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Abigail Adams
(1744-1818)

ABIGAIL ADAMS was the wife of John Adams. John was
the second President of the United States. Her son,
John Quincy Adams, was the sixth president. Abigail
Adams was good wife and mother. She was also a very
good farmer and took good care of the family finances.
Abigail Adams and John wrote many letters to each
other when he went away to special meetings. In 1776
the Declaration of Independence was being written.
During this time, Abigail Adams gave John advice in her
letters. She wrote about equal rights for women and her
opinions about slavery. Abigail and John Adams loved
this country and were good citizens. Their letters tell us
much about the history of America.
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William Edward
Burghardt
Du Bois

WILLIAM EDWARD BURGHARDT DU BOIS was an
African American. He studied and wrote books about
the lives of African Americans. He grew up in a town
that had very few African Americans. He always felt left
out. When he went to college, people were very
prejudice toward him. Du Bois wanted to do something
about it. He began to write and speak about prejudice
toward African Americans. He and others began the
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People). The writings of Du Bois helped African
American citizens and brought attention to prejudice in
this nation.

(1868-1963)
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George
Washington
Carver

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER was born a slave, but
raised as a free man by the Carver family. He left home
when he was a teenager because he wanted to go to
school. One college would not let him come there
because he was African American. When he went to a
different college, he studied botany. Botany is the study
of plants. Carver wanted to use his skills to help other
African Americans. He taught at Tuskegee Institute. He
taught farmers how to improve their soil and crops. He
also developed over 300 products made from the
peanut plant. George Washington Carver was a good
citizen. He was inventive and never let prejudice stop
him.

(1864-1943)
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Amelia Earhart
(1897-1937)

AMELIA EARHART set many aviation records during her
life. When she took her first airplane ride, she said, “As
soon as we left the ground, I knew I myself had to fly.”
After she took her first flying lessons, she bought her
own plane. The first record she set was flying higher
than any other woman pilot. Next she became the first
woman to fly by herself across the Atlantic Ocean. She
was also the first pilot to fly solo from California to
Hawaii. Amelia Earhart was the first to fly solo from Los
Angeles to Mexico City, too. Amelia Earhart set out to
fly around the world. Unfortunately, she and her
navigator were never heard from again. Many searches
took place, but the plane was never found. Amelia
Earhart was brave and tried to do things no one had
ever done before!
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Robert Fulton

ROBERT FULTON began his first job as an artist. He went
to Europe to improve as a painter. While there he
became interested in engineering. He tested the first
successful submarine, which he built for the British
Navy. Robert Fulton then came back to the United
States. He built a flat bottom ship. It was powered by a
steam engine. It was called the Clermont. After the ship
made its first successful trip, companies began using it.
Traveling by water helped companies ship their goods
faster than by land. Steamboat travel helped companies
and America grow.

(1765-1815)
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John Hancock
(1737-1793)

JOHN HANCOCK was a good citizen and was very
patriotic. He lived a long time ago when America was
still ruled by England. John Hancock spoke out against
the unfair things England had done to the colonists. The
British offered rewards for the capture of several leaders
including John Hancock. Hancock had lots of money and
used it to help the colonies win freedom from England.
He was the first man to sign the Declaration of
Independence. John Hancock wrote his name very large
in the middle of the document. Hancock was the first
Governor of Massachusetts. He was loyal to America and
a great leader.
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Thurgood
Marshall

THURGOOD MARSHALL was the first African American
to become a Supreme Court Justice. The United States
Supreme Court is the highest court in our nation.
Thurgood Marshall faced prejudice during his life. He
believed all people should be treated equally. He worked
to protect the rights of women, children, prisoners, and
the homeless. When he was a lawyer, Thurgood
Marshall won many civil rights cases. He was so
successful that he was nicknamed “Mr. Civil Rights.”
Thurgood Marshall was a very important civil rights
leader and helped end segregation in America.

(1908-1993)
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Navajo Code
Talkers

THE NAVAJO CODE TALKERS were men from the Navajo
tribe in Arizona. During World War II the Marines
needed a code that could not be broken by the
Japanese. Navajo men were asked to join the Marines.
The Navajo language is so difficult that only tribe
members understand it. The Navajo men created a code
and dictionary of military terms from their language. The
Navajo Code Talkers used this code during battles to
send secret messages by radio and telephone. The
Japanese never broke the code. It was kept a secret
even after the end of the war. The Navajo Code Talkers
were good citizens who were very brave. They helped
the United States win in the Pacific during World War II.

(1942-1945)
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Irma Lerma
Rangel

IRMA LERMA RANGEL knew education and hard work
were important. She wanted to make life better for
Mexican Americans in Texas. Irma Rangel graduated
from college and became a teacher. After teaching for
several years, Irma became a lawyer. At this time, it was
rare for Hispanic women to get college degrees. Irma
Rangel then became the first Mexican American woman
elected to the Texas House of Representatives. She held
that position for 26 years. Irma Rangel helped Texas by
working to make laws that gave women, children and
the poor chances to succeed.

(1931-2003)
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Paul Revere
(1734-1818)

PAUL REVERE was a silversmith. He was a good citizen
and loved his country. Paul Revere lived a long time ago
when America was still ruled by the British. He was a
member of a group called the “Sons of Liberty.” The
group wanted liberty from England. Paul Revere took
part in the Boston Tea Party. Patriots dumped tea into
Boston Harbor to show their anger about high British
taxes. During the American Revolution, Paul Revere was
trusted to carry messages for the colonists. His most
famous ride was when he warned the colonists that
British troops were coming. The British captured Paul
Revere, but later they let him go. Paul Revere was brave
and helped many people.
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Theodore
Roosevelt
(1858-1919)

THEODORE ROOSEVELT was the 26th President of the
United States. He was 42 years old and our youngest
president. Before becoming president, he was a war
hero in the Spanish American War, which was fought in
Cuba, an island south of Florida. Theodore Roosevelt
led a group called the “Rough Riders.” The group was
made up of cowboys, athletes, and frontiersmen.
Roosevelt, riding on his horse “Texas,” led the group at
the Battle of San Juan Hill, and they won. When
President William McKinley was killed, Theodore
Roosevelt became our president. While Roosevelt was
president, the Panama Canal was built. He also set aside
over 150 million acres of land for national forests and
parks. Theodore Roosevelt was a very good leader who
helped our nation.
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SOJOURNER TRUTH was a slave the first 30 years of her life.
She then became a traveling preacher. She was a great
speaker even though she never learned to read or write.
She spoke out against slavery. After the Civil War, Sojourner
Truth helped newly freed slaves find homes. She spoke
before Congress and met with President Abraham Lincoln.
She even spoke at a large women’s rights meeting.
Sojourner Truth was one of the most famous African
American women of the 19th century.

Sojourner Truth
(1797-1883)
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WASP
(1942-1944)

WASP (Women Airforce Service Pilots) were a special
group of young women. They became the first women
to fly America’s military planes. There were not enough
male pilots during World War II. Twenty-five thousand
women volunteered to replace male pilots who were
being sent overseas. Almost 2,000 women were
accepted, and 1,000 graduated from flight school. Their
training was the same as male training. WASP received
no special treatment, except they were not allowed to
fly in battles. Instead, WASP delivered goods and test
flew planes. They even pulled targets, so that male pilots
could practice firing live bullets at moving targets. WASP
were brave heroes, and 38 of them lost their lives while
serving. These women pilots loved to fly and loved their
country.
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