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SAT
Word of the
Month

Garner

v.

to collect; to gather
The all-city basketball player
garnered recruiting letters
from universities all over the
country.

Parent Teacher Association Return to
Lancaster High School Campus
Genesis Simmons (10)
The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) at Lancaster High School, dormant
for 8 years, is being reconstituted by the school’s current administration.
Lancaster High School principal Eleanor. Webb has announced that the
returning PTA will be available for all parents to attend. The first meting of
the re-constituted group was November 18.
“PTA meetings offer an opportunity for collaboration between parents,
teachers, students and community leaders,” says Webb.
She also adds that with having PTA meetings, “it helps with the successes
of our students by providing us with man power, by helping us earn money
with resources and activities that sometimes are not available to students
immediately.”
The PTA is also known as a great
resource for parents to get involved
in their children’s academic studies.
“Parents as you know are the first
educators of their children. So as
parents form a partnership with
us or should i say as we form a
partnership with parents, all of us
have a common goal and that is for our students to be successful in high
school and certainly to be successful beyond high school,”
adds Webb
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“There may have been a shift, but we are certainly shifting back to having a
very present and strong parent teacher association here at the high school
campus.”
The best way for any school to com together not only with the community
starts with the parents first. The PTA program is something that helps shape
a school and with that, it is important for parents to attend those meetings.
Check the Lancaster High School page on the Lancaster ISD website for
more information and upcoming meeting dates.

Firefighting Career Pathway Arrives
for 2019-2020 School Year
Kamryn Anderson (11)
Firefighting is the newest career path to be given to the students of Lancaster
ISD as an academic study program. Officials are already promoting the
program on campuses.
“We are hoping to have some of the kids who are already on the campus of
Lancaster High School select that as their course of study,” says Lancaster
ISD Career and Technical Education Coordinator Sheila Benskin.
“We’re also talking with our current 8th graders who will be 9th graders to
select that as a course of study as well.”
Recently, City of Dallas Firefighter DeMarcus Wilson, also an Lancaster
ISD alumnus, visited and talk to the high school students thinking about
this career path.
“I bring an awareness around some of the things students may not expect
about the job,” said Wilson.
Wilson is a driver and engineer at Station 32 in Dallas, Texas.

City Presents MLK Parade
On a very cold January nineteenth, the city of Lancaster held it annual
Martin Luther King Day Parade. Putting on an event like this takes months
of planning.
“The city has a special events ordinance and a special events team that meets
monthly,” says Lancaster Community Programs Coordinator Jasmine Carr.
“We go into everything from police and fire to the process for blocking off
a state road for the event.”
The hard work, according to Carr, is worth it for the engagement of members
of the community.

Coming Soon

Black History Bowl
February 2, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
LHS Auditorium
Saturday School
February 2
7:30 a.m. - Noon

Fine Arts Auxiliary Interest
Parent Meeting (mandatory)
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
LHS Auditorium
Parent Conference Day and
Student Holiday
February 8
Saturday School
February 9
7:30 a.m. - Noon
Saturday School
February 16
7:30 a.m. - Noon
No School - President’s Day
February 18
Day of Dance
February 22
Saturday School
February 23
7:30 a.m. - Noon
Lancaster Couch to 5K
February 23
Lancaster Senior Life Center
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

“We had all kinds of different organizations from Big Brothers and Big
Sisters to our Sheriff ’s Department, our lovely organizations from Lancaster
ISD and we even had Texas College come down from Tyler to perform.”

Black History Month Program
Late February

This is the first year the city has had control of the entire event. In years
previous, the parade and a follow-up presentation, was managed by the
Lancaster Martin Luther King Foundation.

Lancaster ISD Board Meeting
February 28
Administration Bldg.
6:30 p.m.

