REGIONAL NEWSLETTER
Volume 10: Issue 3			

A MESSAGE FROM THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Dear Parents,
November is traditionally the month in
the Catholic Church when we pray for
deceased family members, loved ones,
and friends. As we celebrate Mass and
pray, we will remember your loved ones
who have gone onto heaven. Please
join our students for All Saints Mass at
St Ann’s, St. Teresa and St. Gregory’s
Church.
One of the hallmarks of a Catholic
Education is the opportunity we
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Ms. Kate Brandley, kbrandley@sjp2ca.org

provide for our students to serve
others. Our faith teaches us that we
are called to love others above all else.
Our students are planning many service
activities during the week of November
4th. The dioceses of New England are
celebrating Discover Catholic Schools
beginning November 4th. All campuses
will be hosting open houses for new
families on Sunday, November 4th.
They will also be having many activities
around service. Please look for the
schedule of events in your principal’s
newsletter for details. Please continue
to share our Open House dates with
your social media accounts and talk it
up! We have some room and would
love to fill our empty seats!!

Your campus principal will be sharing
MAP data at parent conferences. The
Catholic Schools Office will be hosting
a parent information night about MAP
testing and interpretation of scores
on Tuesday, November 5th at 6 p.m.
in the media center at the Lower Mills
campus.

Our students are flourishing
academically. This past September, our
students in K2 to grade 8 participated
in our first round of MAP testing. I
am happy to report that over 65%
of our students scored above the
mean in Reading and over 73% in
Language! Over 42% of our students
scored above the mean in Math.
Our teachers are reviewing the data
to meet the needs of each student.

Also 100% of our students who go
on to Catholic high schools go to
college! Our high acceptance rate
to the exam schools also speaks to
our strong academics and teachers!
Tell your friends and neighbors! We
have openings in grades K2-8. Please
contact your campus because there are
waitlists in some grades. Remember, if
you refer a family and they attend, you
will receive $100 credit to your tuition.

Our early childhood program continues
to put children ahead of their peers in
other schools. For the second year in
a row, over 90% of our students in
K1 were ready for K2 and students
in K2 were ready for grade 1. Our
students are entering our elementary
program ahead of those who were not
in our early childhood program!

Continued on page 2
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Pictured, from left, a Lower Mills 7th grade student shows another student
a DNA testing experiment. A Columbia student creates play dough and a
Neponset student does a dissection.

THIRD ANNUAL STATEWIDE STEM WEEK ACROSS SJPIICA CAMPUSES
In an effort to boost students’ interest and raise awareness of
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) education,
the Baker-Polito Administration declared a statewide STEM
Week from October 22-26. Educators at all grade levels were
asked to participate by planning lessons, events, and activities
focused on science, technology, engineering, and math
throughout the week.
In Ms. Roell’s seventh grade class at Lower Mills, they
showcased a week of STEM activities by inviting families
and fellow students to see their work which highlighted their
learned surgical techniques. Guests viewed biopsies, sheep’s
brains and heart dissections, and so much more.
At the Columbia Campus, Ms. Richard led seventh grade
classes to recreate the effects of an earthquake. Sixth grade

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION!
Please remember to fill out the
Free and Reduced Lunch form and
the Title I/ERATE form and return
them to your campus office. These
forms are used to determine the
amount of funding the Academy
receives through certain grants
and programs. Thank you for
helping the Academy and
returning your forms!
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worked on their space crafts for their Lunar Colony. Eighth
Grade continued working on their surgical technicians program
which included harvesting DNA, and working on dissections.
Middle School students were participating in STEM week at
our Neponset Campus in Mr. Posklensky’s classes. Sixth grade
students designed a Lunar Colony, seventh grade coded video
games using Scratch, and eighth grade performed several
dissections in their unit on surgical techniques.
Elementary students also participated in STEM Week activities
across the campuses. Activities included designing bridges to
hold their pumpkins, creating toothpick homes for their ghosts,
and working with Lego task cards to create different animals,
food, shapes, etc.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
For a third year, we are working with I2 learning in Boston. Our middle school
students participated in STEM week. Columbia middle school students participated
in a month of STEM! Our Science MAP scores were excellent. 75% of our middle
school students scored above the National Mean in Science. This is our first year
taking the test! Kudos to our teachers and students!
SJPIICA is a great place to learn because our students are known and loved.
Thank you for your continued support! During this time of Thanksgiving, I send my
heartfelt thanks to you for choosing SJPIICA for your child’s education. I wish you
all a Thanksgiving filled with family, friends, and God’s continued blessings and
abundance.
Kate Brandley
Regional Director

Be sure to check www.sjp2ca.org and your campus
homepages for all the important information and
upcoming events at your campus!
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DEVELOPING BOOK LOVERS
Fourth grade students at Lower Mills have
been learning about different genres and
finding books that interest them. They had
a book tasting and their first book auction
last month.
During the book tasting 4A previewed
books from different genres such as
biography, fantasy, historical fiction, and
mystery. The class was ecstatic when they
finally got to pick an independent reading
book. During their first book auction,
Mrs. Hockey put out new books she had
purchased and students got to enter their
names to be the first one to get to read
one of the new books. Our students are
becoming voracious readers!
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DATES TO REMEMBER!

