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By Ben Nikitin
Few know how much the unassuming CSF co-president,
Manaal Siddiqui, has contributed to our community. Even Manaal
herself struggles to list all of her accomplishments and activities,
periodically interrupting herself as another comes to mind.
Manaal’s life revolves around service—that’s a
known fact—but few know why she does it. Most would
immediately jump to college as the primary impetus: Is
there any high school activity that isn’t done for college
these days? Though she may keep college in the back of
her mind, her true motivation is incredibly compelling.
Introduced to community service through the
National Junior Honor Society in the seventh grade, Manaal
found a true passion for it with the ﬁrst major project she joined—
teensReach. Tasked with the daunting job of helping redesign
the teen center at the King Library, Manaal—with the rest of her
group—set out to create a “safe, sustainable environment for
kids.” Beside diligently working with her peers to achieve this
goal, Manaal brought in her own far-reaching ideas;
determined, she proposed adding a makerspace to
the center, one which would include 3D printers,
soldering irons, laser cutters, sewing machines,
and other machinery. With lengthy discussions
and tedious budget-bending, the King Library
staﬀ ﬁnally agreed to include Manaal’s proposed
makerspace.
With the opening of the King Library
came the drive for Manaal to continue her ceaseless
contributions to the community. Recalls Manaal,
“Seeing those hundreds of people ﬁling into the teen
center” was one of the most gratifying, unforgettable
experiences she’d ever had.
Impassioned and ﬁred up after teensReach,
Manaal crusaded on with her service, this time focusing
on an issue extremely pertinent to this area: mental health.

By Erin Campbell
● Three of the most hated candies of 2017 were
Tootsie Rolls, Smarties, and candy corn.
● The three most loved candies were Reese’s
Peanut Butter Cups, Twix, and Kit Kats.
● The Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF program was
established in 1950.
● California, Illinois, Michigan, New York,
Ohio, and Pennsylvania produce the majority
of Halloween pumpkins, 1.31 billion pounds
annually.
● Placing behind Christmas, Halloween is the
second-largest consumer holiday in the U.S.
● Silly String has been banned from Hollywood
on Halloween; violators face a ﬁne of up to
$1,000.
● People used to carve turnips, beets, and
potatoes instead of pumpkins!
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“Having friends with mental health issues, seeing all these problems ﬁrsthand,”
pushed her to act on this problem, helping her friends and her entire community.
She began with the Campbell Youth Commission, where she was elected as Chair
of the Mental Health Subcommittee. Working with the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI), Manaal and her subcommittee members introduced
the organization to CUHSD and committed to working with NAMI on several
projects. As she searched for even more ways to address mental illness,
she conceived the idea of creating an application. Called Metanoia, the
app will include activities to destress and provide resources to connect
with help.
On top of her pursuits for the betterment of mental health in our
community, Manaal also loves to utilize her other talents to instigate
progress. Joining Space Cookies, an all-girl robotics team, in middle
school, Manaal quickly learned a myriad of useful technical skills.
Inspired by the fact that so many girls participated in a robotics program—
which is usually made up of only males—Manaal composed
a short story, printed as a book, to inspire other girls to
follow in her tracks. Beyond story-writing, the artistic
Manaal has also used painting and
drawing to bring recognition to various
issues in our community. In one of
her later pieces, for example, Manaal
highlights the eﬀects of Islamophobia
on a Muslim-American girl.
Committed
and
talented,
Manaal takes her past and current work
for her community very seriously.
Despite the roughly 40 hours of
community service which she
completes every semester, Manaal
insists that it’s all worth it: “You
see it ﬁrsthand, and you interact
with the eﬀects of what you have
done.”
Photo by Ben Nikitin.

By Makenna Adams
1847: Charlotte Brönte’s Jane Eyre is published.
1923: The Walt Disney Company is founded by Walt and Roy
Disney.
1925: Angela Lansbury, voice of Mrs. Potts in Beauty and the Beast,
is born.
1939: George Kaufman and Moss Hart’s The Man Who Came to
Dinner opens.
1953: Fidel Castro is sentenced to 15 years in prison.
2004: Lionel Messi makes his league debut for Barcelona against
Espanyol.
By Julian Benesch
October 19: Renaissance - Fall Fest
October 22: Girls Tennis in the BVAL Team
Tournament
October 22: UC Santa Barbara visit
October 29: Cross Country in BVALs
October 31: CSU Application Workshop for
Seniors - Library
October 31: Girls Tennis BVALs
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By Andy Evans
What's tough? Nails…leather…the sun…understanding volumes of rotation in
AP Calculus. However, nothing is tougher than Westmont’s Daniela Sechen.
This senior stalwart captains the Warrior ﬁeld hockey squad; nothing
gets buy her on defense. Plus, she dominates despite playing
with a fractured kneecap.
Recently, Chuck Norris heard about Daniela and
her exploits; he became terribly frightened and curled up
into a ball.
AP classes are tough, but they crumble
in fear once Daniela signs up for the course.
Daniela has taken not one, or two, or three
AP classes: she has 13 on her resume.
Her lowest grade—an A!
Many struggle with deadlines,
but not Daniela, Editor of The Shield.
She’s faced 189 deadlines in three
years in Journalism and never come
up short.
Daniela amazes me every
day. Without her, we would surely
be living in tough times.
What is your biggest weakness?
My complete lack of self-conﬁdence
and my fear of failure, which prevent
me from taking opportunities in which I
would otherwise be interested.
Westmont is…
Full of fantastic teachers and students, but also
a great source of stress.
How could you improve our nation?
I would establish gender equality, eradicate the College
Board monopoly, and stop making stupid people famous.
What makes a good teacher?
A good teacher is encouraging, passionate about what she or he teaches,
and genuinely interested in helping a student succeed.
What three words describe you?
Independent, self-critical, and sarcastic.
The most important things in your life are…
My family and friends.

What angers you?
Sexism, ignorance, incompetence, and losing a game of Kahoot.
What qualities do you look for in a friend?
Trustworthiness, sincerity, dependability, and a good sense of humor.
What will you be doing in 2029?
Living in Japan with my corgi named Waﬄes.
What historical ﬁgure do you respect most?
Marie Curie because she deﬁed the 1800s housewife ideal
and became a Nobel Prize-winning scientist despite the
many gender-related obstacles she had to face along
the way.
What is your favorite childhood memory?
Beating all of the boys in the Little League
Home Run Derby.
What motivates you?
Spite, and the immense amount of
pressure I put on myself to be perfect.
What is your favorite movie?
The Harry Potter series and Legally
Blonde.
What is your favorite place?
Disneyland—after all, it is the happiest
place on Earth.
What is your favorite activity?
Rating teriyaki chicken. Unless it’s
disappointing.
What is your favorite concert you’ve been
to?
Taylor Swift’s (who else???) 1989 World Tour.
If you could be any animal for a day, what animal
would you be?
A manatee perfectly embodies my true self.
What is your favorite amusement park ride?
Buzz Lightyear Astro Blasters at Disneyland. Astro Blasting is literally
my only talent.
What is your dream car?
An entire rainbow of VW Bugs, one color for every day of the week.
What is the diﬀerence between your and you’re?
“Your” is used for possession, and “you’re” is a contraction for you are!
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The Shield is an independent publication
of the Journalism class at Westmont High School.
Editorials reﬂect the opinion of the writer and do
not necessarily reﬂect the views of Westmont High
School, its Board of Trustees, faculty, administration,
or students. The Shield welcomes all opinions,
editorials, poems, artwork, complaints, pictures,
advertisements, and letters to the editor. Submit all
material to Room 58. We appreciate articles from
students, faculty, parents and subscribers. The Shield,
Westmont High School, and CUHSD do not endorse
any advertisements that run in the newspaper.

The Journalism Department oﬀers subscriptions to
our dynamic newspaper, The Shield. This yearly
subscription funds the production of our student based
newspaper, and, in return, serves as a tax write-oﬀ for
you! Your support is greatly appreciated.





$20–Subscription—2018-19 school year.
9 Issues.
Checks payable to Westmont High School.
Deliver to: Andy Evans, 4805 Westmont
Avenue, Campbell CA 95008.
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By Jessica Swalve
Located in Williamstown, Massachusetts, Williams College is the number one liberal arts school in the nation with an acceptance rate of 18% (ranked by U.S.
News College). I recently trekked across the country to visit Williams College and was impressed with the beautiful architecture. The campus boasts both modern and
old brick and stone buildings. In awe, I learned that the main library’s facade is of a preexisting building, and construction workers had knocked out the back wall,
building a modern library in its stead. Almost doubling Westmont’s student body, Williams houses a little over 2,000 students and boasts a student faculty ratio of 7:1,
one of the most appealing aspects of the college. I attended a few classes; one had roughly 30 students; the other, just under 90—the biggest class size on campus.
At Williams, students connect with their teachers on a personal level, an advantage only found at a small school, and create personal ties and connections with many
classmates.
Academically, the school is home to only undergraduate students, which gives them the opportunity to conduct research. At most other colleges, research
is often left to graduate students, but at Williams, undergraduate students ﬁnd more academic and advantageous opportunities to excel. On that note, 265 students
remained on campus last summer to conduct their own academic research using the school’s resources.
Athletically, Williams College is a D3 school and continually dominates its conference, NESCAC. They have three athletic training centers with equipment
ranging from treadmills to hot tubs and (my personal favorite) ice pools, as well as both indoor and outdoor facilities that allow their athletes to train year-round. As a
side note, two-thirds of the students are athletes.
Overall, I was impressed by what Williams has to oﬀer academically, athletically, and as a campus. 10/10.

Photo of Marie-Pierre Eilers
by Arohi Gadagkar.

By Allira Bellawala
Subject: AP Calculus AB.
Years at Westmont: 15.
Birthplace: Crest, France.
High School: Institution Notre-Dame.
College: Foothill College and San José State.
What makes Westmont great?
The people, the students, the teachers—everybody is wonderful;
I would not teach anywhere else!
What do you enjoy about teaching?
I love the “a ha!” moment when students ﬁnally grasp the
content. I also just love to be around teenagers because they’re
so energetic and keep me up to date.

By
Kameron
Madson

Freshman
Ashley
Dugan

Nicki Minaj or
Cardi B?

What is your favorite unit/concept/standard to teach and
why?
Calculus as a whole is so fun; students can ﬁnally piece together
all their previous knowledge.
What’s your favorite thing to do outside of school?
I love to cook, walk, read and bake. My favorite dessert to bake
is crème brûlée.
If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be doing?
I would be traveling; I want to explore the diﬀerent national
parks in America and see the states. Ideally, I would live six
months in France and six here.

Describe the
color pink in
3 words.

Who is your
favorite
Kardashian?

Please Support
Westmont’s PTSA!

Kim

Nicki Minaj.
Girly, fun,
positive.

Bubbly, vibrant,
innocent.

Sophomore
Angelina
Prospal

What app do
you use the
most on your
phone?

Snapchat

Khloe
Snapchat

Meetings are every
month in the library from
7-8 p.m.
Future dates:
November 13
January 15
February 12
March 12
April 16
May 14

Nicki Minaj.
Junior Kirk
Vasquez

Nicki Minaj.

Bright, vibrant,
extravagent.

Kendall
Snapchat

Photos of Ashley Dugan,
Angelina Prospal, Kirk
Vasquez, and Tyler Yang by
Kameron Madson.
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Senior Tyler
Yang

Nicki Minaj.

Kourtney
For the
plastics.

Snapchat
Izzy
Alduino

Arohi
Gadagkar
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Who directed
the movie Jaws?
(Steven Spielberg)

Who was the lead
singer of Nirvana?
(Kurt Cobain)

What type of play is
Othello by Shakespeare?
(Tragedy)

Who wrote The lliad?
(Homer)

By Marina de Alba
Oh, Homer!
Michael Bay.

Freshman Ben
Shwartzman

That sounds like
a tragedy.

Michael Bay.

Sophomore
Patra Lu

Homer.
Uhmmmmm….
Junior
Mackenzie
Durrill

Steve
something.

Something with a C.

I forgot.

A tragedy.

It’s a tragedy,
duh.
Homer?

James Smith.
Senior Kahlel
Christal

Kurt Cobain.

