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There are a whole lot of things in this world of ours
you haven’t started wondering about yet.
—Old Green Grasshopper, James and The Giant Peach

Woven is pleased to extend a warm welcome
to the newest members of the PVS community!

Brendan Deiz
Spanish Teacher

Chrissy
Constant
1st grade

Debra Burke
Business Manager

Katherine
Garrison
1st grade

Carina French
Office Manager

Caroline Harwood
7th Grade
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Shana Langer
5th Grade

Dana Larson
Assistant Principal

Mr. Larson comes to PVS after twenty-five years as a teacher and administrator in both middle and elementary schools
in Oregon. Mr. Larson taught middle school English Language Arts prior to returning to the University of Portland to earn
his Master’s Degree and Administrator’s License in 2009. In his free time, he enjoys biking, reading, cooking, drawing,
woodworking, listening to music, and spending time with friends in and around Portland.
Mr. Deiz grew up in Portland but attended college and graduate school in Southern California where he also began his
teaching career. Mr Deiz minored in Spanish in college and studied abroad in Argentina where he developed his fluency. He
has taught in a variety of school and social service programs in LA and in Portland, and has taught guitar in both California and
Oregon. Look for his Latin bands around town: Cilantro and Oleada. Mr Deiz says he was happy to return to the laid back and
arts focused culture of Portland and that being in a Waldorf charter school feels like a breath of fresh air after some of the larger
schools he has taught in.
Ms. Constant has a worked as a Naturalist educating elementary school aged children in the outdoor spaces in Maine,

Tennessee, North Carolina, and California. For the past three years, she has been teaching second grade at Connect Academy, a
charter school in Northern California with a focus on social emotional learning. Ms. Constant grew up in Maine and loves hiking,
biking, playing with her dog, and any way of being outdoors.

Ms. French has already been learning names and offering a smiling face for all who enter the building. Ms French grew up

in Portland and has lived in California and Washington. She has a degree in Art History, has volunteered extensively in schools, and
has held several administrative positions including as clerk for the Multnomah County District Attorney. She says she has been eager
to get back into a school setting and is feeling very at home at PVS.

Ms. Garrison was born in Ohio and has lived in Maine and California, working in a variety of fields from serving in the Air
Force to secretarial work in county government. Most recently, Ms Garrison has been teaching in the rural Alaskan village of
Tuluksak, where she often collaborated with village elders and worked to bring authentic local resources to frame the curriculum.
She moved to Portland this summer, drawn by the desire to live and work closer to her kids and grandkids. She loves to read,
garden and visit the coast as much as possible.

Ms. Langer brings a strong background in public Waldorf education, as a result of the past twelve years, teaching
at Coastal Grove Charter School, in Arcata CA. She has primarily taught 5th - 8th Grades, and has taken three cohort groups
through eighth Grade . She misses the beauty of true Northern California but is adjusting to city life and happy to be closer to
extended family.
Ms. Harwood comes to PVS from Chicago, where she has worked the past two years at the Chicago Waldorf School,
teaching Math and Science, as well as morning block lessons to 7th -12th graders. During her tenure at CWS, she also was taking
foundation classes in Anthroposophy through the Arcturus Rudolf Steiner Program. Prior to teaching at CWS, Ms. Harwood taught
8th Grade and First Grade in Chicago Public Schools. She has a Master’s Degree in Elementary Education from DePaul University
and a Bachelor’s Degree in Middle Level Education from Ohio State University.
Ms. Burke comes to PVS with extensive experience in bookkeeping and payroll services. She has worked as a business

office manager and bookkeeper in a number of settings, including seven years with a nonprofit educational library in Northern
California.
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The Bon Vivants!
Team up with PVS for a Work Party Like No Other!

