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principal’s message
Dear Mission Prep families and partners,
Autumn on our campus is a very special time of the school
year and this year in particular seems particularly energetic.
Of course, our campus renovation projects continue to
inspire us, as each stage of construction changes the
interior of our theater into what will surely be one of the
finest venues for the dramatic arts anywhere on the coast
(although, as anyone who has undertaken a similar project
can appreciate, I think that God has chosen this project
to teach me patience!). We remain optimistic that around
the turn of the calendar year we will be able to move in
to that incredible space. It will be a fitting milestone for
the incredible Performing Arts legacy that has been built at
MCP. In a coming issue of the Royal Pride we hope to post
some photos of our progress, so stay tuned!
Even beyond this literal buzz of activity, the energy of this
sacred space is palpable. Smiling, engaged, happy students
seem to be everywhere, and not just in the classroom. MCP
students are changing the world every day through their
acts of service and excellence. These can range from small
acts of love done in almost total anonymity, to acts that
carry a potentially global impact, and everything in between.
Much of this good work is done with little fanfare and far
too much goes unlauded due to the selfless nature of it.
However, when we do learn about student accomplishments,
milestones, and acts of extraordinary human kindness, we
do our very best celebrate them.
Over the course of every month these stories of our
community are gathered and every month the students and
staff of MCP gather together in community and recognize

those students who’ve been brought to our attention. We
begin these monthly assemblies with a gospel reading by
one of our staff members, who then offers their reflection
to the students. As principal, I then have the distinct honor
of recognizing our amazing students and their achievements.
Calling out students in front of their peers to be applauded
and recognized is a huge tribute to their works of compassion
and excellence but it occurred to us recently that these
achievements are also worthy of publishing here, in the Royal
Pride, and I hope to make it a regular feature of my monthly
comments to announce the amazing work being done by the
students of Mission College Preparatory Catholic High School.
And so, allow me to recognize the group of students we
lauded at our October Gospel Assembly: Junior JACOB SVITEK
volunteered on a recent Saturday to give a tour to the class
of ’68 at MCP who were in town for their 50th high school
reunion (afterwords I’m told they simply could not stop
talking about Jacob’s performance; in the words of one proud
alumna, they “loved him!”). Freshman MARGARET HEFFERNAN
placed 11th in the area regional golf finals. Senior football
player BRAYDEN FARR was named Max Preps West Region
National Player of The Week. The MCP Physics club led by
seniors ALEX RAMEY and JOHN WRIGHT, and junior WESLEY
WEISENBERGER, working with our Physics club moderator,
Mr. Daniels, successfully launched and recovered their
fourth weather balloon since the founding of the club. The
balloon reached a height of approximately 92,600 ft before
landing in the Central Valley off of Hwy 46. Junior SERAFINA
MADONNA’s film ‘Leave Her Wild’ has been accepted into the
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EQUUS Film Festival as a student entry. Junior KYLIE BREWER just finished writing a young adult book called “Beneath the
Willow” (its 394 pages long!). A group of MCP students spent one Saturday morning in October gleaning 748 lbs of lettuce so
that it could be donated to families in need throughout the county. And lastly, we celebrated the junior attendees, as well as
all of the student and adult leaders who took time out of their schedules to make the Junior Retreat a meaningful experience.
Not bad for one month!
If you know of one of our students who should be recognized with a Gospel Assembly ‘shout out’ please contact our Director
of Campus Ministry, Mrs. Buresh and let us know the details. We, of course, will never hear about so much of the good work
our students do but please let us know of any student who has touched your heart or achieved something extraordinary so
that we can share their gifts with our entire community.
Lastly for this month, MCP recently launched our annual fundraising initiative, the Annual Fund drive. Through the generosity
of this entire community, over the past several years the annual fund drive has provided nearly 10% of the operational
funding necessary to keep an MCP education accessible to every family. It is an absolutely critical part of our advancement
efforts. Each and every MCP student benefits directly from the contributions made to this initiative and I thank you for your
generous participation again this year.
It remains impossible for me to imagine all of the past families, religious, teachers, benefactors, and students who have
contributed to this ministry and I am overwhelmed when I contemplate the number of lives that have been elevated and the
impact upon the world that the women and men of MCP have had. I thank you all and I hope you enjoy a wonderful month
of prayer and Thanksgiving.

Michael Susank
Principal
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from the office of...
Assistant Principal for Academics | Noha Kolkailah
Dear Parents,
As we progress through the latter half of first semester, it’s a great time to reflect with your student on their mental
and emotional well-being. The month of October has been filled with opportunity for reflection and recalibration as
our school community moved in and out of a Profile of the Grad interactive music event, junior retreat, and a Gospel
Assembly that touched all of our hearts. Throughout this month, many of our students have shared stories and deeper
insight into each other’s struggles, consistently surfacing a common theme of kindness and being there for one another
during difficult times.
The people our students surround themselves with is critical to their formation. The skill of choosing friends is especially
important as we prepare to send our students off to college. The more our students believe in the depths of their abilities,
the stronger their moral compass will become and the more authentic they will allow themselves to be.
We thank you for your partnership in this endeavor to form women and men who become inspired to serve in deeper life
with God’s message of love, and deeper life with one another.

