school bears no resemblance to Meads Mill. His middle school
Mr. Weaks and his wife, Gloria
was larger and didn’t have such a friendly atmosphere. He works hard to
make Club Mid a welcoming place. Although he enjoys his job, if he could pursue the career of his choice, he
would work as a forest ranger. Mr. Chris loves connecting with nature. In fact, his favorite family vacation
was a camping retreat, but his dream vacation is to take a trip to Alaska with his family. His family consists of
Gloria his wife, Gus his son, Madeline his daughter, along with their lovable dog, Champ.
Mr. Chris worked many other jobs before working at Club Mid, such as an airport baggage handler, an
employee at a bait and tackle shop, and a position in the navy. He enjoys countless hobbies, such as canoeing,
collecting driftwood, and fishing. His favorite part of the job is undoubtedly working with kids. Mr. Chris
enjoys it when the students work together, laugh and have a blast. His values that he imparts with confidence
to his students include common respect, patience, and kindness. A favorite quote he likes to keep in mind is,
“You can choose to speak kind, harsh, or no words.” Mr. Chris plays a big role in our school, and we are very
glad he is a part of the Meads Mill community!
~Laura Cencer, Staff Writer

.
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Self Driving Cars?
Are We Ready?
Elizabeth Hartigan

PRO
Ever imagined fragments of the future?
Most likely there are electric vehicles zooming around
everywhere. While there are no promises for hovercrafts or flying spaceships, electric vehicles actually
already are a part of our society. Self-driving cars help
save lives, time and fuel consumption.
Self-driving cars, the innovation of our future,
reduces the number of car accidents by approximately
78%. A source from Business Insider states, “In fact, if
about 90% of cars on American roads were autonomous, the number of accidents would fall from 6 million a year to 1.3 million.” According to a study by the
Eno Center for Transportation, deaths would fall from
33,000 to approximately 11,300. “There's huge, huge
potential in making traffic safer than it is today. This
era of driverless cars will transform our lives in more
ways than one.” Erik Coelingh, Volvo's Senior Technical Leader for Safety and Driver Support Technologies, told Tech Insider. Therefore, self-driving cars are
much more than a figment of our imagination, but
quite possibly a future reality.
Furthermore, driverless cars turn time used for
driving into time for more pleasant activities including
reading, making phone calls or catching up on work.
Driverless cars could lessen traffic congestion because
there is less room for human error. Coelingh said,
“There's potential inefficiency, efficiency in terms of
better traffic flow, but also less fuel consumption.”
Likewise, widespread use of driverless cars could
potentially raise speed limits, reducing commute times
drastically.
Driverless cars could save time and raise speed
limits, which could also lower fuel consumption. Cars
often burn endless amounts of fuel when standing idle
in traffic. The Frickey Law Firm said, “Once driverless
cars are the norm, traffic jams, commute times, and
gas usage would all decrease.” This said, self-driving
cars can save vehicle owners lots of money.
As expressed, self-driving cars are the future of
automated vehicles and the solution to almost any vehicle-related accidents or troubles. Instead of wasting
time and money on a lost cause, use that money to
invest in a driverless car and watch the automotive
industry transform.
https://www.businessinsider.com/advantages-of-driverless-cars-2016-6
https://www.frickey.com/blog/pros-cons-driverless-cars

