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Trans-Pacific hanging in peril or coming back?

JACOB PETERS
sports editor

Under the Obama
administration,
a
government program
known as the TransPacific
Partnership
(TPP) was set up with
the goal of creating a
counterweight to China’s growing economy, get rid of tariffs,
and deepen economic
ties between the nations. This partnership
as of now includes 11
different
countries.
On January 23, 2017
the United States decided to opt out of this
deal after Trump’s
many months of vowing to make this decision stating, “I will
stop any trade deal
that kills jobs or holds
down wages, includ-

ing the Trans-Pacific
Partnership. I oppose
it now, I’ll oppose it after the election and I’ll
oppose it as
president.”
The U.S.
dropping
out of the
TTP made
the deal take
a pretty big
blow as the
deal the BBC
reported
that “To take
effect,
the
deal would
have had to
be ratified
by
February 2018 by
at least six
countries that account
for 85% of the group’s
economic
output.”
With these terms that

would mean that
without the U.S., the
deal could not longer take effect as they

the official decision to
end the deal, Trump
has been indecisive,
on and off, about his

make up a large proportion of the group.
However
after
these statements and

decision to completely
drop out of this large
partnership. Trump
tweeted, “While Ja-

When in motion, they
stay in motion

NEWT FIGGON
staff writer

Under the Trump
administration and its
not-so-scientific policies, the second annual March for Science
gained strength and
momentum. On April
14th, thousands
of
Americans
marched on
Washington
and various
other cities
across the
nation
in
the name of
science and
progression
shouting
phrases like
“Science,
not silence!”
and “Make
A m e r i ca
Smart
again!”
According to the
March for Science website the mission was
simple: “Champion robustly funded and publicly
communicated
science as a pillar of human freedom and prosperity, [and] unite as
a diverse, nonpartisan
group [that calls upon]
policymakers to enact
evidence-based policies
in the public interest.”
In attempt to meet
this goal, people took
to the streets, stressing and advocating the
importance of using
objective and verifiable

facts in policy-making.
Toxicologist, Mary Ellen Cosenza even stated she feared “policy
decisions [would] be
made without scientific
input” if no one spoke
up, and like her fellow
protesters would say

“There is no Planet B.”
Others like David
Titley, a retired rear admiral, stated that “If we
[continue to] ignore and
denigrate science, we
do so at our own peril,” referencing climate
change and the horrific repercussions our
policies may endow.
Others
still
like
Mackenzie Mittleman,
who works in science
communications, stated if we don’t stress
“science
education,”
we won’t be able “to

create future generations” of leaders who
will “develop innovative research and cure
various diseases.” She
stated that for these
reasons and many
more “making America
scientific again” was
an important issue.
M a n y
speakers
backed that
claim. Bill
Nye,
for
example,
emphasized
that
science brings
about great
change and
advancement “for
our health
and prosperity,” citing access to
“clean water, reliable
electricity,
[and] electronic global information” as merely the
tip of the iceberg. He
further advocated that
we all be “scientifically
literate citizens,” for
“science is for all, [and]
our lawmakers must
know and accept that.”
In the face of budget
cuts, anti-vaccination
advocation, and climate change denial,
scientists have gathered to, in the words
of Bill Nye, “save the
world,” even if it’s
one step at a time.

pan and South Korea would like us to
go back into TPP, I
don’t like the deal for
the United States,
Too many
contingencies
and
no way to
get out if
it doesn’t
work. Bilateral
deals are
far more
efficient,
profitable
and better
for OUR
workers.”
Later,
on April
12th, he also tweeted, “Would only join
TPP if the deal were
substantially
better

than the deal offered
to Pres. Obama. We
already have BILATERAL deals with six
of the eleven nations
in TPP, and are working to make a deal
with the biggest of
those nations, Japan,
who has hit us hard
on trade for years!”
This means that
there could be a
chance for the U.S. to
rejoin the trade deal if
the terms improved,
but Trump has been
looking to make one
on one trade deals.
Regardless,
the United States
wouldn’t be able to
rejoin the deal until
next year, so President
Trump has a while until he has to make any
permanent decisions.

Kepler to TESS to
aliens?

NEWT FIGGON
staff writer

NASA continues its
search for exoplanets
and possible life as it
gains new innovative
technology for use at
its disposal. First it was
Kepler, now it’s the
Transiting Exoplanet
Survey Satellite (TESS).
According to NASA’s website, TESS
is set to “discover
thousands of exoplanets in orbit
around the brightest stars in the sky
in a two-year survey,...
monitor[ing] more than
200,000 stars for temporary drops in brightness
caused by planetary
transits [suggesting existence of planetary
movement] ”
starting
w h e n
the satellite was
launched
on
April
18.
From
there
the
j o u r n e y
will
make
history.
According to TESS’s
project scientist, Stephen Rinehart this new
technology will open a
whole new door in the
field. He stated, “[Astronomers are] going
to be able study individual planets and start
talking about the differences between planets. The targets TESS

finds are going to be
fantastic subjects for
research for decades
to come. It’s the beginning of a new era of
exoplanet
research.”
Astrophysics
Division director, Paul
Hertz, couldn’t agree
more, stating “We
learned

f r o m
Kepler that there are
more planets than stars
in our sky, and

now
TESS will open
our eyes to the variety
of planets around some
of the closest stars.”
Similarly astrophysicist and TESS’s deputy
project scientist, Padi
Boyd, stated “The answer we got from Kepler was that planets
are everywhere and
that on average, every
star in the Milky Way
has a planet. So that’s
hundreds of billions of

planets in our galaxy. ...
Now TESS is taking Kepler’s results, that planets are everywhere, and
TESS will find the nearest transiting exoplanet systems to Earth,”
enabling greater and
richer space exploration and knowledge.
Hertz further added to this belief by
reporting
that
“TESS
[though not
able to find
life itself] will
help us figure
out where to
point our larger telescopes in
that search,” and lead
exploration and research from its ability to capture data.
George Ricker,
TESS’s principal investigator backed
up that claim as he
said “We’re going to look at every single one of
those stars, and
that’s the real science yield that we’re going to have with TESS.”
To close NASA
stated: “This first-ever
space borne all-sky
transit survey will
identify planets ranging from Earth-sized
to gas giants, around
a wide range of stellar
types and orbital distances,” and it could
very well change the
dynamic of the field
forever as many have
stated before them.
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Chemical attacks incite international outrage

parneet behniwal | MAY 8, 2018| PAGE 3

KALI MCCAA
staff writer

On April 7th of 2017
more than 500 people
in Douma, Syria were
affected by a chemical
attack. Some rescue
workers and medics
say that more than
40 were killed, with
most victims being
women and children.
Anti-government
activists
released
videos of dead men,
women, and children, with white foam
coming out of their
mouths and nostrils,
with extremely pale
skin, and some with
pinpoint pupils. An
abundance of patients
were rushed to clinics with burning eyes
and breathing problems. The patients
smelled of chlorine
and had to be washed

down with water
and given inhalers.
According to activist groups, helicopters
dropped barrels filled with
toxic gas that
is
suspected
to be chlorine,
onto the town
of Douma. And
then—on April
12 victims had
tested positive
for chemicals,
including chlorine.
People
affected
had
symptoms
of
respiratory
failure, severe
irritation of mucous
membranes, and disruption of the central
nervous system. The
World Health Organization said that 70 people died in their basements from the attack,

with 43 of those being
related to exposure
of toxic chemicals.
A rescue worker

bombs, which may
have caused their
quick death as no-one
heard their screams,”

from Syria Civil Defense said that “We
later discovered the
bodies of people who
had suffocated from
toxic gases. They were
in closed spaces, sheltering from the barrel

It
is
suspected
that Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad’s regime is being accused
of the chemical attack, but has denied
accusations, and has
instead blamed rebel