Accreditation:
On another note, MCP has entered into another accreditation cycle that begins with a two year self-study. A large
portion of the data we collect to assess our progress as a school is perception data. Parents will receive a survey early next
semester to give us specific insight on certain issues. In advance, we appreciate your involvement in our decision making
for the future planning of our school. Also, in the spring, parents will also have an opportunity to join in conversations
with faculty and admin to help us determine the next big steps forward.

Best regards,
Noha Kolkailah
Assistant Principal of Academics
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from the office of...
Director of Student Life | Felix Lugo
Dear MCP families:
As we reached the month of November I want to say how thankful I am
to be part of a caring community here at MCP. The last couple of months
has been rewarding. I’ve had many conversations with students regarding
different topics and by the end of those conversations I am pleased
to hear that student(s) are working on not only improving themselves
but how they could be a role model for others. Thank you again for
entrusting MCP with your children and allowing us to help you guide
their future.
We will be having our 4th assembly as part of the *Profile of An MCP
Graduate and the Student Life Curriculum.
Next assembly is:
Wednesday, November 7, 2018. The topic will be on
Drugs and Alcohol: “When, Where, Why, Who, What and How?”
presented by MCP Student Life.
There will also be a performance “21 Chump Street” by the Drama Club.
21 Chump Street Lin-Manuel
Miranda’s 15 minute musical, based
on a true story from an episode
of This American Life, will be
performed November 7 during a
Profile of The Grad Assembly at
10:00 am.

If you were not able to view the previous
Royal Pride newsletters we have covered the
following topics since the start of the school
year:
• Time Management – Presented by Cal
Poly PULSE Peers Understanding Listening
Supporting Educating (Sophomore and
Juniors)
• In This Together: A Message About Mental
Wellness – Presented by Transitions Mental
Health Association. (Freshman)
• Tobacco and Vaping – Presented by the
County of San Luis Health Agency Public
Health Department - Tobacco Control
Program. They discussed the health effects
of vaping; detailing how vapes work, the
chemicals in vapes, the consequences of
starting young, and how students can make a
change.

Upcoming presentation for Freshmen:
Crime Prevention
Thursday, November 29, 2018
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Office
(Crime Prevention Programs)
Presented by Brandy Swain, Crime Prevention
Specialist – cyber-bullying, Internet safety, and
texting/cell phone safety.

The plot follows high school senior
Justin, who falls madly in love
with new girl Naomi. Justin will
try anything to impress her, even
buying drugs from the cool kids.
But Naomi has a secret — she’s an
undercover cop. MCP’s Drama Club
will present this 15 minute musical
in conjunction with Speaker Felix
Lugo- Director of Student Life.
Mr Lugo will give a presentation
on Drugs and Alcohol. Parents are
encouraged to attend.

Upcoming presentation for Seniors:
Financial Planning
TBA - Financial Literacy: The importance of
having good credit and why it’s important to
start financial planning early for short and long
term goals. Presented by Wells Fargo Bank.
Continued on next page

Drug Prevention: K-9
We value using a proactive approach to addressing the issue of illegal drugs. This year we will have several visits from
local law enforcement officials during school days. Starting this month, the Cal Poly University Police Department will
be visiting with a K-9 Unit trained in narcotics detection. Our goal at MCP is to hold an ongoing conversation with
students and families about the importance of maintaining a substance-free campus. The purpose and plan of this
project is not to “catch” students, but rather to promote a drug-free MCP campus. The knowledge that a drug detection
dog is used regularly on school grounds is often enough to deter the possession, trafficking, and use of drugs by
students. Please note that no event precipitated our use of this method of illegal drug detection.
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Grace Calhoun will be presenting at:
LOCATION
Mission San Luis De Tolosa, Parish Hall
Monday, November 19, 2018 at 6:00 pm
751 Palm St, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

What We Really Know About e-Cigarettes
The FDA recently declared teen e-cigarette usage, also
known as vaping, to be a national “epidemic.” Schools in
San Luis Obispo County are no exception, as the majority
of students will admit to knowing a peer who vapes or to
vaping themselves. E-cigarettes are designed to appeal to
youth, with sleek designs and a plethora of flavors ranging
from “Fruity Papa Smurf” to “Rainbow Drops,” which make
them seem harmless, cool, and fun. In reality, the nicotine
potency and chemicals in e-cigarettes are detrimental to
the health of our youth. Please join other concerned parents
in learning about what we really know about e-cigarettes,
in a presentation delivered by Grace Calhoun of the San Luis
Obispo County Health Agency’s Tobacco Control Program.
Note: Grace presented to our Sophomore, Junior and
Seniors on September 10th on the dangers of vapes/tobacco
products.

