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As we reflect upon our past practices and prepare for the future, we believe
student voice should significantly guide our decisions. We recently had an
opportunity to interview students as we collect information for our
Comprehensive School Improvement Plan. We invited two fifth grade students
from each of our six elementary schools, 13 middle level students, and 12 high
school students to participate in respective focus groups. The students were
candid in their responses and shared insight that only a student might have.
They were passionate in their appreciation for their teachers. They related
specific experiences where a teacher had reached out to them; where a teacher
had encouraged them to do their best; where a teacher encouraged them to
take an academic risk; where a teacher invited them to engage in the content
through project-based activities.
I believe that teachers and staff members have the power to instill hope and
confidence in each individual child. Through the examples of our extraordinary
faculty members, our children are able to reach within themselves to develop
the ability, grit, and perseverance needed as they learn to overcome the daily
challenges and obstacles inherent in their everyday world.
Thank you Caldwell faculty - Thank you for serving our children!
Dr. N. Shalene French
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Patricia Stone – 34 years
Tricia Stone spent her entire teaching career working for
Caldwell School District. Beginning in 1983, Tricia taught
kindergarten at Lincoln School. From there she went on to
other buildings and other grade levels including fourth
and fifth grade, combined classrooms, looping experiences
and Title I. Tricia has always been a member of the
Caldwell Education Association. She served as building
rep, negotiator, vice president and president. Tricia is
looking forward to traveling, working in the yard, and
spending lots of quality time with friends and family. The
final ten years have been back in the building where it all
began – this time serving the staff and students at Lincoln
School as principal
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Deborah Wynkoop – 34 years
I remember
that day
in May when I drove to Nampa. At the time, it
years
yearsyears
seemed so far away and quite different from where I grew up on the
Boise Bench. I was eager to start my new career, and that degree
from Boise State was burning a hole in my pocket. I interviewed for
a music job and walked away with a position teaching fourth grade.
That was the beginning of an incredible 34 year journey that
included teaching fourth and sixth grades, working Migrant
Summer School in various roles, teaching international students in
the jungle of Peru, interning as a vice principal, physical education
specialist and coach, and then full circle to teach General Music.
Three years ago, I became the Music Specialist at Washington
Elementary. I am so grateful to have concluded my teaching career
in the town where I now live. While my husband continues his
career at the College of Idaho, I plan to spend a few years pursuing
the art of writing. Together we hope to spend time with kids and
grandkids, camp and hike, and see the great concert halls and
baseball fields of America.

Rose Rettig – 30 years
As a proud educator for 30 years, it is both exciting
and frightening to step into a new way of life in
retirement! Exciting because there is a world out
there that is begging for me to see and experience it.
Frightening because it's challenging to adjust to
what you've done each day for the past 30
years! I've had the pleasure of being a classroom
teacher, an Idaho Department of Education
employee, a secondary instructional coach, a vice
principal, and my most treasured role as the
principal at Washington Elementary
School. Finishing my career in the community
where I grew up and attended school has been a
dream come to fruition. It has been an honor to serve
the educators, students, and families of Caldwell
School District.

Kristi Foreman - 29 years
Kristi Foreman has been working with the Caldwell middle
school kiddos for 29 years. She has had the privilege of
teaching the kids that actually “WANT” to be in her choir
classes. She has enjoyed watching the kids grow into adults,
and sees her former students almost daily. She tries to avoid
any local Walmart store when she hasn’t fixed her hair or put
on her makeup. There will ALWAYS be a student, former or
current, that she meets while out and about in the
community. Kristi has a soft spot for middle school students.
They are young enough to know that they need adults, yet old
enough to laugh at her jokes. She and her long-term middle
school colleagues agree that “you have to be a little warped”
to appreciate these kids! Kristi is hoping to catch up on her
sleep, relax, teach new voice students, and enjoy her family of
5 “kids” and 10 grandchildren. She is planning travel
adventures, singing with “real people”, watching “Dr. Phil”
every day, and working on her crafts, sewing projects, and
some serious reading!

