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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ROBERT TAVONATTI:
School is in full swing and we have now completed our first learning period.
The season is noticeably changing now, and with it come the colors, aromas,
and anticipation of autumn. The grapes are heavy on the vine and soon the
corduroy vineyards will turn into spectacular shades of gold and crimson
before shedding their leaves for the winter. I consider myself lucky to work
for a school that serves five counties because it gives me the pleasure of
driving to our sites through wine country during
ENROLLMENT UPDATE this time of the year and drinking in the beautiful
scenery.
Sonoma213
Marin-

83

Solano-

95

Lake-

17

Napa-

32

We are beginning to settle into a stable
enrollment. Our next jump will probably occur
after the first quarter ends in the comprehensive
schools. That is when the rubber hits the road for
students and families decide whether or not the
school they are in is working for them.
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CAASPP Results
Every spring the State of California requires
public schools, including charter schools, to
participate in annual assessments using the
California Assessment of Student Performance
and Progress, otherwise known as CAASPP. The
assessment results from last spring were
recently sent home to families and contain lots
of information about how students are doing
academically. In addition to individual scores,
the CAASPP provides school-wide results that
allow schools to compare how they are doing
with other schools in our county and compare
our results with overall State results. In general,
Pathways students who Met or Exceeded
Standards in English Language Arts/ Literacy
outperformed the county and state averages in
all grades except grade 3. Students who Met or
Exceeded Standards in Mathematics
outperformed the county and state averages in
every grade except grades 3 and 11. The poor
performance in grade 11 is primarily due to
major changes we have undergone in our high
school math program. This means that we will
continue to increase resources for high school
math students so that they can be successful in
the future.

Percent of Pathways students who met or
exceeded standards compared to CA state:
ELA/ Literature

Mathematics

Pathways State

Pathways

State

Grade 3

39%

43%

32%

46%

Grade 4

48%

44%

44%

38%

Grade 5

61%

49%

41%

33%

Grade 6

52%

48%

41%

35%

Grade 7

66%

48%

48%

36%

Grade 8

72%

48%

37%

36%

Grade 11

63%

59%

10%

33%

STUDENT ARTWORK
At left, a stunning oil painting by
Solano 10th Grader Grace Gribi,
whose IST Cindy Tjeerdema says
“She is an amazing artist!”
At right, Jack the Pumpkin King
from A Nightmare Before
Christmas, by Marin 7th Grader
Zoe Rocco, whose mom Kim says
“We are thankful for all the great
Pathways people.”
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• No School/Teacher In-service- November

Solano,
Napa, Lake

10th

• School office closed Veteran’s day- November

Upcoming Dates

11th

•College Event-

• Solano Spirit Week- November 14th – 16th

October 25th

Solano student
Isaiah (Kainoa)
Medina is a
competitive MMA
fighter. Click here
to Watch a video.
Poems by Jack
Chaudron

Sonoma Region
middle school
wordsmith

Homework can be
fun,
If it’s already
done.

• Onsite classes canceled- November 21-23rd

All high school students
are encouraged to attend
this event that will be
held on October 25th
from 3:30-4:30pm in
Vallejo. Our guidance
counselor Naomi Yedlosky
will present information
about local Junior
Colleges, Financial Aid,
and more.

• Thanksgiving Holiday- November 24-25th

Attendance for classes, homerooms, and tutorials: I
noticed some students with absences during
September for routine appointments. Please make
sure your child is present at all appointments,
attends all required classes, and tutorials unless they
are ill. Attendance is key to your child’s academic
success.
Summer is behind us and the school year is in full
swing. Hopefully the dust has settled and school
routines are running smoothly. In all the business, I
hope you have time to enjoy the change of the
seasons all around you. Fall is my favorite season!

•Solano Halloween

Dress up- Oct. 27th
HS & Oct. 31st MS
•Learning Period 2

Ends- October 28th

~ Jill Escareno, Area Coordinator

Come to the garden
and ease in,
Just wait until the
wind starts breezin’.

Go to class, have
some fun,
And before you know

What's Zoe DeGray-Kretchsmann doing inside the exhibit at California
Academy of Sciences? We know she's adventurous, but this looks dangerous!
Giant butterflies? Giant jellyfish? Swinging from vines inside the butterfly
pavilion?
Not to worry--Zoe did go on our school field trip to this awesome museum, but
she was safe the whole time. She used the new green screen app that her teacher
Sarah Amador is just crazy about. Did you learn something amazing on the field
trip? Do you have a cool picture to share? We want to hear all about it! Send an
email or picture to tech@pathwayscharter.org.
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Even though Pathways is, at root, an
independent study program, we love being able
to offer these opportunities for students to learn
together, and we always welcome your
feedback and ideas for the future.