Sohil Jayee
CON
The future consists of so many great ideas and inventions.
But, some inventions are not as great as others. Some are dangerous, hardly tested, and limit freedom. For example, we have seen
the invention of self driving cars. This may look helpful in some
ways, but do we really want to put our full trust in just an autonomous machine? Self driving cars can be dangerous, change learning and experience, and confuse law enforcers.
For starters, the self driving cars can easily malfunction and
are way less reliable than the normal cars. We can easily trust
normal cars because we have seen them work for decades and
drive them everyday. However, many people are skeptical diving
into a new way of life. These cars contain computers that will get
older and slower over time so people will have to update their
cars. Also, car safety will be at risk in all weather conditions.
People already have a hard time with harsh weather; Self driving
cars will have trouble adapting as well as keeping water and
snow out of the computers. They may malfunction during below
zero temperature.
Another reason why we should not put all our trust in
self driving cars is because they can change learning and experience as well as take a very long time to get used to. Drivers will
have to learn new methods and adapt to these new autonomous
cars. Self driving cars use computer aided vision for reversing the
car; the vehicle algorithm can fail in low lights and can cause a
crash. So it does need the involvement of the driver to be safe.
Additionally, the in-vehicle radar is not 100% reliable when the
vehicle is in a curved road. The radar becomes ineffective and
counterproductive since it needs to rely on other data to identify
if the road is actually safe. So engineers identified lidar, which
creates 3D map of the road. However, lidar is also unreliable in
rain, snow, or fog. No matter what, human drivers will have to
learn these new methods and depend on their experience and
skills to be keep themselves and others safe.
Finally, there is no legal precedent on how accidents
involving autonomous cars would be handled. Would the victim,
sue the car company or the owner of the car? On March 2018, an
Uber self driving car hit a pedestrian. This was the first death by
a self driving car, which raised a lot of questions. Legally who is
responsible for the fatality - the machine or the pedestrian? The
legal system is yet to be tested and all self driving cars to date
have been out of court settlements except for one. That one case
is also under U.S. National Safety Administration and National
Transportation Safety Board investigations.
In all, we should not have self driving cars. Instead we
should just rely on what we have been using for so many decades. Self driving cars can be dangerous as well as mystifying. It
will be much harder for the average driver to adapt. We do not
need self driving cars.
https://www.autoinsurancecenter.com/top-20-pros-and-cons-associated-with-self-drivingcars.htm

~ Front cover photo is also from this source.

https://earth.stanford.edu/news/are-driverless-cars-bad-environment#gs.k7SMWjNc
https://www.concannonbc.com/a-difficult-drive-autonomous-vehicle-sensor-limitations/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-autos-selfdriving-uber-liability-anal/fatal-u-s-self-drivingauto-accident-raises-novel-legal-questions-idUSKBN1GW2SP
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5 by 5: Express Your Opinion!
~Elayna Feliks, Staff Writer
Joel Piasentin- 6

Where is your
favorite place
to travel?

Italy

If you had to
eat the same
thing for the
rest of your
life what
would it be?

Sushi

Are you an
indoor or an
outdoor
person?

Both

Wyatt Biondo Savin –7

Evan Deak – 7

Guitar
Center

Up North

Grilled

Chocolate Hot Wings

Cheese

Chicken
Wings

Outdoor

Outdoor

Indoor

Outdoor

Izzy Holder-8

Bora
Bora

Zach Aljuni-8

Huntington
Beach,
California

If you could
go back in
time and
change one
event, what
would it be?

Segregation I wish “Rap” Stop Shi
had never
Huandi!
been
created!

Nothing

The
Assassination
of Abraham
Lincoln

Should self
driving cars
be our
future?

Yes!

Yes!

No!

Yes!

Yes!
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Campbell’s Creative Corner
~Hannah Campbell, Staff Writer

National Education Foundation
Funding Our Future
March 15th, 2019. The forever looming due date of my English report once again fell into
my thoughts, taunting me. The 500-page novel, which I still need to read, stared up at me like it
already knows I am going to fail. Desperately searching SparkNotes for summaries and Googling
fake illnesses, I prayed and wished, hoping something would prevent me from presenting my unfinished report; a snow day, the plague, a fire, anything to save my grade. This situation, incredibly familiar to
many of us, may be a thing of the past thanks to a recent grant from the Northville Education Foundation.
Mrs. Pascual and Mrs. Torres have joined forces to improve our education. They were recently awarded a grant by the Northville Education Foundation, NEF, which focuses on the purchase of accessible books in
the media center for the ELA independent book projects. The grant, $2,000 to purchase audiobooks, or
“Playaways”, is a vast education improvement for all of Meads Mill. This glorious grant provides books with
larger text, which have been proven to aid students who are learning English as a second language. Ebooks
have also been provided, which can be checked out at the Meads Mill library.
Mrs. Pascual and Mrs. Torres hope to achieve the goal of accessible audio, ebooks, large print, and a
variety of reading level books so that all readers have the accessible materials to be the best students. All ELA
teachers highlight many benefits of reading audio books and the reality of their widespread use as an effective
learning tool. Working to teach students about how they learn best or what would be a good fit for them is an
objective that they are excited to improve through this grant.
Meads Mill’s very own, Mrs. Jary, also received a grant from the Northville Education Association to
incorporate STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) into her classroom. Each year, sixth
graders write a persuasive paper and they often have difficulty choosing a topic or understanding the research
available in the field, as most of the research is geared towards a college aged student or older. This grant
makes it possible for students to easily access the information at their appropriate age level thereby making
the writing of their persuasive papers achievable with success.
Sixth grade students, as of this year, will also be incorporating the STEAM aspect in their classrooms
to build a mini robot using their critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity. These students will, after
building the android, have to develop an individual persuasive paper dealing with an aspect of this experience.
Technical, or persuasive writing is a form of art that fits naturally into the “Communications” stage of the engineering design process. These grants will undoubtedly improve our learning experiences and provide
opportunities to build a strong foundation for the future.
.