Clear backpacks but no
clear legislation

JOSLYN PEREZ
staff writer

Many students that
attend Majority Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland
were shocked when
they came back from
spring break to a new
rule. Parkland students were required to
wear a clear backpacks
every day and also carry around ID. With this
new rule, they also
tripled the amount
of police officers to
roam the campus.
Nearly 3,000 students were instructed to go through security checkpoints.
This rule was
made as a protection to gun violence,
making it noticeable
to see any weapons
that students try to
smuggle on campus. On February
14, 2018 a mass shooting killed 17 innocent
people taking place
at Majority Stoneman Douglas High
School. Making this
the world’s deadliest
mass shooting to ever
occur. With everyone
on edge, the rule was
made, just a month
after the shooting.
Though many Majority Stoneman students stand behind the
#NeverAgain movement, they don’t sup-

port the clear backpack
requirement.
Many have said that
the backpacks were
meant to keep everyone safe, but did the
complete
opposite,
taking away students’
freedom,
privacy,
and
individuality.
In response to the
changes students have
expressed their frus-

trations with their
new backpacks. Junior Cameron Kasey a
former senior student
at Majority Stoneman
tweeted a photo of his
clear backpack filled
with tampons. The following day the tweet
was retweeted nearly
2,000 times. Kasey’s actions were to speak up
on this new rule, and
how they were taking
away students privacy. With this tweet
going viral many stu-

dents began to speak
up on the matter.
Also taking things
to twitter, Delaney
Tarr posted a photo
of her backpack, saying she was “starting
off the last quarter,
of senior year right,
with a good ol’ violation of privacy.”
Other
students
talked in interviews
and spoke to the principle. Lauren Newsman, a MSD student
stated, “It’s making
a lot of people feel
less safe because it’s
a daily reminder that
school isn’t school
anymore—it’s a war
zone where anything could happen
at any moment.”
Other students still
placed tampons, condoms, and price tags
in their clear backpacks as a rebellious
way to show how this
new rule would strip
students of their right
to privacy, citing the
policy, as senior Same
Zeif called it, the “opposite of progress.”
Representatives
still haven’t said if
they were going to
keep is rule or allow students to have
their regular backpacks, but one thing
is clear, the student
aren’t having any of it.

groups of fabricating
the chemical attack
as to get international
support, and to hinder the army’s
advances. Douma belonged to
rebel groups but
after the attack,
agreed to evacuate to northern
Syria.This
attack happened
almost a year
after the day the
United
States
struck a Syrian
airfield after a
chemical attack
happened to the
rebel-held town
of Khan Sheikhoun.
In response to this
attack, Trump tweeted “Many dead, including women and
children, in mindless
CHEMICAL attack in
Syria. Area of atroc-

ity is in lockdown
and encircled by Syrian Army, making it
completely inaccessible to outside world.
President Putin, Russia and Iran are responsible for backing Animal Assad.”
Trump has also sent
airstrikes, backed by
Britain and France on
April 14th to the cities
Homs and Damascus;
using more than 100
missiles which is double the number that
was used in last years
air strike. United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres
exclaimed, “any confirmed use of chemical
weapons, by any party to the conflict and
under any circumstances, is abhorrent
and a clear violation
of international law.”

Apple health app can
solve murders?

JOSLYN PEREZ
staff writer

Back in 206, Hussein
Khavari was accused
of raping and drowning 19-year-old medical student Maria Ladenburger and leaving
her body in a nearby
river after information
from his health app
aligned a little too well
with the crime. Khavari was then arrested September of
2017 for the murder of
Maria Ladenburger.
Police went to the
crime scene and found
a scarf on a nearby path
with Landenburger’s
DNA
attached
to
it. When police tried
to confront Khavari
of his actions
but he
denied
them from
the
start.
So,
police
had to get
the evidence
another way.
The authorities
wanted to search
the information o n
his phone, but Khavari
refused to give them
his password to his device, so Detective Welt
Reporters, a highly
successful
hacker
working with the detectives, successfully
broke into his phone.
They searched through

Hussein’s phone to get
any further evidence.
There were no texts,
no pictures but there
was Apple’s health
app. Apple’s health
app records steps, high
rate activates, running and much more,
and with
those record the
police
h a d
found
what
they
were
looking for,
coming across a high
activity rate
the night of
the
murder. The
app had
stated
t h a t
Hussein
was
“climbing
stairs” at a time that
reportedly
aligned
with when police believed the victim was
dragged down a flight
of stairs to a nearby river and was drowned.
Where the body
was found detectives
recreated the crime
scene and discovered
that the activities had

matched up perfectly
from that night. The
victim was found in
the dream river after being raped, the
subject was identified by a hair found
on the scene. David
Miller, the head of police commission, said:
“through
interviews
a n d
w e b b a s e d
survey,
we were
able to reconstruct
Marias final
hours. The 19-yearold student had been
at a party. By 2:37am,
she left the party.
Maria then cycled
home as usual. The
young women had
[then] been the victim of a sexual offence
and violent crime.”
After the report,
the
Landenberger
family then reached
out to say that their
daughter worked in
her spare time in the
ancient university city
of Freiburg helping
out the immigrants
in various shelters
and that they wished
a farewell to their
“dearest
daughter,
sister, granddaughter,
niece, and cousin.”
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Will Mexico pay for the
wall?
Chart Title

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
Yes. Duh. It's about
them.

Yes, it's their duty.

No. Why would
they????

no. How would we
convice them??

Should California be a
sanctuary state?
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%
Yes, of course

Will you be voting in the
2018 midterm and/or local
election?
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
HECK YEAH!!!

HECK NO!!!

My vote changes
nothing

Democracy? MY
OBLICATION!

No, that undermines our
laws

No. Cities should decide
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Hawks Talk Immigration
Casey Valentine

“With respect to citizenship, it takes way too long [to become
one,] and there are way too many hoops to jump through to become
a citizen. It takes like a decade I’m pretty sure, and as far as allowing refugees in, we are actually bombing their countries daily. How
can we justify destroying their cities and not letting them escape
here? They’re trying to escape the religious terrorism we’re fighting, we share the same value. I don’t get why they can’t come here.”

Alex Bridges
“I’m not opposed to immigration, but you have to do it
legally. Once you break the law and are therefore an illegal immigrant, you should therefore be subject to the consequences of being an illegal immigrant. I do not believe
in sanctuary cities for illegal immigrants. We should not
be sheltering them. Personally I do not believe they should
be offered welfare from taxpayers as illegal immigrants.”

Samantha Works
“We should allow people into this country because we
would be giving them an opportunity that they might not have
had in their own countries, which is kind of like an escape for
them. We have all the resources that they might not have in
their countries. We’re giving them opportunity! We’re giving
them a chance to escape! It’s morally justified. It’s for a better
life—They may be escaping religious persecution or a dictatorship that’s in their country. I just feel they should be allowed
asylum in our country and given the opportunity to rebuild
their lives considering their circumstances and our affluence.”

Dawn Bransby
“For illegal immigration, I think that we should handle it
in a way that’s not as demeaning towards people, more of
like helping people figure out why they’re here and maybe
giving them more resources to become a legal immigrant instead of just sending them back right away. And I feel really
passionate about those kids who came to America when they
were like 5 year or younger, not knowing any Spanish or anything and then having to get sent back possibly because of
Trump and his new regulations. I don’t think that’s right.”

insight
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Will Trump fulfill his promise?

ISABELLA CHACON
staff writer
fence in 2018 in New

What is going on?
President Donald
Trump had made
giant promises and
claims during his
presidential
campaign that made
many people question his actual ability
to accomplish them.
Of the enormous
claims was one to
build a wall on the
southern border, dividing the U.S. and
Mexico, and having
Mexico pay for the
construction
and
materials. “I will
build a great, great
wall on our southern
border, and I will
make Mexico pay for
that wall. Mark my
words,” said Trump.
Trump began
construction of a

Mexico, and plans
on sending National
Guards to supervise trespassers. The
fence is claimed to
be able to reach up
to 18 feet high,
eliminate underground smuggling, and is
made of thick
steel posts. An
existing vehicle
barrier between
Mexico and the
U.S. is being removed and replaced with a
bollard
wall.
Who
is
paying for the wall?
Former President
of Mexico during
the years 2000-2006,
Vicente Fox, responded to Trump’s
claims with an angered “Mexico will

never pay for that
[freaking]
wall.”
In January of 2018,
President
Trump
informed the Wall
Street Journal that if
a negotiation with

TA, and, say, I’m going to take a small
percentage of that
money and it’s going toward the wall.
Guess what? Mexico’s paying,” said

NAFTA - North
American Free Trade
Agreementdoes
not lean in favor of
the U.S. then America will resign from
the pact involving
the U.S., Mexico and
Canada. “We make a
good deal on NAF-

President
Trump
earlier this year.
Congress previously displayed reluctance in funding
the wall, refusing to
supply the requested $25 billion from
President
Trump.
Instead,
congress

provided $1.6 billion for “border security”. The cost of
the project is still unknown but has been
estimated anywhere
from $73 million to
$30 billion
dollars.
The wall
is
also
supposedly said
to be paid
for by the
2017 Department
of Homeland Sec u r i t y
funding
or the Pentagon.
What
dents

do

stuthink?

and it’s regulated…
Building a wall isn’t
a total block off. It’s
just to regulate.”
Gian Gayatao, junior, confronts the
issue by saying “racism is the elephant
in the room. We are
supposed to be the
‘shining city upon
a hill’ that is open
to anyone with the
will to get here. It
would be hypocritical to build a
wall just to drive
out
immigrants
because
America
was a land of immigrants- it still is.
We need to be willing to fight for what
we think is right.”