YOUNG AUTHORS

The fourth and fifth grade students at
the Columbia Campus have been flexing
their writing muscles with their personal
narratives of favorite childhood memories:
the first time riding a hover board, the first
time I saw my mom when I was a baby, my
9th birthday party, a trip to Israel, getting a
betta fish, my first cat, and the list goes on!

There will be no school on

Monday, November 12th

in observance of Veteran’s Day.
The will be early dismissal on

Wednesday, November 21st
and no school

Thursday, November 22nd
and

Friday, November 23rd

No matter what the memory, students were
writing in first person point of view, using
the four kinds of sentences which were
reviewed in grammar, and showing their
knowledge of the mechanics of writing with
their best capitalization and punctuation
skills. Our students have wonderful
memories, and this year we will be making
many more!

for Thanksgiving.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS MISSION EDUCATION DAY CONGRATS SUPT. BASTON

On October 4th, Deacon John
led students at the Neponset
Campus in prayer and blessed
our animals in celebration of
the Feast of Saint Francis
of Assisi. While we couldn’t
bring our pets to school, our
scholars brought photos of their pets as
well as their treasured stuffed animals to be
blessed.

Earlier in October, students from each
of our campuses visited the Archdiocese
for the annual Mission Education Day
for Catholic school students. The day is
presented by one of the Pontifical Mission
Societies — The Missionary Childhood
Association. Pictured above, Columbia
Campus students pose for a photo with
Ms. Strumm.

The students and staff at the
Lower Mills Campus were excited
to congratulate Boston Police
Department Superintendent
Nora Baston on her recent promotion
to head the Bureau of Community
Engagement in a surprise ceremony at
the campus October 1st.

The Academy represents St. Ambrose,
St. Angela, St. Gregory, St. Ann,
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta, St. Mark,
St. Peter, St. Matthew and Holy Family parishes.
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FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT
FINE ARTS UPDATES

The Fine Arts Extended Day program is a smashing success this
year! Students are enjoying all the wonderful classes offered and are
excited to enhance their learning experience.
On Wednesday, December 19th, 90 fourth grade students will
continue the Academy tradition of attending the renowned Jose
Mateo Ballet Company’s Nutcracker at the Strand Theatre.
We are pleased to announce that our violin students have been
invited to perform at the Boston City Singers Winter Stars Concert
on Sunday, December 16th, at St Ann’s Church in Dorchester at
3 p.m. Suggested free will donation per family is $10. Come and
enjoy the sounds of the season!

STRINGS ENSEMBLE

As a reminder, all are welcome to Strings Ensemble! The
program, which is free of charge, takes place every Monday from
6:30 – 8 p.m. at the Lower Mills Campus. Come out and take part in
this free and exciting program!

OCTOBER ARTISTS OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to our October Artists of the Month:
COLUMBIA: Nathan Dang, Grade 7 & Delialah Mendoza, Grade 7

LOWER MILLS: Laila Patterson, Grade 2 & Brycen Thompson, Grade 8

UPCOMING
CHRISTMAS CONCERTS
Tuesday, December 4th - 9 a.m.
COLUMBIA CHRISTMAS SHOW
Tuesday, December 11th - 9 a.m.
LOWER MILLS CHRISTMAS SHOW (2.9 – K2)
Tuesday, December 11th - 6:30 p.m.
LOWER MILLS CHRISTMAS SHOW (Grades 1 - 8)
Wednesday, December 12th - 9 a.m.
NEPONSET CHRISTMAS SHOW (2.9 – Grade 1)
Thursday, December 13th - 7 p.m.
NEPONSET CHRISTMAS SHOW (Grades 2 – 8)

Check out our Fine Arts page at
www.sjp2ca.org and click on
Academics to view the artwork!

NEPONSET: Nizarrio Fleurimond, K2 & Kayla Nguyen, Grade 3

A MESSAGE FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE
TUITION PAYMENTS:

At this time 50% of your total tuition is due. If you are
behind in tuition payments, you must contact the Regional
Business Office located at 2200 Dorchester Avenue
immediately.
Please note, tuition payments began in July. If you have
missed any payments, you must make those payments
online or by calling FACTS Management at 800-6247092. Your child’s continued enrollment in the Academy is
dependent upon prompt tuition payments. Please refer to
the tuition policy on our website at www.sjp2ca.org or in
the Student/Parent handbook.

VOUCHERS:

If your voucher is updated or renewed by your ABCD
facility, please make sure that you fax, bring or email a copy
of it to the Business Office.
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All voucher families are eligible to participate in all activities
in the Extended Day Program at no additional cost beyond
the voucher co-payment, provided that the voucher is
current and there is class availability in the specific program.
The only additional cost could be the cost of an instrument
in the Fine Arts Program.
If you would like to make an appointment with the
Business Office, please call or email tuition@sjp2ca.org
to make your appointments.

CONTACT US:
Financial aid: 617.265.0019 x 7005 tuition@sjp2ca.org
Tuition Payments: 617.265.0019 x 7004, 7005 or
tuition@sjp2ca.org or ralcindor@sjp2ca.org
Vouchers: tuition@sjp2ca.org

TO SUBMIT STORIES FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER, CONTACT YOUR CAMPUS OFFICE!

