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... fostering gold standard partnerships!

Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through
a positive and
safe learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

Our Vision
The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
news-centered publication
produced by the SBCISD
Communications
Department for both district
personnel and the general
community. It highlights
district students, staff,
schools, departments, and
programs. It also serves to
disseminate general
education news.

Congratulations, students!

San Benito High School’s Advanced AV (Audio Visual) Production students, instructed by
teacher Joel Rodriguez, earned a state-level ﬁrst place win with their cybersecurity public
service announcement (PSA) competition entry – “Don’t Get Hooked! Protect Your Identity!”
The student-produced PSA was submitted to the Texas Department of Information
Resources’ statewide competition for Texas high school students in grades 9-12. The SBHS
Advanced AV Production entry won ﬁrst place in the phishing awareness category.
The State of Texas joined the Department of Homeland Security and its partners across the country to
highlight the importance of cybersecurity and online safety in recognition of the October 2018 Cybersecurity
Awareness Month. Students competed in categories, including phishing, social media, mobile devices, and hacking.

A message from Dr. Carman ...

SHARE YOUR NEWS

Thank you, San Benito!

News items for this
publication should be
submitted to the
Communications
Department via electronic
mail to the following:
icgonzalez@sbcisd.net or
webmaster@sbcisd.net.
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Nate Carman, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools

I am proud to announce that San Benito voters approved the $40 million
bond proposal that will allow our district to build a state-of-the-art performing
arts center, an aquatics center, and an indoor multipurpose athletic facility.
On behalf of our district’s Board of Trustees and administrative team, I extend
our most sincere appreciation to the voters of this community for embracing the
district’s vision, goals, and plans. Recognizing the faith placed in district leaders
by our community, we humbly accept the responsibility to continue moving San
Benito CISD toward becoming the ‘GOLD STANDARD’ in all areas of
public education.
I would also like to acknowledge the efforts of bond committee
members, and thank them for their guidance and commitment

throughout the entire process.
During two Town Hall Meetings, the public provided their input on the proposed projects. Various
presentations were also held throughout the district and community, informing voters on the projects
and estimated costs. The district extends a word of appreciation to those community members who
attended these community meetings and provided their valuable insight into the overall process.
Please know that Trustees and district administrators are in the process of planning the next steps for
these projects now that voters have given us the green light.
Here’s to our Gold Standard district!
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Thank you, Mr. Moreno!
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San Benito CISD is taking a proactive
approach in preparing school personnel on
how to stop traumatic bleeding should a
mass-casualty event ever occur close to
home. Instrumental in training school
personnel on potentially lifesaving
techniques is South Texas Emergency Care
supervisor Pedro Moreno – who has served
as the trainer for over 25 Stop the Bleed
sessions for district employees.
The Stop the Bleed campaign helps train
civilian bystanders in bleeding control
principles - including the use of tourniquets
and wound packing.
“Constantly seeking ways to enhance our
crisis response strategies, the district
brought the ‘Stop the Bleed’ campaign to
San Benito schools,” explains Director of
Student Services Ray Saldaña. “Mr. Moreno
has been instrumental in training our
employees.”
During the November board meeting,
Trustees recognized Moreno for his
voluntary commitment to training district
personnel. He is pictured alongside
Saldaña.
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“If everyone
is moving
forward
together, then
success takes
care of itself.”
Henry Ford,
American
Businessman

Keep up
with us ...
on the web!

@sbcisd

@SanBenitoCISD

sanbenito.cisd

KSBG
Programming

Students
sponsoring
“No presents,
just breakfast”
food drive
Recognizing
that breakfast is
the most
important meal
of the day, San
Benito Veterans
Memorial
Academy (VMA)
students in Olga
Reyes’ reading classes are currently holding their third annual “Breakfast Drive!” through Friday, December 21.
All items collected will beneﬁt the San Benito Food Pantry, particularly during the winter months when
donations are scarce.
During the inaugural breakfast drive, a total of 67 items were collected; last year, the number rose to 312.
The goal is to surpass the number of last year’s donations.
According to Reyes, the drive’s biggest supporter continues to be VMA Principal Gilbert Galvan, who
donated 20 boxes of cereal to kick start the ongoing breakfast drive.
Items being collected include dry cereal, oatmeal, granola bars, peanut butter, jelly, canned fruit, canned
juice, pancake mix, and powdered milk. Donations may be dropped off at the VMA main ofﬁce.