Kathleen Hogg – 21 years
I have enjoyed feeding the kids for the last 21
years. These fabulous kids have brought joy to my
life. Even though I will miss them, I'm looking
forward to doing more with my family and my
grandkids, staying home, serving others and doing
whatever I feel like doing.
21 years of being a Cook & a Manager with the
Caldwell Child Nutrition.

LiNae Bauscher – 25.5 years
I was born and grew up in Homedale, ID. I received my
Associates Degree from Boise State. I am married and
have three children and two grandchildren. I have
worked at Caldwell High School for 25.5 years as the
bookkeeper. I have enjoyed my time at CHS very
much, but am looking forward to my retirement. I plan
to spend more time reading, traveling (heading to
Hawaii in September) and seeing my grandchildren!

Catherine Warren – 20 years
It has been a pleasure feeding the students of
Caldwell School District for the past 20 years.
They have changed my life in a good way, and I hope
I have changed their life in a good way too!
I am looking forward to spending time with my
wonderful husband of 44 years, having the time to
make new memories with family and old friends, and
looking forward to making new friends along the
way.

Ruth Peterson – 19 years
I am retiring after teaching in the Caldwell School District for
19 years. Currently, I am working on finishing my Ed.D. in
Leadership with an emphasis in Curriculum Development.
During my time with the district, I taught Language Arts at
Canyon Springs High School for 13 years and I am concluding
my teaching career with 6 years at the Pat Andersen School,
Southwest Juvenile Detention Center. My undergraduate
degree was received from the College of Idaho and my master’s
from the University of Idaho. Since 2004, I have been
associated with an organization called, Mwangaza (meaning
light). Mwangaza is a school program in Tanzania. I hope to
continue to expand my involvement with this organization after
I retire. I am also on the Board of the Treasure Valley Women of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church-WELCA. This is also an
organization I hope to devote more time to. My immediate goals
after retiring were taken off of a Facebook Website with a
couple additions of my own:






A week to deep clean everything I own, twice.
A week to just sleep, then sleep some more.
A week where I don’t speak to anyone.
Two to three days where I don’t have to make any
decisions.
A week where I can sit on a beach and stare at the
ocean.

Brenda Castle – 14 years
Total Years of teaching: 14 Total Years at Caldwell School District: 11
Brenda Castle received her initial teaching degree through the Oregon College of
Education. She followed this with a short career as a military wife and mother. She
then found her love for teaching special needs students after working at the State
School and Hospital in Nampa when she worked with adults with special needs.
Soon after, she joined the staff of Vallivue High School as a paraprofessional. While
a paraprofessional, Brenda attained her master’s degree and teacher certification
through Northwest Nazarene University. She then accepted a resource room
teaching job at Emmett High. She served the Emmett community for several years
before coming to Caldwell School District. Within this district, Brenda taught in the
extended resource room at Caldwell High School for nine years, finishing her career
thereafter at Lincoln Elementary School in their resource room. She loves the
children she has taught and all the wonderful staff she has worked with and with
whom she has learned many things. The one thing she will not miss is all the
PAPERWORK! Brenda plans extensive travels with her husband throughout the
United States in their 36-foot fifth wheel, and then overseas, going wherever the
winds may carry them. Plans are to visit places that are “warm and sunny” Quote

by Brenda------“My bags are packed, I am ready to go!”

