September 2018

... fostering gold standard partnerships!
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The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through
a positive and
safe learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

AQUATICS Center

Bond Election totaling approximately $40 million proposed by trustees
San Benito school leaders continue with their vision, goals and plans to become the Gold Standard in ALL
areas of public education. In doing so, the Board of Trustees called for a bond election which will be held on
Tuesday, November 6.
The proposed bond election is estimated at approximately $40 million and will include a state-of-the-art
performing arts center, an aquatics center and an indoor multipurpose athletic facility. It’s important to point
out that tax payers will not experience an increase in taxes due to the district paying off one bond this year.
A school bond election is a bond issue by a public school district, typically to ﬁnance a building or project
or other capital project. During the summer months, trustees appointed a Bond Committee comprised of
local residents to recommend proposed projects. Discussions regarding the committee’s recommendations
took place during the Building Committee meeting of Tuesday, August 7. The school board then called for the
bond election during their regular meeting on Tuesday, August. 14.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman said, “They worked very diligently to identify and determine the
future needs of the district. We appreciate the hard work and efforts of the committee members who worked
tirelessly in arriving on the proposed projects which will be included in the 2018 Bond Election.”
The proposed projects include:
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Performing Arts Center

•

A performing arts center creates synergistic opportunities among the extraordinary arts programs of
San Benito Schools and the community at large to come in and use school facilities. It affords the arts
an outlet conducive to producing remarkable performances. From orchestra and classical guitar to
theater and ﬂamenco, this facility will accommodate them all as well as being a gathering place for
the district workforce.

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
news-centered publication
produced by the SBCISD
Communications
Department for both district
personnel and the general
community. It highlights
district students, staff,
schools, departments, and
programs. It also serves to
disseminate general
education news.

Multi-Purpose Sports Facility

•

For an athlete, the biggest draw of an indoor facility is the quality of the playing surfaces and
environment. Athletes won’t be subject to uneven playing surfaces or extreme weather that might
impact their play should they be performing outdoors. A high-quality indoor facility is outright more
appealing to athletes than outdoor complexes. Especially in youth and high school sports, every
athlete wants to feel like a pro. Nothing makes an athlete feel like a pro more than getting to play
indoors on artiﬁcial turf.

SHARE YOUR NEWS

Aquatics Center

•

News items for this
publication should be
submitted to the
Communications
Department via electronic
mail to the following:
clongoria@sbcisd.net or
icgonzalez@sbcisd.net.

An indoor pool opens the door for sports opportunities that can be enjoyed throughout the year,
without worrying about adverse weather conditions. In addition to regular physical education classes,
students can enjoy extracurricular activities such as competitive swimming and water polo. An indoor
swimming pool at the school provides a low-impact alternative to students who may have health
issues and can’t participate in running or other outdoor activities.
School ofﬁcials recently held the ﬁrst of two Town Hall meetings at San Benito Riverside Middle School. The
second will be held at San Benito High School cafeteria on Monday, October 15, at 6:30 PM.
Early voting begins Monday, October 22, and election day is Tuesday, November 6.
For additional bond-related information, please visit the district’s website at www.sbcisd.net and click on the
“Bond 2018” tab (upper right-hand corner of page). The district will provide regular updates via the website.
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A message from Dr. Carman ...
The 2018-2019 school year began with a smooth start, thanks to the efforts of
many district and campus employees who helped make this possible. We are
grateful for your dedication to both our district and most importantly, our students.
We started the school year with a remarkable Back-to-School Convocation
where we heard inspiring speeches from our top district teachers of the year,
Olga Reyes and Priscilla Gonzalez, and from featured keynote speaker, Weston
Kieschnick, renowned author and senior fellow with the International Center for
Nate Carman, Ed.D.
Leadership in Education. His bestselling book, “Bold School: Old School Wisdom
Superintendent of Schools
+ New School Technologies = Blended Learning That Works,” embraces the
approach of combining purposeful technology and old school wisdom to elevate
instruction and enhance learning. Kieschnick shared innovative ideas that can help redeﬁne the district’s
vision for teaching and learning. We intend to do just that this school year – via integrating innovative
technology into the classroom.
The district unveiled new initiatives through the Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy and the Early College
Academy. Principal Elsa Lambert and staff provided a sneak peek just prior to the start of the school year
with the school’s STEAM Night. That campus currently has a student enrollment of 592. The Early College
Academy has an enrollment of 102 students that will earn anywhere from 36-42 college credit hours before
they graduate, allowing for considerable savings in college tuition. During their sophomore year, students
are enrolled in two dual enrollment courses in the fall and two in the spring. This marks the ﬁrst time that the
district provides such opportunities for students. Not only do we have those two initiatives this school year,
but we are excited about future plans in the area of curriculum and instruction. With that in mind, some of
our campuses are already making plans to present and submit proposals to become a “school of choice.”
More news will be forthcoming in the near future!
Already making great progress, our district wants both our students and staff to succeed. Not only are
our students receiving exciting and innovative instruction, but our staff members are dedicated to learning,
too! The district is committed to providing professional growth and staff development opportunities for all
staff members. This school year, all of our staff members are undergoing professional development training
– a signiﬁcant part of which is being completed via an online training service, Frontline. Those full-time
employees having completed the required board-approved training will receive a professional
development stipend of $500. The online training encompasses various sessions related to ﬁrst aid, child
abuse reporting and prevention, bloodborne pathogens, use of deﬁbrillators, bullying prevention, cyber
bullying prevention, ethics for educators, harassment awareness, school violence prevention, and
intervention and suicide prevention. We truly commend our employees for remaining committed to
their professional growth!
Our students are doing an outstanding job in the classroom, and so are our athletes and those
that participate in activities outside the classroom. Our football and volleyball players are providing
some memorable and exciting times for our fans. We congratulate them on their wins! Band
members have been hard at work, providing half-time entertainment and winning awards along the
way as they prepare for a state year. Cheerleaders and drill team members are also experiencing
success in and outside the classroom.
We look forward to experiencing many more successes in the months ahead and are equally
excited about reaching our goal of becoming the GOLD Standard in ALL areas of public education!
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“Education
is the passport
to the future,
for tomorrow
belongs to those
who prepare
for it today.”