Presentation inquiries: Contact Grace Calhoun at
gcalhoun@co.slo.ca.us
Space is Limited - please RSVP as soon as possible.
RSVP: Felix Lugo, Director of Student Life at flugo@
missionprep.org
Thank you and I look forward to seeing you there.
*Profile of An MCP Graduate Elements: Faith-filled, Academic
Achievers, Spirited Individuals, Ethical Decision-Makers, Effective
Communicators, Compassionate Leaders, Globally Responsible
Citizens, Lifelong Learners, and Steward of One’s Self. Student Life
Curriculum parallels with these elements and includes topics such
as safety, empathy, diversity, accountability, empowerment and
community.

Business Management | Gwenn Krossa
Did you know you can contribute to Mission Prep when you shop? With Christmas just a couple months away, now is the
time to make every shopping dollar count!

1

2

Our newest addition is AMAZON
SMILE. If you shop on Amazon, this
is a great and easy way to give back
to Mission Prep with each order.

Ralphs – If you shop at Ralphs,
make your dollars count for Mission
Prep by joining their Community
Rewards program.

Simply visit smile.amazon.com, and
log in with your Amazon credentials.
You can then choose Mission College
Preparatory Catholic High School as
your charity of choice.

Log in to your account on Ralphs.com
Go to your account summary by
clicking on your name, and then
My Account On the left panel, click
“Community Rewards” and enter the
NPO number for Mission Prep: YH451

From then
on, just make
sure that you
always start
your Amazon
shopping at
smile.Amazon.
com

3
Register your credit cards with
eScrip
Go to www.escrip.com to sign up.
You will enter your credit, debit and/
or reward cards, and can view the
list of participating merchants. A
percentage of your purchases will be
automatically donated to MCP each
time you use a registered card at a
participating merchant.

These are all easy ways to help the school without costing you anything
extra. If you have questions or need help signing up, contact Gwenn Krossa
in the Business Office at gkrossa@missionprep.org or 543-2131 x 402

Enrollment and Business Management | Shawna Foster and Gwenn Krossa
Applications for 2019-2020 Tuition Assistance will open January 2, 2019 and due Jan 28, 2019, and will require your
2017 tax returns.
Families will be notified of their Tuition Assistance award in early March prior to Registration. If you have questions,
please contact Gwenn Krossa in the Business Office – 805-543-2131 x402 or gkrossa@missionprep.org.
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from the office of...
Enrollment | Shawna Foster
Mission College Prep has a Facebook page:

CLICK TO VISIT

and is listed on Niche:

CLICK TO VISIT

Please make sure to “Like” our Facebook page to follow what is happening on campus. Both platforms allow students
and parents to write reviews of our school and co-curricular programs so, if you are inclined, please share your Mission
Prep story.

Short-Term Host Families Needed for Visiting International Students
This winter, Mission Prep has an exciting opportunity for MCP families! Our school has partnered with the International
Partnership of Education Research and Communication (IPERC) to host a group of students and educators from China for
a week-long stay.
For this exciting opportunity, IPERC is searching for families interested in hosting some of these students from
Tuesday, January 21, 2019 – Sunday, January 27, 2019 (International students will be invited to attend Winter Formal on Saturday, January 26, 2019). A huge component of their experience in the US is immersing themselves in both
activities and family life; in this way, the host family component of the journey is incredibly important – it’s typically
their favorite experience while in the US!
Host families are expected to provide appropriate sleeping arrangements, breakfast, dinner and provide transportation to
and from Mission College Prep each day. In addition, every family will be given a $35 stipend per student/day. In order
to keep students together, IPERC is hoping that families are willing to host 2-3 students at once (students can share a
bedroom) however, IPERC can certainly be flexible if a family can only host one student.
This is a wonderful opportunity for both the visiting students and host families to broaden their global perspective and
make new friends! If you are interested and/or have additional questions, please contact Rachel Fullin, IPERC Program
Director, at rachelfullin@iperc.org or Becky Zhou at beckyzhou@iperc.org.
IPERC is a non-profit educational exchange organization that aims to promote cross-cultural connections and understanding through many educational avenues including its sister school program, where Chinese students come to the US
and visit their sister schools. Please visit their website at www.iperc.org or send an email to info@iperc.org for additional
information.
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from the office of...
Campus Ministry | Stephanie Buresh
HAPPY THANKSGIVING MCP Family!
We are so grateful for each and every one of you!
November is such a special month in our faith and
personal lives! It is the month of our Thanksgiving
holidays and a beautiful tribute to our blessings and all
that we have been gifted with in our lives!
During this month of November in Campus Ministry,
we focus on our gifts and our gratitude for all we have:
especially our faith, our families, friends, freedoms, each
other, and all of our blessings. Our shared morning prayers
this month, while reflecting on our own many blessings,
allows us the many dimensions of a growing gratitude,
compassion, and empathy for those who do not have
enough to nurture body, spirit, and soul. “To find God in
all things” as St. Ignatius Loyola reminds us is a beautiful
way to live each day. Meeting the Lord with gratitude
in all things and all situations while living our everyday
existence is of the essence of our focus this November.
On another note, our Junior Retreat held on October
22 and 23 at Camp Ocean Pines in Cambria was a

meaningful overnight retreat in which we deepened our
relationship with God through reflection, prayer, small
group discussion, and celebrating liturgy together. We
heard from senior and adult leaders about the spiritual
and personal challenges they have had in their lives
and how they are moving on. Students shared “Where
they were... Where they are... and where they are going”
in talks where they learned to understand themselves
by looking back and working hard to move forward in
healthy spiritual and relational ways. We identified our
strengths and those qualities we would like to change and
nourish to improvement. We affirmed each other as to our
observations and interactions with one another and kept
a special partner in our prayer and kind works during the
course of the retreat. Our juniors reported it was a needed
and welcome retreat experience…and we can report
joyfully, that while still an optional retreat, it was attended
by 90% of our junior class. We are grateful that it met
their needs at this time in their high school journey.