Mrs. Pascual presented the benefits
of the grant to multiple classrooms.

Mrs. Jary’s classes build bristlebots in order to gain firsthand
experiences that can be applied to their persuasive papers.
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More Twin Trouble!
~Addison Raffle, Staff Writer

Not only does eighth grade hold the record for twins here at Meads, but seventh and sixth grade is also
seeing double. Twins in seventh grade include Lily and Sara Sherman, Elizabeth and Emma Risch, and
Megan and Evan Zurawski, while sixth grade comes in with a respective one set: Natalie and Connor Latta.
Only five seconds separate Lily and Sara Sherman, a pair of seventh grade twin sisters. Their similarities and
differences set them apart, but also bring them together in several ways.
In addition, Lily and Sara share similar interests, including the same idea when asked about what it is
like to be a twin. While they can get on each other’s nerves sometimes, it’s always nice to have someone to
hang out with. “It’s good to have a twin, but it can be hard sometimes,” Lily tells us. They both agree that life
without each other would be really boring. Lily and Sara also agree that one of the best things about being a
twin is being able to do things for one another, such as making lunches or planning a birthday party for each
other. Despite this, like many siblings, they have their unique differences that separate them.
Another pair of twins here at Meads Mill are the Risch sisters. Even though Elizabeth is taller, she is
only four minutes younger than her twin sister, Emma. They both agree that they enjoy each other’s company,
although sometimes they can annoy one another. In addition to this, Emma and Elizabeth both agree that they
like being a twin because they will never be alone and can always find someone to count on. “Being a twin
can be stressful, but you will always have a friend no matter what,” Elizabeth tells us.
To add to the other twins, the Zurawski twins have their own special connection. “I love being a
twin!” exclaims Megan, the younger of the pair of seventh graders. Her brother, Evan, only happens to be older by nine minutes. The brother and sister share a close relationship, and both enjoy being a twin for different
reasons. Megan’s favorite thing about being a twin is that she always has someone to experience and do
things with. Evan likes being a twin because he has somebody to be there for him. “You can rely on a twin to
be there and help you,” he explains.
Furthermore, the Latta siblings also love being twins. “When you have a twin, you’re kind of like best
friends,” says Natalie, the older of the pair of sixth graders. Natalie is older than her brother, Connor, by only
two minutes. They both agree that having a twin is great, but sometimes can get a little annoying.
Natalie and Connor both enjoy the outdoors. They go camping and like to play outside. The siblings
play different sports, though. Natalie plays volleyball and Connor plays soccer. Also, Natalie and Connor
have different friends.
Overall, even though some of the twins have different thoughts about things, they each have their own
personality. “Being a twin is special and I’m very lucky to be one,” says Megan. She and her brother agree
that being a twin is an indescribable experience, while the Sherman girls enjoy the fact that being a twin always means having a friend by your side. Natalie and Connor Latta agree that being a twin is awesome, and
the Risch sisters love the unique bond that only a twin can share. “Being a twin is sometimes hard, but it’s an
amazing thing to be a part of,” Emma explains. Although the dispositions may vary between each pair of
siblings, all of the twins have a lifelong friend that will never leave them.

The Sherman Sisters

The Risch Twins
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MEET YOUR FELLOW “TWIN” PATRIOTS!
~Addison Raffle , Staff Writer
~Prisha Patel, Staff Writer

Our Eighth Grade Twins!

