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When the 2019-2020 school year begins,
Hillside School District 93 will have an exciting
new program for young children: a multi-age
blended preschool Early Childhood Program,
for children ages three through five, with
identified disabilities and children considered
at-risk. The program is FREE to District 93
residents.
The preschool will provide an opportunity
for children to play and learn together in an
accepting and engaging environment. Each
classroom will have a minimum of one certified teacher and one classroom assistant.
Consistent with District 93’s philosophy,
the preschool will serve the needs of all children through a developmentally-appropriate
approach to instruction.
Teachers and staff will use the Creative
Curriculum for Preschool to facilitate learning. This is a research-based, comprehensive
curriculum that encourages exploration and

discovery. The curriculum consists of 23
objectives organized within six social areas:
social-emotional, physical, language, cognitive, literacy, and math.
The preschool will follow the District 93 school
calendar. Two separate sessions will be held
daily: a morning session from 8:45 to 11:15
am, and an afternoon session from 12:45 to
3:15 pm.
Eligibility: Families must provide proof of
residency in District 93 and must provide the
following documentation prior to registering for
the program: the child’s original birth certificate and a parent’s photo ID.
How to Enroll: Parents who are District 93
residents can request a screening to determine if their child qualifies to attend the Early
Childhood Program. Please call the District

Office at (708) 449-6490 to schedule a
screening, or to ask questions.

2019-2020 Student Registration
Parents/guardians in Hillside District 93 who have not yet done so are reminded to register
their children for the 2019-2020 school year to ensure proper class placement and a smooth
transition to the new school year. Parents/guardians can register using the Online Registration
Process through the Infinite Campus Portal
on the district’s website: www.hillside93.org.
Per the Administrative Procedures for Board
Policy 7:160 Student Residency, all families
must provide proof of residing within the
As the school year ends,
district.
please accept my thanks
for your support and
Families new to the district can visit the
dedication over this
school to pick up a registration packet. The
past year.
Main Office and administrative staff are availWe have much to celeable to assist with online registration and
proof of residency over the summer from
Dr. Kevin L. Suchinski brate this year and have
exciting plans for the
Monday – Thursday, 8:00 am – 3:00 pm,
upcoming school year. This issue highlights
and Friday from 8:00 to 10:00 am. This year’s
only a fraction of the great accomplishregistration fee for families new to the district
ments of our students and staff.
is $100 per student.
Please visit the district website to learn
To register a child for kindergarten, he/she
more about the great things happening at
must be five years old by September 1, 2019.
Hillside School: www.hillside93.org.
For further information, please call Principal
Thank you for your dedication to working
with us on behalf of the community’s
Bridget Gainer at (708) 449-6490.
children.
The first day of school for students is
Dr. Kevin L. Suchinski, Superintendent
Wednesday, August 21, which will be a
full day, from 8:45 am – 3:15 pm.
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MESSAGE

Class of 2019
Academic
Excellence Award
recipients (L to R)
Ava Okai, Emily
Guerrero, and
Allen Luna. Read
about the Class of
2019 on page 2.
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Alan B. Molby Scholarship

Class of 2019

On May 30, the Class of 2019 bid a fond farewell to Hillside School. Three
students, Emily Guerrero, Allen Luna, and Ava Okai received the Academic
Excellence Award for having the highest grade-point averages in the class
(see photo on page 1). Congratulations to the graduates (listed below), and to
their families.

Jason Allen, Giovanni Alvarez, Aritzel Armijo, Major Bryant, Amari Buchanan,
Naila Campbell, Eduardo Cardona, Alejandro Chairez, Laura Coney-Jefferson,
Karina Contreras, Terrell Crittendon, Joshua Davis, Oscar Galeana, Edwin
Gallegos, Jorge Gonzalez, Emily Guerrero, Nancy Guitron, Ivan Guzman,
Jordan Harris, Taliya Hayes, Aria Jenkins, Coreyell Johnson, Kaleb Latham,
Destini Lester, Leonel Lucena, Allen Luna, Carlos Mendiola Hernandez, Antonio
Mercado III, Nadiya Neal, Ava Okai, Dylan Patterson, Cathy Perea Avila,
Jacquelinn Perez, Shaun Quinones, Kendall Randall, Saydi Reyes-Sanchez,
Sydney Richardson, Destinee Rodriguez, Javier Rodriguez, Jason Rogers,
Jr., Tia Smith-Hodges, Zah’ki Suggs, Jayla Thomas, Yeshua Thornton, Gia
Vantrease, Emily Walen, Justin Washington, and Taleoferro Williams.