By William Caraccio
Over the next nine months, renovators will be hard at work constructing
a new, Olympic-size pool for Westmont. In light of this new development, we
must all bid adieu to the old, pathetic wading pool that we have been doomed to
swim in for too many years. Spearheading this operation, Westmont’s principal
Jason Miller informs, “We are very excited about the new Westmont Aquatic
Center that is due to be completed in June. This new facility was constructed
thanks to Measure AA funds and will have an Olympic-size pool that will allow
us to host swimming and water polo competitions.”

Tragedy.

Homer Simpson.

By Charlotte Ward
Come see Westmont’s Production of Hotel A-Go-Go, directed by
Jeﬀ Bengford and assisted by Katie Hedman.
Here’s a brief plot description: It’s Paris in the swinging 1960s,
and comedy is brewing in Bernard’s house as he sets up a rendezvous
at the Hotel A-Go-Go with his neglected next door neighbor, Marcelle.
However, they are not the only naughty ones planning to connect at this
risqué, little lodge on the outskirts of town. Nothing goes as planned as
friends, relatives, and crazy characters also invade the Hotel A-Go-Go. In
a series of frantic attempts to conceal their identities, Bernard and Marcelle
concoct elaborate stories, ﬂee from bedrooms to bathrooms, hide under
tables, and don disguises. The mayhem explodes when the hotel premises
are raided by the frantic French police. Will peace ever be restored? Or
will comedy take over all of Paris?
Show dates are November 9, 10, 16, and 17 at 7 p.m. Tickets are
only $5 on November 14 for the 3 p.m. show. There’s also the Pay-WhatYou-Can Night on November 15 at 7 p.m. Ticket prices are $12 in advance
on westmontdrama.com.

Photo of pool by William Caraccio.
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Chloe Clegg

By Jessica Swalve
Interact! What’s that? Let me hear you clap! It’s a service club that we all love, yeah, Interact’s got your back!
You heard right, Interact is a service club that fundraises for a district project that helps those in third world countries. Each year,
the district project changes and it involves students from other high schools across the entire country. Anyone can join and can use their
volunteer hours from Interact for CSF. Sponsored through Los Gatos Morning Rotary, Interact has meetings at lunch in room 24 every
Tuesday. See you there!
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Face
By Alexis Weisend
Although Chinese oﬃcials deny it, it is likely over a million Chinese Muslims are trapped—forced into re-education camps by the oppressive
state. Satellite images from space show gated and heavily fortiﬁed communities acquit with watchtowers. Images veriﬁed by Human Rights Watch
expose China’s treatment of these prisoners, revealing that they are forced to drink alcohol, eat pork, and endure painstaking anti-Muslim propaganda.
The Muslims are force-fed the values of the Chinese Communist party and required to denounce Islam altogether.
BBC interviewed two anonymous individuals who had experienced the camps for themselves. “There were at least 1,200 people holding
empty plastic bowls in their hands. They had to sing pro-Chinese songs to get food...the windows were barred...I estimate there must have been at least
3,500 people in there altogether,” said one man who visited family in the camps.
Prisoners are forced to endure a process called “transformation education,” which involves chanting party slogans and thought. “They behaved
as if they weren’t aware what they were doing,” recounted one escaped victim, “it was like they’d lost their memory after a car crash...robotic.”
The last interviewee was accused of aiding Islamic extremists. When he denied his association with terrorism, the police tortured
him; “They have this chair called the tiger. My ankles were shackled, my hands locked into the chair. I couldn’t move. They
wouldn’t let me sleep. They also hung me up for hours and they beat me...whips...needles...pliers...you could hear other
people screaming.”
Experts speculate that the imprisonment, reeducation, and brutal treatment of Chinese Muslims is likely in
response to the 2013 terrorist attack in Tiananmen Square and a general fear of Islam’s presence in the country.
The Trump administration, already in the midst of a trade war with China, is considering imposing sanctions upon the country until what has been labeled as a “human rights crisis” is eliminated. Senator Marco
Rubio commented on the matter: “It involves not only intimidating people on political speech, but also a
desire to strip people of their identity—ethnic identity, religious identity—on a scale that I’m not sure
we’ve seen in the modern era.”

By Samantha Lam
The 2018 Paciﬁc typhoon season has been one of the
most active to date, producing 25 storms since the beginning of the
year. Tropical storms are relatively common, annually aﬀecting
countries worldwide and generally causing little to no harm;
however, this year’s typhoon season has produced several deadly
cyclones, most notably the infamous Typhoon Mangkhut.
Dubbed “the strongest tropical cyclone of the year” by
the World Meteorological Organization, Typhoon Mangkhut,
also known as Ompong, lasted from September 7 to September
17. Beginning as a tropical depression near the Marshall Islands,
Mangkhut quickly escalated into a tropical storm later the same
day. By September 12, the storm blasted through the Philippines
as a powerful Category 5 super typhoon, wreaking havoc on the
country’s northern coasts. The cyclone weakened as it moved
inland, swirling over Hong Kong and ﬁnally dissipating in
southeastern China on September 17.
Typhoon Mangkhut decimated the countries in its
path, destroying buildings as well as triggering landslides and
ﬂash ﬂoods. Displacing tens of thousands of people, the storm
claimed around 100 lives and cost each of the aﬀected countries
millions of dollars. Now, in the aftermath of the super typhoon,
aﬀected individuals tirelessly continue to assess the damage done,
beginning the arduous journey toward recovery.

By Chloe Clegg
Following an intense, partisan debate, the Senate has conﬁrmed Judge Kavanaugh
to the Supreme Court. Although he won the support of the Senate, according to a recent
poll done by The Washington Post, only 41% of Americans support his conﬁrmation, while
51% of citizens oppose it. Many opponents believe that the allegations of sexual assault
against him should immediately disqualify him from obtaining the position. Although
supporters of Kavanaugh claim that the allegations of sexual assault should not aﬀect his
conﬁrmation because he is “innocent until proven guilty,” Kavanaugh’s opponents claim
that this legal standard only applies in criminal, not conﬁrmation hearings.
Furthermore, many Americans believe his behavior during the Senate hearings
revealed an unsuitable temperament for making critical decisions under pressure.
Claiming that the controversy surrounding his nomination was motivated by “revenge
on behalf of the Clintons” and “millions of dollars in money from outside left-wing
opposition groups,” Kavanaugh revealed his bias against the Democratic Party, despite
directly contradicting his statement to the committee that “a federal judge must be independent, not swayed by public or political pressure.” This bias, along with
Kavanaugh’s former friends contradictions of his testimony, has led many to believe that he likely lied under oath.
Due to the intense polarization of politics and actions from both parties, Kavanaugh was conﬁrmed, despite major opposition and doubts from both
government oﬃcials and the general public. With midterm elections approaching up, many Republican senators resisted opposing Kavanaugh’s nomination
due to fear of endangering their election chances or angering their party. Although most Democrats opposed Kavanaugh, his
Page 5 Editors
conﬁrmation was only possible because in 2013 Democrats voted to employ the “nuclear option” and change the number of votes
required to conﬁrm a federal judge from a 60 to 51. This set the precedent for Republicans to do the same with the Supreme Court
in 2017. As a result, both of President Trump’s Supreme Court nominees have been conﬁrmed without possessing bipartisan
support.
On the other hand, those who support Kavanaugh celebrate the impact that the new conservative majority on the Supreme
Court will be able to make on healthcare, immigration, the environment, and executive powers. Ultimately, the bitter debate
Will Caraccio
over Kavanaugh’s conﬁrmation reﬂects a larger issue regarding the polarization of politics. Hopefully, politicians will learn to
Alexis Weisend
collaborate and seeks solutions that beneﬁt all citizens, rather than alienating them.
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By Bella Aharonian
There’s nothing I hate like the SAT. In case you live under a rock and have been lucky enough to avoid being plagued
with knowledge of this horrendous creation, SAT stands for scholastic aptitude test, meaning its purpose is to measure a student’s
academic potential. I, however, think it in no way measures intelligence so much as it measures a student’s ability and stamina to sit
in an overly air conditioned classroom with a bunch of strangers for ﬁve hours and take a standardized test.
College Board should not make money oﬀ sleep deprived, burned-out teenagers just doing what they have to do to even have
a chance of getting into college. I would love to know why taking a multiple choice test that doesn’t even need to be evaluated by human
graders the way AP tests do costs $60. Where does that money go? On top of the cost of simply registering for the SAT, College Board
also tries to sell more unnecessary things, such as the Question-and-Answer Service and the oﬃcial College Board SAT study guide that of
course changes every year, to their victims at an additional cost. Charging students to take a test not only is conceptually ridiculous, but also
gives socioeconomically challenged students a disadvantage, as they don’t have the luxury of taking the SAT as many times as they need.
Second of all, the SAT design is ﬂawed. This test is supposed to measure someone’s raw intelligence, without preparation, kind of
like an IQ test. However, because people, of course, will not honor this and withhold from studying, the test warps into a measurement of
how well a students studies, or in other words, at what SAT class they spend their summer. The problem with SAT classes is not that they are
a shortcut or a cheat, but that they give students who come from wealthier families an enormous advantage over those who can not aﬀord to
pay $2,500 for 10 sessions with a personal tutor. When a college looks at one student’s score of 1550 and another student’s score of 1350,
they don’t consider that the one with the lower score may have had to study by their own means because they could not aﬀord to take a class
like the student with the higher score. Even if a student’s parents can aﬀord to pay for an expensive class, conceptually, it makes no sense to
pay this money to receive a higher number on a test when there are literally people starving, and it makes me sad that people feel compelled
to do this in order to get into their desired college.
In conclusion, the SAT should be eliminated as a requirement to get into college because it’s child abuse. Sitting in a classroom and
taking a test for that long is just unbearable. This standardized test doesn’t even measure what its creators wanted it to, so why do we still do it?

By Erin Campbell and Katie DaQuino
In America, we celebrate the
Super Bowl and the NBA ﬁnals as national
holidays. Men’s sports mean everything
to us, except for soccer. In previous years,
the U.S. soccer has spent up to 50 million
dollars on men’s soccer, only for it to lose about
1 million. The women, on the other hand, received less
than 20 million dollars in funding, and produced a net
proﬁt of roughly 5 million.
For ourselves, and countless other young girls,
watching the U.S. Women’s National team compete in and
win the world cup year after year was proof that women
can succeed in a male-dominated ﬁeld. Soccer was the one
team sport where our country was watching the women
even more than the men. All over the country, young girls
found inspiration in Hope Solo, Brandi Chastain, and Alex
Morgan. It was devastating to ﬁnd out that our heroes were
treated as second class, paid signiﬁcantly less than the

All photos by Erin Campbell.
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By William Caraccio
Picture this: for a group of 1,500 individuals, all of
whom are in need of help and guidance, there are only 3 people
who possess the tools and abilities to aid them. Furthermore,
each of these 3 people are permitted a pesky 70 minutes per
week to assist all 1,500 people. How many minutes can each of
these 3 helpers spare for each individual comprising the group
of 1,500? You don’t need to take out your calculators to know
how miniscule this amount of time is.
But why is this relevant to you, a high schooler
who has much better things to be doing than solving math
problems in the school newspaper? Well, believe it or not, this
seemingly irrelevant statistic has drastic implications for the
future of each and every Westmont student. These numbers
hit closer to home than one would expect: we are the 1,500,
the students of Westmont, the forsaken individuals who are
each only are granted 14 seconds a week. Who are the poor
three? Our counselors. Following these baﬄing calculations,
our counselors, the people who are responsible not only for
interacting with and aiding each of their students, but also for
composing a thoughtful and speciﬁc letter of recommendation,

men who compete in the same sport.
The team’s lawyer, Jeﬀrey Kessler, says that
regardless of their success, “The reason they are entitled
to equal pay is that they are engaged in equal work.”
The team has proven that they are more skilled than the
men’s team countless times; however, even without
their impressive record, they deserve equal pay for
equal work.
The men make $100,000 if they lose all of their
games. The women make $90,000 for winning the same
amount. If the men were to win every game, they would
make $263,320. Additionally, women receive signiﬁcantly
less compensation for sponsorship appearances and even
are given less money per day for expenses. With women
bringing in higher ratings, higher proﬁt, and consistent
championships (our men did not even qualify for the world
cup), how can we justify paying them less?

