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The story is told of the famed Rabbi Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, founder of the Mussar
movement. Washing his hands for the traditional ritual of hamotzi, Rav Yisroel exercised
caution to use minimal water. When a disciple questioned this practice, he explained that filling
the cup to capacity would necessitate the house maid to draw additional water from the well,
causing her significant hardship. Indeed, Rabbi Yisrael Salanter’s message underscores a central
tenet of our faith, the mandate for man to fulfill the ethical precepts of our Torah.

APRIL 10
Last day of Basketball
Enrichment at Oakwood

• • • • • •
APRIL 17-28
Pesach Vacation

Mercy and compassion are virtues of the Almighty Himself. The Talmud (Shabbos 133b) states:
mah Hu rachum af atah rachum, Just as the Almighty is Merciful, so shall you be merciful. This
Divine virtue is clearly conveyed in Parshas Tazria. This parsha often reminds me of a thought
provoking dvar Torah which my father, zt”l, shared with me in my youth.
In a discussion of the laws of contamination and purity, the Torah instructs a woman,
subsequent to childbirth, to bring a sheep as a korban olah, an elevation offering and a ben
yonah or tor, a young dove or turtle dove as korban chatas, a sin offering.
Apparently the preferred offering of choice is a young dove, followed by a turtle dove as second
choice. In fact, this order is inconsistent with every other instance in the Torah whereby the
turtle dove precedes the dove. Why then, is the ben yonah, the young dove, the woman’s
preferred korban – specifically in this situation?
The Baal HaTurim, who presents this question, explains that this is the singular instance where
an individual bird is sacrificed as an offering. The nature of the turtle dove is to maintain fidelity
to its mate and not to seek a replacement mate; rather to engage in mourning over its
loss. Thus, a young dove, which does not experience such a severe degree of pain, is to be the
woman’s choice korban.
In Parshas Vayikra, the Baal HaTurim conveys a similar sensitivity, an expression of compassion
toward the creature. With regard to a korban shelamim, a peace offering, the Torah issues the
directive: v’samach yado, He shall lean his hand upon the head of his offering (3:2) with a
connotation of exercising full strength. The Baal HaTurim is quick to indicate that the Torah
employs this expression strictly with regard to cattle. However, when referring to sheep and
goats, the Torah states v’samach es yado (3:8, 3:13) which implies a far more gentle attitude.
For sheep and goats, unlike cattle, are more delicate creatures which require a gentle approach.
The Baal HaTurim’s commentary begs elucidation. Does it really make a difference? The animal
is destined to be slaughtered as a korban within mere seconds. Yet the Torah clearly imparts its
lofty standard of sympathy and empathy – even for an animal and even for a mere few seconds.
The relevance of this message, as applied within the human community, is clear. In the quick
paced society in which we live, we struggle to cope with the challenges of the day and the
pressures of the moment. Often relegated to the back of our minds is basic consideration and
compassionate sensitivities. The Baal HaTurim provides food for thought and action.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!

N.Y. prices with Midwest service only at Plaza Auto Leasing! Call Will Evans at 216-707-9000
or email williame@plazaautoleasing.com for your next vehicle!

Yakir Feldman and Ben Firestone demonstrated impressive work ethic, teamwork and Growth Mindset when they performed superbly on an oral test given
by Rabbi Dessler and Rabbi Grodko on a variety of Chumash skills. Great job,
boys!
Rabbeim and talmidim are busy in their classrooms preparing for Pesach,
learning divrei Torah to say over at their sedarim and working on their haggados
so that they have something beautiful to use at the seder table as well. The next
two weeks before Pesach break will be packed with regular learning as well as
Pesach learning. We are sure that you will be proud when you see and hear the results.
Mazal tov to Rabbi Berman and Rabbi Eiserman’s first grade talmidim on
their recent siyumim on Parshas
Bereishis. Rabbi Berman’s class
enjoyed a pizza lunch at Kinneret and
a story from Rabbi Sroy Levitansky.
Rabbi Eiserman’s class enjoyed a bagel
breakfast and divrei bracha from
Rabbi Boruch Hirschfeld. The boys are
well into learning Parshas Noach and
excited about their learning.