On September 24, Portland Village School welcomed

back the Bon Vivants for a daylong volunteer work party.
The Bon Vivants is a nationally recognized cocktail, hospitality, marketing, and design firm based in San Francisco, California. Each year the group holds events in several
different cities across the country, including Portland. In
each city, the group chooses a school and invites bartenders and others from near and far to come together to lend
their helping hands for a full day of hard work. For the
third year in a row, Portland Village School was the chosen recipient of their generous spirit.
The Bon Vivants were joined by dozens of PVS parents
to build, clean, repair, and paint. As always, it was an
inspiring and upbeat day filled with meeting new friends
and bonding while beautifying our school. The PVS community has made a tradition of providing lunch for the
hardworking volunteers. Last year, a group of PVS parents
prepared hundreds of handmade tamales. This year, they
expressed their appreciation with a delicious Mediterranean feast.
Co-founder of the Bon Vivants, Josh Harris, credits the
PVS community with inspiring the organization to return
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for an unprecedented third year. “We love your energy
and family so much at Portland Village School that we
don’t want to go anywhere else.”
The day after the work party, The Bon Vivants hosted
their annual Swig n Swine (aka Pork and Punch) fundraiser in conjunction with Bar Institute events taking place
in Portland the same week. The party is a pig roast that is
open to the public and typically draws hundreds of guests,
thanks to the amazing (and unlimited) food and drink
offerings. Along with ticket sales, all money raised from
event merchandise was donated directly to PVS. While
this year’s fundraising total has yet to be announced, the
Bon Vivants has donated more than $27,000 to our
grateful school over the previous two years.
Principal Paul Berg has made the events even more
memorable by supplementing the Bon Vivant’s generosity. Last year, he raised $500 by taking a turn in the dunk
tank. This year, he shared the experience, making a personal donation to the school for every PVS person willing
to take the plunge, resulting in about a dozen parents and
teachers accepting the challenge.

by Patty Terzian

*picture from 2015

A Special Thank you to the amazing Bon Vivant team
for your continued support and exceptional hospitality.
•••••

Thank you to the Parents and PVS Staff for donating
your time, presence and money for a successful fund-raising weekend!
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A Conversation with
6th Grade Teacher

Des Forrer
by Tanya Kaiteris

Each edition of Woven will feature an interview with
a different member of the PVS staff.
Q: Hi Des. Can you tell me what you teach here at PVS?
A: Sure. I teach sixth grade. I’ve been here at PVS with this same
group for one year.

Q: What were you doing before you came to PVS?
A: I was teaching at a public middle school. I had just completed
a year long position at Centennial Middle School where I taught
Language Arts. This is my 16th year teaching. I started my career
in Texas which is where I became a teacher. I started out as an
elementary school music teacher which is what I did before I
moved back to Oregon.

Q: What did you do when you moved back to Oregon?
A: I’ve done a few different things. Initially I taught ESL

(English as a Second Language), and then 4th grade, and then
middle school choir. When I taught choir I realized I really
enjoyed middle school. At that point I went back to work
on my Master’s degree at Concordia University and began
substitute teaching. I’ve been a sub at both the elementary
and middle school levels and I really do just love the middle
school age group so that’s where I focused.
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Q: Is this your first experience with Waldorf education?
A: Teaching it yes, but one of my best friends put her children
through a Waldorf education and so I was familiar with the
philosophy. I have to say I love teaching here. It is very close
to my dream job.

Q: Why is it your dream job?
A: Because we’re actually teaching the whole child here. We

have phenomenal field trips. We include so much art. The
storytelling aspect… as a teacher we get to know our kids
very well and because of that we get to make decisions based
on our students’ needs. I am all about the LOVE and the
relationships you build with kids and that is what drew me
to teaching in the first place and that’s completely celebrated
here.
Another big draw for this school is that it pushes me to grow
as a person as well. For example, the chalk drawings. I showed
something I drew to my mother and she said, “I didn’t know
you could draw!!” and I said, “I didn’t either!” I also love the
staff. They are awesome!