Joey
Mcfaddin,
senior, says “think
about it. If there’s a
wall we can always
let people in and out

What do Centennial students think?
Should taxpayers’ dollars go towards
strengthening border
control/security?

Do you think the wall will lead to new
alternative strategies for illegal
immigration?

80%

80%

70%

70%

60%

60%

50%

50%

40%

40%

30%

30%

20%

20%
10%

10%

0%

0%
Yes

No

I don't care

Uhh yeah duh

No. What alternatives???

I doubt it.

insight

lorena felix|MAY 8, 2018| PAGE 7

ICE captured the wrong suspects

BEN ROBINSON
staff writer

Six
children
mourn the loss of
their parents who
were being chased
by ICE (Immigration
and Customs Enforcement), which
resulted in the couple trying to fleeing from them.The
accident happened
in the city of Delano after the couple
had dropped off
their kids at school.
The Los Angeles
Times stated that,
due to this tragic
event, a case has
been submitted by
Delano police. The
case is to determine
whether ICE will be
charged with criminal charges due to
the incident, due to
discrepancies. The
man who died in the

accident was said
to not be the man
that ICE was searching for. Delano police stated that the
correct procedures
were not done when
searching for an illegal immigrant, such
as not turning on
their lights or sirens
during their chase.
It was revealed that the couple who died where
farm worker who
were also illegal immigrants. However,
their children now
have to live the rest
of their lives without a parent to love
and cherish them.
ICE main goal is
provide homeland
security and public safety, but the
homeland was not
being
threatened
by this couple and

there was no reason
to believe that they

searching for was
a major danger to

were a danger to the
public.. In fact, ICE
being misinformed
on who they were

the public, which
resulted in two
people dead and six
parentless children.

To all who
had the illusion
that immigrants are
monsters trying to
take your jobs and
are bringing crime
to the homeland, see
their situation from
a different perspective. While they are
up at 4am ready to
pick grapes, tomatoes, or fruit or vegetable is in season,
you are probably
still asleep. While
you have the amazing
opportunity
to earn a higher
education, get a
high paying job,
and have a 401K,
they don’t. While
you are working
in a job that has air
conditioning, clean
bathrooms, and has
no hard physical
labor, they are out
in the sun all day

Update on DACA

DACA
was
started by former
President
Barack
Obama and stands
for Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals. On June 15,
2012, the Secretary
of Homeland Security announced that
certain people who
came to the United
States as children
and meet several
key guidelines may
request
consideration of deferred action for a period of
two years, subject to
renewal, and would

then be eligible for
work
authorization and education.
In order to be eligible for DACA you
have to go through
a heavily examined
background check
and meet a list of criteria’s such as: The
individual must be
under the age of 31
as of June 15, 2012,
must have arrived
at the united States
before
reaching
your 16th birthday,
have continuously
lived in the United
States since June
15, 2007 up to the
present time, were
physically present

in the United States
on June 15, 2012 and
at the time of your
request. for deferred
action with USCIS,
have no serious
crime history such
as felony, serious
misdemeanor,
or
have three or more
misdemeanors, pose
a public or national
security threat. ,you
never had a lawful
immigration status
on or before June 15,
2012, or parole that
you obtained prior
to June 15, 2012, had
expired as of June
15, 2012, have to currently be enrolled in
school, have your

diploma or GED, or
are honorably discharged veteran of
the Coast Guard or
Armed Forces of
the United States.
As of September
4, 2017 there were
690,000 DACA recipients. Once the
Dreamers, or recipients of DACA,
receive their status
it lasts up to two
years and has limited amount of renewable times but
has to be renewed
every two years.
The Dreamers are
allowed to stay in
the United States
legally,
pursue

higher
education,
drive legally, obtain work permits
which if they get a
job allows them to
receive health insurance, however
it does not provide
a clear pathway to
citizenship which
is a common mistake people think
about the program.
Ever since President Donald Trump
came to office he
Last
September
Trump announced
that DACA will be
ending on March 5,
2018. Since that announcement about
122 Dreamers have

working with very
few breaks. I have
yet to hear about a
citizen who dreams
of working in the
fields, so how are
illegal immigrants
taking your jobs?
ICE should
have been more
alert on who they
were searching for,
but they weren’t.
The situation is
horrible from every angle, but nothing can be done to
bring back the parents of six children.

been lost per day.
As of April 25,
another
judge
has overruled the
Trump administration’s efforts to terminate DACA. This
action has forced the
government to take
new
applications
and has also slowed
down the efforts to
terminate the program which is allowing the Trump
Administration for
time to come up
with stronger argument justifying
why DACA should
be
terminated.

Should DACA recipients stay?
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Can a nation divided stand?
HENRY SHREWT
staff writer
According to the Pew Research Center, it’s been about
150 years since the U.S. was
as polarized as it is today.
About 150 years. The 1860’s.
I want to talk about what was
going on during the 1860’s.
During the 1860’s, the nation
was so divided that half the nation literally seceded -- they literally separated
from the United
States to form
the
Confederacy -- all because
of
controversy
over a new president and possible
policy
change.
I want to let that
sink in. According to the Pew
Research Center,
we are as divided
now as we were
during the American Civil War.
You’re
probably wondering,
“What does polarization have to do
with the place integrity and civility
have in society?”
Well, if you pull
out your handydandy
Oxford
English Dictionary, or go to their
website as I did,
there are two definitions that pop
up when you search for the word
integrity: first, the quality of being honest and having strong
moral principles; and second, the
state of being whole and not divided, i.e. not being polarized. So,
question: what does polarization
have to do with integrity’s place
in society? Answer: everything.
Now, you’re probably thinking,
“That’s great and all, but what
about civility?” According to the
Oxford Dictionary, civility has
been defined since the mid-16th
Century as a sense of politeness.
Its origin is a little bit different.
The early use of the term, civility,
denoted the state of being a citizen
and hence being a good citizen. It
also means being able to put one’s
own self-interest aside for the interest of the better part of society.
I’ll get to how this applies in a
second, but in order to get there,
I want to talk a little bit more
about polarization and what the
Pew Research Center’s statistics
have to say about it. According to the data they’ve gathered,
45% of Republicans and 41%
of Democrats see the other as a
threat to the nation’s well-being.
We see the presence of different ideologies as a threat
to the nation’s well-being.

In
a
way,
we’re
right
for
thinking
that.
On February 14th, there was a
mass shooting at a high school in
Parkland, Florida. 17 dead, many
injured. I don’t think I need to
go into detail, nor do I want to,
because it’s sickening. What I do
want to address is that this was
not the first time the U.S. saw a

mass shooting. Since the Sandy
Hook Elementary School shooting, the U.S. has seen more and
more of these tragedies each year,
and each year a pattern of how
these mass shootings are handled
becomes evident. Amidst the anger and sadness of the events,
both sides make their argument on how to prevent another
shooting, both blame the other
side for “politicizing a tragedy”,
and nothing ever changes until
the next mass shooting occurs.
Because of our polarization,
because we are tied to our sides
of left and right, because we are
so adamant that there is only
one solution to stopping these
tragedies and that our party has
all the answers and all the solutions, nothing ever changes.
Psychologists have coined a
phrase for this phenomenon.
They call it naive realism. Naive realism is the tendency to
believe that our subjective opinions are objective and that people who disagree with us must
be uninformed or irrational.
That’s why we have been unable to come to any agreements,
to any compromise. We can’t
practice civility, can’t practice
good civil discourse. We can’t

set aside our own self-interest for
the better part of society because
we have planted their feet in we
have each individually determined to be the solution; and we
refuse to hear the other side out.
In fact, it is because of this naive realism that people have lost
a good chunk of their civility, and
they have lost their own personal
integrity (their
own set of morals) on top of the
lack of integrity (the lack of
unity) that the
nation is facing.
There was a picture on Twitter
of a man showing a photo of
his
daughter
who was killed
during
the
Parkland shooting. And because he wore
a shirt in support of Donald
Trump, instead
of sending their
regards, there
were
people
who responded
in the most incredible way.
One person
said, “He’s ProTrump which
means he supports the guy
who is responsible for the death of his child!!”
Another said, “I don’t feel sorry
for him and f*** trump.” Thankfully they were in the minority, but even so, there were still
plenty of other similar responses that I’m not going to list.
They lack in integrity (they lack
in morals) and they lack in civility
(they lack in politeness) because
our nation lacks integrity (because
our nation is polarized). And our
nation is polarized (our nation
lacks integrity) because we lack
civility (we lack good citizenship).
We aren’t good citizens because
we aren’t well-informed, and we
aren’t well-informed because we
would rather vilify the other guy
before we hear him out. We call
every other news outlet other than
Fox “fake news” because we don’t
like what they have to say, and
we say we’ve considered blowing up the White House because
we’re upset of who’s sitting up in
the oval office. We’re polarized.
So what place do integrity and
civility have in society? It’s a good
question. I think right now, what
little integrity and civility we have
is playing a major factor in keeping our nation from falling apart
like it did during the Civil War.
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Disney: Cheapest company on Earth