Eighth grade twins from left to right: Leyton and Ellie
DeMeo, David and Nathaniel Sung, Max and Sophia
Potrzeba, Brandon and Megan Ciccone, Hailey and
Lia Lammers, Alexis and McKenna Eupizi, Vincent
and Rocco Morales, and Alex and Zach Casagrande

Our Seventh Grade Twins!
Lily and Sarah Sherman, Elizabeth and Emma Risch, and
Megan and Evan Zurawski

Our Sixth Grade Twins!
Connor and Natalie Latta
The Morales and Casagrande Twins!
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Meads Mill Sports Center
~Ben Cassin, Staff Writer
~Deepak Languani, Staff Writer

8th Grade Boys basketball: On a Roll!
It's been a truly magnificent season for the 8th grade boys basketball team as they remained undefeated for the second consecutive year! The last time the Patriots basketball team went undefeated for this long
was when their coach Mr. Rohrhoff played (as a student) back in 1996-1998. This remarkable story of the
Patriots unbeatable team started an entire year ago when 50 kids tried out for the team but only the 15 best
made it. Coach Turner (history teacher at NHS) was amazed to see so many talented players try out, and it
was painful to send some away.
It was an amazing season for all of them, and before they knew it, it was time for the 8th grade tryouts.
Mr. Rohrhoff was again blown away to see so many kids come to tryouts before school at 6:45 a.m. in the
morning. Mr. Rohrhoff reported that, “This was the hardest group he has ever had to choose from.” The
fifteen 8th grade basketball players representing Meads Mill had to work much harder than last year because
every single team they played last year also improved. During their first game, against Franklin, Meads Mill
Patriots won by one point. Mr. Rohrhoff said that, “The boys were overconfident, they thought it would be
another easy undefeated season, and we learned that the hard way during our first game.” The Meads Mill
basketball team worked hard and won every game that they played. Coach Rohrhoff stated, “We worked as
hard as a team every practice. I'm also impressed how competitive they played all the time.” A star player
Max Anderson said that, ”It was fun to see everyone play as a team and win as a team.” Well done boys and
we can't wait for another great season!
The 7th grade basketball team also had an great season. The team started the first half of the season
with few wins but that didn't stop them from getting better. The team came up with a game plan, worked
twice as hard, and started winning more games. Coach Turner was delighted to see the 7th graders work harder during practice and play as a team. Way to go on your 7-4 record, and we can't wait for more improvement
next year.

Girls Basketball
Both 7th and 8th grade girls’ basketball teams each have 2 wins. Both teams defeated Frost
Middle School, while 8th grade defeated Stevenson, and 7th grade beat Emerson. After a fairly rough
season last year, the girls are trying to become a better team this year. 8th grader, Elizabeth Hartigan, has
enjoyed being a part of the team this year. She told us, “I have enjoyed practice and improving with the
team. I like the team this year, and I think that we are better than we were last year. I think the team gets
along very well and that team bonding is very important because when the experienced players bond with
the players who are new to the game, the experienced players can help the inexperienced players improve.
Also, Coach Clark does many beneficial things to help us improve, and without him the team would struggle. I think the team is improving, even if we aren’t winning more games than last year.” The 7th and 8th
grade girls basketball teams are hoping for a great rest of their season.

Swim Team
The Meads Mill Swim Team enjoyed another successful season. More important than anything else is
that everyone improved their swimming abilities. They grew together as a team and the swimmers all
enjoyed competing. When asked about why they enjoyed the team so much, swimmer Noah Minard said,
“I like the swim team so much because swimming is a challenge, and you can always improve at it.
Becoming a better swimmer takes discipline, and you can set goals to become better. During practice, we
are all put into lanes that include other people that are at a similar skill level to us. This is beneficial because we can then encourage each other to keep on improving. It helps us work as a team to become better
swimmers. This season, I think that the team building and effort was extraordinary, and I can not imagine
a better group of people to be teammates with.” The swim season ended well for the team this year, and
everyone looks forward to even greater accomplishments next year.
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Happenings at the Mill!
Science Olympiad
~Sahithy Prattipati, Staff Writer

Have you ever built a battery-powered device that would be capable of traveling a certain
distance and stopping as close to the ending position as possible? Or maybe use the contents of a
bag of materials (of which you have no prior knowledge) to construct a freestanding tower as
high as you can, which will support the weight of an object in a limited time? If these events interest you, you may want to consider joining our very own school science olympiad team. Science Olympiad is an national team competition in which students compete in 23 events pertaining
to various scientific disciplines, including earth science, biology, chemistry, physics, and engineering. Over
7,800 middle school and high school teams from 50 U.S. states compete each year. There are multiple levels
of competition: invitational, regional, state, and national. Invitational tournaments, run by high schools and
universities, are unofficial tournaments and serve as practice for regional and state competitions. Teams that
excel at regional competitions advance to the state level; the top one or two teams from each state (depending
on the state) then advance the national level. Winners later are awarded with medals, trophies and plaques,
and even scholarships! Though all these tournaments may seem like a burden in addition to daily school
work, of school, this is an excellent environment in which you can learn cool principles as well have a great
time with friends, so you should definitely try it out!
Model United Nations
~Luana Firmino, Staff Writer