Q: What do you like so much about the staff?
A: I feel like everybody is pretty happy. There is a lot of positive
energy. Being around positive people makes life so much more

enjoyable. Most teachers are very innovative and want to try
things that are new.

Q: What do you feel are the fundamental differences between
the middle schools you’ve taught in and PVS?

A: Well for all that we slow things down, by the time kids hit
5th grade they are often using more advanced materials then I’ve
been used to presenting. Often textbooks presented to kids can
be dumbed down. Here we need to depend on primary sources
for information and these sources are often more advanced than
a textbook and the kids have to grapple with that. Teachers are
also not penned in to what a textbook may or may not cover
and so you can go deeper at times, as long as you are hitting the
Common Core curriculum goals that all schools follow.
These kids also have great listening skills because they’ve been
taught all along how to listen and recall orally, which can be a
great advantage.

Q: I heard you were a “theatre person” is that true?
A: Yep. I grew up in Salem, Oregon and as a child I auditioned

for a children’s theatre and then I acted all through high school.
Then I didn’t do anything with theatre again until my kids were
in high school themselves. They went to Gresham High School,
and with 3 boys I had someone in school at the high school level
for nine solid years! If your child got into a play back then you
were required to volunteer hours. When my oldest was a junior
I was the parent volunteer coordinator, the production assistant
to the director, proofreader, and I ran the ticket and concession
booths. I organized and ran a murder mystery dessert theatre
to raise money which still runs in Gresham. I had my hand in
everything in front of the stage at one point or another.

Q: How do you think this influences your teaching here?
A: Well I’m really excited to do plays! My son was also a theatre

Q: What do you think about looping?

major in college and he’s taught drama to elementary school
kids, so I’ll be excited to have him help me as well! I also have a
deep love of theatre and can hopefully help impart this love and
enthusiasm to my students.

A: I love it. The middle school years are so important in terms

Q: Anything else you’d like to share?

of having an adult who knows you and who can anchor you and
hold you accountable. Middle school can be a difficult time
in some ways and kids need to know they belong.

A: I love it here. I love my class parents, and I love my class.
They’ve got a solid footing from last year and this year I get to
teach some of my favorite subjects like Rome and the Middle
Ages, Astronomy, and Physics…. It’s going to be great!!

“One child,
one teacher,
one book,
one pen can
change the world.”
Malala Yousafzai
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It was a beautiful, sunny morning as the entire student body
assembled in the parking lot between the Upper and Lower schools to
welcome the newest grade to PVS. Ms. Constant’s and Ms. Garrison’s
classes stood in the wings, full of the anticipation and excitement of
the first day of first grade. This would be their first of many school
assemblies, but on this day, they were the reason and the focus of the gathering.

by Maureen Markey

Each first grader was called by name and presented with a rose by an 8th grader who then escorted him or her across
a ceremonial wooden bridge. The entire school body applauded as one by one each child crossed the bridge and
was welcomed to the academic community of the grade school. Though many of the children had already attended
kindergarten at PVS, the Rose Ceremony represents their awakening to academics and their membership in the
broader school community beyond the cocoon of Kindergarten.
The eighth graders who welcomed the new arrivals will continue their relationship throughout the year. Both the Rose
Ceremony and the practice of Big Buddies are long standing traditions in Waldorf Schools. Buddy classes serve to
unite the student body by building community across grades. The older students offer a model of social and academic
expectations for the younger students; while the younger students provide the teens with an opportunity to be gentle,
nurturing, conscientious, and absolutely adored. Mrs. Wagner, a PVS teacher who took the first PVS cohort through
8th grade, reflected that it is really important for teens to have that sense of purpose and service. She said, “Building
that sense of responsibility and seeing your part in a broader circle is a powerful and important lesson.”