Aubrianna Martinez

features editor

With the constant
revenue that Disneyland receives, most
would assume that
the company would
be able to afford to
pay their employees
such as their “cast
members”
enough
for their workers to
not live in their cars
or have to turn to
other extreme means
in order to survive,
but that would be incorrect. Dispute and
debates arose when
it was revealed to the
public that a Disneyland employee did
not make enough
money to afford permanent housing as
was living out of her
car. Disneyland is
meant to be the happiest place on Earth,

here’s why that may
not be completely
true for the people
that
work
there.
According to the
LA Times, since the
year 2000 the
wages that employees receive
has decreased
by fifteen percent.
Thirteen
percent of employees at the
park claim to be
paid less than
eleven dollars
an hour for their
work at Disneyland. Many of
the people who
work in Disneyland
said that they have
been homeless for a
time or two despite
working for such
a rich and popular
company or are very
close to being home-

less currently, and
say that they sometimes do not have a
reasonable amount
of money that would
allow them to eat

receive enough from
their place of work.
In a letter to the editor in an LA Times article, someone wrote
to the employees

enough times in the
day and must instead
they go without food.
However, there
are some people who
do not have any sentiment for those who
feel as if they do not

of Disneyland saying, “You want more
money? Quit Disney
and go where wages
and benefits are better”. The thought
may seem reasonable, but that would

require for the person
to lose their current
source of income and
even if they were to
find a more suitable
one, how long will
they be without
money and a job?
For those that
are already or
currently walking the line between having a
home and being
homeless,
that
may not be an
option for them
and their family.
Yet even with
the amount of the
park’s employees
that commented on
the hardships they
have due to not making enough money
at their job, the chief
executive of the company simply cannot
relate to what they

face. Robert Iger in
this year alone is expected to receive a
large raise, and what
he is paid will increase all the way up
to 162.5 million dollars. Employees of
the park said in interviews that they do enjoy their jobs, but that
they would also like
dental care and to not
live on the streets or
in their car. Perhaps
it is cruel to blame
how the numbers
fall upon one man,
but one would think
that a kind man-or even just a smart
businessman--would
ensure that the people that make him so
much of that money
are able to afford to
continue to do so.

Have Republicans forgotten their own ideology?

Aly Ramirez
opinions editor

For decades, the
Republican party has
branded itself as the
party of fiscal responsibility, however, the
reality of that narrative
is shifting because of
the GOP’s irresponsible
tax cuts as well as the
party’s request for
a large increase in
military spending.
While the GOP
is no stranger to
hypocritically
claiming to practice fiscally conservative
principles, their new
policies are not
only irresponsible, they are projected to increase
the national debt
by nearly 1.5 trillion dollars over
the next ten years.
According to
the balance, President
Trump as projected in
fiscal year 2019 budget,
plans to add $8.282 trillion to the national deficit. If Trump spends
as he plans to, he will
add the second highest dollar amount to
the national deficit in
history. Additionally,
he will add as much in
his first term as Obama
did in two terms.
Despite
Trump’s
recklessness with the
national deficit, the biggest hypocrite of the

GOP is house speaker
Paul Ryan. Ryan has
been known to refer to
himself in third person
as “Paul Ryan deficit
hawk” while he simultaneously
promotes
extreme tax cuts and
increases in spending in particular sections of the budget.
While Ryan claims

to be a deficit hawk, it
should be noted that
he entered the house
when the budget was
in a surplus and is leaving with deficits over
$1 trillion. Those deficits, however, are the
legacy that he prides
himself on. Paul Ryan
not only fiercely supported the GOP’s tax
cuts, he also supported
tax cuts under the Bush
administration
that
promptly added over
$5 trillion to the national debt since 2001.

Although Ryan and
other members of the
Republican Party claim
to advocate for less
government
spending, especially under
democratic presidents,
they continually vote
in favor of big expansions in expenditures.
Ryan was a vocal
supporter of the wars
in both Afghanistan
and
Iraq
which collectively
have added
over $2 trillion to the
nation’s
deficit. Additionally,
he
largely
supported
Bush’s frivolous homeland security spending
and
has
recently
pushed for even bigger increases in military spending than
President
Trump.
On his website paulryan.house.gov, Ryan
claims to have the solution to making the
nation’s biggest expenditure, social security,
more efficient. Ryan
maintains that, “In order to pay full Social
Security benefits in the
future, the government
must cut spending,
raise taxes, or borrow
more money to finance

these payments.” The
fiscally
responsible
thing to do would be
to raise taxes and cut
spending, however, he
and his party have done
the complete opposite.
Another
problem
with the GOP’s reckless
spending is their belief that the Democrats
will help them clean up
the damage they will
have done to the deficit
and economy despite
the fact that they often
times favor increasing
expenditures on social
projects even when
they cannot get Congress to increase taxes.
Proving the Democratic Party’s appreciation for spending
on social projects is
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders’s recent
suggestion on how to
fix the nations’ already
low
unemployment.
Sanders
recently
announced his plan
to guarantee a job
for every American.
The plan, reminiscent
of FDR’s New Deal,
would give $15-anhour public work jobs,
plus health benefits, to
anyone who wants it.
While
this
plan
sounds brilliant in theory, the reality is frighteningly expensive. An
estimate of a plan similar to Sander’s put the
price tag at $543 billion
a year. Furthermore,
this plan to put Amer-

icans back to work
comes while America’s
unemployment rate is
at a 17 year low at 4.1%.
Despite the hefty
price tag, quickly increasing national deficit, and low unemployment rates, Kirsten
Gillibrand tweeted, “If
Republicans could give
$1.5 trillion in tax cuts
to corporations and
the wealthiest among
us, why can’t we invest a similar amount
in a guaranteed jobs
plan for regular Americans who are unemployed and willing to
work to better their
local
community?”
The logic behind
this tweet seems to be
missing
considering
this bill’s response to
unnecessary spending
is more unnecessary
spending. Fortunately,
the bill is struggling to
garner support, even
from the most progressive
democrats.
Despite the fact that
the national debt has
become so overwhelming that the government actually has to
borrow money from
investors just to pay off
older loans, congress
continually allows for
both tax cuts and increases in expenditures.
Although
many
doubt that the government would ever default on their loans,
many also doubted that

people would default
on their mortgages,
however, we now know
that assumption was
wrong on a massive
scale. Though interest
rates on government
securities since the financial crisis of 2008
have remained low,
the strong economic
growth that the nation
has been experiencing
could create more alternatives for investors
that would ultimately
force the United States
government to offer
higher interest rates to
remain
competitive.
While ¨Paul Ryan
Deficit Hawk’s” beloved tax cuts appear
to have short term benefits for the economy,
the reality is the tax cuts
will dramatically increase the national deficit as they did under
both the Bush and Reagan
administrations.
After looking back at
his career, it is clear that
Paul Ryan is far from a
deficit hawk, and despite their claims, neither parties practice
fiscal
responsibility.
Ultimately, if Congress
fails to manage the federal budget in a way
that lessens the amount
they have to borrow,
the nation could face
serious economic repercussions that could
potentially undo all
of the growth we
have made since 2008.
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hawks soar

Despite the cold, Hawks come together for a day
at the track.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: senior Britney King and junior Summer Holder; senior Raymond Lara and
instructional aid Jolene Manibusan; freshman Isaiah Rodriguez, junior Alex Gomez, sophomore Hannah
Lopez, and junior Austin Ven Etten

FROM LEFT: freshman Sam Sherwin Irudhayaraj
Sundar and senior Sebastian Diaz; sophomore
Daniela Carreno and senior Jacob Walton; senior
Rishi Padhy and senior Nathaniel Roberson

academics
2nd Semester Grind
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As the year comes to a close, our motivation tends to dip. We go from zombies that copy homework in a timely manner to kids with pics still taking L’s. So here are some much needed tips to finish the year off without crying ‘cause your 93 dropped to an 89 and yeah… it’s not going to round up.
Step 1: Be organized. Keep your deadlines on a calendar with details enclosed, and know where your work is.
You can’t accomplish anything if you
don’t know when, where, or what.