San Benito students win
numerous awards
at South Texas Bowling
Tournament
The school district’s Special Services
Department in conjunction with the
Special Olympics Program,
recently held a fun-ﬁlled South
Texas Bowling Tournament at
Creasy’s Bowl in Harlingen.
Rick Tamez, the district’s Special
Olympics Coordinator, said, “Our
coaching staff has done a tremendous job working with our student athletes
during this bowling competition event. Our students will develop self-worth
and improve their self-esteem competing in this area of competition. We are
proud of what they have accomplished.”
Held on two consecutive Mondays, the tournament allowed bowling team
members to participate in one of two age groups. Students from other
districts, including Mercedes, Lyford, Raymondville and surrounding areas, also
participated and earned various medals and awards for their efforts.
The following elementary and middle school students, in the 8 to 15 age
group, earned a variety of awards:
Angela G. Leal Elementary
First Place – Aaron Reyes Barron and Aron Martinez.
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary
Third Place – Nathan Villafranco.
Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy
First Place – Yandel Rosenbaum and Rafael Walle.
Fred Booth Elementary
Second Place – Xavier Izaguirre,
Third Place – Anthony Romero, and
Fourth Place – Gael Constante.
La Paloma Elementary
First Place – Robert Rodriguez and Christina Tamez;
Second Place – Anthony Barrera, Brandon Lee Buitron, and
David Mata.
Sullivan Elementary
First Place – Joe Louis Rodriguez and
Second Place – Shane Sanchez.
Berta Cabaza Middle School
First Place – Selena Carrion, Aiden De Leon, Andy Gonzalez;
Second Place – Eugenio Gonzalez;
Third Place – Javen Alonso, Aaron Vasquez, and Abraham
Villagran.
Miller Jordan Middle School
First Place – Star Escalante and Isabella Ledezma;
Second Place – Andres Escobedo, Brandon Gonzales,
Marisol Hernandez, Manuel Perez;
Fourth Place – Kaitlyn De La Garza; and
Fifth Place – Samuel Acosta.
San Benito Riverside Middle School
Second Place – Nathaniel Martinez,
Third Place – Guadalupe Torres, and
Fifth Place – Sebastian Espinoza.
San Benito High School
First Place – Amairany Cortez, Melvin Manrique, Rudy Segura;
Second Place – Mario Flores and Uriel Gonzalez;
Third Place – Daniel Alvarez and Priscilla Gonzalez.
San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy
First Place – Matthew Pedraza and Juliana Ramirez,
Second Place – Felipe Estrella,
Third Place – Adrian Bravo,
Fourth Place – Ernesto Garcia, and
Fifth Place – Adrian Sanchez.
The tournament continued a week later for athletes in the 16 to 21 age
group category. San Benito High School honorees include:
Gold medal – Daniel Delgado, Victoria Hernandez, Angel Lynn Rodriguez;
Silver medal – Janet Morales, Isela Ramirez;
Bronze medal – Rafael Bustos, Billy Jo Vela, Angel Villagomez; fourth place –
Mark Medrano, and Fernando Rodriguez.
Special Olympics coaches that accompanied the students include Tamez,
Belinda Amaya, Maria Cisneros, Davis Ezell, Ofelia Owens, Cynthia Puente,
Ruben Reza, Eusebio Servantes, Mel Sosa and Jesus Zuñiga.
Committed to the Special Olympics motto, “Let me win, but if I cannot win,
let me be brave in the attempt,” the local Special Olympics Program empowers
special education students to become physically ﬁt, productive, and respected
members of society through sports training and competition.