The Blue Jay News Crew

Two members of the Blue Jay News
Crew at work.

The annual Alan B. Molby Scholarship is a $600
award presented to a former Hillside School graduate
who is completing high school and about to attend
a college or university. It recognizes a deserving student whose goals were hopefully shaped by Hillside
School. The scholarship is made possible by matching annual contributions from the Hillside Board of
Education and the Hillside Education Association
(HEA).
Interested students completed an intensive application process. After reviewing the applications,
HEA and Board of Education representatives chose
Quincey Trojanowski, who recently graduated from
Montini High School, as the eighth annual Alan B.
Molby Scholarship recipient.
She will attend Butler School of Music at the
University of Texas, Austin.

Quincey’s goal is to be a principal bassoonist
and/or soloist in a major orchestra.

Every school day morning
from April through the end of
the school year, 12 very dedicated, creative, fourth- through
eighth-grade students arrived
at Hillside School at 7:00 am
to create the Blue Jay News,
a filmed news show that was
broadcast to the entire
school on YouTube!

“The students’ commitment level was phenomenal,” stated Mr.
Gilmore. “They did not receive grades for their work but became
involved because they wanted to. I am extremely proud of the
students’ creativity and leadership.”

In the past, daily announcements were read over the
school’s intercom. Recently,
teachers had an idea: would
students want to star in and
produce their own daily news
show instead? The answer
was a resounding “yes!”

School-age children 18 years-of-age and younger who live
in the district can participate in a free breakfast program
by coming to Hillside School from 8:15 to 8:30 am Mondays
through Fridays from June 3 - August 16. Breakfast must be
eaten at the school. No reservations are needed.

The school used a grant to
purchase equipment that included a camera. Then,
interested students formed the Blue Jay News Crew.
These students reported on school news that included the day’s events, the lunch menu, and even the
weather. They also reported on after-school, weekend and community events.

To view the Blue Jay News episodes, go to YouTube and search
for the “Blue Jay News Crew.” All episodes are available. You’ll be
amazed at the professionalism of the Blue Jay News!

Free Breakfast

For further information, please call Mrs. Jennifer McGuire at
(708) 449-6490.

The District 93 Board of Education

The Blue Jay News Crew students wrote, directed,
starred in, videotaped, edited, and produced the
videos by themselves under the direction of Rob
Gilmore, director of technology, and Cindy Giron,
first grade teacher. “We were just in the room,” said
Mr. Gilmore. “The students took the lead.”
The result was a very professional newscast that was
broadcast at 8:45 am daily in all classrooms. The
students who “starred” in the broadcast even
became school celebrities!
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Members of the Hillside Board of Education are elected officials who help chart the direction of
the school district. Introducing the District 93 Board of Education (L to R): Camille Harris, Daryl
Richardson (president), Kim Shed-McLaurin, Deborah Johnson (vice president), Miguel Muñoz,
Cherese Pierce (secretary), and Karen Slater.
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Hillside School Students Excel!
Hillside School students are excelling in many different ways!
Here are just a few:

The National Geographic GEOBEE
Each year, Hillside School students
test their geography skills in the
National Geographic’s GEOBEE contest. Just like a spelling bee, students
compete to answer questions correctly until only one person remains.
Eighth grade student (and Academic
Excellence Award recipient) Allen
Luna won this year’s GEOBEE in
January when he correctly answered,
“Saginaw Bay, a popular summer tourAllen Luna
ist destination in the state of Michigan,
is an inlet of which lake?” (See answer below.) Allen is the school’s first
two-time GEOBEE winner; he also won in sixth grade!
Answer: Lake Huron.

Midwest Academic Talent Search
Selected Hillside School students participated in the Midwest
Academic Talent Search (NUMATS), sponsored by Northwestern
University’s Center for Talent Development. NUMATS is a program that
offers above-grade-level testing for academically talented students in
grades 3-9. Students participate in the NUMATS Talent Search by taking above-grade-level tests (tests that are intended for older students).
The test results provide details about the students’ academic abilities
to help them plan for their future.
Three Hillside School students were recognized for their SAT scores:
seventh grader Robert Isayah Cruz – Math SAT; eighth grader Emily
Walen – Math SAT; eighth grader Ava Okai – Reading/Writing SAT.
All three students scored over 500 in these subject areas. These
students and students from other schools were recognized for their
NUMATS achievements at a ceremony on May 1 at Park Junior High.