are given only ﬁve minutes per year to interact with each of
their kids. This, of course, is an impossible task that cannot and
should not be expected of any mortal. With such a heavy load on
their shoulders, these overwhelmed and overworked counselors
are so handicapped by the broken system that they do not have
the time to listen to our problems, much less assist in solving
them.
All of this being said, neither Westmont High School nor
our beloved counselors are to blame for this dire miscalculation.
If we, as students, are unhappy with the way our counselors
spend their time, rest assured that they disapprove just as much.
Heather Kimball, a former counselor at Westmont, is living
proof of the unsustainable demands exerted on our counselors.
In her parting email, she expressed her sadness regarding her
inability to follow her vocation as a high school counselor, and
her frustration with being saddled with extraneous administrative
duties she had never asked for. In the Campbell Union High
School District, it seems as though the job of a counselor is
altogether diﬀerent from what is stipulated by the name itself.
As you can see, this doesn’t add up. Numbers don’t lie.
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By Aditya Kulashekar
The justice system in the United States was founded on moral principles, yet it is deeply ﬂawed. A major problem with the
criminal justice systems is plea bargains, in which defendants agree to plead guilty to some or all of the charges against them in exchange
for concessions from the prosecutors. At ﬁrst sight, plea bargains seem very beneﬁcial to our court system as they help expedite the
lengthy court process, which can take several weeks to months. However, plea bargains often do the complete opposite of their intent.
Many accused individuals who are actually innocent often take the plea deal due to their inability to have a personal lawyer. In many cases,
prosecutors falsify evidence in order to extract a guilty plea from the defendant, and, faced with mounting pressure and proof, the accused
often plea guilty to obtain a reduced sentence from the judge. According to The Washington Post, 15% of all defendants who plead guilty
are later found innocent, and this does not include the group of innocent people who have not been exonerated. Plea bargains are also
very harmful to people in low income situations, as many are unable to aﬀord a lawyer who can adequately defend them from unfounded
accusations. Instead of treating everyone equally, plea bargains give unfair disadvantages to people in lower classes who are unable to
aﬀord a lawyer. Plea bargains move away from the basic principles of justice and are unequivocally harmful to American society.

By Emma Cline
Imagine students engaging in in-person conversation,
focusing on lectures in class, and even looking up when they walk
the halls. Well, Vive la France, my friends. As of August 5, French
students under the age of 15 are prohibited from using all types of
cell phones, tablets, and smartwatches during school hours. All hail
France: home of baguettes, Napoleon, snazzy monuments, and, oh
yeah, battling phone addiction.
Although it may be diﬃcult for American students to
fathom, the concept of a personal tech-free school is a victory in the
war over cell phone addiction. Anyone who doesn’t think he or she
has an addiction, even in the slightest, is in denial. According to a
2016 survey conducted by Common Sense Media, 73% of people
check their phones at least hourly. Not scary enough? A Deloitte
Global Mobile Consumer Survey found that 85% of smartphone users
will check their device while speaking with friends or family. Glance
around in study hall; at least half of the students are on their phones:

By Kate Lincoln
Bob Ross: The man, the myth, the legend. If
simply by the sound of this name your brain fails to
conjure an image of the most incredible man ever to
paint the canvas that is this earth, then you have led
an incomplete life up to this day. But never fear! For
now, I shall enlighten you of this mystical being.
In short, Bob Ross was an American painter
who inspired more than just the canvas. The various
occupations of this talented man include such diverse
jobs including carpenter, air force oﬃcer, teacher,
television personality, squirrel fosterer, and his
signature title: painter. Predominantly known as a
televised painting instructor, Ross quietly rose to
power via his modest TV show, The Joy of Painting,
which aired on PBS from 1983-1994. Over the course
of more than 400 30-minute episodes, he taught the
masses of America (and eventually Canada, South
America, and Europe) basic techniques to becoming
an able artist.
Ross was not born with such profound artistic
capabilities; rather, his experience as a U.S. Air Force
Sergeant and love of nature compelled him to pursue
the art of painting in his early 20s. Posted in Fairbanks,
Alaska, Ross thrived with such readily available,
serenely exquisite landscapes, eventually devoting

Snapchatting, scrolling through Instagram, maybe
even playing a quick game of Fortnite while their
academic workload piles up.
French Education Minister Jean-Michel Blanquer attributes
the ban as a great way to “improve discipline among France’s 12
million school children,” and I can’t help but agree. With major
addiction issues, cities in China and Hong Kong have divided their
sidewalks into two sections: “distracted” walking and regular
walking, to avoid pedestrian fatalities. Disturbing? Deﬁnitely.
Necessary? Even more so. Smartphones easily rule out awkward
hallway encounters (to wave or not to wave), simple eye contact,
and confrontation of personal issues. With ﬁrsthand accounts of
students at Westmont, face-to-face interactions are on the
decline. How can we learn to live in the real world if we’re
encapsulated in our eight-inch rectangles? So unplug, it’s
not too bad out here.

his free time to imitating
the natural scenes via
oil paints. As a highranking oﬃcer, Ross
held responsibility for
harshness in the camp,
commanding
soldiers
with a brutal force that
he increasingly disliked.
After 20 years of serving in the military, Ross
retired from his post, on account that his position
(of yelling at people all day) contradicted his
natural mentality. From that day forth, he loyally
vowed to never raise his voice again (evident in
his TV show.)
Once returned to his native Florida,
Ross worked locally as an art teacher. However,
he himself was not done learning. Soon after his
arrival home, Ross contacted Bill Alexander, an
expert artist who hosted his own PBS TV show
previous to Ross’. Alexander taught Ross several
masterful techniques, including the “wet on wet”
technique, in which the painter does not wait for
each layer of oil paint to dry. This skill ultimately
revolutionized Ross’s approach (and career path

as a future television host)
by allowing him to create
a work or wonder in short
amount of time (i.e. 30
minute).
When Alexander
abdicated, Ross took the
throne as PBS’s newest art
appeal. Contrary to their
views on Alexander, whom audiences often perceived
as dull and distant, the American people soon reveled
in the light of Ross, praising not only the man’s
vibrant, intricate masterpieces, but also his tender
personality and signature permed ‘fro. Everyone—
artists, those aspiring to be, and those without artistic
aspirations—fell in love with the cheery man and his
Happy Little Trees. In the 90s, admiration grew to an
intense level as a peaceful cult developed to worship
Ross.
Despite the die-hard fans and skyrocketing
business, Ross continued to live a happy, humble life
with his wife and kids in their modest neighborhood
in Florida. Eternally optimistic and skillful, Bob Ross
painted a legacy on the American people, living on in
the hearts and brushes of his faithful followers.
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By Samantha Lam and Stephanie Lau
What’s better than a boba shop? A boba shop nearby!
Located in Westgate Mall, Gong Cha is a
popular place for local high schoolers to drink and
spill tea. We are both familiar with the variety of drinks
they oﬀer, which led to our safe choices of fruit tea
Stephanie:: I got the Lychee Oolong Tea with 30%
ice, 30% sweetness, and boba as a topping. After a few quick sips, I
would rate this drink a 6.5/10. It was pretty easy to drink considering I
lowered the sugar level, but the boba was a little harder than I’m used to.
Samantha: I
got
the QQ Passionfruit Tea, which
included boba and lychee jelly. Fun fact: QQ refers to the
chewy texture you ﬁnd in teas with these toppings. I chose 50%
sugar and 50% ice, and I’d give my drink a 6/10. While the
toppings were great, 50% sugar was still ridiculously sweet.
As usual, the service was good, but not exceptional.
The drinks were made quickly and tasted pretty good,
and the boba and lychee jelly were chewy and ﬂavorful.
Notice how both of us chose fruit teas: we both dislike
Gong Cha’s milk teas. While their fruit teas are tasty and refreshing,
their milk teas lack a strong tea ﬂavor and taste rather artiﬁcial.
Worth it? If you want juice, go to Gong Cha. Otherwise,
ﬁnd another place for some quality milk tea. And yeah, that’s the tea.

By Cassie Kim and Julia Ocher
As we walked into El Guapo’s, a family owned business
located in Downtown Campbell, on a busy Sunday afternoon, we
were immediately impressed. From the friendly staﬀ at the cash
register to the pet friendly outdoor seating, the authentic, homestyle
Mexican restaurant gives oﬀ a friendly vibe. After ordering, we
received a beeper and sat down in anticipation for our food, waiting
at the most ﬁve minutes. We were oﬀered excellent service with fast,
fresh food. After observing the nice environment and the positive
customer service, we realized that the value and price varied widely
for diﬀerent types of food.
Cassie: I ordered a chicken taco, which was advertised
as a full meal, but could only ﬁll an already half-full person. My
order came with a side of chips. The service was prompt and
friendly, but the price of the tacos was very high compared to
other, larger items on the menu. I would give the tacos 3 stars.
Julia: I ordered a veggie burrito, expecting it to be
vegetarian. The conscientious staﬀ alerted me of the chicken broth
used to make the rice. They oﬀered to replace the rice for potatoes
or beans. Despite the substitution, I was still satisﬁed with my order.
It was much bigger, cheaper, and more ﬁlling than the tacos. My
order also came with chips on the side, which could be dipped in
the salsas from the salsa bar. The salsa bar was a small, but nice
surprise, as it was equipped with salsas ranging from mild to hot to
creamy for every preference. I would give the burrito 3.75 stars.
A friendly tip if you’re looking to visit el Guapo’s anytime
soon: order either a burrito or a salad if you’re looking for a full
meal and a better deal.

By Meliea Chiu and Olivia Ocher
If you’re a fan of cute, aesthetic decorations and delicious food, Dolce Bella Chocolates and Cafe is the perfect place
for you. With vegan, vegetarian, and gluten-free options, as well as friendly employees who make accommodations to your food
preference, the cafe has something for everyone. Accompanied by senior Sheyna Rongong, we visited the cafe during the quiet
lunch time and ordered oﬀ of their small yet elaborate menu, which oﬀers lunch, desserts, and coﬀee drinks all for under $15.
Meliea: Cute, organized and clean—Dolce Bella Chocolates and Cafe continues to be the best hidden cafe in Campbell. With a working
bathroom and free WiFi, the cafe is the perfect hangout place for teenagers. While waiting for your food, you can view the chocolate factory and pictures
of the owner’s family. Dolce Bella Chocolates and Cafe sells paninis, coﬀee drinks, and desserts; all foods are made with fresh and organic produce too.
My favorite dishes include their lovely toﬀee shortbread and chocolate chip cookies, each reasonably priced at $1.75. Olivia and I enjoyed the decadent
chocolate ganache cake for dessert that complemented our delicious meal. I rate the cafe a 8/10 for its friendly employees and wonderful atmosphere.
Olivia: You can never go wrong with a sandwich, especially if it’s served on soft focaccia bread with melted cheese and pesto
chicken, along with a side of arugula salad. Using a panini grill, the chefs created a lip-smacking sandwich. According to Sheyna, “you could
even taste the olive oil on the bread.” My light lunch was very satisfying and reasonably priced; it was enough to make me feel full, but, at the
same time, didn’t make me feel bloated or create the sensation of overeating. Since there were not that many people there at the time, our food
was brought to our table extremely quickly. Overall, this place was very nice! The service was good, the atmosphere was casual, and the food
was delicious. The cafe was very welcoming and had plenty of room, with outdoor seating and an indoor lounge area. I give it a solid 8.93/10.
Disclaimer: Weight put on from from eating this delicious food is not the responsibility of the establishment. Eat with caution.
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By Chloe Clegg and Arohi Gadagkar
Considering that we are the deﬁnition of trendy, cool
teens, it was only inevitable that we would eventually review the
ultimate, famed, hipster destination: Philz Coﬀee. Although super
popular businesses don’t always live up to the hype, Philz deﬁnitely
qualiﬁes as an exception. Possessing stellar, unique drinks, charming
decor, and a pleasant ambiance and staﬀ, Philz is a wonderful
place to spend time catching up with friends (or on homework).
With a group of our friends, we recently met up at Philz to
have a much needed, albeit excruciating, calculus study sesh. Although
we all detested the arduous work at hand, Philz provided us with a
location perfect for getting the work done, while simultaneously mixing
8 Editors in some fun conversations on the side. Furthermore,
Philz is a home for those who want to be productive, but
need a good cup of coﬀee and a friendly place to do it.
Everyone we encountered in Philz, both the customers
and staﬀ, treated us exceptionally well, and they were
always up for a few jokes and friendly conversations.