Mazel tov to Rabbi Lichtenstein's class on finishing Parshas Chukas. The boys celebrated with a siyum.
B”H, the Ashreichem program is back again this year. We even added an additional night of Night Seder with the
Kollel to accommodate all the boys looking for chavrusos. Chazarah is definitely in the air!
All the classes are diligently working on preparing divrei Torah for Pesach. We are sure that they will greatly
enhance your Seder!
Ms. Smith’s 7th grade Humanities classes are learning how to create a formal PowerPoint. At this point in the
project, students have mapped out their military structures and battle strategies. Once we finish, students will
practice formal presentation skills, which include tone, voice projection, diction, body language, and eye contact
before sharing their presentation with the class.
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Yavne Junior High G.O. ended Chodesh Adar with one more “”ונהפך הוא
activity. The girls were asked to rate their abilities in drama, choir, dance, and
art. The girls were then put into groups of their weakest ability and told that
they had a few minutes to prepare for a talent show. The girls were great
sports and shared many laughs as they performed and tried to use a skill that
they hadn’t expected to be assigned to. Our students were asked to express
what lesson can be learned from our “opposite” talent show. They came up
with great take-aways such as: going out of your comfort zone, you might be good at something you haven’t tried,
you don’t always get picked for the things you want to do, having empathy for girls who find it difficult to do things
that come easy to you, and more. Although we believe that every Yavne girl who participated was a winner, we did
award a small prize to the group who showed the most positive attitude, the most achdus, and the most creative.
Stay tuned for next week’s edition to hear our new Chodesh Nissan heads, theme and more.
Our 8th grade Yavne girls are benefiting from phase #2 of our technology
discussions. The girls are meeting with Ms. Goldbaum in small groups for “T-Time” (Teens Talk Tech). While enjoying a breakfast of yogurt/granola/fruit
parfaits, pastries, puddings, hot cocoas and more, our students are being
educated and inspired to make good choices. Some topics explored include:
pros and cons of sharing information digitally or
otherwise, tznius is knowing what to show and what
to keep private… Our girls are reflecting,
internalizing, and building core values that will
guide them as they navigate life in the digital age.
Congratulations to 7th grader, Avigayil Lichtenstein!
Her original artwork was chosen as a winner in the Jewish press Purim art contest and will be
displayed at JFK airport.
Mrs. Wrench’s 7th grade Life Science classes started their
presentations on the different systems in the human body that
are crucial to our survival. After studying the systems the
students worked in pairs to further their knowledge of a specific system. Each pair
created a sketch of the parts in the system, formed a clay model of their assigned
system, built a 3-D working model, and a produced a PowerPoint presentation to teach
the information they learned to the rest of the students. The projects demonstrated a
deep understanding of how the systems support life as well as the importance that each
works properly. Mrs. Weinberg helped the students understand the nes that these
systems work without any thought or effort on our part. This is a demonstration of
Hashem’s love for each of us.
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Our fourth grade classes enjoyed an exciting and interactive matzoh baking
workshop with Rabbi Shmulie Friedman. The girls
were lucky enough to experience the matzah
baking process from beginning to end and were
super proud of the mini matzos that they made!
The 5th grade girls went to the Chesed Center to help pack packages for families for
Pesach. At the Chesed Center they were very impressed with our girls’ hard work and
diligence to help others!

