Weekly Memos – February 25, 2019
Detection Canines Join Our Safety Team
My commitment to safety remains as strong as ever. Fayette County Public
Schools always wants to stay in the forefront when it comes to school safety
and ensuring the protection of our students. Within the last few years, we have
added additional safety features in schools, such as secured entrances and
upgrading our cameras and recording devices. This year we further increased
our security measures with the addition of our school resource officers (SRO)
at the middle and high schools. Capitalizing upon that move, we are now
adding yet another layer to our safety net: canine detection.
As a parent, I want my child to attend school free of other distractions that we are seeing throughout our
nation’s public schools. Therefore, I have decided to contract with Interquest Detection Canines, Inc. to
provide trained detection canines to conduct random, unannounced inspections of all campus locations
in the county. The canines are trained to detect the presence of illicit drugs, prescription pills, alcohol,
and firearms. Campus buildings, parking lots, and grounds will be randomly inspected for prohibited
items and, if detected and found, the county will initiate the appropriate disciplinary action. The dogs
are non-aggressive and they are trained to discriminate specific “scents” of contraband items. Other
districts within our region such as Chester County Schools, Henderson County Schools, Hardeman
County Schools, and Tipton County Schools have had success using this approach to providing a safer
school atmosphere for students. With the recent publicity concerning the dramatic increase in teenage
drug use and shootings, it is our duty to take every reasonable precaution to ensure a safe and healthy
learning environment for all of our students. Being proactive about student and school safety is a great
reason to CHOOSE Us! Welcome Zeke to our schools!

Superintendent Roundtable
Audience: All Staff
Feedback is valuable and continues to help us improve and make
better informed decisions. However, this year we will not be
disrupting instructional time to conduct the Superintendent
Roundtables. If you would like to participate in a Roundtable
discussion with Dr. King, please click here to sign up for an available date and time.

Pre-K and K Early Registration
Audience: Parents
Pre-K and Kindergarten Early Registration will be March
5th-7th at each elementary school site. Kindergarten
registration will be held during regular school hours.
Times for pre-K registration are as follows:
Tuesday, March 5th 9AM-5PM
Wednesday, March 6th 8AM-3PM
Thursday, March 7th 9AM-5PM
Please provide the following information:
• Birth certificate
• Social security card
• Current shot record/physical on state form
• Three proofs of residency
• Proof of income (pre-K only)
• Child must attend (pre-K only)

Fayette-Ware On the Rise Again!
In mid-February, a large group of upperclassmen at Fayette-Ware Comprehensive High School
assembled to share their latest accomplishment. To the applause of family, faculty and friends, new
inductees were welcomed into the American College Test (ACT) “21+ Club.” To qualify, students’
composite scores must meet or exceed twenty-one. Subcategories are not considered, making this a
particularly impressive honor. Those students with eligible scores were presented with medals in
bronze, silver and gold categories by Dr. Diane Watkins, Chancellor of School. Additionally, six
current members were recognized for raising their already convincing ACT scores. After the ceremony,
“ACT 21+” members and guests caravanned over to The University of Martin, Somerville Campus. In
UTM’s community room, CCTE Academy’s Culinary Arts classes presented an elegant reception and
brunch for the crowd.

School Board Represents Again!
The FCPS Board is made up of elected representatives
from all areas of Fayette County. Most people do not
realize how much board members contribute, in
addition to attending meetings and workshops. They
assist employees whenever needed at Central
Administration Office and even volunteer at the school
level. Making our local system proud once again, three
esteemed board members traveled to Nashville for
Tennessee School Boards Association (TSBA) Day On
The Hill in late January, 2019. Once there these
representatives, Captain Wendell Wainwright, Ms.
Civil Miller-Watkins and Ms. Sally Spencer, were
honored to meet and then converse with Tennessee
Governor Bill Lee’s newly appointed Commissioner
of Education, Ms. Penny Schwinn.

2019-20 Transfers
Audience: All Staff
If you would like to request a transfer to another
location for the 2019-2020 school year, please click the
attached link to submit your request. If you DO NOT
wish to transfer, then you DO NOT have to take any
action. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy
Redditt (kathy.redditt@fcsk12.net) at CAB at 901-4655260. Please click this link to submit your transfer
request.

Learning: When It’s All About the Students
Buckley-Carpenter Elementary School is known for being the largest and newest facility in the district.
Students enjoy navigating wide, brightly colored halls and gathering in large foyers. It is the ideal type
of space for energetic Pre-K to fifth graders. Recently one of those bright, open areas began to change.
Before the watchful, curious eyes of students, the librarian and her co-workers were creating something
in the center of the school…. To the children’s delight, the project became a beautiful, colorful, indoor
treehouse! Regardless of the weather, students are now motivated to read and listen to stories in this
wonderful space.