JoAnn Hansen 18-years
Originally from LaCanada, CA
Graduated from LaCanada High School 1976
Attended 1 yr. Pasadena City College
Moved to Canyon County 1980
Part-time Bailiff for Canyon County Courts while attending BSU 19891991
Graduated Boise State University 1991 B.A. Criminal Justice
Went to work at Juvenile Dentention Center 1992-1999
Graduated Northwest Nazarene University 1997 M.A. Counseling
Married my soul-mate 4/1999
Private Practice Counselor 2000-2006
Centennial Elementary School 2000-2003
Jefferson Middle School 2003-2010
Caldwell Freshman Academy 2010-2012
Sacajawea Elementary School 2012-2018
18 Total Years as a School Counselor
Future Plans-Learning to kayak, salmon fishing, archery, hiking, crosscountry skiing, cooking, gardening, travelinghere and abroad, sleeping without an alarm, having lunch with my
daughters, going to grandchildren's functions.

Deborah Kraft – 12.5 years
I was born and raised in Connecticut, growing up in a circa 1794
years
farmhouse.
After graduating from Ohio Wesleyan University (B.A.
zoology) in 1976, I pursued my love of nature by first teaching at an
environmental education center in Rhode Island and then at a
private science center in my hometown of Avon,
Connecticut. During that time, I both completed a master’s program
in teaching from the University of Hartford and re-met a former
high school classmate who stopped to help me when my car ran out
of fuel. I thanked him by marrying him. Following the birth of our
daughter and son, I worked part-time as an environmental
consultant. In 2003 a job change for my husband moved us to
Idaho. I was exposed to the realm of the school library as a
substitute teacher. When a job opened up I snatched it! I am
grateful for the fond memories of working with students and the
friendships I have made with colleagues over the past 12 & ½ years
while serving as the librarian for Washington .Elementary School.

LaDawn Gepford – 12 years
12 years-Sacajawea Elementary
10yrs-21st Century after school program
Retirement: volunteeringgrandkids/sports-reacquainting with old
friends.
LaDawn started working at Sacajawea
Elementary as a PARAPRO in 2006. Her
love for kids also had her being an assistant
in the 21st Century After School Program
for 10 years. LaDawn is also "CRAFTY".
She loves to make homemade crafts.

Sandra Otero – 8 years
I have taught in the Caldwell School District for
eight years. The first two years in Title One and
the last six in fifth grade. I am retiring down to
Brownsville, TX, where there is no snow.

Joseph Layton – 12 years
I started working long ago fighting wildfires, surveying,
map making, and as a civil engineer. I also did a stint with
telephone installation and repair. I have been blessed
with divided loyalties; I have a BS Cartography degree
from the University of Idaho and BS Earth Science from
Boise State University (Go Vandals). My career in
education started with a year at the Job Corps in the State
of Washington teaching a variety of subjects from math
and history to English and how to get a job. For my last
eleven years, I have been teaching science: biology,
physical science, environmental science, earth science, and
geology. The last four years at Canyon Springs have been
interesting and a very rewarding end to my career. I
recently completed a Master’s in Environmental Science. I
plan to travel and work in the field of natural resources in
the future.

Teacher of the Year 2018

Classified Staff of the Year
2018

Caldwell High School – Cheryl Adams

Caldwell High School – Chris McCain

Canyon Springs High School – Guy Waggoner

Canyon Springs High School – Gustavo Villasenor
Syringa Middle School – David Joseph

Syringa Middle School – Chad Maxton

Jefferson Middle School – Myra Vallejo

Jefferson Middle School – Desiree Rivera

Indian Creek Academy – Cody Blank

Lincoln Elementary – Tricia Futas
Lewis and Clark Elementary – Sherry Adams

Wilson Elementary – Christina Huck

.

Lincoln Elementary – Billie Jo Boyce
Lewis and Clark Elementary – Sandra Wade
Wilson Elementary – Jennifer Porter
Washington Elementary – Jacinto Gonzales
Sacajawea Elementary – Kim Brown

Washington Elementary – Deborah Wynkoop

Van Buren Elementary – Nikita Lang

Sacajawea Elementary – Scott Thomas

ITS – Dustin Roberts
Maintenance – Terry Prince

Van Buren Elementary – Cindy Wells

Food Service – Diane Alvarado
District Office – Dawn Jensen
Migrant – Delores Madrigal