Allira Bellawala
Kate Lincoln

Now, you might be thinking, “That’s
cool guys, we get it, Philz is a
nice place to sit, and you
don’t like to do calculus.
But how’s the actual
coﬀee?” Well, funny
you should mention it, but we
can assure you that the coﬀee is
absolutely fantastic. Unlike most coﬀee
shops, Philz doesn’t sell the traditional drinks
such as lattes and cappuccinos. Instead, Philz
has created their own selection of drinks
composed of ﬂavorful ingredients and unique
combinations, such as our favorites: the Mint
Mojito and Mocha Tesora. The Mint Mojito
boasts a sweet, creamy, minty ﬂavor, while the
Mocha Tesora boasts a chocolate, caramel, cocoa
taste. No matter what you decide to order, the
staﬀ is always willing and happy to accommodate
any individual preferences you may have.
All in all, Philz is by far our favorite location
to pick up a cup of coﬀee to go or sit down and stay on
the study (and coﬀee) grind. Admittedly, Philz probably
drains way too much of our time—and our money—
but we wouldn’t want to have it any other way, and
we strongly recommend that everyone give it a try!
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The Fault in Our
Stars featuring:
Anand Giduthuri
Alan Villanueva
The Great Gatsby
featuring:
Chris Haskett
Bryce Hadley
Joshua Joesten
Gabriela Hopkins
Denise Picard
John Sheih
Home Alone
featuring:
Alex Fazlollahi
Alex Shadduck
Marcus Swalve
Bridesmaids
feauturing:
Snehin Biswas
Larsin Bet Varda
Joel Gilligan
Alex Rabinovich
Carlos Rivas
Tyler Yang
Moana featuring:
Mia Davis
Gabe Pulliam
White Chicks
featuring:
Rosy Dippel
Olivia Morris
All photos provided by
Bella Aharonian and
Kameron Madson.
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Kameron Bella
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By Daniela Sechen
She may be on the shorter side, but Makana Diez’s
fashion reaches new heights. Her daily looks—including
grandma sweaters, denim on denim, and funky patterned
socks—demonstrate her unique style.
What are three words to describe your
style?
Gay, grandma, and comfy.
Who is your fashion icon?
Tan from Queer Eye.
Which season is your favorite to
dress for?
Fall!
What is your favorite
fashion trend?
Cuﬀed mom jeans or
anything rainbow.
What are your
favorite stores to
shop at?
Any thrift store!

Photo of Marcelo
Brooks provided by
Melina Mahood. Photo
of Makana Diez by
Daniela Sechen.

By Melina Mahood
A true man of fashion, Marcelo Brooks
is the epitome of Westmont style. Laid-back,
Brooks ﬂaunts his easy breezing
looks daily, as he frequently
sports a simple tee, basketball
shorts, and running shoes, while
playing cards with friends on the
grass in the quad.
Who is your fashion icon?
Mauricio Brooks.
What’s your go-to outﬁt?
Whatever’s in my closet.
Where do you like to shop?
Target.
How would you describe your
style?
Whatever’s in my closet.

By Grace Rodhouse
The miracle of thrifting provides broke teenagers in high school the chance to ﬁnd pieces they might spend their entire
college fund on. Since no one really wants to drown in debt because of a t-shirt, scouring through racks of recycled and
second-hand clothes makes it possible to expand your closet without breaking the bank. Here are a few tips to get the most
out of your thrifting adventure.
1. Go to multiple thrift shops! Whether the stores be a branch of a larger group like Goodwill or Savers, or a
privately owned store, expanding your possibilities creates a larger haul at the end. Make sure you set aside a
whole day to visit multiple stores though, they often cause you to forget what time or day of the week you’re in.
2. Don’t be afraid to go through diﬀerent sections! Often times, the best ﬁnds come from sections of the thrift store
you originally never meant to focus on. Some of my favorite, and cheapest, ﬁnds come from the men’s sections!
They’re great if you’re looking for collared, long sleeved, or thicker shirts. Don’t be afraid to step outside the box.
3. Don’t become discouraged! Since the racks seem endless and 85% of the items are things you’d never give a
second glance to, don’t worry. Some trips I ﬁnd nothing that ﬁts what I need, but the best part is that thrift stores
constantly have “new” clothing coming in. Especially when you ﬁnd that one article of clothing you could wear
everyday, the searching becomes worth the time.
Hopefully these tips enable and encourage you to thrift on a new level (without killing your wallet), so you can enjoy
the treasures you’ll ﬁnd with more happiness than if you bought a $45 shirt and taken up half a paycheck. Enjoy!

By Hana Tobias
On Halloween, most people enjoy wearing an elaborate costume. However, it can
be diﬃcult to aﬀord extravagant costumes that you plan to wear once. If you want to avoid
needless stress and expenses, create one of these costumes for a simple, unique outﬁt.
● Grapes: Tape numerous purple balloons all over your body. You will look exactly
like a bunch of grapes!
● Cat: It’s easy, it’s simple, it’s popular, it’s the cat costume. Wear all black and glue
felt triangles to a headband.
● Arthur: To look like the iconic cartoon character, wear jeans and a yellow sweater
over a white button-up shirt. Also, don red shoes and round glasses, and glue brown
felt semicircles to a headband for ears.
● Greek god: Wrap a bedsheet around your body and secure it with a simple belt.
For bonus points, cut leaf shapes out of yellow paper and tape them to a headband.
● Raining cats and dogs: Print out multiple pictures of cats and
Page 10 Editors
dogs, and glue each one to a piece of string. Attach the strings to
an umbrella.
● Jack-o-lantern: To resemble a Halloween decoration, cut three
triangles and a crescent shape out of black felt. Glue them onto
an orange shirt. If you feel especially motivated, attach a long
Anna Hanuska
rectangle of brown felt and several leaf-shaped pieces of green
felt to a headband.
Jessica Swalve
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Owner: Emma Cline
Name: Renesmee (yes, like in Twilight).
Model: 2016 Honda HR-V.
Bio: I have three air fresheners from Bath and
Body Works that smell like fresh cookies, I and
enjoy driving through the countryside.

Owner: Marina de Alba
Name: Roxanne, Roxy for short.
Model: 2012 Volkswagen Golf.
Bio: I enjoy drives along Highway 17 and a good
wash at Classic Car Wash. I have a sick Santa Cruz
sticker on my rear window, and I always have a
tropical air freshener hanging from the front mirror.

Owner Olivia Ocher
Owner:
Name: Deborah. An oldie but goodie.
Model: 2003 Toyota Highlander (she’s as old as
my sister).
Bio: I enjoy speeding along the freeway and
blasting music through the sunroof.
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By Hana Tobias
● Samhainophobia: The fear of Halloween. Soon, individuals with Samhainophobia
will be petriﬁed.
● Coulrophobia: The fear of clowns. Remember the clown sightings of 2016?
● Arachnophobia: The fear of spiders. This common fear impairs people’s ability
to function if they spot a spider.
● Alliumphobia: The fear of garlic. If you fear garlic, you might be a vampire.
● Chiroptophobia: The fear of bats. Does Batman cause this phobia?
● Kinemortophobia: The fear of zombies. Kinemortophobia existed long
before zombie movies were created; it stems from voodoo rituals.
● Phasmophobia: The fear of ghosts. If you ever feel terriﬁed by a ghost,
who you gonna call? Ghostbusters!
● Selenophobia: The fear of the moon. Watch out; people who dread
the moon may also be werewolves.
● Skelephobia: The fear of skeletons. Do people who are afraid
of skeletons also fear their own skeleton?

By Anna Hanuska
This delicious pumpkin spice fudge has a crumbly graham cracker crust
and a top layer of vanilla fudge. It’s perfect for Halloween celebrations or simply
enjoying fall!
Ingredients:
one 8x8 in or 9x9 inch pan, covered in parchment paper or coated with
nonstick spray
For the graham cracker crust (prep time ~15 minutes):
one ½ cups graham cracker crumbs
6 Tbsp butter
⅓ cup sugar (optional)
For the pumpkin spice fudge layer (prep time ~30 minutes):
1 14 oz can sweetened condensed milk
½ cup canned pumpkin
2 bags (4 cups) white chocolate chips
1 tsp pumpkin pie spice
For the vanilla fudge layer (prep time ~15 minutes):
½ a can (7 oz) sweetened condensed milk
1 cup vanilla chips
A pinch of salt
Procedure:
1) Crush graham crackers until you have 1½ cups of crumbs, and microwave
the butter for 30 seconds or until melted, then mix with the sugar and
graham crackers in a small mixing bowl.
*note: check the sugar content of your graham crackers to see if
you actually need sugar, otherwise the crust will be too sweet.
2) Press the graham cracker mixture into the pan evenly (use the bottom of a
glass or measuring cup for best results), then let it chill in the fridge while
you make the fudge.
3) Put 1 can of condensed milk and the pumpkin into a medium saucepan
and stir on low heat for about 10 minutes. Then add the white chocolate
chips and mix until melted.
4) Add the pumpkin pie spice and stir over heat for another 5 minutes, then
pour into the pan, on top of the graham crackers. Refrigerate for at least
an hour.
5) In a similar saucepan, mix the ½ can of condensed milk and the vanilla
chips over low heat until the chips have melted. Stir in a pinch of salt.
Pour the vanilla mixture on top of the pumpkin fudge. Chill in the fridge
for 2-4 hours or until set.
6) Cut into 1-inch squares and enjoy!

By Sara Prough
For all the Halloween loving
people out there, I know you must listen to
Halloween music. So here are some spooky
songs for the month of October:
1. “Thriller” by Michael Jackson.
2. ‘Monster Mash” by Bobby
Pickett.
3. “I’m in love With a Monster” by
Fifth Harmony.
4. “Searchin’ For the Spirit” by Ray
Parker Jr.
5. “I Want Candy” by Bow Wow
Wow.
6. “Monster” by Lady GaGa.
7. “Disturbia” by Rihanna.
8. “Everyday is Halloween” by
Ministry.
9. “Sally’s Song” by Fiona Apple.
10. “Beautiful Monster” by Ne-Yo.
11. “Freakshow” by Britney Spears.
12. “….Ready For It?” by Taylor
Swift.
13. “The Way I Are” by Bebe Rexha ft.
lil Wayne (not super halloweeny,
just good)

By Jessica Swalve
Before the Halloween of my freshman year, my family made our annual
trip to Party City at Westgate (take a moment to shed a tear) in search of costumes.
Believing I had simply grown out of the costumes at Party City, I ventured to
the store with low expectations. I could not
have been more wrong—I found an
Incredibles bodysuit. The gold,
black, and red called my name and
I eagerly bought the costume. I
love the Incredibles with all
my heart (it is my all time
favorite movie, after all) and
I am overly enthused with
any Incredible related item.
Hence, my obsession with
this costume which I have
worn for the past three years
and will most deﬁnitely
wear again my senior year.
Although I have only had one
Halloween costume all of high
school, I could not have chosen
a more perfect one and cannot wait
for October 31 to roll around.

By Ben Nikitin
Halloween is a time for treating ours
elves to endless candy,
amusing costumes, and great tradition
s. With all the happiness, however,
we also need to look back on those who
don’t have it. The children that
UNICEF supports suﬀer endlessly, livin
g in desperate situations of need
and in ravaged areas.
This Halloween, you have an opportu
nity to feel even greater
about yourself, both having fun and
helping others at the same time!
Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF boxes will
be set up by Westmont’s UNICEF
Club in the majority of classrooms,
so please donate any change or bills
you might be carrying. Any contribu
tion helps: $1 can buy pencils for
a class of 30 students, $8 provides clea
n water to a family, $15 protects
5 kids from malaria, $55 provides food
for 150 people, and $210 brings
a school to 40 refugee kids. That’s
the power of Trick-or-Treating for
UNICEF.

By Melina Mahood
Every fall, Jamba Juice brings back my favorite
two smoothies: “Pumpkin Smash” and “Pumpkin Protein.”
Starting this trend about ﬁve years ago, these drinks have
been my spooky season neccesities, but obviously each is
meant for a diﬀerent occasion. The typical creamy, thick,
beverage, “Pumpkin Smash” is essentially a pumpkinﬂavored milkshake, perfect for grabbing on the go or just
enjoying with some friends. On the other hand,
“Pumpkin Protein” is a healthy, dairy-free
alternative to the other fall smoothie. Thin,
yet ﬂavor and protein-packed, this drink
keeps me running, as I frequently drink
it before volleyball matches or workouts.
Both of these amazing smoothies are only
featured for a limited time, so don’t miss
out on the hype and think about getting a
pumpkin refreshment the next time Jamba
Juice calls on your cravings.