Robots on Parade
The school hosted a regional “robot” competition for more than 15
schools on March 9. It
was the first time the
School Citizen of the Year
school held this event,
West 40, the state educational agency
and the second time
that provides resources for students,
Hillside had a team in this
educators and families in the West
friendly contest. Teams
Cook County region, asks every school
of students in grades
to select a student to be the School
six through eight, who
Citizen of the Year (SCOTY). The annual
had made VEX robots,
award recognizes students who are
competed to see which
good role models for other students.
team had built the most
The 2019 Hillside School SCOTY
efficient robot. The teams
recipient is eighth grade student Kaleb
were judged on how well
Latham. Principal Bridget Gainer
Hillside School hosted the regional VEX Robot
their robots accomplished
competition.
stated, “Kaleb always remembers the
certain tasks, such as
Kaleb Latham
rules, is the first to volunteer for school stacking blocks. Hillside School had one VEX team with these seventhevents, helps younger children, and is on the student council.” The
and eighth-grade student scientists: Darrien Page, Allen Luna, Emily
SCOTY winners were honored at a ceremony at West Leyden High
Walen, and Armando Salgado.
School in April.
Speech and Drama Festival
West 40 also hosts the regional Speech and Drama Festival. On
February 9, 15 Hillside School students in grades five through eight
won 13 of 14 first place awards and two second place awards. The
team brought home a trophy for the school!
Students Showcase Their Art
Talented students from 56 schools in 15
school districts were selected to exhibit
their art at the fifth annual West Suburban
Consortium for Educational Excellence’s
(WSCAE) Art Expo, held at the Cheney
Mansion in Oak Park in April.
These Hillside School artists showcased
their work at the Art Expo: Olivia Serdin,
kindergarten; Gideon Kodipally, first grade;
Rigo Estrada-Negrete, second grade;
Jose Ayala Sanchez, third grade; Julian
Hernandez, fourth grade; Paige Beebe,
fourth grade; Johnathan Davis, fifth grade;
Latavia Porter, sixth grade; Jamileth
Rodriguez Vargas, seventh grade; and
Jason Allen, eighth grade.

What’s My Future?
This year, Hillside School implemented a new program that helped
selected seventh-grade students become leaders and plan for their
future. Through the “What’s My Future” program, which was created specifically for Hillside School through a collaboration among
District 93 educators and representatives from Mawi Learning, the
students worked on leadership skills, determined future education/
life goals, and visited Elmhurst College and the University of Illinois,
Chicago. (Mawi Learning is a social/emotional learning curriculum
that Hillside School has practiced for several years.)
Students worked with a coach from Mawi Learning for eight weeks.
At the program’s conclusion, their parents came to the school to
watch the students give individual presentations on their career and
life goals, their preferred colleges, and on additional items that were
addressed in the program.

Selected Hillside
School students were
among the exhibitors
at the annual WSCAE
Art Expo.

“We will implement the program again next year,” stated Principal
Bridget Gainer, “when this year’s students will mentor the new seventh grade students who will be in the program next year. It is our
hope that all of the students in the program will become involved in
school leadership.”
S U M M E R 2019
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Special Events Provide Learning and Fun!
Hillside families. In addition to the food, families joined
in “Games Around the World,” and enjoyed dance and
music performances by students.

Students performed at the Cultural Diversity Fair.

Throughout the year, District 93
features many special events for
students and their families to enjoy
together. Recent highlights are:

Cultural Diversity Fair
The second annual Cultural
Diversity Fair took place on
Saturday, May 18, at the school.
Families donated delicious homemade and store-bought food that
reflected the diverse ethnicities of

Pajama Party Reading Night
The annual Pajama Party Reading Night, on the evening
of March 19, celebrated “literacy, kindness, and giving to
others.” Guest speaker
Julia Durango, author of
“The One Day House,”
told of community and
togetherness. Other
events included reading
stations, a photo booth,
book fair, a writing
project, and “make and
take” crafts.
A photo booth was a
highlight of Pajama Party
Reading Night.
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