NOVEMBER UPCOMING CAMPUS MINISTRY EVENTS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1 | ALL SAINTS DAY LITURGY
(HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION) Mass will be celebrated at the Mission at 10:00am with Father Jim. Everyone is
invited to join us.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10 | PEOPLES KITCHEN (FRESHMEN)

NOVEMBER

As a community we commit ourselves to serving at our local soup kitchen (People’s Kitchen) on the second
Saturday of every month. Each month a different class is in charge of providing food for that month and
another for serving food. The freshmen students who will serve this month are listed below.
Lucas Antoine
Mason Breen
Kaden Chaney
Julianna Guthrie
Sophia Ferrigno
Madison Breen
Max Goldman
Julia Friedman

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 | GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
Once a month we gather as a community to listen to the gospel reading for that month’s liturgy. A faculty, staff
or administrator will proclaim the gospel and give a short, personal reflection on the gospel reading.
This month MCP football coach David Schuster will give his reflection on the gospel reading.

NOVEMBER 21-25 | THANKSGIVING BREAK
HAPPY THANKSGIVING MCP! We are so grateful!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25 | FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING
TUESDAY, NOV. 27 AND WEDNESDAY, NOV. 28 | SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
It is our privilege to offer the Sacrament to our students during this month. Students will sign up to
receive the sacrament during their Religion classes when possible.
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parent association meetings

WELCOME MISSION PREP PARENTS!

Please join us for the next
Parents Association Meeting with Student Council
Friday, November 9th, 7:30 am
Café Royale
Coffee and refreshments will be provided
It’s a great way to stay connected with your child’s school, and meet others who do the same.
All parents are members of the Parent Association and are welcome!

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Mark your calendars and plan to join us for our monthly Parent Association meetings.
November

9

Fri

7:30 am

Parents Association Meeting

December

7

Fri

7:30 am

Parents Association Meeting/Christmas Celebration

January

22

Wed

8:30 am

Parents Assn mtg with Student Council

February

8

Fri

7:30 am

Parents Association Meeting

March

12

Tues

8:00 am

Parents Assn mtg with Faculty/Staff

April

12

Fri

7:30 am

Parents Association Meeting

May

10

Fri

7:30 am

Parents Association Meeting
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parent service opportunities
MCP relies on the talents, service and generosity of parents.
The parent service commitment is a vital and integral part of the school. Please be as involved as you are able. To sign
up click on the activity links below, or contact the Parents Association Leaders (PAL) listed.
Note: To volunteer for any activity where students may be present, you must have completed your volunteer clearance.
You can sign up to supply requested items without volunteer clearance.

SPEECH TOURNAMENT COORDINATOR
We are looking for a parent to work with Mrs. Pierucci to coordinate the parent help needed to support student
participants and adult judges for MCP’s first Speech Tournament for 6-7-8 graders on Saturday, April 13. Exact needs are
yet to be determined, but will likely include hospitality and refreshments. If interested or for questions contact Lois Gall,
lgall@missionprep.org
JOB FAIR COORDINATOR
Are you interested in coordinating a Job Fair on the morning of April 1 for MCP students to interview and obtain
summer jobs or internships. This is a parent-run event. Last year’s coordinator is willing to mentor this year’s
coordinator. If interested or for questions contact Lois Gall, lgall@missionprep.org
Ongoing

Prayer is powerful! We are welcoming parents to pray in the MCP Chapel for our students and
school community. Please sign up below by clicking on the link: CHAPEL PRAYERS

Nov 4

Open House (1-3pm)
Parent help is needed with decorations, check in, and manning the welcome tables. To
offer your help contact Parents Association Open House Coordinator Chelsea Montgomery,
hrsmomy@hotmail.com, 805-540-8585.

Nov - Jan

Staff Appreciation-Sophomores Host
Sophomores are in charge of Staff Appreciation this quarter. (Each class hosts one quarter.) We
will be remembering each staff member on his/her birthdays with a small gift. You can sign up
to participate at STAFF APPRECIATION BIRTHDAYS
Sophomore Class will also be hosting the staff Christmas lunch. A sign-up will be sent out
later. You may contact PALs Kathy Collins (Held) Kathy.collins11@yahoo.com, 805-314-4336 or
Kristen Marsalek, lucysmom03@hotmail.com, 805-441-7304 to offer your help and/or ideas for
showing our staff how much we appreciate them.

Nov - Feb

Soccer Admission Gate
Parent volunteers are needed to collect fees or check entrance passes at home soccer games. To
sign up follow this link: SOCCER ADMISSION GATE
For questions contact Scott Beavers at harveyplumbing@sbcglobal.net or 805-610-4705.