Step 3: When step 2 inevitably fails
you, remember the 80/20 rule. Roughly 80 percent of all results are yielded
from roughly 20 percent of all causes. So
go on. Calculate exactly what is important in terms of the rubric or your final
grade and focus on that alone. Everything else can fall by the wayside, and
you’ll still (probably) be perfectly fine.

Step 2: Plan ahead BUT ACTUALLY FOLLOW THROUGH. This is the hardest step a
student ever faces, but if everything is broken into manageable chunks, you will be less
stressed and your assignment will be of better
quality. Turn off or mute your phone and notifications if you have to. Just know that sacrifice
now will pay off later. Won’t it feel great when
your Snapchat streaks are crying but you’re
binge watching without a care in the world?

Step 4: When worse comes to worst, remember your end game. Why are you
here? What do you seek from your education? Do you want to go to Cal Poly? How
about UCLA? Are they going to accept
you because you decided to slack off? Or
they are going to accept you because you
met (and exceeded) their expectations?
Step 5: The most important step of them all: Remember that you are a human being
and you’re allowed to be stressed and tired and angry and upset. Academic success is
NOT everything. As a human being please recall that it is your job to care for your body
more than your list of homework assignments. Don’t starve yourself so you have extra
time to write an essay. Don’t deprive yourself of sleep so you can finish a project you
don’t even care about beyond the grade. If it will not affect you in 5 years, it is irrelevant. Strive for the best of your abilities, but do not make it the entirety of your life. :-)

features
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Life in the fast “Lane”

JOSLYN PEREZ

staff writer

Marilyn
Lane
is a sophomore at
Centennial
High
School. Lane was
born on October
5, 2001. She plays
junior varsity softball for Centennial
High School. She
has played softball for three years
now. She loves
meeting a new
team and creating
a family-like bond.
“My team is the
best thing about
softball. We are like
a big family, we’re
always having a fun
time. I love them so

Marilyn Lane’s hectic life

much,” Lane said. registered nurses
I can explore the
After two hours world also helping
of practice, she gets people,” Lane said.
home from a long
With homework
day but she has to
do her chores and and doing chores
start her home- and planning her
work. Lane spends future, she builds
three to four hours up a huge appetite.
doing her home- Eating dinner is
work before she is her last part of her
completely done. hectic day. “I love
When Lane gradu- food so I don’t reates from high ally have favorite
school she wants but I can eat sushi
to become a nurse. for the rest of my
life because there
“When I gradu- are many different
ate high school, I varieties to choose
want to explore the from,” Lane said.
world but I want
As her day begins
to help out people.
So, I thought of be- to unwind, she alcoming a traveling ways prays before

she goes to sleep. feel like I’m falling
She does this on he always there for
repeat every week. me to help me back
up.” Lane’s secAfter the week- ond supporter and
end comes around, inspiration is her
she loves to hang mom. “My inspiout with friends ration is my mom
and family and also because she is a
go to church with
her mom. When
she has a little free
time, she binges
watches
Stranger
Things or other
shows on Netflix.

very strong woman
and is always there
for me,” she began to say. With
Lane’s crazy week,
she loves everything about it and
wouldn’t change
it for the world.

Although
her
week is jam packed,
she thanks her two
supporters
that
play a huge role in
her life. “My biggest
supporter is God,
because whenever I

Jenna Russo

Leaving an Impression
MADISON WARSHAW al when she was

Jenna
Russo
started cheering for
Centennial when
she was a freshman
in 2015, since then
she has cheered
with her sister,
many coaches, and
even made up some
choreography on
the way to the end
of her junior year.

a freshman but
now she is one of
the most looked
up to cheerleaders on campus.
¨Ten boys volunteered for the
powderpuff season this year and I
had the opportunity to teach them
a dance with all
the creativity I
had,¨ said Russo.

Russo thought
it would be a fun
opportunity to join
cheer for Centenni-

When
Russo
began cheering,
she was in the
seventh
grade

staff writer

at Norris Middle
School and she has
loved it since then.
Altogether,
Russo has completed
three seasons of
cheering both football and basketball at Centennial.
Some people like
the Powder Puff
season, and some
don’t, but when
Russo was asked if
she would change
anything about the
dance or the games
she played she
said, ¨No I would

not. The boys had a
blast and I did too.¨
Russo came up
with the choreography on her own
and even though
it was stressful she
pulled
through
and made it a great
experience for all
those who got to
see the boys dance
and cheer. Russo
is definitely cheering for Centennial next year and
hopes to get a great
opportunity
like
this one next year.

Ryley Fick

RYLEE REYNOLDS

staff writer

Ryley Fick is a
senior graduating
this year who has
had four successful years participating in multiple
sports that Centennial has to offer.

her ACL her senior soccer
y e a r
which
took her
out
of
doing
t r a c k
that year
a l s o .

After
thre e
to four
She has ran cross m o n t h s
country for four of
reyears while being covering
on varsity and was she was
captain this year, for able to
her senior year. She continue
played soccer for running,
three years, one year but deon varsity, but tore cided not

to

her

senior

do year so she could

focus on running.

Fick

has

track for three years
while being on varsity each
one
and
was captain
this
year. She
was
also
invited into
the Jockey
Club
for
both track
and cross
country.
Fick competes
in
the 800 as
her main
event but
also does
done the mile, 400, 200,

and
4x4
relay.
Fick has had
much success in her
athletic career, she
is also strong in academics maintaining
a 4.5 GPA while being in both Spanish
Honors Society and
National Honors Society. One of Fick’s
favorite accomplishments is “beating
Grant
Barksdale
in math for three
consecutive years.”
Fick is planning
on continuing her
track career and
CSU Long Beach
once she graduates.

features

aubrianna martinez |MAY 8, 2018| PAGE 15

Sydney Stitt; a jack of all trades
and
supportive”
Stitt stated “They’re
always there for
you they’re kind of
like your family in
a way.” she added.

Though she enjoys singing with
everyone,
her
most recent solo
was in February at
the spaghetti dinner
fundraiser.

Continuing
on
friendships;
one
friend of Stitt’s, Olivia Heinle who is a
freshman here, and
is also in choir, commented on Stitt saying, “Sydney is funny, smart--except at
opening her locker-amazingly talented, and accepting.

ukulele. Stitt even
has an account on
Instagram
showing her singing and
ukulele skills, you
can check her out
Stitt is not only at @toomanyukes.
musically inclined,
but she is very intelligent. She has been
in GATE and honor
roll for about every grade and still
is. “It gets stressful at times, but I
know it’ll benefit
me in the future”
Stitt
commented about GATE.

Choir is a welcoming and supportive place, “My
favorite thing about
choir is the friendships you make and
everyone’s just nice

Heinle
continued, “I’ve known
[Stitt] since elementary school and still
to this day is my best
friend. She is funny
and caring in the

Music has been
an escape for Stitt
when she’s going through rough
times, she has even
taught herself how
to play guitar and

KALI MCCAA
staff writer
Sydney Stitt is a
multitalented, kindhearted and dedicated person. Loved
by everyone around
her, this fourteen
year old freshman is involved in
many activities, in
and out of school.
Choir, GATE classes, and music, she
balances it all, while
being great at all of
them and is still
there to help out
people who need it.

that is very important to Stitt, she explained, “Choir is a
place where I feel
accepted and supported by everyone
around me, where
I can express myself freely and connect with everyone
through our voices.”

Stitt started choir
in seventh grade,
but she has been
singing “ever since I
could talk” she stated. Choir is seemingly
something

sense that if someone is having a hard
time she’s there.
She is just an amazing friend to have.”

For other ways to
blow off stress, Stitt
has thought about
joining other activities such as swim or
maybe even drama.