1st Graders go hands on...
One can always be assured that they will find learning happening in Mrs.
Reinhardt’s first grade class. However, the method or strategy used in the learning
process can never be underestimated! It is always impressive to see the small group
instruction, hands-on games, individualized activities, and on one particular day —
shaving cream! The girls enjoyed practicing math facts and spelling words with
shaving cream on their desks. It was all fresh scents and smiles in first grade this week.
We are proud of all of students in grades 3-6 who truly put their best efforts in to taking the first round of
state testing! We all know that each student is much more than any score can ever show. Our students are
guided in learning and we monitor their progress in multiple ways throughout the year. Yet, the spring state
testing is a measure that takes on a whole new atmosphere at school! A special thanks to Mrs. Ranya
Greenberger for adding a few extras to the lunches for our test takers this week. It definitely made testing a
little more pleasant.

Our kindergarten classes at Oakwood are busy learning all about Pesach. One class took a
pause this week to celebrate their —מסיבת סדורSiddur Party. Mazel tov to the children in
Morah Modes and Morah Sarah’s class who did an amazing job at their performance.
Rabbi Dessler addressed the audience in a moving expression of how our children are our
future and noted that as we approach the festival of Pesach where we experience the
transformation m’shibud l’geulah, hope is in the air. Today our hope and confidence are
in our children and in their lifelong connection, through their Siddur, to Hashem.
Thank you to all of our teachers and administrators for helping our children reach this
exciting milestone. Special thanks to Morah Rochi Kutoff for her dedication and constant
support and to Mrs. Rivki Silver for the piano accompaniment; Mrs. Milana Gofman, Mrs. Fraida Steinmetz, and Mr. Joe
Dinya.
Please note that the rest of our classes will have their events closer to Shavuos time.
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Here in our Pre-School office we are in awe of our
Preschool Moros and secretaries. They deserve a huge
thank you and lots of hakoras hatov for all the hard
work, creativity and energy that they put into their jobs.
While preparing the children for Pesach, our teachers
work tirelessly, without stopping for a minute from
singing, dancing, coloring, cutting, gluing and teaching about all the details of Yetizas Mitzrayim and the Seder, while at
the same time nurturing, loving and taking care of all the
children’s daily needs.
Our secretaries are just as busy assisting the teachers with all
the materials, copies and creative computer work while taking
care of their daily duties as well. Thank you!
In Morah Feifer and Morah Gitti’s class the children have been
working all week on decorating their kittels and aprons with
fabric markers and paint. The children are so excited about
their pretty creations and can’t wait for the Seder night when
they will be allowed to wear them. In Morah Chani and Morah Devorah’s class the children decorated pillows and
afikomen bags with paint stampers and colorful gems. The children in
Morah Naomi and Morah Rena’s class are working on a makkos booklet
where they learn each makka in depth and then color a picture to
reinforce what they learned. In Morah Shani and Morah Elisheva’s
room, the children created bedikas chametz hats to wear while they
help their parents search for chametz.
Our registration for next year is ongoing. We urge all our parents to
complete the online portal and send in their completed forms to our
office, our classes are filling up fast.

Ladies met in the Yavne library for a pre-Pesach shiur with Mrs. Miriam Barkin
followed by a book signing with Naomi Nachman a.k.a. The Aussie Gourmet
who shared valuable Pesach cooking tips and ideas!
Thank you to Mrs. Esti Reichman and Mrs. Davida Schultz for making this
possible.
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Mishpacha Magazine
A new Remind group for Mishpacha Magazine subscribers has been created. This will let people know of changes
aﬀec ng holiday pick‐up, renewal informa on, etc. To join please text @mishpach to 81010. Thank you!
Please note that the pre‐Pesach edi on will arrive on the last day of school, Tuesday, April 16. All magazines will be
outside in the box for pick up.

Mazel Tov!



Rabbi & Mrs. Nissim Abrin on the bar mitzvah of Yehuda



Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Lipton on the marriage of Gila to Nissan Blum.
Mazel tov to Mrs. Arelene Benne and Mrs. Rhoda Lipton.



Mr. & Mrs. Yitzchok Yaakov Neuman on the bar mitzvah of Simcha.
Mazel tov to Mr. & Mrs. Moshe Neuman and Rabbi & Mrs. Yitzchok Merkin.