Using Saturday to Get Ahead
Middle School Students from both East and West Junior High Schools proved once again that they have
the right stuff. With their Pentathlon Coaches Clint Brown and Sheila Cassady, the combined team was
on board with sharing another laid-back, come-as-you-are Saturday with their teammates. Even better,
this years’ Pentathlon theme, “The 1960’s, a Transformational Decade,” fit perfectly with a tour of the
Ben Hooks Institute’s “Tent City Exhibit.” After games and study groups with the official Pentathlon
materials, these super-students reflected on the historical facts featured in the exhibit...only in Fayette
County.

Fayette Cares Plant Sale Will
be Back at OES!
Fayette Cares is excited to return to
Oakland Elementary School for the 27th
Annual Plant Sale, on Saturday, April 13,
2019 at 8:30 am - 2:30 pm. Everyone is
invited to shop, volunteer, and donate to
help charity bloom! The event offers fun
for the whole family including a Kids
Zone with a free inflatable bounce house, coloring contest, snacks and concessions, and
demonstrations. There will be a big selection of plants including flowers, shrubs, vegetables, herbs, and
more. Get involved as a volunteer, shopper, or plant donor to help Fayette Cares provide shelter, food,
and safety for families in crisis. To learn more visit www.FayetteCares.org/Plants or call (901) 4653802 x 223

Wildcat Softball Kicks Off with Good Turnout
February 11th started the week of official practice/tryouts for spring sports such as baseball, softball,
soccer and track. What a delight it was for Wildcat softball Coach Mattila when, on the first day, she
had at least 27 girls show up. There should be a full roster of energetic and eager ladies ready to play
when the season starts on March 19th. That is our double header, home opener vs Millington. “It all
comes down to pitching in this league,” said Mattila. “If we can find a couple good pitchers in this
group, then we can be competitive.” We look forward to seeing you all at some games this year!

Lady Wildcats Go 2 Out of 3 in District Tournament; Finish 3rd
Lady Wildcats opened the 15AA District tournament by rolling over Ripley Ladies 67-27 in the
Warehouse. Fayette-Ware Ladies led from the beginning and never looked back. Then on Valentines
night, the Lady Wildcats played one of their best games all season. As a #4 seed taking on the #1 seed
Lady chargers of Covington at tournament host Millington, and after losing to Covington twice this
season by over 30 points, let’s just say Covington had no clue what was going on this game. Wildcats
played with an intensity on defense not seen this season. After one quarter, Wildcats trailed by 7-8, at
half time Fayette led Covington 14-13 and after the third, it was tied 26 all. Excellent performance from
the Lady Wildcats in a very exciting game, but Wildcats fall to the Lady Chargers. Then on Presidents
Day night, Lady Wildcats played well and took care of Haywood winning 57-47, finishing third in
district. Lady Wildcats being honored were Kristyna Boyd and Chrystal Ingram for 15AA All District
Team and Shakira Price and Makayla Clark for 15AA All-Tournament Team.

Wildcat Varsity Guys Finish Fourth
in District Tourney
The Fayette-Ware guys opened the 15AA District
tourney with a win over Ripley in the Warehouse.
District Semis were hosted by Millington where the
Wildcats played #2 seed Bolivar in a good game!
Bolivar got the early lead but Fayette-Ware would
not let them pull away. Wildcats would bring it
close, then Tigers would pull away again. In the
closing minutes, the atmosphere was thick and
people were on their feet. After trailing by 9 after
the 3rd quarter and by as many as 11, Yates hit a 3 and then took a charge on the following possession
bringing them to within 5. Then Waddell hit a 3 with 27.3 seconds left in the game and Wildcats were
only down by two points. It was a great effort but ultimately, Bolivar defeated Fayette-Ware 72-68.
Then on Tuesday, Feb. 19th, Wildcats played a feisty Haywood team for the third time this season. It
was also an intense game and Fayette-Ware played well, but Haywood scored more points. FayetteWare guys fell to Haywood 60-70 and finished 4th in district tourney. Wildcats being honored were
Trent Waddell and Jaylon Taylor for 15AA All District Team and Tre Yates and Colin Maclin for
15AA All-Tournament Team.

Professional Learning for FCPS Employees
Audience: Employees
FCPS is now providing professional learning opportunities for all employees through My Benefits
Channel (https://www.mybenefitschannel.com/) . When you log in, click the Education & Training
icon to see all available courses. Some courses are required, while others are optional. By March 8,
every employee should complete the following course:
• Cultural Competence
In addition, all certified staff should complete the following courses:
• Tennessee Teacher Code of Ethics
• Homelessness
• English as a Second Language
Once you complete a course, you do not have to submit any paperwork to the Central Office since
documentation is created automatically in the system. In the coming weeks, additional courses will be
added to the menu for teachers who need professional development points (PDPs) for license renewal or
advancement. It will be your responsibility to upload the certificates of completion into the
TNCompass portal.