By Makenna Adams and Madi Zanardelli
Make this Halloween the best one yet! We’ve made a list of the Top 10
Halloween destinations you need to visit this season, ranging from super spooky to not
so spooky. Get haunting!
1. Pirates of Emerson Theme Park: Thrill-seekers and fright enthusiasts will unite at
Pirates of Emerson Theme Park. The park boasts six frightening exhibits, but are best
known for the Pirates of Emerson haunted house, featuring horrifying pirate-themed
scares. Pleasanton, CA.
2. Great America’s Halloween Haunt: The ever-popular Halloween destination year
after year, Great America’s Halloween Haunt is sure to make even the most fearless of
patrons feel haunted! Santa Clara, CA.
3. Fright Walk Under the Boardwalk: While you can visit the Santa Cruz Beach
Boardwalk’s Frightwalk attraction all year, it is especially eerie during Halloween! Enjoy
the other thrilling rides the Boardwalk has to oﬀer while you’re at it. Santa Cruz, CA.
4. Winchester Mystery House: Known to be one of the creepiest homes in the Bay
Area, San Jose’s very own Winchester Mystery House is a great place to visit during their
special Halloween season. San Jose, CA.
5. Mayhem Mansion at the Haas-Lilienthal House: Tour the historic Victorianera Haas-Lilienthal House, but watch out for creeping ghosts! For 2 weekends only,

experience a haunting trip through the ancient mansion. Opens October 19, 20, 26, and
27 in San Francisco, CA.
6. Swank Farms Corn Maze: By day, visit Swank farms for their giant pumpkins and
navigate their challenging corn maze, but by night, expect a thrilling adventure with their
Terror in the Corn attraction! San Bernadino, CA.
7. West Wind Capitol Drive-In: Cozy up with bae (or even better—your BFF) for a
horror movie at the West Wind Capitol Drive-In. San Jose, CA.
8. Farmer John’s Pumpkin Farm: Select the perfect pumpkin from Farmer John’s
award-winning Pumpkin Farm to don your front porch on Halloween night. The best
part? Pets are allowed! Half Moon Bay, CA.
9. Queen’s Pumpkin Patch: Simple and sweet, Queen’s Pumpkin Patch is a great spot
to pick up a variety of pumpkins, fall gourds, or take a spin in their exhilarating hamster
balls! This is also a great location for taking cute photos with minimal crowds. Saratoga,
CA.
10. Gizdich Ranch Apple Orchard: If getting super spooked isn’t on your list of things
to do this Halloween season, visit Gizdich Ranch Apple Orchard where you can pick
your own organic apples! Be sure to stop by their farm stand for fresh apple juice and
pie. Happy Halloween!

By Izzy Alduino and Kate Lincoln
Whether it be from a parent, guardian, teacher, or friend, we’ve all heard that question in response to the desire to trick-or-treat as a teenager. The age limit for trick-or-treating
has always been a sore subject for some people, the vehement debate recently snowballing in our society. So is it acceptable? Thoughts to consider:
Aren’t teenagers too old?
Kate: Deﬁnitely not! Halloween is not a holiday reserved solely for young kids. (And even if it is, I’m living by the Disneyland rule: you’re never too old to go!)
Izzy: I think so. It’s a little weird to have a young adult come up to your door, dressed up in a costume, asking for candy like a small child. Walking around with younger siblings
is okay, but going up to the door is a little creepy.
Won’t teenagers take too much candy?
Kate: O.K. Yes, the “take one” rule obviously translates to a completely diﬀerent deﬁnition in the teenage mind. If you’re going to take the entire bowl, at least go after the
swarms of young children.
Izzy: Yes, every year the unspoken “take one” rule gets broken by greedy teenage hands. Halloween is a kids’ holiday, so we teenagers need to realize this and let the kids get
their candy.
What do you think? Should trick-or-treating be acceptable?
Freshman Anda Allen: “As long as you aren’t going to be a jerk and scare little kids, then absolutely.”
Sophomore Ryan Abbasi: “I think it’s acceptable, as long as they are into it, and are actually going out with
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[acceptable] costumes.”
Yee
Junior Adrian Garcia: “In my opinion yes; I could be 20 years old and still trick or treat.”
Editors
Senior Marlena Zimmerman: “Absolutely, anyone and everyone should go trick-or-treating!”
Alumnus Kendra Lincoln: “If parents tell teenagers they are too old to do something, one result is to try to do “older things” (i.e. experiment with partying). Trick-or-treatKatie
Erin
ing is fun and it keeps teens out of trouble.”
DaQuino
Cambpell
Whether or not you choose to go trick or treating we hope you enjoy this spooky
holiday. Happy Halloween!
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By Kameron Madson
The Mandela Eﬀect is a phenomenon where a large number of people
have a false memory about an event or fact. Nelson Mandela’s death in 2013 was
the initial event to spark the conspiracy because multiple people remembered
him dying while in prison in the 1980s.
1. The Monopoly Man: Most everyone remembers playing Monopoly as
a child. While you may not know the Monopoly Man’s name is Rich
Uncle Pennybags, you probably remember him for his monocle. The
only thing is, he never wore one.
2. We Are The Champions: Although, most people remember the Queen
song by its ending: “We are the champions of the world,” there is no
3.

4.

5.

longer any recorded version that has “of the world” as the ending.
Even lyric websites no longer show the iconic ending of the song.
The Mona Lisa Smile: It seems with age comes happiness, at least
when it comes to the Mona Lisa. People believe the popular painting
once contained a woman whose smile was hardly detectable. However,
it no longer seems like that’s the case for Da Vinci’s masterpiece. Now,
it seems her smile is a pretty obvious smirk.
Chick-ﬁl-A: At least it’s still true that they put pickles on their chicken
sandwiches and they aren’t open on Sundays. The popular fast food
restaurant isn’t how you remember it in a pretty notable way. It’s called
Chick-ﬁl-A. No, you read that right. It’s not Chik-ﬁl-A or Chic-ﬁl-A.
It’s Chick-ﬁl-A, despite people distinctly remembering the brand’s
strange spelling.
Jif Peanut Butter: Jif peanut butter is likely in most everyone’s pantry
right now. But this debate isn’t over whether it’s creamy or crunchy.
Mandela Eﬀect believers remember the jelly-counterpart brand as
Jiﬀy. However, no such brand exists in this universe.

By Allira Bellawala and Daniela Sechen
Most students of Westmont know of the (in)famous, self-named friend
group “Cloud Gang,” consisting of Tyler Yang, Eric Sechen, Calvin Dougher,
Carlos Rivas, Edward Fontaine, James Johnson, Ryan Abdilla, Harrison
Hoglan, and more. The group is known for their activities on campus and their
strong “bro” vibe. On the outside, they appear normal—just an innocent group of
dudes hanging out. However, behind that facade lies a dark secret: the hive mind.
By deﬁnition, a hive mind is a uniﬁed consciousness formed by a
number of individuals with one as the leader. As we established, Cloud Gang is a
close group of friends, but exactly how close are we talking? Well, close enough
to share a common mind. If you ever start a snapchat streak with them, you’ll
notice how similar the photos are—and not just when they’re hanging out. Many
of them send streak photos with the exact same “S,” right down to the curves on
the side; it’s almost as if they synced the idea in their heads. The hive mind is also
clearly revealed in glitches: sometimes, you’ll text one of them only to receive the
response from another. Even when we asked one member for permission to

By Bella Aharonian and Marina de Alba
On June 18, 2018, American rapper Jahseh Onfroy, professionally
known as XXXTentacion, suﬀered an allegedly fatal gunshot wound to the chest.
However, we believe that X, as fans refer to him, faked his death and is indeed
still alive. There are several reasons as to why he would plan this hoax.
First of all, X made several comments on social media stating that
nobody cares about music artists until they die. After news of his “death” spread,
his Instagram followers skyrocketed from 6 to 11 million, proving his point.
Furthermore, celebrities and rappers around the country, along with countless
fans, have expressed sadness about his passing, making this whole situation a
huge publicity stunt. Additionally, the ﬁrst reports released after his supposed
death all stated that he had “no pulse” at the scene; his next album was rumored
to be titled No Pulse. Coincidence?
Alternatively, it is entirely possible that X faked his death to avoid
his legal troubles. He is/was facing 12 felony charges that carried possible life
sentences if convicted of more than 1. Escaping from the public eye before losing
his freedom doesn’t seem too outrageous.
If X actually died, the suspect is clear: up and coming rapper Soldier
Kidd. Minutes after the shooting, Soldier Kidd posted a picture of himself on his
Snapchat story holding a Glock 19, the alleged murder weapon. The picture placed
him just eight minutes away from the crime scene. But these clues seem way
too obvious. No murderer is that transparent after killing someone. Immediately
after X’s “death,” Soldier conveniently transformed from an unknown artist to a
trending name in the rap game. Similarly, X’s following grew substantially. This
move beneﬁts both artists if our theory is correct. Indeed, XXXTentacion is most
likely not XXXtinct.

publish this article, multiple others we never spoke to responded. We theorize this
results from confusion between the hive mind and the other members.
Who is this mysterious leader of the hive, you ask? Current evidence points
to Tyler as the head, although further research is necessary to prove this theory.
One example professionals point to is the volleyball ﬁasco. In this instance, an
anonymous witness describes how once, at a game, all of Cloud Gang arrived except
Tyler. They were reported to be acting disorganized and confused—one even fell
down the bleachers. However, after Tyler arrived, the whole group fell into order
and returned to normal. A counter theory is that Ryan is the true head. Rumors
inside and out of Cloud Gang claim Tyler serves only as a cover for Ryan, the true
leader; the obvious assumption is Tyler, so the plan would be ingenious. As stated
previously, the truth is yet to be uncovered.
Curious? Absolutely. Unnatural? Assuredly. Research is ongoing and
diﬃcult, but the truth is out there. We encourage all to delve into this issue for the
betterment of Westmont society and the pursuit of truth.

By Emma Cline and Sara Prough
Follow the windy road barely tucked away into the Almaden Quicksilver County Park and you’ll ﬁnd a
little bit more than local folklore. From a posse of albino cannibals to a haunted mansion, the ten-mile stretch fosters
several horror myths known across the country. According to personal accounts and published blogs, the “albino
community” consists of small trailer homes, or “creepy huts” as some put it, at the end of an oﬀshoot of Hicks.
Rumored to be abnormally pale, these natives are apparently hostile to visitors, and some recounts even say the
inhabitants are violent. Although our personal experiences have been fruitless in discovering the occupants of Hicks
Road, the vibes emitting from this infamous spot were deﬁnitely spooky. Rusty, abandoned cars litter the poorly lit
gravel road, and sketchy old houses and barns populate the parallel neighborhoods. Although no people were seen on
our short visit, Santiago Musgrove recounts a recurring yell, echoing down the road. The rumored white mansion,
where two toddlers who have been said to have drowned in the creek in front of the house many years ago and
haunt their ignorant parents, can be found further up along the road. Just from a drive cut short by our own fears, we
haven’t determined if the horror of Hicks Road is just local hype. Believe what you will, or experience it yourself,
just know that Hicks Road is no joy ride.
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By Grace Rodhouse
While the movie starring Will Smith portrays a silly, alien chasing a version of the men in
black, the real men in black remain shrouded in mystery. While the legitamacy of the earliest recorded
encounter with these beings is still a topic of debate, later encounters match the bizarreness of the
original. In 1947, Howard Dahl saw six “donut-shaped” objects in the sky above a lake, and several days
later, mysterious ﬁgures appeared on his doorstep warning him not to talk about what he saw. Since then, countless reports of similar
experiences where individuals who’ve claimed to see UFOs are subsequently visited by these mysterious men. The men are often
described as wearing a black tie and suit, with no hair or eyebrows, and they have an extremely pale, almost inhuman complexion.
Some refer to themselves as numbers and present cards with a symbol in the corner and the word “security” typed in the middle. These
strange agents also come with strange events: a coin disappearing into thin air in the palm of a man’s hand, a strange ﬁgure showing
up in an innocent photo with a connection to missiles, and profound knowledge of unreported UFO sightings. Do these men work
for the government? Why do they appear so unreal? Will they show up at my door after this article? We may never know for sure...
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By Katie DaQuino
From catchy songs to heartwarming love stories, Disney
movies have plenty of light-hearted and fun moments; after all, their
primary audience is young children. Despite this, Disney does not shy
away from introducing darker topics into their ﬁlms. Here are a few of
the many dark disney moments.
1. In The Incredibles, the government forces the
superheroes to go into hiding following an incident which
lead to disastrous lawsuits. What was this incident? Mr.
Incredible saved a man who was attempting to commit
suicide. This seems like a pretty morbid way to open a movie
aimed at such a young audience.