Do you want to be apart of maintaining world peace and developing friendly relations among
nations in the future? Well to do that you could be apart of the United Nations when you grow up, but
to get some experience you should join Model U.N. MUN is a club where you learn what to do in a
committee and how to act. In a committee you represent a country and debate with other representatives about your countries’ stand on different topics and eventually work together with other countries
to come up with solutions to the problems relating to the topic (otherwise known as working papers.) Our
Meads Mill MUN club hosts their own mini conference (which this year included Hillside) every year to help
the delegates be prepared for RCMUN, which is a conference the is hosted at Michigan State in Lansing. MUN is an excellent way to develop public speaking skills, researching skills, and learn extra information about many different countries.

Meads Mill Math Club
~Staff Writer, Ava Chang

The Meads Mill Math Club is a club that meets afterschool to prepare for the Mathcounts
competition. About once a month, the club also meets to do another math competition: MOEMS.
Sixth, seventh, and eighth graders can all join. The club works on challenging math problems
every week to enrich their minds.
Mathcounts is a competition with several levels: School, Chapter, State, and National. The top
competitors move on to the next level. Within these levels are 3 rounds: Sprint, Target and Team Round. The
Sprint Round has students doing 30 problems in 40 minutes, while the Target Round gives 6 minutes to finish
a pair of problems, with 4 pairs total. Lastly, the Team Round allows competitors to work with another 3 people to complete 10 problems in 20 minutes. The overall score ranks the students and their schools.
On February 16th, the Meads Mill Mathcounts team, led by Coach Yang, went to the University of
Michigan-Dearborn to compete in their Chapter competition. The team placed 2nd overall and will be moving
on to the State competition on March 9th. 6th graders Brian Zhang and Ansh Shah placed within the top ten
and will both be going to the State competition. Good luck to the competitors!
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Totally Booked!
With Elizabeth Risch~

The Ballad of Lucy Whipple
Author: Karen Cushman
The Ballad of Lucy Whipple is a stor y about a young gir l; Califor nia Mor ning Whipple, who
moved west to Lucky Diggens, California, which was her mother’s dream-come-true. And now her brother,
Butte, and sisters, Prairie and Sierra, seem to be Westerners at heart as well.
However, California doesn’t suit her-not the name, not the place. So she decides to change her name to
Lucy Whipple and that’s how it’s going to stay. Lucy vows to be miserable until she can move back to the
East where she belongs. However, Lucy begins to fall in love with the west and the people there, and her
thoughts about the East slowly become less.
I really liked this book and the western style it has. I hope to watch the 2001 film, by the same name.
This book has 209 pages and the lexile is 1030.

The Competition of the Songs
~Saket Kulkarni,Staff Writer

The adrenaline will be racing as the 8th-grade bands face the largest challenge they have ever seen: a
competition of the best bands in Michigan. On February 6th the 8th-grade band rehearsed at Northville
High School for a very large competition that will be held in March, that decides the playing level of their
band. On the large stage at Northville High School, the band performed in acoustically perfect conditions,
but also listened to the senior band of Northville High School, and the Hillside band, all of which will be
preparing for their own such competition. Our 8th-grade band has been preparing for this competition since
the end of winter break, working tirelessly to perform their pieces the best as they can. They have been
working on it for months to perfect their songs for the judges focusing on minute details in their pieces.
Along with working on their performance, they are working on a sight reading section as well. These
pieces will be slightly complicated because the musicians can only look at it for 5 minutes before having to
play it for a score. These expectations will be raised even more, as they are a grade A band, meaning they
are supposed to be the best playing band level of the grading scale. The sight reading piece involves many
complicated rhythms to fully test the performance abilities of the Meads Mill band. With all of this pressure, they must be able to continuously practice for such a hard task, to get a good score.
MSBOA District 12 Band & Orchestra Festival will take place for Meads Mill students on Friday,
March 8th at Livonia Churchill High School. This competition has three judges that give constructive
feedback through written & verbal comments. After the performance in Livonia’s Churchill auditorium,
students move on to the sight reading room where they play a piece of music they have never seen and
have another judge give feedback.
Continuous practice will perfect these pieces in order to make sure they get a good grade. This is the determining factor to prove their skills as one of the best bands in Michigan. When you read this,
the competition will be over, but ask an 8th grade band member how they faired!
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Photojournalism– Claire Masters, journalist, and Emma Risch, official
Press photographer, combine efforts to search the halls of our fair building in an effort
to represent a Meads Mill favorite.