Virtual Business
class of 2020
RACE DALTON
entertainment
editor

The new virtual
business class of
2020 recently received their acceptances to the program. They were
seen a couple of
weeks ago walking around with
happy face balloons, and certainly
wearing a happy
face
themselves.
Virtual business
is a class where
you learn the basics
of what running a
business is like, and
is a unique opportunity for high school
students whom are
willing to make the
commitment. After
learning everything
that entails running
a business junior
year, you move
up senior year and
start brainstorming
for the new business of the year.
With many perks
to this program,
other perks might
have
influenced
other
applicants

differently as to
why they have decided to apply to
this program. Pacey Shaff, a fellow
sophomore accepted into the program, explains, “I
chose virtual business because many
of my past friends
that have gone
to Centennial enjoyed it… it helped
them to interact
with people and
gave them a better
mindset to what the
work field is like.”
Shaff goes on to
say that she is excited to learn how
to handle tough
situations
with
people you do not
necessarily
get
along with and deal
with it properly.
Kenna Dinsdale
is excited for the
community aspect
as well. She details,
“I cannot wait to
make new friends!
The virtual business
class seems like a
family… I am excited to travel with
everyone to trade
shows, and I am

also excited to work an application pro- have shown dediwith Mrs. Combs cess to make sure cation and comwhich
and Ms. Elliot.” they get the best mitment
might have helped
me stand out in
my application.”

gram!” The sooner
you are familiar
with and know
technology,
the
more likely you will
succeed in the class!

You need to
have
dedication
and time set aside
for this class, and
revealing
your
other
commitments
definitely
help! Chris Munoz pronounces,
“My technical duties and leadership
in the Interact Club
definitely
helped
me get into the pro-

Virtual business
is an exceptional
class, and it takes
extraordinary people to have been
accepted into the
virtual
business
class of 2020 in order for the class
to be a success.

Being in virtual
business
means
you get to travel
out of town to trade
shows where
you get to
display your
business
and compete
with
other
virtual business classes
around the
country.
If
you
make
it to nationals, you get
to go to New
York
City!
Virtual
business is
not for the
weak spirited, and has

class possible. Olivia Dennis states,
“I think because
I am in robotics, I
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Love Simon movie
review

MILLICENT ROBERTS
staff writer

Love, Simon is a
movie that was released recently that
follows the character of a teenage boy
named Simon Spier, and
his challenges
of coming out
as gay.
Based
on the
novel,
Simon Vs
the Homosapien
Agenda, this
movie
conveys
a great powerful message and
gives an accurate
portrayal of the
personal
struggles of sexuality.
Love, Simon
features Simon having a normal life except for the fact he
is a gay teenager.
When another gay
teenager, under the
alias of Blue, posts
on a blog about his
struggles,
Simon
writes an anonymous email to him,
sparking a romantic
interest with each
other.
However,
when another stu-

tray the message
she initially intended with her book.
“I wanted this story
to be a lesson and
this movie is very

dent finds Simon’s
emails, he blackmails him and tells
him he will leak
his emails, threatening
Simon’s
contact with Blue.
Many fans of
the book might be
disappointed with
the amount of differences between
the movie and the
book, but according to the author of
the book, the movie
is still able to por-

teen explained how
her mother used to
despise the fact that
she was bisexual,
but once the mother
saw the movie, she
apologized to her
daughter about her
previous
actions
and was proud
of her daughter.
Overall, critics have loved and
adored this movie, with the most
prominent
and
popular movie re-

powerful for parents especially. I
hope they see this
and know how
to properly react
when this occurs
with their child.”
This lesson for
parents is being
carried out as seen
by many personal
stories
exploding onto Twitter. Many teenagers made threads,
an abundance of
tweets tied together about the same
topic, on their parents watching the
movie and changing their minds on
the topic. One such

view website, RottenTomatoes,
giving it a 93 percent
approval
rating.
Reviewer Teo Van
Den Broeke calls
it the
most
import a n t
movie
of the
y e a r
a n d
states,
“That
a film
h a s
been
made
which finally confronts the process
of coming out…
is nothing short
of revolutionary.”
This movie is finally letting LGBT
teenagers
feel
they are free to express themselves
without any fear
for who they are.
This movie is the
first
mainstream
film to feature a
gay
protagonist,
and it is a very
humorous and an
emotionally evoking film. You hope
that Simon’s emails
will not be leaked
to the school, and

that he will be able
to find out who
Blue is, so they can
finally be together
without
ridicule.
Love, Simon
gives a humorous
drama on the gay
teen’s experience
and does so with
style, providing a
powerful message
to everyone who
sees this movie.

In the Heights
back on stage

AUBRIANNA MARTINEZ
staff writer

formances at the
Kennedy Center,
the show is set to
move onto Broadway once again. As
of now, the show
will run on Broadway until the sixth
of May this year.
Both creators of
the work have recently received the
rights to the In the
Heights movie that
was in the process
of being made. Unfortunately, the film
was being made by
the Weinstein Company, and after
all of the allegations about Harvey
Weinstein
were made, the
two creators of
the In the Heights
movie requested the rights of
their work back,
which they have
since
received.

Quiara Alegría
Hudes
authored
the book, and LinManuel Miranda
wrote the score of
the musical, In the
Heights. Less popular than Miranda’s
other musical in
which he wrote,
created music for,
and performed in,
In the Heights is no
less brilliant or interesting than Hamilton, and discusses
more modern problems that
one might
face living
as an immigrant apart
from one’s
culture in
the United
States. The
musical is
being
headlined
by popular sing-

ers from famous
musicals such as
Anthony
Ramos
who starred in the
original cast of
Hamilton and Vanessa Hudgens who
played in Grease:
Live
and
Gigi.
The musical ran
once again on the
stage for a week
during March 2018
at the Kennedy
Center, before the
schedule for it to

KALI MCCAA
staff writer

musical, you will
be able to enjoy
a delicious meal
in the meantime.
This takes place
at the Stars Theatre Restaurant at
1931 Chester Avenue, Bakersfield,
CA 93301. Tickets
range from $2570 depending on
age (10 years old
and under are not
permitted) and if
you’re going to
get dinner or not,
which is recommended of course.
Meals have a wide
range of variety.

ested in watching
the show, tickets
can be purchased
online at bmtstars.
com, or you can
call the box office at
325-6100. All shows
start at 7:30 or 2:00.
This
play
is directed by Joe
Lawry and the cast
is Zachary Gonzalez as Seymour, Erica Kimmel as Audrey, Nate Pugh as
Mr. Mushnik, Peter
De Keles as Orin
and Others, Kenneth Whitchard as
Audrey II (Voice),
Lizzy Lake as Chif-

Choices for dinner
include: Chicken
Cacciatore, Charbroiled
Salmon,
Smoked
Swiss
Ravioli w/ Sundried
Tomatoes,
and Cobb Salad.
If you are inter-

fon, Aubrie Calloway as Crystal,
Lisa Ramos as Ronnette, Cory McCall
as Audrey II (Puppeteer). Make sure
you do not miss
this great show!

run was extended. After the per-

Little Shop of
Horrors in town

Little Shop of Horrors is a spectacular musical written by the creative
geniuses Howard
Ashman and Alan
Menken,
whom
have
composed
songs for Beauty
and the Beast, and
The Little Mermaid. Little Shop of
Horrors has a little
bit of everything for
everyone: romance,
comedy,
horror,
a singing plant,
an insane dentist,
singing
and more!
Well, this
m o v i e
musical
is
coming to life
in Bakersfield from April
13th to May 5th.
U n l e s s
you’re under 10
years old, this is a
great event to go
to for all ages. Not
only do you get
to enjoy the play/

horoscopes
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With the end of the year just around theWWW corner, there are going to be many people graduating from Centennial High School, and embarking on their life journeys. Keeping this in mind, many of these people might be confused and asking themselves, “Oh no! I have no idea what to
do now! What should I do?!? AHHHHHH!!” Well don’t you fret! Here is what careers you should/shouldn’t pursue based on your horoscope sign!
Aries(March 21-April 19): Due to your creativity and enthusiasm, it is a
good idea to pursue careers that showcase you and your talents! You hate
being in the background and you NEED people to know that it is all you!
That is why you should try pursuing career options such as entrepreneur,
sales, or an entertainer on television. You are up and center and your high
energy will help you succeed in these career options! It is best to avoid
those boring office jobs or else you will go crazy because you are so bored!
Taurus(April 20-May 20): You are determined, hard-working, and stubborn, and you do not really care about what tasks you need to accomplish.
However, because of your traits, you should try being an engineer, computer programmer, or a technician. If you’re a smart Taurus this is the best for
you because you will be making a lot that good dough! If you are not a smart
Taurus… Good luck! It is probably best that you do not accept jobs that include making financial decisions because you will probably screw it all up!
Gemini(May 21-June 20): You are quick-witted and adaptable!
Your indecisiveness means you will get bored easily and not want to
work on the same project for a long period of time. This makes you
a perfect match for marketing, an American spy, advertising, or becoming a journalist! These career options allow you to have an array of projects and will keep you on your toes which will excite you as
much as a kid that eats ice cream!:) Just do not do any job that requires you to pay attention to details for a long time and you are good!