Juniors Have Opportunity to
‘Trade’ Tests
Ashley Williams (12)

For the first time, students can exempt themselves from the TSI (Texas
Success Initiative) test - but only if they meet certain thresholds on STAAR
testing in May.
TSI (Texas Success Initiative) is a college entry test to acknowledge students
college readiness.
TSI falls hand and hand with ACT (American College Testing) and SAT
(Scholastic Aptitude Test). Although students don’t have to take all three, at
least one is needed for college entry.
This year, students will take the Algebra 2 and English 3 End of Course
(EOC) exams. This is the first year that juniors in Lancaster ISD will be
required to take those exams
If students pass both, they are exempt from taking the TSI and it also
indicates that the students are college ready.
There are three levels to passing which
are approaches, meets and mastards.
“If you get to approaches level, it says
that you’re not really on grade level
yet but that you’re almost there and
that’s the minimum passing standard,”
says Lancaster High School Associate
Principal Latasha Murry.
“Meet level indicates that the
standard has been met which is where
the students are expected to reach.
Masters level shows that the student
is above his/her grade level and are is
definitely college ready. Scale score
for Algebra 2 is 4000 which is 29 out
of 50 questions. English 3 questions
33 out of 68 which is on a scale score
of 3775.”
The Algebra 2 EOC test will by May
13. The English 3 EOC will be May
14.

ASVAB
Given Jan.
Twentyfour
Amaiyah Carter (12)
Lancaster
High
School
students had the opportunity
recently to take the Armed
Service Vocational Aptitude
Battery (ASVAB) test, which
allowing the military to assess
which area the student would
be most successful in the US
Armed Forces.
“I don’t see any cons to the test
because you cannot fail it,”
says Lancaster High School
JROTC Commander Major
Eric Mosley. “If you don’t
want to go into the military,
you don’t have to take it.”
The test is not mandatory
for students to take - but it
is mandatory for schools to
provide.
“The legislature passed the
Texas Education Bill 29.905
that says the ASVAB must
be given each year during
the school day to all students
in grades 11-12,” adds LHS
Testing Coordinator Gay
Bohanan.
The ASVAB is the first step for
students interested in enlisting
in the US Armed Forces.
Students are able to take the
test more than once, but each
retake must be a month apart.

LHS Teacher Recognized by Day of Dance
Natl. Math Science Initiative Upcoming
Kayla Lerma (11)

Rhakiah Morgan (10)

LHS English teacher Shunta Spencer was selected as teacher of the month
for December for NMSI. A non-profit organization based in Dallas, Texas,
that was formed to improve student performances in STEM.

Lancaster ISD’s Fine Arts
Department will celebrate
a Day of Dance this month
to demonstrate to younger
students what Lancaster High
School dance students are
learning.

“I almost cried like I found out at 9 o’clock at night,” Spencer said.
“Their program manager came in here and he saw kind of how things worked
and the relationships with students which can be good or bad depending
on the student, but he just saw how the English students particular showed
up for things.”
The NMSI recognition was noticed by the school’s administration.
“I am elated that recognition
came to Ms. Spencer. She’s a
hard worker, she always put her
children first” said LHS Principal
Eleanor Webb.
“It is her greatest desire to see her
children succeed and for other
people to recognize the hard work,
energy, and effort that she puts in
to that purpose speaks volumes
and I’m so very proud of her.”
In addition, she also touched
on the subject about how this
recognition helps with other
teachers in the district.
“Well it’s just a reminder that
if you keep doing what you do
the best you know somebody
somewhere is looking and you
may not get recognition immediately but I think the greatest honor is for
a successful student to graduate with the ability to earn more than a high
school diploma and so it just an encouragement to let other teachers know,
yes what you do matters and at some point somebody will recognize that,”
added Webb.
Spencer was featured on the NMSI website and their teacher-centric blog.

“It’s a way to allow the younger
students to be inspired by
the older students,” says LHS
Director of Dance Studies
Carla Wattley-Bradley.
The high school students not
only get to perform for the
youngsters, but they also get
to learn - from a professional
dance company.
“We are going to have a guest
company called the Atlanta
Dance Connection. They’re
going to come and teach a
master class as well as dance
for us,” adds Wattley-Bradley.
Day of Dance will be February
22.

February 8, 2019
Greetings,
The English teachers at Lancaster High School will be hosting “STAAR BLITZ
TUTORIALS” to ensure your child is prepared and successful on this upcoming
exam which is April 8th English I, and April 10th, English II. It is imperative your
child participates in all the blitz tutorials. We will offer additional extra credit and
other incentives that will not only benefit his/her six weeks grade, but opportunities
for your child to win prizes. Please commit to all of the following dates and
communicate with your child the purpose of being successful on this exam.

Sat., Mar 2nd 8am-12pm
Sat., Mar 23rd 8am-12pm
Sat., Mar 30th 8am-12pm
Sat., April 6th 8am-12pm
Transportation will be provided. Breakfast and lunch will be served.
Thanks for your support,

English Department Team
Lancaster High School

