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PARENTS NEWSLETTER, MAY 2018
Dear St. Patrick Academy Families,
As we ‘steam-roll’ through this last month of the academic year, we thank God for the many
blessings which He has provided to us this past year!

2017-18 School Calendar
Please note the following dates and times on your calendar at home:
• Monday through Friday, May 21-25: Spirit Week
The Student Council organizes activities and events to celebrate our school
spirit, including Games Night, Fine Arts Night, Field Day and more.
•

Wednesday, May 23: Walk for Peace, Life & Justice
Our school community will walk 12½ miles from St. Patrick’s to the La Salette Shrine in
Attleboro, MA, as a prayer-in-action to reject violence and bring peace into our society.

•

Friday, May 25: Field Day – Early Dismissal at 12:30pm
The Student Council has organized student competitions and games to celebrate our school
community and the end of Spirit Week. The day ends with a cookout sponsored by Sodexo.

•

Monday, May 28: Memorial Day – No School

•

Tuesday, May 29 through Friday, June 1 – SENIOR EXAMS
The Senior Exam Schedule is enclosed for the parents of seniors.

•

Friday, June 1: The Academic Excellence Awards for Grades 9-11
These awards will be presented at a 1:15pm ceremony in the gym. Parents and families of
students in grades 9-11 are invited to attend.

•

Friday, June 1: The Athletic Awards Dinner
Awards for our student-athletes will be presented at a 5:30pm dinner-ceremony in the gym.
Student-athletes and their parents and families are invited to attend.

•

Tuesday, June 5 – Friday, June 9: Senior Week
Seniors will attend graduation rehearsals and their Class Mass (June 5), Senior Supper (June
6), and Academic Convocation (June 8) during this week.

•

Thursday, June 7 through Tuesday, June 12: FINAL EXAMS, Grades 9-11
St. Patrick Academy provides a Catholic, college-preparatory education to all students,
regardless of need, who aspire to spiritual, personal and academic excellence.

•

Saturday, June 9: Class of 2018 Graduation Ceremony – 1:00pm in the church.

•

Monday, June 11: Donnelly’s Uniform Fitting Day, St. Patrick Academy, 12:00-2:00pm
Flyer with details enclosed. $20 deposit required; 20% discount on orders made this day.

Top Seniors, Class of 2018
This year’s Valedictorian for the Class of 2018 is Camila Uriona. A
native of Bolivia, Camila has earned a cumulative GPA of 3.98 and was
an Honor Roll student every academic quarter. Camila was named the
Student of the Month in September 2015, and served as Vice-President of
the Student Council this year. She is also a member of the National
Honor Society, the National Art Honor Society, the Students for Life
Club, the Track & Field team, the Jesus Band music ministry, and she
served as a Peer Mentor and Peer Tutor. She has received many
academic awards, including the Providence College Book Award. As a
member of our service club, Club 3107, she traveled to the Dominican
Republic to serve the poor, and then to Rockport, Texas, last fall to assist
in the clean-up after Hurricane Harvey. Camila resides with her parents in Providence and will
be attending Roger Williams University this fall, where she plans to study architecture.
The Salutatorian for the Class of 2018 is Franklin Disla. Franklin has
earned a cumulative GPA of 3.84 and was an Honor Roll student every
academic quarter. Franklin was selected Student of the Month in October
2014, and was honored for his perfect attendance as a freshman and junior.
He is a member of the National Honor Society, was on the Track & Field
team, was a Peer Tutor, and served as a volunteer at Mary House, the
parish’s social service ministry, and Feed 1,000. He was the recipient of
the freshman Excellence in Science award and the sophomore Excellence in
English Award. Franklin resides with his family in Providence and begins
his college career at the Community College of Rhode Island in the fall.
The Master of Ceremonies for the Class of 2018 is David Bardales. As the 3rd
ranking student, David will serve as the M.C. at this year’s graduation
ceremony. David has earned a cumulative GPA of 3.82 and was an Honor Roll
student every academic quarter. He was chosen Student of the Month in April
2017, and served on the Student Council as a freshman and junior. David is a
member of the National Honor Society and was active on the Explore Club, the
Track & Field team, the Jesus Band music ministry, and he served as a Peer
Tutor and a Peer Mentor. He was the recipient of several academic awards,
including the St. Michael College Book Award in his junior year. A member of
the Academy’s service club, Club 3107, he traveled to the Dominican Republic
as a junior and senior to work with the poor, and then to Rockport, Texas, last
fall to work in the clean-up after Hurricane Harvey. David resides with his family in Providence
and will attend Providence College in the fall, where he plans to major in theology.
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New Applications for 2018-19: We continue to accept applications for the 2018-19 school
year for openings in grades 10 & 11. Next year’s 9th grade class is full, though we have an
active waiting list for those who still wish to apply. If you know families who are interested in
applying for Grades 9-11, have them call us at 421-9300 or direct them to our website at
www.stpatrickacademyri.com.