Dec - Feb

Women’s Basketball Admission Gate
Parent volunteers are needed to collect fees or check entrance passes at home women’s
basketball games. To sign up follow this link: WOMEN’S BASKETBALL ADMISSION GATE
For questions contact Scott Beavers at harveyplumbing@sbcglobal.net or 805-610-4705.
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Jan - Feb

Men’s Basketball Admission Gate
Parent volunteers are needed to collect fees or check entrance passes at home men’s basketball
games. To sign up follow this link: MEN’S BASKETBALL ADMISSION GATE
For questions contact Scott Beavers at harveyplumbing@sbcglobal.net or 805-610-4705.

Dec - Feb

Basketball Concessions
Parent volunteers are needed to work the concession stand for home basketball games. To
volunteer to help or for questions contact PAL Karen Lopez, 209-777-0071, klopez@alliedci.
com. Or to sign up follow the links:
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL CONCESSIONS
MEN’S BASKETBALL CONCESSIONS

Nov-Jan

On-Call Help, Hosted by Freshmen Class
Freshmen are in charge of On-Call help this quarter. Each class covers one quarter of the year
to assist with unexpected school needs. Please help if contacted by coordinator Rachel Neville.
Rachel may be contacted at 661-575-7096 or rneville821@gmail.com.

Anytime

Volunteer Clearance – Virtus – Protecting God’s Children
You may receive 1 parent service hour for completing the Virtus online training needed for
volunteer clearance. All parents are encouraged to get cleared to volunteer. To complete the
online training click on the link: VIRTUS
Select: Catholic Dioceses, >Monterey Diocese, >Volunteer.
We recognize that God gave each of us different gifts to share.
Please share your gifts for the benefit of our MCP students and staff.

announcements
Open House
Please spread the word that our annual Open House will be taking place on Sunday November 4, 1-3pm. Please
make sure to invite those families you know who may be interested in MCP to come attend MCP’s Open House. For
questions about Open House contact Shawna Foster, Director of Enrollment Management at sfoster@missionprep.org
or extension 421.
Submit Hours
As you do parent service hours, remember to turn in all your hours to the MCP Business Office. You may submit your
hours online by following this link: PARENT SERVICE HOURS. Or if you prefer, you may use the Parent Service Hour
Form. The form is available on the MCP website, on both the Parents page and the Parents Assn. page. It may also
be picked up in the Business Office or at Parents Assn. Meetings. Completed forms can be emailed to Gwenn Krossa,
gkrossa@MISSIONPREP.org, faxed to 805-543-4359, or dropped off at the school office or Parents Assn. Meetings.
Directory Addendum
The Directory Addendum for your MCP Directory has been completed and was emailed to all parents. It contains
additions, corrections and changes to the 2018-19 MCP Directory. If you did not receive it, please contact your Parents
Association Class Secretary. We suggest you print it and staple it to the last page of your Directory for reference
throughout this year. (The last page of the Directory has been reserved for the Addendum.) Links to the Directory
Addendum are posted on the Parents Association webpage of the MCP website, where you also have access to much
other useful information.

[ page 11]

T H E

R O Y A L

P R I D E

N O V E M B E R

2 0 1 8

Directory Use
Our Directory is a wonderful tool for helping our families connect. Please remember to be respectful of this information.
It is for the use of our parents, students and staff only. Do not use it for sales or marketing purposes. But we do
encourage you to use it frequently to connect with others in the MCP community.
Serving Dishes
Please do not bring and leave at MCP any serving dishes of value to you, whether monetary or sentimental. With many
people involved in events we cannot assure they will be returned. If you do bring a non-disposable dish, please put your
name on it to help in getting it back to you.
Staff Appreciation Quarters Hosted by Class Parents
We are blessed with incredible teachers, administrators and staff at MCP, dedicated to guiding, assisting, and motivating
each student to be her or his best. To help show our appreciation as a community, each class takes one-quarter of the
school year to be responsible for staff appreciation. As one aspect of staff appreciation, each class hosts one luncheon
for the staff on a pre-assigned day. They also honor the staff who have birthdays during their quarter. Any other
types of appreciation come as “surprises” to the staff. Each class chooses when and how they would like to express
appreciation to our staff. To assist, contact your class Staff Appreciation Coordinator. Sophomores will be hosting for
the months of November, December and January.
Mass November 1, 9:50am, All Saints Day
We invite all parents to join us for Mass with the MCP students, faculty, staff and other parents to celebrate All Saints
Day. In the Catholic tradition this is considered a Holy Day of Obligation.
People’s Kitchen, November 11
MCP will serve at People’s Kitchen again Saturday, November 11th. Please mark your calendars now. The freshman class
will provide the lunch and wish list items at the Prado Center in SLO at 11am. The assigned sophomores will serve. Keep
an eye out for the list of students who will be serving. If your student is not able to serve, please make arrangements for
another student to take his/her place.
Frequently Asked Question
Q. What is the People’s Kitchen and how is MCP involved?
A. The People’s Kitchen is a non-profit organization that provides a noon meal to the hungry at the Prado Day Center.
MCP provides and serves lunch at the Center on the second Saturday of each month, throughout the school year
(with the exception of December). Students earn community service hours for their help. There are two components
to the People’s Kitchen. Each sophomore student is asked to serve food at Prado on one Saturday sometime during
the school year. A list comes out at the beginning of the year assigning the sophomores their dates to serve. They
volunteer for a couple hours, from 11am-1pm. The other component to People’s Kitchen is on each Saturday that
MCP serves, a specific class is asked to provide the food. All classes are assigned two times a year to provide the food.
Each student in the class is designated a specific food item to bring. This list goes out ahead of time to both students
and parents.