Cancer(June 21-July 22): You are caring, creative, and love that
special one-on-one interaction with people! Your traits point that being a psychologist, teacher, or a therapist will help you be at your
happiest 24/7. These give you the ability to have those emo personal conversations you low key desire all the time! Do not do a job
where you cannot be creative. If you are not in a job that allows you
to show off your creativity, you will be a grumpy moody crab that no
one wants to hang out with, therefore you will lose all your friends.
Leo(July 23-August 22): You are confident, ambitious, and domineering! You have to be the center of attention and show off your
amazing persona! You should choose a job that allows you to be in the
spotlight such as into politics, entertainment, or becoming an entrepreneur. All of these options allow you to do exciting ventures without letting somebody else be center stage which will make you happy. Just
do not do a job that forces you into the background, or there will be an
endless cycle of vengeance towards the person that has the attention.
Virgo(August 23-September 22): You are hard-working, detail-oriented, and analytical. You like to work with people similar to you and you just
need a job that makes you feel at home and happy. This is why you should
be an editor, accountant, or a florist. This allows you to finally be able to put
your keen eye to use and other people will also enjoy it because you won’t
try to point out their flaws! Hopefully you are not in a job that requires you to
deal with a variety of people, or you will not be able to function with them!

Libra(September 23-October 22): You are diplomatic, artistic, and
intelligent. You are exceptional when it comes down to working under
pressure and stress, and this is why you should do a job with a partner
who will freak out just about anything. The jobs that you should be looking for are architect, lawyer, or a counselor. Being an architect allows you
to employ your artistic skills to use and doing it for a living is even better!
Being a lawyer or a counselor will help you calm down clients who are
scared about everything! Do not accept a job that will make you feel you
are not independent, however, or you will internally scream for eternity!
Scorpio(October 23-November 21): You are dynamic, strongwilled, and resourceful. You need to be in a job that concerns an interest you are very passionate about. There is a great variety for this
because it depends on your interests. If you are obsessed with the hippity hoppity hospital soap opera, Grey’s Anatomy, then obviously you
should try to become a doctor! If you are that one person who spots
a zit and just need to pop it right then and there, then you should be
a dermatologist! The sky’s the limit for you Scorpio folk! Just do not
go for a job that you have 0 interest in because you will not be happy.
Sagittarius(November 22-December 21): You are philosophical (at
times), optimistic, and straightforward. You should be in a job that allows
you to feel free and independent. This is why you should be a pilot, flight
attendant, or a police officer. These aviary jobs allow you to explore the
world from above and you get to meet all kinds of interesting or wacky
people that you love seeing in life! As a police officer, you get to make
your own rules and you get to chase down criminals and murderers. How
enthralling! Just avoid any office work and you will be doing great in life.

Capricorn(December 22-January 19): You are ambitious, resourceful, and patient. You do not care about what job you will have in the
future. You are willing to do your best in any task no matter what!
The best job options for you, however, are doctor, trainer, or business manager. Your resourcefulness and patience will help you exceed fast in the medical field and you will be the best trainers for up
and coming athletes! You will feel like you have accomplished much
when you are a business manager which will feed into your ambitions!
Avoid jobs that do not offer any promotions or allow you to advance.
Aquarius(January 20-February 18): You are analytical, clever, and
inventive. You get along with everyone due to your laid back tolerant
behavior, and know how to voice an opinion without getting hated for
it! This is why you should go for becoming a veterinarian, scientist, or
engineer. When you are a scientist or an engineer, you will be able to
freely voice your hypothesis on the scientific situation without others
laughing at your face! Your thorough analysis will help you in the veterinary field and you will become the top veterinarian in no time! Do not go
for a job that will not allow independent thought or differing opinions, or
you will suffer from boredom because there is not a diversity of intellect.
Pisces(February 19-March 20): You are compassionate, flexible,
and intuitive. You should follow your imagination and do a career that
will literally allow you to follow your dreams! You should be a manager
of charitable organizations, an artist, dog walker, pretty much anything!
You love helping the community and enjoy the sob stories that being a
manager of charity would help you receive! You love dogs and walking
around helps you get a good workout, so that speaks for itself! Just do not
pursue a career that will be physically or psychologically taxing on you.
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election - opinion

Justin Fleeman for Sheriff
Kern County,
we got a problem. There are
two candidates
on the ballot for
sheriff, and one
of the candidates
is Donny Youngblood.
Youngblood is running
for a fourth term
as Sheriff, if he
wins this upcoming election on
June 5th. Youngblood is running
against Justin Fleeman.
Unlike
Youngblood, Fleeman is a man
of honor, morals,
reason and the
man for the job.
Youngblood
has allowed officers have sexual relations on
duty, and has
overturned their
recommendation
of termination.
Youngblood said
in a recent interview with news
station
KGET,
“...everybody
deserves a second chance and
just because you
make a mistake

once in your
career, shouldn’t
end your career”.
I’d love to disagree Mr. Youngblood. Allow me
to analize this,
so you are not
denying that officers have had
sexual relations
with others while
on the job? Moreover, you truly
believe that they
deserve a second
chance?
How
disturbing and
and
unethical.
As sheriff, why
aren’t you more
concerned that
public safety officers lacking morals and ethics, do
they take after
you considering
you have been accused of the same
allegations? President of the Kern
County Detentions Office Association claims
that,”For the past
nine years we
have been dealing with failed
leadership from
Sheriff
Donny

Y o u n g b l o o d … ” .
Fleeman is an
active member
in the community, supported
by many, and
has proven to be
a man of honor. He is highly
motivated to be
the great change
in law enforcement in Kern
County. “Your
Sheriff’s
office
will arrest and
book criminals
to detour crime
in Kern County,
your Sheriff’s Office will open the
Ridgecrest Jail,
your
Sheriff’s
Office will work
with all member
of the community
to make sure our
county propers”,
said
Fleeman
in an interview
with Turnto 23.
Your
time’s
up Youngblood,
you’ve
done
enough damage.
There’s a new
sheriff in town,
and its Fleeman.
The Kern County

Fire Firefighters
Union are supporting Fleeman,
the Kern County
Probation Officers Association,
the Service Employees International Union, the
California State
Lodge, and the
Kern Law Enforcement Association are all supporting Fleeman.
If
you
are
18 years old, I
strongly encourage you to register to vote and allow your voice to
be heard. It took
me about no more
than 5 minutes
to register, but
that’s the easiest
part. You must
inform yourself
on each candidate and really
think about who
will best represent Kern County. Like Fleeman
says,
“People
not
Politics”.
LORENA FELIX
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Who does Centennial think should be
sheriff?
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Boys’ tennis: work-in-progress
JACOB PETERS

sports editor

The
2017-2018
boys tennis regular season is ending
while the league
tournament is just
getting started. This
year’s team is led by
Coach Craig Morley, and Jaret Fidler
at the #1 spot along
with Martin Navarro and Trey Kelly
at the #2 and #3
spots on the team.
The boy’s tennis
team played their
heart out this season
with some of them
advancing to the
league and hopefully getting to the
area tournaments.
Coach Morley reflected on the
season saying “In
league we were 3-7,
so it was a tough
year in league but
in non-league we
were 8-0, so we

did very well with
schools that are
more equal to us.”
One of those
wins was against
one of our top competitors in Garces High School.
Martin Navarro believes that
there is room for
improvement
in
their play stating,
“We’re doing okay,
not that bad, but
we could do better,
it is only halfway
through the season
though so we could
still
improve.”
Navarro
and Fidler are due
to play together in
doubles in the upcoming league tournament along with
Trey Kelly playing
singles. This tournament could hopefully send them to
the area tournament
to bring back some
wins to Centennial.