Curious Catastrophe
My steps echoed loudly as I strode down the hallway. It was sometime after school, but a few people
still lingered. I had been finishing a test from 7th hour, but I hadn’t realized it would take so long. I grabbed
my stuff and headed out towards the band doors. I had my earbuds in,
and didn’t notice anything unusual until I turned onto the gym hallway, where I looked up and saw the door to the fan room cracked just
open. My friends and I had always wondered what was inside, making
up strange stories and laughing over how ridiculous they were. I
glanced around me, knowing that it wouldn’t be good if anyone
caught me inside. I started to walk away, but my curiosity wouldn’t
let me go so easily. I told myself I would just take a look, then go.
The heavy door creaked beneath my gentle push, and I cringed inwardly. Peeking inside I saw a tiny space with stairs leading upwards.
All caution left aside, I walked upstairs to see what else was behind
the door. I mean, I doubt I was the only one who would have wanted a look at the newly discovered second
floor. In my haste, I didn’t notice the small slip of paper that fell out of my backpack and drifted onto the
stairs behind me.
I looked over the railing at the room spread out before me, ignoring the nagging feeling that I should
leave. The low humm of machines filled the air, blocking out all other ambient noises. The space was huge,
with a tall ceiling and a wide open space with sparsely placed equipment.
I thought that was pretty cool, and I had seen all that I wanted, but just as I turned to go down the
stairs and walk away, I heard voices coming towards the door. At first, I didn’t react, after all, people go
down that hallway all the time. I listened closer, and to my total horror, I heard them talking all about what
they needed to do in the fan room. My stupid curiosity had gotten me into this mess, and it certainly wasn’t
helping me get out of it. There wasn’t anywhere to go, so at the last minute I jumped behind the cluster of
cleaning supplies and hoped it would be enough to keep me hidden.
As the two people walked in, I recognized them as staff, but whose names I couldn’t quite recall. They
went about their business, looking around the room, checking on the machines, etc. One of them walked so
close to my hiding place I stopped breathing for fear that they would hear me. After what felt like an eternity,
they walked down the stairs to leave.
Just when I thought I was in the clear, a tiny slip of paper caught my eye. It must’ve caught the staff
members’ too, because they bent down and picked it up. All too late, I remembered that that slip of paper held
my most precious secret, my locker combination. My eyes widened like saucers as I frantically tried to think
of what to do. If the office staff had my locker combination, they would know a student had been in here, and
they could find out who just by looking up my name using my locker combo.
In an effort to get it back, I picked up something from the floor near me and threw it across the room,
hoping it would serve as a distraction. In the enclosed space, it echoed so loud it sounded as if I had made the
room collapse. The staff members whirled around an raced back up the stairs to find the cause of the noise.
As they went by me, I shot out my hand and grabbed the slip of paper out of their hand. They had been so focused on the noise that they didn’t notice me dart out behind them.
With my locker combination in hand, I bolted down the stairs and out the door. Behind me, I could
still hear their voices chattering as they tried in vain to discern the cause of the noise.
I gently closed the door behind me, and made sure this time that I wasn’t missing my combination. As
I walked down the hallway and away from my little adventure, I couldn’t help but smile. I doubted that anyone else had ever seen what I had today, and gotten away with it. After all, I wasn’t in any trouble if no one
had caught me.
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The Patriot Press Mascot
A cartoon to represent a “Patriot” moment in history.
Srihari Hebbar– Staff Artist

Who are the Patriot Press Staff?
Editors and Writers: Sohil J ayee and Elizabeth Har tigan
Staff Writers: Hannah Campbell, Ben Cassin, Laura Cencer, Ava Chang, Elayna Feliks, Luana Firmino,
Srihari Hebbar, Saket Kulkarni, Deepak Laungani, Casey Leonard, Claire Masters, Prisha Patel, Sahithy Prattipati,
Addison Raffle, Emma Risch, and Elizabeth Risch,

Club Advisor: Mrs. Jary ~ Jaryma@northvilleschools.org

Thank you for your loyal following! Look for another edition of the
Patriot Press in June 2019!
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