Upcoming Royal Pride Submissions
Do you have events for December or January that you would like to include in the next issue of the Royal Pride? Please
submit event information, requests for help, or words of thanks to PA Secretary Robin Daou, rdaou63@outlook.com,
805-975-6061 by November 15th for the December issue.
Team Masses
Upcoming Team Masses for Coaches, Students & Parents: (Masses take place in the school chapel at 12:45pm)
10/25 Girls Volleyball
11/8
Girls Tennis
11/29 Cross Country
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Christmas Items Wanted
Student leadership is looking for some Christmas items. They aren’t asking for people to buy any of these items, just
to donate items they may have around and aren’t using. If you have any of the following items to donate, please drop
them off in Mr. Krossa’s room or the office ASAP.
1. Artificial Christmas trees any size, with or without lights (but not broken ones)
2. Outside LED lights, white or colored
3. Outside decorations to hang on large Christmas tree

volunteer appreciation — thank you!
Royal Spirit Award October – Allison Hungerford
The Royal Spirit Award for the month of November is offered with gratitude and appreciation
to Allison Hungerford who has been a PAL for many years. Allison has contributed to MCP over
the years as a team parent and is currently on the homecoming committee. She is the proud
senior parent of Finley Hungerford. As fitting for our homecoming theme, Superheroes, she is
an MCP superhero! All parent volunteers are also superheroes. Thank you, Allison, for all you do
to elevate and support MCP and for being our superhero!
Staff Appreciation - Junior Parents
The faculty and staff wish to shower thanks upon the Junior Parents who
contributed to and assisted with staff appreciation throughout the months
of August, September and October. We felt so loved and appreciated! Thank
you for remembering us on our birthdays. Thank you for the delicious and
amazing Italian lunch. You lifted our spirits! We would like to especially
acknowledge the Junior Staff Appreciation Coordinators, Kim Goodwin and
Margie Kowall for organizing and coordinating it all.
With our gratitude, MCP Staff and Faculty
HOMECOMING
Homecoming Week is over! It was a great success because of all the generous and
hardworking parents and students that pitched in to help.
During the week:
• Hallways were decorated and judged
• Themed dress-ups and pep rallies occurred daily
• The Powder Puff Game was played with upperclassmen victorious
• Royal couples were identified in each class
• Golf Carts were decorated and judged
• Stages and Balloon Arches were set up for the Royalty Assembly and Half Time
Festivities
• The Homecoming King and Queen were celebrated. Congrats to Mace Sherlock and
Aryanna Ferdinandi!
• The Alumni Reception was held and included a special reunion for the class of 1998
• The gym was transformed into Gotham City for the Homecoming Dance
• Students enjoyed Laser Tag, a Photo Booth and a student DJ for the Homecoming Dance while snacking on dry-ice
punch, fruit and cookies
All of these wonderful events could not have happened without the tremendous support of MCP parents and Mr. Krossa
and his Leadership students. The coordinators for the events were
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Alumni Reception: Joan Reilly, Kay Stores and Julie Ezzo; Homecoming Game Festivities: Kim
Goodwin and Kathy Collins; Homecoming Dance: Allison Hungerford. They gathered the following
list of parent volunteers by category of effort. It is likely not all inclusive because there were so
many parents that helped when they saw a need.

Alumni Reception - Alumni and Alumni Parents Reception
*Claudia Tolentino, *Robin Daou, *Celeste Grey, David and Karen Beaudin,
*Andy and Claire Fetyko, Chanan Gridiron, *Stephanie Turner, *Trisha
Rodriguez, Jim Klo, *Alan and Becca Vander Horst, Erin Sinnott, *Melany
Walker, Mia Mahernia, *Ursula Englund, Kathleen Schroeder, Kim Faruzzi,
Paula Walker, Jim Reilly, Sarah Gomez and the students who helped clean up!
Decorating - Hallways, Alumni Reception and Gym:
Nancy Guthrie, Melissa Crandall, *Shawna Foster, *Kathy Gutierrez, *Trisha Rodriguez, *Robin
Daou, *Melany Walker, *Stacy White, Caroline Vaccaro, *Becca Vander Horst, Celeste Grey,
*Ursula Englund, *Claudia Tolentino, Caroline Doherty, *Abhang Naik. A special shout out
to Tom and Vanessa Friedman for all the drapes and spectacular lighting at several of the
events.
Stage Set-ups and Balloon Arch: *Howard and Noel York, *Ursula Englund, *Trisha
Rodriguez, Laura Pampa, Elaine Esajian, Jo Ellen Schrader, *Abhang Naik
Flowers for the Royal Court - Stacey White
Powder Puff Support - Jeff and Terri Gibbs,
Deanne Elenick, Jenny Gaalswyk, Veronica Sanchez
Food Donations for Homecoming Dance - Mandi
Page, *Kathy Gutierrez, Suzie Madonna, Linda
Schroeder, Pamela David, Sara Irons, Cecilia Dunes,
Claudia Tolentino, Mia Bremer, *Robin Daou,
*Celeste Grey, *Andy Fetyko, *Stephanie Turner,
*Trisha Rodriguez,
Monitoring Laser Tag, Door Check and Concessions at the Dance - Mary Janowicz, Sherri Parkinson, Heather Hurley,
Dave Parkinson, Joshua Yaguda, *Trisha Rodriguez, *Claudia Tolentino
*Awesome parents who volunteered for more than one task.