Malcolm X

American Activist

Congratulations, staff & students!
TEA announces distinguished schools
Congratulation to the following campuses for having received the
following 2018 state accountability performance distinctions from the
Texas Education Agency:
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary
ê
ê
ê
ê
ê
ê

Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading
Academic Achievement in Mathematics
Academic Achievement in Science
Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth
Top 25 Percent: Comparative Closing the Gaps
Postsecondary Readiness

Ed Downs Elementary
ê
ê
ê
ê
ê

Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading
Academic Achievement in Mathematics
Academic Achievement in Science
Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth
Top 25 Percent: Comparative Closing the Gaps

Congratulations, Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary!
The San Benito Schools Board of Trustees recently recognized the
eleven campuses having earned performance distinctions from
the Texas Education Agency. Dr. Cash Elementary received 6 of 6
distinctions. Principal Dilia Cornett, far right, stands amongst
trustees and campus colleagues. Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary was
also honored for being named “Best Elementary School” via the
Valley Morning Star’s Reader’s Choice Awards.

Rangerville Elementary
ê
ê
ê
ê

Academic Achievement in Mathematics
Academic Achievement in Science
Top 25 Percent: Comparative Closing the Gaps
Postsecondary Readiness

Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy
ê Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading
ê Academic Achievement in Science
Judge Oscar De La Fuente Elementary
ê Academic Achievement in Mathematics
ê Academic Achievement in Science

Congratulations, Ed Downs Elementary!
Ed Downs Elementary principal Manuela Lopez, far right, is
shown alongside her students and colleagues. Board trustees
recognized Ed Downs for receiving 5 of 6 performance
distinctions from the Texas Education Agency.

San Benito High School
ê Academic Achievement in Science
ê Postsecondary Readiness
Frank Roberts Elementary
ê Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth
Fred Booth Elementary
ê Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth
La Paloma Elementary
ê Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth
Berta Cabaza Middle School
ê Top 25 Percent: Comparative Academic Growth

Congratulations, Rangerville Elementary!

San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy
ê Academic Achievement in English Language Arts/Reading

Rangerville Elementary principal Nora Martinez, far right, is shown
alongside trustees, students, and campus colleagues. Board
trustees recognized Rangerville for receiving 4 of 6 performance
distinctions from the Texas Education Agency.

Congratulations, Greyhound Marching Band!
The San Benito High School Mighty Greyhound Marching Band competed in
the Bands of America® South Texas Regional Championship marching contest in
McAllen, Texas. The marching band, under the leadership of the school district’s
Director of Bands Dayri Mendoza and the band program staff, fared quite well –
placing fourth place in the preliminary round and, thus, earning the opportunity to perform in the
ﬁnals round. The drum majors that led the award-winning marching band on the ﬁeld are Ivan
Hernandez, Luis Moreno, and Angel Contreras.
Only ten bands of 29 scheduled groups advanced to ﬁnals. The Mighty Greyhound Marching
Band ﬁnished fourth place overall – the highest of all Rio Grande Valley bands in attendance!

Photo courtesy of Anna Ramirez.