National Technical Honor Society inducts new members

The Career Technical Education (CTE) Program honored top students and newly-inducted members of the National Technical Honor Society
(NTHS). Newly inducted members for 2018-2019 include Adrian Julian Garcia, Cristal Pesina Garza, Nathan Jacob Gomez, Zaralegui Mireya
Guzman, Ivan Alfonso Hernandez, Alejandra Martinez, Clarissa Iris Menchaca, Kayleigh Victoria Quintero, Elizabeth Sauceda, Claribel Aime
Sotelo, and Jovita Abigail Viveros. Members inducted in 2017-18 include Jayson Bryan Martinez, April Kate Montemayor, Janet Marie
Rasmussen, Abigail Sube Rose, and Zayra Gissell Sigala.
NTHS ofﬁcers for the 2018-2019 academic year, pictured amongst the new inductees, include President Nayeli Ramirez, Vice-President
Matthew Lugo, Secretary Vanessa Muñoz, Treasurer Gerardo Delgado, Historian Mauricio Diaz, Parliamentarian Jaycee Zuñiga, and Student
Council Representatives Aliandra Rocio and Noe Barrientos, Jr.
NTHS sponsors include Paul Hernandez, Diana Zuñiga, Roland Garcia, Maria Isabel Marichalar Solis - San Benito High School Principal, and
Rolando Guerra - CTE Director.

District hosts successful inaugural
wellness awareness walk
Hundreds of community members recently gathered early on a
Saturday morning at Bobby Morrow Stadium for the school
district’s inaugural Wellness Awareness Walk.
The event was designed to empower the community to
embrace active and healthy lifestyles.
“Our ﬁrst annual Wellness Awareness Walk was a tremendous
success! Our challenge was to introduce to our educational
community’s stakeholders to the importance of leading an active
and healthy lifestyle. After all, a healthy community is a vibrant
community,” explained Ray Saldaña, Director of Student Services
for the school district.
The event was a collaborative effort organized by the
Department of Student Services, the Family and Community
Engagement Department, the Athletic Department, the After
School Program, and the Career and Technical Education Program.
During the wellness walk, the district’s Athletic Department and
After School Program hosted fun, physical and motor skill
activities for the youngest participants; the San Benito High
School Conjunto Estrella provided live entertainment; and a
Zumbathon took place on the stadium ﬁeld. Event sponsors –
including several district campuses and departments, civic clubs,
and area businesses and health organizations – provided healthy
snacks, fresh fruit, and water and sports drinks to participants.
There youngest of participants were also able to have their faces
painted with bright colors.
“When we can witness our school district and community
working in unison. We can feel conﬁdent in creating endless
opportunities for our students now and for future generations,
added Saldaña.

... a Thanksgiving
to remember!

San Benito CISD
elementary school
administrators and staff extended a special
invitation for their students’ family members –
such as moms, dads, grandparents, aunts, and
uncles – to enjoy a special Thanksgiving meal
in the company of their children.
Campus and Child Nutrition Program
personnel were instrumental in coordinating
the special event. Districtwide, a total of
2,531 special guests joined the young
students for lunch.

News Briefs & Upcoming Events
Employee Christmas Social to be held on December 18
The San Benito Schools Board of Trustees and Administration cordially invite all district employees to this year’s
Christmas Social on Tuesday, December 18, 2018, from 8:00 AM until 1:00 PM at the John F. Barron
Administration Building, located at 240 N. Crockett Street.
All school district employees are invited to enjoy either breakfast or lunch alongside their colleagues while
enjoying favorite Christmas tunes.

Students to be released early on December 21
EARLY
DISMISSAL

On Friday, December 21, 2018, students will be dismissed early according to the following schedule:
• 12:10 PM – ALL Elementary Schools
• 1:10 PM – Middle Schools (Berta Cabaza, Miller Jordan & San Benito Riverside)
• 1:45 PM – San Benito High School & San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy

Christmas & New Years holiday begins on December 24
The school district will observe the 2018 Christmas / 2019 New Years holiday from Monday, December 24,
2018, through Friday, January 4, 2019. There will be no classes for
students, and the district’s administrative ofﬁces will be closed.
All classes will resume at their regular time on Tuesday, January 8, as
there is a scheduled teacher preparation day (work day for staff) on
Monday, January 7.
The school district’s administrative ofﬁces will reopen at 7:30 AM on
Monday, January 7.

There will be no school on Monday, January 7
There will be no classes for San Benito CISD students on Monday,
January 7, 2019, due to it being a scheduled teacher preparation day
(work day for staff).
All classes will resume at their regular time on Tuesday, January 8.
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The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability,
or age in its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments
of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar
de San Benito no discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal
como lo requieren el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la
Ley de Discriminación por Edad de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