A million thanks to all parent volunteers and the fabulous student leadership team!
You created a wonderful MCP Homecoming Week!
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from the department of...
Guidance and College Counseling | Mr. Vegher, Ms. Oceguera, and Ms. Suderman
Guidance Activities
Seniors
The counselors are in the process of having individual meetings with the seniors. The purpose of the meeting is to review
each student’s “Colleges I’m Applying To” list to verify that all the required documents and information have been requested.
Counselors sent all documents for early decision applications by the November 1st deadline. Counselors will send all
documents for those students applying for regular decision before Thanksgiving Break. Seniors are strongly encouraged to
have all applications submitted before Thanksgiving Break. The deadline for all CSU and UC schools is November 30th and
counselors are not available over the break.
Counselors are available as needed for student or parent/student conference. The students are encouraged to have their
counselor review the applications before submitting.

Guidance Events
The Guidance and College Counseling Department will hold flex period workshops at each grade level throughout the
year. Seniors are currently having meetings with the counselors to go over applications and their yellow time line sheets.
Scheduled Parent College Planning meetings are listed below:
• Thursday, November 29th – Freshman Guidance Workshop
• Wednesday December 5th at 6:30pm – Financial Aid Night for Seniors and their parents
• Tuesday, January 15th – Junior Guidance Workshop
• Thursday, January 17th at 6:30pm – College Planning Workshop for Juniors and their parents
• Thursday, January 24th – Sophomore Guidance Workshop
• Monday, February 4th – Freshman Guidance Workshop
• Wednesday, February 6th – Senior Guidance Workshop
• Friday, February 8th – Junior Guidance Workshop
• Monday, February 11th at 6:30 PM –College Planning Workshop for Sophomores and their parents
• Tuesday, February 12 – Sophomore Guidance Workshop
• March 20th – Junior Guidance Workshop
• Wednesday, April 10th at 6:30pm – College Planning Workshop for Freshmen and their parents

Method Test Prep
Method Test Prep is an online SAT/ACT test preparation site which all the students have access to through a site license
purchased by MCP. At the last advising period the students learned how to log in to the web site through a link or Family
Connection and watched an introductory video on how to use the program. Students may use this valuable resource to
improve their SAT/ACT scores.

SAT and ACT
Seniors
December is the last date for Fall admissions. It is the students’ responsibility to send their SAT or ACT score (whichever is
better) to the colleges on their “Colleges I’m Applying To” list in Family Connection.
Juniors
The counseling department recommends that college bound juniors begin taking the SAT and ACT in 2018. Develop a
testing schedule which will enable both ACT and SAT to be taken twice before June. The first step is to create an account
on collegeboard.com (SAT) and act.org.
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SAT Test Dates
Test Date

Registration Deadline

Late Registration Deadline

*November 3

October 5

October 24

*December 1

November 2

November 20

March 9

February 8

February 27

*May 4

April 5

April 24

*June 1

May 3

May 22

Test Date

Registration Deadline

Late Registration Deadline

December 8

November 2

November 3 – 19

February 9

January 11

January 12 – 18

April 13

March 8

March 9 – 25

June 8

May 3

May 4 – 20

July 13

June 14

June 15 – 24

ACT Test Dates

College Representative Visits:
The following visits are planned for October and November. All visits will be in room 302 unless otherwise noted.
Date

School

Time

Thursday, November 1

Westmont

12:45

Thursday, November 1

UC San Diego

3:20

Friday, November 2

Cal Poly

12:45

Thursday, November 15

Navy Nuclear Power Program

12:45

Important Deadlines & Reminders:
•

CSU and UC schools’ application deadline NOVEMBER 30th

•

Thanksgiving break begins November 21st. Please note that the Guidance and College Counseling Office is not open
during the break and counselors will not be checking emails.

from the department of...