KSBG TV brings Greyhound football to faithful fans
KSBG TV, the San Benito Schools television station, is
broadcasting each Greyhound varsity football game at 12:00 PM
and 7:00 PM on the Monday following the respective game.
The broadcast is available only on that particular day and at
those times via Spectrum digital cable channel 1301 or directly
on viewers’ mobile devices, smart televisions or computers via
Livestream, www.livestream.com/KSBG/Live, or on the KSBG
website, www.ksbgtv.com – just click on the “LIVE” button.
Copies of individual games or the entire season will be
available for purchase from KSBG TV after the conclusion of the
2018 state football playoffs.

District parent and volunteer centers now open
The San Benito CISD Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Department was excited to
kickstart the new academic year, proudly opening this year’s parent and volunteer centers on
Monday, September 10.
This summer, the FACE Department relocated their central operations to the newly
transformed Landrum Educational Complex, located at 450 S. Dowling Street in San Benito.
According to FACE district coordinator Luis D. Gonzales, Jr., the new location will house the
department ofﬁces, the district attendance ofﬁcers, and the community partnerships with the
Brownsville ISD Adult Education – English as a Second Language (ESL) and the University of
Texas Health Science Center “Tu Salud Si Cuenta” Diabetes Program.
“We are excited about our department’s new location. We have adapted to our new space and look forward to continuing to
provide the best customer services at the Landrum Educational Complex,” said Gonzales.
“The complex will have a meeting center that will be utilized for large districtwide parent events. The space will be shared with
the Gateway to Graduation Academy, the Joe Callandret Positive Redirection Center, and ﬁve other departments now housed at the
new educational complex,” he added.
This year, the campus parent and volunteer centers will be open from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM according to the following schedule:
Monday:

Wednesday:

• Ed Downs Elementary,
• Frank Roberts Elementary, and
• San Benito High School;
Tuesday:
•
•
•
•
•

Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary,
Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy,
Fred Booth Elementary,
La Encantada Elementary, and
Sullivan Elementary;

Thursday:

• Angela G. Leal Elementary,
• La Paloma Elementary,
• Judge Oscar De La Fuente
Elementary,
• Rangerville Elementary,
• San Benito Veterans Memorial
Academy,
• Joe Callandret Positive
Redirection Center, and
• Gateway to Graduation Academy;

• Berta Cabaza Middle School,
• Miller Jordan Middle School, and
• San Benito Riverside Middle School.

FACE Department districtwide events will be held on select Fridays beginning at 10:00 AM at the Landrum Educational Complex.
A ﬁnal calendar and schedule of said events is pending.
“Volunteer opportunities are available at all SBCISD campus parent centers,” explained Gonzales.
Gonzales and his staff cordially invite and encourage all family and community members to participate in campus parent center
activities as well as to attend districtwide events throughout the school year.
For additional information, please contact the Family and Community Engagement Department at (956) 361-6310.

News Briefs & Upcoming Events
There will be no school on Monday, October 8
There will be no classes for San Benito CISD students on Monday, October 8, due to it being a scheduled
teacher preparation day (work day for staff).
Classes will resume at their normal time on Tuesday, October 9.

Are you registered to vote?
This year’s General Election will take place on Tuesday, November 6. The last day to register to vote is Tuesday,
October 9. To register to vote, visit the Texas Secretary of State’s “Vote Texas” website: www.votetexas.gov.
Remember, your vote is your voice!

2018 Homecoming festivities planned
The 2018 homecoming parade will begin at 5:15 PM on Thursday, October 25. Beginning at the intersection of
South Sam Houston Boulevard and Powers Street, the parade will travel northbound on Sam Houston Boulevard.
The “Lighting of the SB” letters and a community pep rally will take place at 6:30 PM (after the parade) at
Greyhound Stadium, located at 600 N. Austin Street.
Parade entry forms can be found on the school district’s website (www.sbcisd.net/apps/news/article/905719); are
due on or before Monday, October 22; and contain the parade fees, rules, and restrictions.
For additional information, please contact Student Council sponsor Dolores
de la Fuente via E-mail at sb.hocoparade@yahoo.com.

School supplies available for migrant students
The San Benito CISD Migrant Education Program (MEP) is currently
distributing basic school supplies to local migrant students. In order to
receive school supplies, migrant students must meet eligibility guidelines
for MEP services.
Supplies are being distributed Monday through Friday, between 8:00 AM
and 4:00 PM at the Migrant Department Ofﬁce, located within the Landrum
Educational Complex at 450 S. Dowling Street. The distribution will
continue throughout the 2018-2019 academic year, based on the availability
of supplies.
For additional information, please call (956) 361-6311.
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The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability,
or age in its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments
of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar
de San Benito no discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal
como lo requieren el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la
Ley de Discriminación por Edad de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