2. For a movie which begins with animals frolicking through
the forest, Bambi soon takes a dark turn, as Bambi’s mother
is killed by a hunter. The rest of the movie focuses on Bambi
struggling with the grief of losing a parent, a diﬃcult topic for
any young child to digest.
3. The ﬁrst Disney princess movie, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,
is a story about a queen who attempts to have her stepdaughter
murdered. While it ends with a happily ever after, like most Disney
movies, the evil queen nearly succeeds, tricking Snow White into
eating the poison apple. This storyline becomes even more horrifying
when you realize Snow White was just 14 years old.

By Julia Ocher
I’m pretty sure that no one thinks of Disney as dark, right? Disney is all fun and giggles—cartoon characters bursting out
randomly into musical numbers and princesses falling for handsome princes. When you hear the word “Disney,” you deﬁnitely don’t
think about scary, morbid stuﬀ. I, too, was blissfully unaware until I found some of these horrifying facts. Warning: Read at your own
childhood peril!
● Walt Disney didn’t allow women to be animators, claiming, “Women do not do creative work.”
● Disney received an Oscar for a short animated short about Donald Duck becoming a Nazi. The main purpose behind this weird project was actually
to sell war bonds. Thank goodness the whole ordeal was just a nightmare, and Donald wakes up as a happy American.
● At least 35 Disney World employees since 2006 have been arrested and accused of sex crimes involving children, trying to meet a minor for sex, or for
possession of child pornography.
● Legend has it that the constant deaths of Disney characters’ parents originates from the man himself, Walt Disney, after he bought a house for his mom and
dad to move into. The furnace of the new house leaked and it aﬀected both of his parents, resulting in his mother’s death. Stories suggest that the grief and
guilt of his mother’s death bled into his work and somehow became a trend that continues to this day.
● The story of Quasimodo goes a little diﬀerently than the fun, uplifting movie, for not only does Quasimodo fail to save Esmeralda’s life, but he’s actually
the one to give her to the authorities. He watches her as she’s hanging, and later goes to her grave, where he eventually starves to death.
● It wasn’t a kiss that woke up Aurora in Sleeping Beauty; it was the birth of her twin children. In the original version of the classic story, the prince does
not kiss her; instead, he gets Aurora pregnant and leaves because he’s married. Aurora comes to the prince’s palace and almost gets killed by his wife.
Fortunately for Aurora, the king stops the attempted murder and gives his permission for the rapist prince to marry Aurora.
● There’s a big chance that you have never seen a Disney movie called Song of the South, which is a 1946 Disney live-action animated hybrid movie. Song of
the South follows a former slave, Uncle Remus, who now tells stories to a young boy named Johnny. The movie was very controversial and received a lot
of bad press because it was oﬀensive to African-Americans, so Disney tried to distance itself from the movie. They never released it on home video, which
is unusual for Disney, and it hasn’t aired on TV ever since.

•

By Grace Rodhouse
Disney parks continually bring joy to children and adults of all ages. While nearly 99% of visitors enjoy their time (and come out
alive), a small unlucky group has died at Disneyland. Their stories are rarely talked about, especially at the parks, yet these people’s
last moments occurred in the Happiest Place on Earth. This is just a small list of deaths that have occured in the park:
Mark Maples—In 1964, this 15-year-old became injured and died three days after standing up in the Matterhorn ride and falling
•
out of the cart.
• Dolly Young—The Matterhorn strikes again in 1984, 20 years after Maples’ death, when Dolly Young died after being thrown
from her bobsled and was struck by an oncoming one. Since she was a solo rider, it was never known whether she unfastened the
seat herself, or it malfunctioned.
• Stage Technician—On April 22, 2003, a stage technician fell from the catwalk in the Hyperion Heights theatre. After the 60 foot
fall, the employee presumably fell into a coma and died a month later.
Unknown Cast Member—In 2016, an unnamed cast member, who performed maintenance on the Phantom Manor in Frontierland, was electrocuted and
died. The ride closed while the death was under investigation.

By Arohi Gadagkar
Disneyland: the happiest place on Earth! Or is it? Unfortunately, I’m
going to have to take that piece of information, rip it to shreds, and scatter it around
the park. This is exactly what the woman in the Disneyland security videos who
scattered ashes at the Pirates of the Caribbean attraction did. Though this may seem
absurd and quite creepy, according to sources interviewed in Los Angeles, the act of
scattering human remains has been a tradition since the Haunted Mansion appeared
in the 1990s. A tourist claims to have witnessed another woman dumping ashes

By Melina Mahood
After dying from lung cancer, many people
believed that Walt Disney had his head cryogenically
frozen, as he wanted to be cloned or revived when science
made it possible. Due his public funeral, conspiracists
jumped at the fact that they never saw Disney buried or
cremated. Nobody knows for sure where his remains are
today, but the tea sure is juicy on this urban legend.

from an urn right outside this attraction. Some bloggers invested in the notion
that people scatter ashes of loved ones in Disneyland bring up the fact that the
whimsical, child-friendly ride, It’s A Small World, has no security cameras;
they believe that most of the ashes in Disneyland are actually surrounding
Small World, since people want their loved ones to rest in the happiest and most
youthful place on Earth. So next time you visit Disneyland, I really hope the
thought, “Who am I stepping on?” doesn’t cross your mind.
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By Kelsea Dizon and Aditya Kulashekar
One of the biggest stories in music over the last few months
has been the ongoing beef between Nicki Minaj and Cardi B; the
two rappers have captivated the rap world with continuous jabs and
personal attacks against each other. The 35-year-old Nicki Minaj
has become one of the most respected and iconic ﬁgures in the hip
hop community for the last decade. On the other hand, 25-year-old
Cardi B has released music only for the past few years; her hit song
“Bodak Yellow” in 2017 propelled her to the top of the rap game and
made her one of the most recognizable faces in the past year.
In 2017, Nicki Minaj was accused of liking an Instagram
comment that dismissed one of Cardi B’s rap verses as “dumb
a** bars” which later struck controversy between the two female
rappers. Although Nicki claimed that her liking the comment was
fake and photoshopped, Cardi seemed to not believe Nicki and
continued to hold a grudge. However, Nicki decided to handle the
situation maturely and congratulated Cardi on her record-breaking

song “Bodak Yellow” through Twitter. By the following year, Nicki and Cardi
collaborated on a song called “MotorSport” with rap group Migos. After the song
came out, Cardi dissed Nicki in an interview, portraying her as a bad person. In
response, Nicki stated that she had “never seen [Cardi] show [Nicki] genuine love in
an interview.” When meeting again at the 2018 Met Gala, the two rappers opted to
let bygones be bygones which lasted up until the Harper’s Bazaar ICONS party in
September 2018. Cardi confronted Nicki by shouting profanities and throwing her
shoe at the 35-year-old rapper; Nicki’s friend punched Cardi in the face, leaving a
welt on Cardi’s left eyebrow. Later, Cardi claimed that Nicki had liked yet another
comment about Cardi’s child, Kulture, and her bad parenting.
The feud has divided many fans of the rappers; a random Instagram poll
found that out of 265 people, 58% support Cardi, while 42% stand behind Nicki.
Some claim that Cardi acted appropriately because Nicki made “personal attacks”
against her child and music. Others state Nicki’s maturity and calmness about the
situation puts her in the right. With fans’ propensity to fuel beef, there is no end in
sight for monstrosities, like ﬂying shoes.

By Bereket Kebede
Last month, I watched the Netﬂix original movie, To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before. Then, I watched it two more
times because it was just that great. The main love interest, Noah Centineo, announced that he’d be starring in
another Netﬂix romcom; of course, I had high expectations for the movie. After watching the entire movie,
however, I was disappointed to say the least. Long story short, the plot is about catﬁshing a boy. First of
all, not only is that extremely inappropriate and disrespectful, it’s completely disgusting. Halfway
through the movie, Sierra and her friend Veronica orchestrated this whole thing where Sierra kisses
Jamey, the boy being catﬁshed, thinking it is Veronica. Not only is this downright creepy, but Jamey
did not consent to this kiss. Overall, there are many other issues with this movie, such as mocking
a disability, poking fun at the LGBT community, and so much more. I wouldn’t recommend this
movie to anyone because it is so cringey, and the entire plot is just awkward.

By Savannah Yee
Netﬂix has brought some fantastic TV shows, like Stranger
Things, Grace and Frankie, and House of Cards. Deﬁnitely add Atypical
to that list because it quite possibly surpasses them all. Atypical follows the
life of Sam Gardner, an eighteen year old on the autistic spectrum. With a
penguin obsession and a crazy family, Sam attempts to navigate his senior
year of high school and the confusing world of romance. Receiving advice
from his best friend Zahid and his younger sister Casey, Sam learns how
to deal with a multitude of problems anyone without the added challenge
of autism would struggle with. A combination of family turmoil, girl
drama, Sam’s struggle, and much more, Atypical is a beautifully written
and executed show. Head to Netﬂix right away
because season one and two are available!
They are the perfect mix of comedy, drama,
and emotion for a TV binge!
Olivia Ocher
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By Stephanie Lau
Making its debut in August, Crazy Rich Asians undeniably broke
unbelievable box oﬃce records. As the ﬁrst modern ﬁlm in 25 years to feature an
all-Asian cast, this project seemed like a risky bet to the majority of Hollywood.
To their surprise, director Jon M. Chu successfully represented both Asian culture
and Asian celebrities through his $30 million movie.
Constance Wu, who acts as the female lead, Rachel Chu, found immense
importance in breaking stereotypical roles in American movies; best-selling author
Kevin Kwan also found the need to introduce Asian culture aside from the comedic
stereotypes actors expect to be given. Luckily, Crazy Rich Asians did just that. A
diverse audience can swoon over Henry Golding, laugh at Awkwaﬁna’s jokes, or
cringe at Nico Santos’ pickup lines. After the movie’s breathtaking triumph, many
underrated actors and actresses continue to accept new roles in other upcoming
ﬁlms. Gemma Chan will play the antagonist in Captain Marvel,, while Golding can
be found in A Simple Favor.
Moreover, this romantic comedy has
the capability to revive the romantic comedy
craze that has been missing for the past few
years. Considering it’s an Asian ﬁlm
popular in America, many can ﬁnally
recognize the incredible talents Asian
actors and actresses have to oﬀer.
Hopefully, Hollywood and the ﬁlm
industry will consider this movie
as a precedent and continue
to feature minorities better in
their following projects. So if
you haven’t joined in on the
rage, go watch Crazy Rich
Asians: it’s crazy good.
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By Kelsea Dizon
At just 14 years old, Billie Eilish Pirate Baird O’Connell released her single debut “Ocean Eyes”
that went viral and has accumulated over 126 million streams on Spotify. To follow, she would later
produce another hit song called “bellyache” and her very ﬁrst album dont smile at me at age 15. By 16,
she will have collaborated with big name artists like Khalid and Vince Staples, and her song “lovely”
would appear on the famous Netﬂix series 13 Reasons Why.. Her success has earned her titles of “Pop’s
Most Impressive 15-Year-Old” and “Pop’s Terrifying 15-Year-Old Prodigy.”
Following her older brother, Finneas O’Connell, Eilish set oﬀ to write her own lyrics and
began singing them at 11 years old. Eilish recorded her music with the help of Finneas; the
combination of her age and beautiful voice caught the attention of the Soundcloud
community in 2016 and now has captivated the rest of the world. To stray
from the status-quo of focusing mainly on melody and beat, she puts a lot
of attention and emphasis on her eerily-beautiful lyrics. Her songs vary in
strange topics, ranging from romance to viewpoints of serial killers. She
continues to produce music, each of which are completely diﬀerent and
unique from the last. Eilish will soon release her debut album, expected to
come out this year, that will undoubtedly shock the music industry once
again.
By Erin Campbell and Annie Vertin
If you haven’t listened to twenty one pilots’ new album yet, it’s time to set your priorities straight. Please, stop what you’re doing, prepare yourself
for greatness, and start listening to Trench, the newest masterpiece created by Tyler Joseph and Josh Dun. After three years without new music and a year
of silence on social media, millions of fans eagerly anticipated the release of this new album. Luckily, the excruciatingly painful wait is over, and Trench
doesn’t disappoint. With 14 unique songs, this album is sure to impress and captivate any listener. Since we love the intriguing storylines, complex lyrics,
and distinct themes of each song, it’s diﬃcult to choose highlights from the album; however, some of our personal favorites include “My Blood,” “Chlorine,”
and “Pet Cheetah.”
Along with beautiful melodies and instruments, each song contains lyrics that contribute to the bigger story that spans throughout the album. In
their last album, Tyler and Josh told the story of Blurryface, a personiﬁed representation of insecurity; in Trench, tracks like “Nico and the Niners” and
“Morph” continue Blurryface’s narrative through Nico, a character who is Blurryface in real life. In addition, the album tells the story of Trench, which is a
place—rather than a person—that still ﬁnds its explanation in the lyrics. “Trench is a world and at the bottom of the world is a city called Dema,” describes
Tyler. He further reveals how he feels the need to escape Dema, and in this way, Trench discusses “some of those emotions that some people come to feel
as they travel through their own journey.” Clearly, twenty one pilots’ newest album has many amazing songs, so what are you waiting for? It’s time for you
to experience Trench for yourself.