The Rose Ceremony shines a light on the first and eighth grade buddy classes, but each class throughout the grades
are paired. Each lower school class has a buddy class in the upper school. This year 2nd and 5th, 3rd and 6th, and
4th and 7th are matched. Buddy classes meet two or three times a month for about an hour. They engage in activities
ranging from reading partners and math games, to movement games and seasonal crafts. The buddy relationships
allow students to be known and cared for not only by their peer group, but by a big kid, (and that big kid’s friends),
who may have otherwise seemed intimidating, or by a little kid, (and that little kid’s friends), who otherwise might
have seemed inconsequential. This is how community is formed. Occasionally a buddy match evolve into a magical
friendship that outlasts the school years; but at the very least, the buddy experience provides every student the
opportunity to be known and valued individually, and to feel part of a larger community.
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8th and 1st
grade buddies

Don’t walk behind me; I may not lead.
Don’t walk in front of me; I may not follow.
Just walk beside me and be my friend.
						— Albert Camus
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Celebrating Nature’s Bounty with Friends and Family
by Medessa Cheney
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On the first or second Saturday of October every
year, Kenton Park undergoes a transformation.
Portland Village School parents arrive early in
the crisp fall morning and start unloading hay
bales, autumn themed decorations, craft supplies,
a cider press, and bushel upon bushel of apples.
Within a few hours, the park is ready to welcome
the entire school to a day dedicated to celebrating
the beauty of fall and the start of a new school
year.
PVS has celebrated Harvest Fest every year since
first opening its doors in 2007. Former PVS
parent Atty Zschau recalls the first year: “I
remember it was a potluck! The fairly small group
of us made a big circle and sang songs in the west
field.” The event has grown and changed over
the years. No longer a potluck, families now pack
their own picnics and spread blankets to enjoy
lunch among friends, while older kids play soccer
and younger ones roll down the grassy
hillside.
A few mainstays of the day include a face
painting booth, numerous craft stations staffed

by third grade parents, a fire pit surrounded by
hay bales where musicians play acoustic
instruments and sing folk songs, and of course,
the apple press which keeps guests satisfied
with a seemingly endless supply of fresh cider.
One thing that hasn’t changed is the commitment
to keeping the day focused on people and
nature, rather than fundraising. Unlike fall
carnivals at other schools, where tickets are sold
for every activity, no money changes hands at
Harvest Fest. While PVS’s financial needs are
certainly at least as great as any other school’s,
there has been a consistent practice of keeping
this event, the first communitywide
celebration of the school year, insulated from
monetary considerations.

This year’s Harvest Fest will take place
on Saturday, October 8.
So pack a picnic, bring cups for cider,
and prepare to spend a relaxing day
marking the season while enjoying
the warmth and camaraderie of our
school community.
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Nurturing
Asian
Elephants
by Principal Paul Berg

In the beautiful Mae Taeng Valley and Rain Forest near
Chiang Mai in Northern Thailand there is a special place
called Elephant Nature Park (ENP). This unique sanctuary
is the materialization of a dream held by a woman named
Sangduen Chailert, better known as “Lek.” Driven by her
love and respect for the Asian elephant, Lek has worked
tirelessly to create a refuge for injured and mistreated
elephants. At ENP the elephants live in an environment
of love and respect, free from exploitation. What started
out with a single elephant fifteen years ago, now is home
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to over seventy, ranging in age from two months to ninetytwo years. At ENP elephants enjoy their lives wandering in
small herds, feeding at their leisure, and playing by, or in,
the river, or a popular mud pit. ENP is a place where the
true nature of an elephant has the chance to thrive.
For centuries people have been attracted to the elephant.
Fascinated by its size, strength, intelligence, and sheer
majesty, the elephant holds a special place in our
imaginations.

Elephants have always played an honored role in Asian society as symbols of national pride, religious reverence,
and tradition, as well as serving as beasts of burden
with seemingly endless reserves of strength.
The reality is that humans have destroyed most of the
elephants’ habitat, killed them for their tusks, worked them
literally to death, and forced them to perform for our entertainment. Today, it is estimated that there are fewer than
30,000 elephants remaining in Asia, one-tenth the number
living in Africa. Approximately half of the Asian elephants
are living in captivity. The actions required to domesticate
such a large and intelligent animal have resulted in a tradition known as the “phajaan,’, which is a ritual involving taking young elephants from their mother’s side, placing them
in a cage and literally brutalizing them until their will and
spirit are broken and they accept man as their master, and a
life based on fear and intimidation.