Athletics

Click
Here to
Learn
More
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faculty & staff
Dave Anderson
Foreign Language.......................x511
danderson@missionprep.org

Noah Doughty
Science..........................................x334
ndoughty@missionprep.org

Amy Arena
Registrar....................................... x401
aarena@missionprep.org

Vic Ecklund
Athletic Director........................ x416
vecklund@missionprep.org

Syl Arena
Visual & Performing Arts........ x521
sarena@missionprep.org

Shawna Foster
Director of Enrollment
Management....................... x421
sfoster@missionprep.org

Elizabeth Beckett
Advancement Associate..........x409
ebeckett@missionprep.org

John Krossa
Assistant Principal of Student
Activities.............................. x212
jkrossa@missionprep.org

Kat Suderman
Guidance & College
Counseling...........................x425
ksuderman@missionprep.org

Gwenn Krossa
Business Manager......................x402
gkrossa@missionprep.org

Michael Susank
Principal........................................ x401
msusank@missionprep.org

Suzi Laird
Parents Association..................x 206
slaird@missionprep.org

Brock Thoene
Mathematics & Social
Studies..................................x572
bthoene@missionprep .org

Lois Gall
Advancement Associate..........x206
lgall@missionprep.org

Adrian Maman
Technology
amamn@missionprep.org

Brian Geraghty
Religion......................................... x213
bgeraghty@missionprep.org

Ernie Martin
History*......................................... x310
emartin@missionprep.org

Jennifer Blomfield
Visual & Performing Arts........x303
jblomfield@missionprep.org

Larry Grant
Visual & Performing Arts........x209
lgrant@missionprep.org

Ann Morelos
Science.......................................... x541
amorelos@missionprep.org

Stephanie Buresh
Director of Campus Ministry.x407
sburesh@missionprep.org

Felix Lugo
Director of Student Life..........x408
flugo@missionprep.org

Kelly Morris
English...........................................x564
kmorris@missionprep.org

Eric Burke
Religion*.......................................x508
eburke@missionprep.org

Joe Grimes
Facilities Manager.....................x406
jgrimes@missionprep.org

Deacon Tom O’Brien
Chaplain
tobrien@missionprep.org

Jay Chalfant
Director of Technology............x405
jchalfant@missionprep.org

Jake Hitchcock
Assistant Athletic Director...... x215
jhitchcock@missionprep.org

Maria Christensen
Foreign Language*.................... x210
mchristensen@missionprep.org

Kevin Hitchen
Mathematics...............................x563
khitchen@missionprep.org

Sandy Oceguera
Guidance & College
Counseling...........................x424
soceguera@missionprep.org

Bryan Conti
Information Technology.......... x317
bconti@missionprep.org

Autumn Jacobsen
English...........................................x302
ajacobsen@missionprep.org

Alexxa Craton
Guidance & College
Counseling........................... x410
acraton@missionprep.org

Phoebe Kern
English*.........................................x573
pkern@missionprep.org

Ryan Weisenberg
Director of Mission
Advancement......................x404
rweisenberg@missionprep.org

Steve Crow
Mathematics*.............................. x314
scrow@missionprep.org
Mike Daniels
Science.......................................... x541
mdaniels@missionprep.org

Brennon King
Athletic Trainer............................. 221
bking@missionprep.org
Noha Kolkailah
Assistant Principal of
Academics............................ x412
nkolkailah@missionprep.org

Gina Pierucci
English, Campus Ministry........x420
gpierucci@missionprep.org
Peggy Randall
Science*........................................x332
prandall@missionprep.org
Brett Schmoll
Social Studies..............................x574
bschmoll@missionprep.org
Kristen Schulz
Café Royale
kschulz@missionprep.org
Mike Sharpe
Campus Supervisor
msharpe@missionprep.org

Jim Vegher
College Counseling...................x423
jvegher@missionprep.org
Paula Walker
Foreign Language..................... x208
pwalker@missionprep.org
Richard Waters
Mathematics...............................x552
rwaters@missionprep.org
Diane Wilsdon
Mathematics...............................x553
dwilsdon@missionprep.org
Lori Wooldridge
Attendance & Administrative
Assistant...............................x200
lwooldridge@missionprep.org
Katy Zweifel
Religion......................................... x507
kzweifel@missionprep.org
* Department Chair

WINTER SPORTS
BOYS BASKETBALL:
Terrance Harris
terrancel.harris@yahoo.com
GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Andrew Richardson
andrew@richardsonproperties.com
BOYS SOCCER: Alexis Lomeli
a_lomeli7@yahoo.com
GIRLS SOCCER: Gil Braga
senorbragaoms@gmail.com

N O T I C E O F N O N - D I S C R I M I N AT I O N P O L I C Y
Mission College Preparatory Catholic High School in the Diocese of Monterey, mindful of its primary mission to be a witness to the love of Christ for all, admits students of any race, color,
national and/or ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to the students at the school. Mission College Prep does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national and/or ethnic origin, age or gender in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic or other
school- administered programs. While Mission College Prep does not discriminate against students with special needs, a full range of services may not be available. Likewise, Mission College
Prep does not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment on the basis of gender, age, disability, race, color, and national and/or ethnic origin. Mission College Prep reserves
the right to be the sole judge of merit competence and qualifications, and can favor Catholic applicants and co-workers in all employment decisions, especially in those positions that have
direct bearing upon the pastoral activity of the Church.
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