Marin Report:
by Area Coordinator Michele Blaisdell

The Marin weather is changing (and
changeable), and fall has arrived at La Plaza.
Leaves swirl around the fountain and blow into
our front door, benches in the sun still offer a
bit of warmth, while the shady spots are
growing chilly. Our fall classes have been
running for a month now, and we’re pleased
with this semester’s offerings and participation.

Important School-Wide Notes:
• Learning Period 1 ended September 30th.

Please make sure to turn in all completed
work and a signed learning log to your
teacher. In the next week, they will be
claiming attendance and assessing all
September work.

Mondays are quite busy, with middle schoolers
filling our back classroom. The morning starts
with Nora’s math enrichment, followed by
Leslie’s Revolutionary War study. Then students
break for lunch, and the day ends with Leslie’s
integrated science class.
On Wednesdays, we begin with our youngest
students. This semester, we have three offerings
for students in grades K-3: Loree’s math
through literature and math enrichment classes,
as well as AnnMarie’s folklore and storytelling
group. For students in grades 4-5, Nora’s math
enrichment class is followed by Leslie’s
literature circle and her Gold Rush study. In the
afternoons, we switch gears to welcome our
high school students. AnnMarie and Nora use
the weekly English and math advisory classes to
provide a mix of small group instruction,
supported peer collaboration, and one-on-one
support.

• Online Math curriculum: Is your child using

an online math curriculum? If so, how is it
going? Support your child with being
proactive by having daily structured time to
complete their work. Set clear student
expectations regarding the amount of time
and focus required to be successful and
make academic progress.

Thursday mornings bring our study hall hours.
Middle and high school students are invited to
work independently or bring their questions.
Math is the focus of the first half, when Nora is
on hand to offer support. During the second
half, Michele is available for assistance with
English.
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Our Annual back-to-school skating event was a funfilled Thursday afternoon. Kids enjoyed skating,
pool, games and prizes while parents and staff
chatted at the tables. It is a great opportunity for us
to build community! We host two skate events per
year- so if you missed this one, join us in April.

Sonoma Region
by Area Coordinator Sara Jordan
Back to School Fun
Our learning center has been busy with new
classes, student meetings and events.
Our high school event on Monday,
September 19th gave parents a sneak peek
into the life of their student’s day to day
experience on class days.
Parents also heard an overview of how to support
students new to the program including:
• Realize it takes some time to settle in to this

model of learning.
• Make sure your child has a plan on how and

when to complete their work each week, they
may need help in the beginning setting this
plan.
• Set clear expectations about when work is to

be completed and any consequences for not
completing work.
Upcoming Dates:

• Send a lunch! Learning takes brain power and

kids need to refuel.

Photo Days: This is an opportunity to get your
yearbook photo, id card as well as purchase a
package of pictures if you wish. High Schoolers
Wednesday October 19th and K-8th Thursday
October 20th 9:30-12:00.

• Provide internet access and transportation
• Talk with your child’s IST about oversight

expectations

College Night: Monday October 17th at 6:00
at the Learning Center- get news on the college
application process and how to prepare for
college.

• Encourage your child to contact teacher with

questions.
• Attend Friday support services for help.
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Sonoma Region Garden Work

Letter from the Editor

Our new gardening teacher Tonia McCallum
has been a busy bee setting up construction of
the pergola, donations of mulch and hay and
field trips and guest lectures including….Farm
to Pantry Gleaning and Nutrition and Planet
Bee Humble Honeybee Project.

Brenda Peterson
Thank you to all who participated in last
month’s newsletter naming contest. In case you
missed it on the front page, our winner is…

The Phoenix, submitted by Carolyn.
Much appreciations for all of the newsletter
submissions. Please continue to send stories,
poems, artwork, photos, and requests to
tech@pathwayscharter.org.
Are you a high school student
interested in computer coding?
Check out the Raspberry Pi
Coding Competition through the
Sonoma County Office of
Education (open to ALL Pathways H.S.
Students) http://www.scoe.org/pub/htdocs/
internet-things.html
Are you interested in graphic design? Check
out the free vector graphic software InkScape:
https://inkscape.org/en/, and submit your
design here: http://www.tricider.com/
brainstorming/2XS0BSxvMrR
InkScape Resources: http://bit.ly/2eaYqLo
Do you have a question or a need that could be
filled or answered by another Pathways
Community member? Send them to
tech@pathwayscharter.org for our next issue,
where we’ll have “Help Wanted” and “Ask the
Experts” sections.

Thanks for reading, and Happy Fall!
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