I was fortunate this summer to be able to volunteer at a
couple of elephant sanctuaries, where my daily schedule
revolved completely around catering to the needs of rescued
elephants, ranging in age from ten to sixty years. In both
instances I was involved in relatively recent programs that
enable people to interact closely with elephants in natural
settings, allowing them to do what elephants typically do on
a daily basis, which is graze, socialize, and enjoy water and
mud. A healthy elephant consumes nearly
ten percent of its body weight in food every day. The mature adults I was working with ranged in size from three to
five tons (6,00010,000 pounds). To eat that much food in
one day means they are perpetually grazing, and most do so
between sixteen and twenty hours a day. One of the daily
chores of volunteers is to clean and prepare a large buffet of
their favorite foods, including watermelons, mangos,

bananas, rice, tamarinds, apples, pineapples, papayas, coconuts, pumpkins, sugar cane, and bamboo. Part of our daily
ritual involved walking in the rainforest with them, offering
them prepared foods, while also enabling them to forage on
the trees and plants supplied by the forest. Sometimes their
trunks would playfully, and firmly, probe the bags of food we
wore over our shoulders if we were not sharing it with them
fast enough. Being in a river with elephants and bathing
them with a brush was another daily activity, and they have
a lot of fun in the water. Their trunks make very efficient
hoses, and when a few of them load up and spray in unison
it is ‘shower on’ for everyone nearby. Another daily volunteer
chore involved planting trees, and ensuring the sustainability
of the rainforest. Unbridled deforestation in Thailand led to a
complete ban on logging in 1989.
The ultimate goal of these sanctuaries is to provide a sustainable model of interaction between elephants and people. To
see, hear, and feel how tactile and sociable these animals are,

and how they care for one another is inspiring, and makes
one want to do as much as possible to ensure their long term
survival. The rescued elephants I worked with were smart,
playful, and adjusting to a new life, free from exploitation
and intimidation. A few were still quite damaged psychologically as a result of their past, and there were dedicated efforts
going on by many, to help them overcome their anxieties and
regain some of their natural tendencies.
This was my second, and longest experience working as a
volunteer with rescued elephants in Northern Thailand. It is
something I look forward to continuing in the future, and
supporting the work of some wonderful people like “Lek”
and “Dr. Tuk,” who have dedicated their lives to saving Asian
Elephants. We owe it to the largest animals on land, to
ensure a healthier, happier, and sustainable future.
Suggested Viewing: Google: “Lek Sings Lullaby to Elephant”

www. elephantnaturepark.org
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Celebrate Our School
by Participating in Our

DIRECT GIVING CAMPAIGN
By the End of October!
Direct Giving Donations Help
Pay for the Following Expenses:
• Supplies and Materials
• Field Trips and On-Site Enrichment
• Professional Development

Direct Giving Suggested
Donation Amount:
for all students is $395.00

(approx. $33.00/month for 12 months)
This is a donation, not a fee - we ask that you
pay what you can. All families should
determine what they can afford.
If you would like to give more that the requested amount, fantastic!
Every dollar counts to make PVS thrive and give all of our students the
best experience possible. All Direct Giving donations are fully tax deductible.

Question? Contact:
Dre Davey, fundraising chair, Dre.Davey.board@portlandvillageschool.org
Portland Village School strongly believes in protecting the privacy of its community members and the
confidentiality of information concerning them. Donor records, both hard copy and electronic, and
other donor information are highly confidetial and protected by administrated policy.

“It is only
with the heart
that one
can see rightly;
what is essential
is invisible
to the eye.”
—Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry,
The Little Prince
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