Coach Morley is also looking
for some fresh faces
to be a part of the
tennis tradition here
stating, “I would
love for any freshman who may not
be playing a sport in
the spring to come
out and try out.”
This season is one
that will for sure be
reflected on next
year as the boys
hope to improve
their play and overall
performance.

staff writer

“We have a very
talented
baseball
team this year,”
said varsity coach
Dan Durham. This
is the mentality of
most if not all players on this team.
A captain
on the team,
Conagher
Sands knows
how
the
team works,
“It’s a young
team, their
first year on
varsity so I’m
just trying to
groom them,
to show them
how it’s like
on the varsity level.”
They all feel
they are a
very
good
team and can make
a good run for the
playoffs. “We are
a very good team,
we can definitely
hit, we just need
to put the runs together,” said a captain David Alamillo.
Baseball has been
a lifetime game for
some of these guys,
“I’ve basically grew
up swinging.” said

May

4

VARSITY BOYS
BASEBALL
vs Frontier

CLOCKWISE
FROM
TOP: 1st
seed, senior Jaret
Fidler;
3rd seed,
senior
Trey
Kelly; 2nd
seed,
senior
Martin
Navarro

Boys’ baseball having a great season
TAYLOR JONES

playing
today

Sands. This isn’t
Durham’s first year
out on the diamond,
he has been out there
coaching since 1996.
This is of course is
before most students
attending
now were born.
Durham also has 25

and 1,975 nationally for high school
baseball
players.
Conagher Sands, a
4-year commitment
to Cal Poly, also
has a very good
looking baseball
record.
Sands
was a preseason

years’
experience
under his belt outside of being a coach
for
Centennial.
Some seniors this
year are looking into
the future of playing
baseball at the collegiate level. Senior,
David Alamillo is
still working on getting into a college
and to play baseball.
Alamillo is ranked
206 in California

All-American, Underclass Preseason
all-American, has
a top 500 national
rank and 2 time alltournament team.
There are a lot
of talented players
on this team and
that is what makes
them so good, if
they can put their
talent together they
can make a good
run to win it all.

VARSITY GIRLS
SOFTBALL
@Frontier
GOLF

CIF Championship

SWIM LEAGUE
@ BC

Swim team making waves
PAYTON CLOSE

staff wrirter

The swim season
this year is starting
off at good place
and is doing quite
well when it comes
to their meets. They
are continuing to
go farther with
each passing day.
The swim team
just recently got a
win at their meet
against Stockdale.
With the girls winning by 18 and the
guys winning by 10.
When
athletes
are asked what
keeps them moving
forward and pushing to complete
a goal some say
themselves others
say coaches or
parents. Almost
everyone has
at least someone else in their
corner making
sure that they
stay on track
and keep pushing forward to
their goals. For
Kimberly Jensen she has her
sister as a motivator. Jensen
said, “My sister
is my motivation
because

she is an amazing
swimmer and she
successfully
juggles life. I can only
hope to be like her.”
With all sports
teams it is good
to have a good
structured coaching staff that are
supportive in all
aspects. One person who expressed
how the coaches
are supportive is
Emily
Morrison.
She said that, “Recently, I was put
into an event I never thought about
doing but because
they believed in me
and told me that
they would not put
me in it unless they

thought I could do
it, I could do it.”
Each meet that
passes the team
looks forward to a
new goal. Both Jensen and Morrison
said that the team
is looking forward
to league both at
the JV and varsity
levels.
Morrison
also said that, “The
coaches are proud
and happy at how
many people are
cutting
times.”
Many swimmers will be competing to hopefully
make it to the valley tournament as
this exciting season continues on.

spotlight
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Sasha Petruzov

HIRSA SARAFIAN
staff writer

From
acrylics
to makeup, Sasha
Petruzov,
senior,
is an artist no matter the medium.
“I’ve been interested in art for as
long as I can remember. I think I just
had fun smashing
the markers on the
paper in kindergarten,” Petruzov said.
While that may
have been the catalyst in her passion
for art, it is clear
that her work has
grown to be so
much more technical and thoughtprovoking since her
kindergarten years.
B e y o n d
smashing markers
on paper, Petruzov
credits her growth
as an artist to exploring new subjects to make them
her own. She is particularly drawn to
portraits, and not
just those of people.
Inspired by another
passion of hers as
an
accomplished
equestrian, Petruzov has improved
her attention to
detail by sketching and painting
the faces of horses.
Petruzov
explained, “By improving on the
technical side of
faces,
I’ve
improved on proportion and detail.”
She
attributes
much
of
her improvement
to her art teacher of four years.
“The main
thing
that
has
shaped me into an
artist is the help of
my art teacher, Mr.
Stanton. I had tal-

ent before his class,
but with his help
I have improved
greatly within four
years,”
Petruzov
expressed, adding,
“His teachings have
helped me greatly
with my art...the
more I have improved, the stricter
he gets into detail.”
It is obvious
that the respect she
has for her teacher is reciprocated
by Mr. Stanton,
who said, “She’s
always brought a
higher level of studentship to class.
Regardless of her
natural talents, Sasha has always exemplified HAWKS
characteristics.
She’s always been
willing to grow.”
Perhaps this
growth is best illustrated through her
success in the annual Women’s Club
of Bakersfield district-wide art contest, where she won
the grand
prize
for
“Graduating
Senior.”
She
commented on her
experience at the
contest,“The
experience was unimaginable.
The
thought that my talents were actually
good enough to win
something like an
art show, where so
many other talented people entered
their art, was just an
amazing feeling.”
Petruzov entered a piece depicting the portrait of
a woman labeled
“acrylic on board,”
which she left otherwise untitled be-

cause she wanted
people to figure
out what the piece
was about just by
the woman’s ex-

pression and culture. She wanted
to paint beauty in
a form different
from what is typical in our society,

hoping to highlight
the beauty in other
cultures, along with
their certain traits
and their fashion.
She
said,
“The expression on
her face was meant
for her to say,
‘I’m here as well,”
and, ‘I am a strong
woman along with
my beauty.’ This
wasn’t aimed to

Follow Sasha on Instagram !
@sasha.petruzov

be a political piece
or the direct message of equality. It
was a more subtle
message when you

look at her expression and her face
in general; and
then after, interpret
the piece as you
will and develop

your
and

own ideas
opinions.”
Petruzov
is just as calculated
with
her
other
portraits.
As Mr. Stanton noted, “Sasha’s
portraits, as technical as they are,
express a spark
of soul. Her subjects are most often
faces, whether of
horses or people, so

I think painting for
her is a very personable process.”
Petruzov’s
spark of soul transcends into the
makeup world as
well, as she has
been
pursuing
makeup for the
past year and a half.
“What got me
into makeup was
Youtube and the
makeup influencer
Jeffree Star. Once I
realized there are
so many colors and
techniques that I
can do and make
with makeup, I was
introduced to a new
form of art that I
ended up falling in
love with,” she said.
Her growth as
a makeup artist
can be witnessed
on her makeup account on Instagram
(@sasha.petruzov).
Although her account has only
been up and running since early
February of this
year, her improvement is evident.
As she said in
one post in which
she compared two
of her cut-crease
eyeshadow looks
done weeks apart,
“It’s amazing how
just in a few weeks
of practice that I
could improve so
much in my skills.
I’m so excited [because] I still have
so much to learn.”
Petruzov wishes
to continue pursuing makeup. Her
dream is to create
her own makeup
brand and become
successful in the
makeup industry
by gaining sup-

port through social media, but
she finds herself
at a crossroads.
She
explained,
“The problem with
[my dream] is there
is no college in that
career. The only
education is cosmetology but that is
more skin, hair, and
nails. Because of
that, I decided to go
into the education
of animal science.”
She noted that,
for a long time, her
dream was to be a
large animal vet,
explaining, “Even
though these two
careers seem to be
on the opposite side
of the spectrum,
their education is
mostly the same,
dealing with chemistry, and business.”
She hopes to attend
Bakersfield
College, then Cal
Poly, followed by
Western
University, although she
only plans on attending Western if
she hasn’t already
struck it big in the
makeup industry.
But as Mr. Stanton said, “Sasha’s
a great, down-toearth person.
If
she keeps practicing her skills, that
spark will take off.
Her paintings now
are as good as any
of my past students
who’ve gone pro,”
and being that her
passion for art is
epitomized in her
passion for makeup,
it is highly unlikely
her cosmetics won’t
soon be taking over
the makeup game.