By Meliea Chiu and Olivia Ocher
BTS, the phenomenally popular Korean boy band, made its Northern California headlining debut on Wednesday, September 12th, in Oakland. We’ve been
fans for about two years now, so we obviously jumped at the chance to see the group in its North American “Love Yourself” Tour. The sold-out concert took place at
the Oracle Arena, where the ear-piercing screams of 12,000 fans ﬁlled the air.
Many devoted fans, known as the ARMY, had camped out on the surrounding Oakland Coliseum complex since Monday, two days prior to the concert. We
attended the concert with two other BTS fanatics: seniors Sheyna Rongong and Julie Yang. We only arrived at the stadium about an hour before the show, and the
lines still stretched through the parking lot. When we made our way inside the Oracle Arena, the exhilaration ﬁnally hit us. The crowd started shouting during the
music videos prior to the show and continued to show its approval at full blast through the performance that lasted more than two hours. You could feel the electricity
in the air! Everyone in the arena was ﬁlled with excitement and anticipation, waiting for the group to appear. Finally, amid streamers, confetti, and ﬁreworks, the
seven boys rose to
the stage. Although we had seats in diﬀerent sections, we both had an amazing view of the stage. When they performed on
the extended stage, they were even closer, and we have high quality pictures to prove that.
The seven boys must have a strict CD diet because BTS sounded exactly
like their tracks. Opening with their recent title track, “Idol,” BTS performed songs from their new
“Love Yourself” albums and old ARMY favorites such as “Fire” and “Baepsae.” Additionally, all
the members received a solo stage that showcased their individual personalities with introductions
like the seductive, dark “Singularity” and nostalgic, playful “Euphoria.” The boys ﬁnished with
a confetti ﬁlled conclusion through the famous “Mic Drop: Steve Aoki Remix” and “Answer:
Love Myself” as the perfect outros for fans to remember.
After the concert (and even now), we still couldn’t believe we were actually able to make it
and see them perform live. As they live in South Korea, we know that they won’t be returning
anytime soon, other than occasionally showing up on Ellen or on The Tonight Show in Los
Angeles. Once this realization hit us, the sadness began to set in: we started to realize that we’ll
never experience it again and that all the photos and videos in the world can never capture the
beautiful moment we experienced. 9 out of 10 crooked Kim Seokjin ﬁngers for the post-concert
depression.

s:
By Bereket Kebede
Arctic Monkeys: Oct. 20 (Bill Graham Civic Auditorium)
Billie Eilish: Oct. 20 (Fox Theater)
Noah Cyrus: Oct. 20 (August Hall)
Christina Aguilera: Oct. 22 (Paramount Theater)
Drake and Migos: Oct 26, 27, & 29 (Oracle Arena)
SOB x RBE: Oct 31 (Warﬁeld)
Troye Sivan: Nov. 1 (The Masonic)
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By Alexis Weisend
In an age of student loans and jobs which require degrees, high school students anxiously await
impending ﬁnancial debt. According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), the U.S. spends more on college than any other country. Spending an average of $30,000 per
student annually, U.S. residents pay nearly double the tuition of colleges in other developed countries. Some
blame Americans’ glamorous college lifestyle: high-quality dormitories, luxurious activities like climbing walls
and paintball, fancy dining halls, and big college sports like football. Indeed, U.S. ranks highest for student welfare services,
paying thrice over the student welfare expenses of the average developed nation. However, if ancillary costs were eliminated
from college costs, the U.S. would still pay more than its fellow countries. Data from the OECD suggests that staﬀ and
faculty salaries are the culprits of this ﬁnancial deﬁcit. On average, $23,000 of each student’s $30,000 annual disbursement
goes to paying salaries. Economists argue the rising wages of college faculty is attributed to “cost disease,” which ensures
that services which cannot be cheapened with the advancement of technology will always rise in price. Additionally, as
professors are degree-qualiﬁed individuals, their salaries have risen much higher in comparison to low-skilled jobs.
However, the wages of doctors, dentists, and lawyers have grown at a similar rate to professors’. So, the problem may not
be with the American college system, but the rapid growth of American private industries.

By Hannah Liang
International travel may not be for everyone (I get it, jet lag sucks), but for those adventure-seekers who ﬁnd delight in living in a foreign land or hearing
the sounds of a diﬀerent language, studying abroad might just be for you. Unfortunately, the most coveted destinations tend to also be the most costly. According
to several lists, the top three most popular countries for American students to study in are the United Kingdom, Italy, and Spain. The average English student’s
weekly expenses are set at approximately $370, whereas spending an entire semester in London, Italy, or Spain costs around $6,000 to $7,000. On the other
hand, the Nordic countries—including Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Finland—tend to be the most aﬀordable. Attending a university in Norway is nearly free
of charge for any student, with only a relatively low-priced semester fee around $37 to $64 required. Denmark, Sweden, and Finland do not oﬀer the same free
opportunities for foreign students as Norway, but working toward a PhD in these countries is covered for you. While Western Europe remains a student favorite,
Taiwan, China, and other East Asian nations also oﬀer fair deals for foreigners, with undergraduate students at National Taiwan University paying only $3,400 to
$4,200. So if you’re planning to spend a few seasons abroad, you could always turn towards the road less-travelled for a more reasonable experience.

By Arohi Gadagkar
Ivy League schools admit nearly half their incoming classes
through early decision. Northwestern has an early decision acceptance rate
of 26%, while its overall acceptance rate is half that. Vanderbilt admits 23%
of applicants who apply early, when the regular decision rate is just over
10%. With those numbers, it makes sense to apply early decision, so why
doesn’t everybody?
Applying early decision is binding. If you get in, you have
to enroll, regardless of the circumstances. The problem is, ﬁnancial aid
packages do not come through until regular decision results are released
months later. Low-income families cannot aﬀord to make the gamble,
which is what the college application process has become today: a rigged
system in which wealth is valued over merit. Equally viable candidates in
a low income household are marginalized in comparison to their wealthy
competition. If these students decide to take a risk and hope for a positive
outcome but don’t receive the ﬁnancial aid they had hoped for, they either
fall into an inescapable pit of student debt or are forced to rescind their
application, which ultimately places them on a college “blacklist,” meaning
that other schools will be notiﬁed of the situation and acceptances can be
revoked. While top tier colleges promote diversity and equal opportunity,
the truth is, the college application process favors the wealthy, as they can
aﬀord to apply early and reap the beneﬁts that the qualiﬁed students with
low income families cannot.

By Grace Rodhouse
Total college costs are based oﬀ of the sum of the
college’s tuition, fees, room and board, and other various
living costs. Keep in mind these numbers are a baseline for
a traditional four-years at college with no aid of scholarships
(commonly known as the “sticker price”). Variations to these
can include whether or not you live on campus, impacted
schools whose average of years may have increased, or
scholarship money earned. Also, the cost of living in California
is second highest in the nation.
Total Cost For a UC: $35,300
San Jose State University: $28,166
CSU Los Angeles: $24,846
CSU Chico: $29,304
Out-of-State (with no scholarship or aid):
University of Alabama: $43,432
Texas A&M: $56,214
University of Florida: $42,348
University of Arkansas: $40,162
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By William Caraccio
When it comes to the American medical system, wealth trumps
merit. Due to the egregiously expensive tuition for all top medical schools
in this country, only those who have the ability to pay exorbitant amounts of
money can beneﬁt from the perks of higher learning. Those who choose to
follow their passion even if they are not ﬁnancially able, rack up hundreds of
thousands of dollars in debt; sadly, that is the cost for education. According
to the Student Debt Relief Association, “By 2016, the average medical school
debt was up to $190,000 a year.”
Do not despair, for there still is hope. On August 2, 2018, New York
University announced that they would be oﬀering free tuition for all incoming
medical students as well as existing ones. This plan, which was announced at
the end of the White Coat Ceremony for incoming freshmen, will be enacted
immediately and will completely cover the price of tuition for all current and
future students. According to The New York Times, NYU has said that it has
already raised “more than $450 million of the $600 million that it anticipates
will be necessary to ﬁnance the tuition plan.” This unexpected initiative is
aimed to lighten crushing debt that medical students must carry after medical
school.
NYU has taken the ﬁrst step in amending the broken American
education system. Let’s hope that others follow in their footsteps, so that
ﬁnally, dedication can trump wealth.

By Annie Vertin
In the U.S., over half of
the population identiﬁes itself
as middle class, but what does
“middle class” really entail?
According to the Pew Research
Center, the income of middle
class individuals runs anywhere
from $42,000 to $125,000, but
this number varies depending on
where you live and your household.
Due to numerous contributing factors,
distinctions form between the upper
and lower middle class. Although these distinctions might seem
inconsequential to some, for many families sending their children to
college, they can make all the diﬀerence between generous ﬁnancial aid
and none at all.
Often, low-income students receive ﬁnancial aid through
the Pell Grant, a subsidy oﬀered by the federal government. While
there is no set income that establishes a student’s eligibility for the
Pell Grant, most of these grants are provided to families who make
less than $50,000. This is where the problem arises. Unfortunately,
students from an income band ranging from $50,000 to $100,000—just
above the Pell Grant cutoﬀ—do not qualify for as much ﬁnancial aid;
without this much-needed assistance, students struggle to pay for their
college education. “They are getting squeezed on both ends because
they barely miss Pell Grants and they are not the types of students
getting grants from colleges themselves,” explains Robert Kelchen, an
assistant professor of higher education at Seton Hall University and an
expert on student aid. For years, merit aid has helped students through
college, but as college tuition continue to grow, the middle class faces a
problem: if these students cannot pay for their children, then who will?

By Anna Hanuska
Everyone wants to go to college. High school students
slave long and hard, studying for the SAT and AP tests, but
unfortunately many will be denied acceptance to the college
of their choice. Why? Because of something called impaction.
Impaction is when a college or major receives more eligible
applicants than they can accept. Impaction aﬀects not only
college campus’ but also majors and speciﬁc programs within
that college. For instance, it is easier to get into most UCs as
a French major than as an Engineering major. Additionally,
impaction hurts students already in college because on
impacted campuses, students may have diﬃculty getting into
classes they need. They also may miss out on internships
and other opportunities because of high competition. When
a student cannot take all the necessary classes, it may take
longer to graduate, as they have to wait for classes to be
available. The longer students take to graduate, the more
loans they accumulate, and the longer these students remain in
debt. Impaction not only kills the dreams of new high school
graduates but also the ﬁnancial stability of future college
graduates.