Mr. & Mrs. Jackie Smilovitz on the upcoming marriage of Shira to Mo y Rosenbaum and on the
birth of a granddaughter to Nosson & Es Wohlberg
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PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

Pizza
Fries

Pizza
Fries

29

22

15

8

1

chicken stir-fry
rice

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

hot dogs
baked beans/pickles

chicken nuggets
rice
green beans

deli sandwiches
corn
pickles

Monday

Sunday

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

pizza bagels
soup

toasted cheese
soup

pasta w/ sauce
cheese slices
green beans

toasted cheese
soup

30

23

16

9

2

Tuesday

chicken nuggets
rice
broccoli

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

hot dogs
chicken nuggets
baked beans

meatballs
spaghetti
peas

sloppy joe
mashed potatoes
tacos/peas

Monday

30

23

17

9

2

toasted cheese
soup

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

mac and cheese
carrots

toasted cheese
soup

Tuesday

OAKWOOD

hamburgers
corn

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

breaded chicken
rice
broccoli

deli sandwiches
corn

1-May

24

17

10

3

Wednesday

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

chulent
kugel

hamburgers
fries
corn

Wednesday

pasta w/ sauce
cheese slices
green beans

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

mac n cheese
carrots

fish sticks
soup
cole slaw

Thursday

In accordance with Federal
civil rights law and U.S.

24

18

10

3

25

18

11

4

TAYLOR ROAD CAMPUS

25

19

11

4

26

19

12

5

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

pizza bagels
soup

bagels
cream cheese
soup

Thursday

potatoes
scrambled eggs

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

waffles
scrambled eggs

bagels
cream cheese
tuna/yogurt

Friday

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

Fish sticks
Mashed potatoes
Carrots

Carrots

Hotdogs
Rotini pasta

Monday

chicken nuggets
rice
broccoli

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

chicken nuggets
baked beans/pickles

chicken nuggets
rice
green beans

deli sandwiches
corn

Deli
Pasta salad w/
Carrots, peppers, olives

29

22

15

8

1

29

22

15

8

1

Monday

8oz milk will be served on all dairy lunch days. Due to religious purposes, juice will be served on meat days.

The salad bar will have a variety of fresh vegetables, tuna salad and flaked tuna and legumes.

All lunches will include 1/2 cup of salad, 1/2 cup fruit, whole grain bread and 2oz meat alternative.

All breakfast will include a whole grain, fresh fruit & milk

APRIL 2019 LUNCH MENU

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

Falafel, salad
Pita bread, tehina

Baked Ziti
Mixed Vegetables

Tuesday

toasted cheese
soup

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

pizza bagels
soup

mac and cheese
carrots

toasted cheese
soup

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

breaded chicken
rice
broccoli

hamburgers
corn

Wednesday

25

18

11

4

Wednesday

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

BBQ Chicken
Rice
Peas and carrots

Chicken nuggets
Roasted potatoes
Peas and carrots

Chulent
Potato wedges

1-May

24

17

10

3

Pizza
French fries
Mixed Vegetables

Thursday

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

2

25

18

Lasagna
Mixed Vegetables

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

11
Macaroni with cheese
Mixed Vegetables

4

pizza bagels
soup

bagels
cream cheese
soup

Thursday

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

YAVNE HIGH SCHOOL

24

17

10

3

KINDERGARTEN OAKWOOD

Grilled cheese
Mushroom barley Soup

30

23

16

9

2

30

23

16

9

2

Tuesday

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

Bagels w/cream cheese
Minestrone Soup
Tuna

Baked potatoes
Vegetable Soup
Tuna

Friday

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

PESACH VACATION
NO SCHOOL

waffles
yogurt

potatoes
scrambled eggs

Friday

Bagels w/cream cheese
Cream of zucchini Soup Tuna

3

26

19

12

5

26

19

12

5