By Bella Aharonian
• According to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York,
York
the amount of outstanding student loan debt balances as
of December 31, 2016 is $1.31 trillion.
• The total amount of student loans increase $2,667.20
per second.
• The ranking of Student loan debts rank number two
in quantity compared to other types of consumer debt,
second only to mortgages, which make up 67% as
opposed to the 10% made up by student loans.
• 70% of students graduate college with debt.
• Only 37% of borrowers are actually repaying their
student debt.
• The average cost of college for the 2017-2018 school
year, by type of school:
o Four-year public institutions for students
enrolled in state: $9,970
o Four-year private institutions: $35,260
o Two-year public institutions for students
enrolled in state: $3,570
o For-proﬁt institutions: $16,000
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By Sara Prough
Let’s say you go on a date tonight. It’s with the person you’ve always dreamed
of being with, and you ﬁnally made plans to go grab food together after weeks of
talking. The only problem is that you’re both broke, and the most money you can
scrape togvether is ﬁve dollars. After driving around endlessly, suddenly in the
distance you see a glowing yellow light. Looking closer, you can’t help but
stare at the golden arches and realivze you have enough money to get food
at McDonald’s, perfect for a cheap date. Their McChickens will make your
mouth water, and the McNuggets will bless your tastebuds. Any person
who thinks McDonald’s isn’t good enough for a date isn’t good enough for
you. You can get ﬁve things oﬀ the dollar menu or get a two-for-ﬁve deal
and mix and match the foods you want. There are so many options to choose
from, even if you only have ﬁve dollars. Honestly, McDonald’s is the perfect
date if you don’t have money.

By Grace Rodhouse
Who knew ﬁnding a date spot could be as easy as ﬂipping a penny? A little trick I’ve seen
on the Internet recently involves either driving or walking with a penny. First, have the other person
choose a random number (hopefully it’s not over 100, especially if you plan to walk) and then start
to drive or walk. When you come to an intersection, ﬂip the coin to determine whether you
turn right or left; heads equals right and tails equals left, or vice versa. Eventually, you’ll
reach the number chosen at the beginning. Look around you and make a date out of what
you ﬁnd! Some places might prove more challenging than others, but that’s what will
make the time even more fun.

By Julian Benesch
As a high school student without a job, I operate on a limited budget. My date nights,
limited to the ﬁve dollars in my pocket, make it hard to ﬁnd restaurants I can aﬀord. However,
when posed with this dilemma, I rely on my trusty friend, In-N-Out. My date and I can get two
great-tasting hamburgers for ﬁve dollars with some change to spare. In-N-Out never fails to
impress couples with their superior service, fresh food, and dynamic atmosphere. I can think of
no better place to spend my night as my date and I sit in the white booths, talking and laughing
with our fellow dinners. Fellas, always remember, when in doubt, choose In-N-Out.
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By Izzy Alduino and Kate Lincoln
Looking for a high-quality, low-cost date? Try a picnic! This underrated date-night idea is the perfect combination
of simple, sweet, and classy, all in the budget range of your liking (under $5). For your splendid menu, homemade turkey
sandwiches with all the works (lettuce, tomatoes, cheese), some chips, and a drink; for your entertainment, lounging
on a blanket socializing. If simply talking doesn’t fulﬁll your entertainment expectations, perhaps you would interest in
playing board or card games, throwing a Frisbee or ball, or going on a night picnic and stargazing. For an added bonus,
try doubling the fun of this experience by inviting another couple for a fun-ﬁlled double date! So whether you go just as
two or in a group, grab your basket and blanket, pick a park, and go enjoy a lovely, cost-friendly picnic!
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By Hana Tobias
Libra: Although you might not appreciate
the scary aspect of Halloween, you’re always happy
to spend time with your friends carving pumpkins.
Scorpio: You look forward to scaring your friends with elaborate
pranks.
Sagittarius: Enthusiastically, you will glance the pumpkins at every house
you see.
Capricorn: When October arrives, you always look forward to decorating your
house and baking Halloween-themed treats.
Aquarius: Your creative Halloween costume will terrify everyone you encounter.
Pisces: Don’t worry if Halloween makes you feel uncomfortable; focus on having a
relaxing night.
Aries: Are you afraid of anything? To test your bravery, you should seek out the most
terrifying haunted house available.
Taurus: On Halloween and during the following days, you will eat an excessive
amount of candy.
Gemini: Feeling adventurous, you should seek out graveyards to explore at night.
Cancer: Due to your artistic skill, you should buy several pumpkins to carve.
Leo: You have the perfect Halloween costume picked out, and you can’t wait
to show it oﬀ!
Virgo: If you don’t want to trick-or-treat or attend a party on Halloween,
ﬁnd someone who will watch horror movies with you.
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Singer Charlie Puth and senior Oscar Waterman.

Senior Ben Nikitin and freshman Jonathan Sherry.
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By Kameron Madson and Melina Mahood

nd

Milo from Atlantis and junior Soﬁa Jorgenson.

By Kameron Madson
Use the ﬁrst letter of your name to ﬁnd your frat boy name and what it says
about you.
A: Adam: painfully average-looking; wanted to go to Yale but didn’t get in.
B: Brad: surfs before classes; best friends with Chad; refers to everyone as
“bro.”
C: Chad: only best friends with Brad because their names rhyme.
D: Dylan: the captain of every intramural team; does not lose.
E: Chase: probably going to take over his father’s law ﬁrm after college.
F: Luke: the chapter treasurer because it looks good on applications and his
parents made him.
G: Logan: his hat is always facing backwards
H: Matt: very into generic stand-up comedians.
I: Caleb: secretly writes poetry about his ex-girlfriend.
J: Travis: very tall.
K: Collin: very into The Lord of the Rings and probably knows all the capitals
of European countries.
L: Brendon: taller than Travis.
M: Spencer: doesn’t go to any parties, but is still everyone’s friend.
N: Chris: very short.

O: William: extremely conﬁdent; refuses to be called Will; 43rd in line for
the throne.
P: Josh: has a new girl every week.
Q: Nick: highest g.p.a. in his fraternity; still in love with his girlfriend from
7th grade.
R: Connor: top scorer on FIFA 19; terrible at soccer in real life.
S: Tony: secretly majoring in musical theater.
T: Ryan: nicer than most of his brothers.
U: Chaz: probably has his name tattooed somewhere on his body.
V: Brodie: gave himself the nickname ‘The Brodester”; nobody else calls
him that.
W: Trevor: feels naked without his sweater
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X: Austin: wanted to go to University of
Texas, Austin because it is “named after him.”
Y: Kevin: “that guy.”
Z: Brady: looks more like a surfer than a frat
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boy.
Kim
Sechen
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By Chloe Clegg
Although the Warriors lost eight seniors last season, the team’s 9-1 record demonstrates
the incredible work ethic and determination of every player, old and new. Currently, the girls
volleyball team is ranked second in the league, and they look forward to crushing the rest of the
season, hopefully continuing their success in CCS. Senior captain Melina Mahood states, “Our
defense dominates, which allows our oﬀense to take quality swings and set us apart from other
teams. We deﬁnitely have a chance at the league title.” Also positively, senior captain Marlena
Zimmerman speaks fondly of the team chemistry, stating, “This team is the funniest, weirdest
group of people in my four years on the team, and I’m so glad that my last year was deﬁnitely the
most fun; it’s a great way to end my volleyball career.” Come out and support the seniors during
senior night on October 18 versus Branham at 7 p.m. in the Westmont gym!

Photo of Emma Cline provided by Anh-Dao Nguyen-Church.

By Katie DaQuino
Now halfway through the season, the Westmont ﬁeld hockey team is working
hard! With a record of 5-3-2, the team has faced oﬀ against their toughest opponents and
played two games into the grueling seven-on-seven overtimes.
Junior Emily Espina loves “the team energy,” praising how the team “works
well together.” Senior Audrey Rose admires her teammates for “always giving their all
on the ﬁeld.” The team will continue to play hard and ﬁnish their season strong. Come
support the Warriors ﬁeld hockey team on October 24, at 6 p.m. as they face Willow
Glen for senior night!
Photo of Emily Espina provided by Daniela Sechen.

By Olivia Ocher
As the girls tennis team wraps up the ﬁrst half of the season, they look
forward to the next few weeks. So far, the girls have had a fantastic season with
a record of 8-4. Throughout the fall, the girls demonstrated great tennis skills,
unbelievable teamwork, unifying team spirit, and excellent sportsmanship. Along the
way, there were several highlights including the victory against Leland, a previously
undefeated team. Varsity captain junior Hayley Cheng states, “I love tennis since it’s
great being part of a team, and it’s important to stay positive no matter what.” Come
watch these extremely talented girls dominate at their next match at Evergreen on
Thursday, October 18.
Photo of Patra Lu provided by Kathy Cheng.
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By Makenna Adams and Madi Zanardelli
Kind and charismatic, Kiely Hardy can make anyone smile. Kiely has been
Westmont’s girls cross country and track captain for two years, and has supported each of
her teammates for even longer. Her positivity even extends to her opponents in races; you
will undoubtedly ﬁnd her striking up a conversation and encouraging other teams. Kiely
specializes in long, hilly cross country courses, especially the dreaded Montgomery Hill.
While some athletes crumble in defeat running up the many hills, Kiely zooms by with
incredible form and a smile on her face. Her personal record for the strenuous 3 mile course
is 20:05. Kiely’s extensive and dedicated summer training is sure to pay oﬀ this season---she
is excited to break more records.
Kiely has been a dedicated runner to Westmont, competing in cross country and
track for all four years. When asked why she has been running for so long, Kiely admits
“I run to inspire Garrett MacQuiddy.” Kiely is not only a wonderful teammate but also
a great friend. She is very generous, and loves to bring the team baked goods, bracelets,
birthday cards, and so much more! Thank you Kiely for all that you do!

Photo of Kiely provided by Anh-Doa
Nguyen-Church.

Photo of Larson provided by Malena
Mahood.

Hamilton
Shopping Center
1640 S. Bascom
Ave.
(408) 371-4970
6 a.m. - 5 p.m.

By Melina Mahood
The man. The myth. The legend. The football team was recently blessed with a
ﬁrst year kicker straight oﬀ the varsity soccer team: Larsin Bet Varda. With his ﬁrst sport
being soccer, Larsin possesses all the skills necessary to be a vital addition to the football
team. Scoring 6 points this season already, it is fair to say he has made his fair share of
contributions for the Warriors.
The football team loves Larsin for his positivity and comedic demenior that guide
the team through their fair share of successes during the season. A self proclaimed “memer,”
he always has the funniest and most unique things to share with his group of boys when
they are in need of a pick me up. He knows the team “is super young this year,” however, he
believes “if we continue to keep working hard throughout the season, we have a good shot
of making it to CCS.”
Make sure to come support Larsin and the rest of the warriors football team on
Friday, October 19 at Santa Teresa High School, as they continue to progress their 1-5 record.
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By Makenna Adams
Anticipated all year.
Uggs? Everywhere.
Time for Halloween!
Underground, animals rest.
Many pumpkins.
Nights are chilly and cozy.

By Anna Hanuska
Every day in class,
You fall to the ﬂoor with a bang and a crash.
You make my arms really sore,
And I always need help to open the door.
It’s hard to get places, you see,
You make me lose my sense of independency.
But now people are super helpful,
Even if before they barely cared at all.
You give me lots of positive attention,
With your zebra-striped decorations.
When I walk and you hit the ground with a clickety-clack,
I stroll with a conﬁdence I used to lack.
Even though I can’t carry a purse,
You keep my knee pain from getting any worse.
An open letter to crutches:
A blessing and a curse.

By Savannah Yee
Best friends,
Not always human,
Sometimes with a coat of fur,
Or four rhythmic hooves,
Always there for you
With a paw to hold onto,
Or a mane to cry into,
Best friends can come in many
diﬀerent species,
Mine sure do!

By Samantha Lam
A street light glows outside my window
Painting the night sky a gentle yellow.
The cursor blinks merrily at me
As my ﬁngers hover over the keys.
Midnight approaches like a dream.
The street light brightens its steady
gleam.
Standing tall, its quiet light
Shines on all through the night.

By Cassie Kim
Fall is my favorite season.
It is awesome for so many reasons.
As a pumpkin spice Latte hits my lips,
I breath in air that is fresh and crisp.
My friends and l dress up for Halloween.
Trick-or-treating is still fun, even as a teen.
When the night is done,
We all say we had fun.
Fall is my favorite season.
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By Isabelle Alduino
There once was a boy named Ben
Who loved to ﬁght with a pen.
His voice, quiet in nature,
Was loud upon the paper.
With arguments crisp and strong,
He put everyone where they belonged.
The lesson? Don’t mess with Ben,
Otherwise you’ll get the pen.