3rd

Preparations for 2018-19

Quarter Honor Roll

Congratulations to the following 26
students who achieved Honor Roll
status for the 3rd Quarter, 2017-18:
Highest Honors (GPA, 4.0 and up)
Shakira DaGraca, 11
Victoria Fuller, 10
Diego Cante, 9
Fernando Ibanez, 9
High Honors (GPA, 3.7-3.99)
Franklin Disla, 12
Camila Uriona, 12
Tomas Fernandez, 11
Amy Hidalgo, 11
Joanah Imarhiagbe, 11
Dylan Kelly, 11
Dulce Flores, 10
Angelica James, 10
Moeisha Joseph, 10
Sofia DelaCruz, 9
Martha Salvatierra, 9
Honors (GPA, 3.3 – 3.69)
David Bardales, 12
Leonel Caro, 12
Angela Gonzalez, 11
Wilianies Guzman, 11
Nathalie Martinez, 11
Isabel Arnaut, 10
Giselle Martinez, 10
Abisola Oladipo, 10
Ashley Diaz, 9
Salma Disla, 9
Alicia Martinez, 9

If you have not yet been contacted, we will soon be calling you to
complete a tuition agreement and lunch application for the
2018-2019 school year. Please be advised that if you have not
completed a FACTS financial aid application, it must be
completed before a tuition agreement can be signed.
Soon you will be receiving
information about ordering
textbooks for loan from your city
or town for the next school
year. If you are a resident of
Providence, you do not need to
do anything regarding the loan
of the textbooks for your child.
St. Patrick Academy deals directly with the Providence School
Department regarding student textbooks.
If you are a resident of a city or town outside Providence, you
must contact your local public-school department and follow their
instructions for obtaining the textbook loans for your child. You
will receive a list of all the books we will be using for each
subject. Your city or town will also receive this list. Each city or
town does it differently, so it is important you contact your local
school department soon.

Student of the Month
Junior Amy Hidalgo was selected by the
faculty as April’s Student of the Month.
The criteria for nominating a student
include positive attitude, Christian
charity, consistent effort, respect for self
and others, and successful or improving
academic performance.

The teachers who nominated and supported Amy for this award noted
that she is an excellent student, and is hard-working, kind, and exhibits
St. Patrick Academy provides a Catholic, college-preparatory education to all students,
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quiet leadership in her class. They also noted her willingness to help others and that she is a
great example to other students. Amy has been a member of the Track & Field team, the girls’
Basketball team, the Student Council and the National Art Honor Society. She also received this
honor as a sophomore in October 2016. She resides in Providence with her family.

Campus Ministry
During the weekend of May 4th, our seniors had their final Class Retreat at the Mother of Hope
Camp in Chepachet, RI. The weekend was inspiring and it was a delight to witness our seniors
interact with each other in prayer and play. It was a reminder of the importance of taking
downtime for ourselves and with God. We are grateful to Mrs. Mary Cipriano, Campus
Minister, for organizing and leading this retreat, and our thanks to Ms. Marlyn Batista for
assisting through the weekend and to Fr. James for chaperoning
Friday and Saturday nights.
Senior Julissa Carerra and junior Shakira DaGraca were
welcomed into the Catholic Church at Mass on Friday, May 11th,
receiving the sacraments of Baptism, First Communion and
Confirmation (photo, left). Along with these two students, science
teacher Ann McGinn, juniors Leah Terceira and Amanda
Solano, and sophomores Isabel Arnaut and Brittney Lucero
received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Families of the students
and of Mrs. McGinn also attended the Mass along with the entire
student body and many faculty, staff and parishioners.

RenWeb
If you are having problems accessing or using RenWeb, please call us at 421-9300 or email our
IT Coordinator, Mark Luzzi, at mluzzi@stpatrickacademyri.org

Athletics Department
The Track & Field Team has
completed their regular season
meets and will compete in the
Class C Championships on Saturday, May 19th at
Narragansett High School at 10:00am. The team’s top
performers this year are Bensley Joseph and Amy Hidalgo.
The boys’ team (photo, right) includes (L-R), Franklin Disla,
Michael Aofolajuwonlo, Ryan Joseph, Keith Wilson and
Bensley Joseph. The girls’ team includes Sofia DelaCruz,
Ashley Diaz, Salma Disla Amy Hidalgo, Paola Perez-Hidalgo and Amanda Solano.
The Freshman Championship meet for girls will be held May 22nd at 4:00pm at Coventry
High School; for boys, it will be held May 21st at 4:00pm at Toll Gate High School.
Congratulations to all our student-athletes! Please come out and support our teams!
St. Patrick Academy provides a Catholic, college-preparatory education to all students,
regardless of need, who aspire to spiritual, personal and academic excellence.

Development Office
As of April 30th, our Lenten Appeal had raised more than $19,000 – $3,000 more than last year’s
appeal! On behalf of our entire school community, we thank all our donors for assisting our
students to have the opportunity for a Catholic, college-preparatory education.
On Thursday, May 10th, we celebrated the Feast of the Ascension at our 12:05 Mass, which was
also attended by donor members of our Adopt-A-Student Program. A luncheon was held after
Mass, at which these donors had the opportunity to meet the students they ‘adopted’ and have
supported. We truly appreciate these donors who have done so much to assist us in our mission.
This year’s Spring Campaign will focus on the many needs of our
school library. The campaign will start on May 14th to raise $20,000
to provide new library software and learning technology, replace
worn-out furniture and carpeting, purchase more new library books,
and repaint the library for the first time in many years. Also, new
energy-efficient windows will be installed. Many thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Ted Garrahy who
kicked off the campaign with a donation of $1,000 in memory of their parents, Ed and Peg
Garrahy. We ask for your prayers for the success of this important campaign!
We are deeply grateful for the recent donation of $10,000 from Mr. Ted Carlson, a parishioner
of St. Patrick Parish, in memory of his wife, Denise, who died in March. Our prayers are with
Mr. Carlson for his loss and for the repose of his wife’s soul.

Guidance News
The May 1st deposit deadline for colleges has passed and final decisions
have been made. In the fall, our 15 seniors will be attending
Providence College, Roger Williams University, the University of
Rhode Island and the Community College of Rhode Island.
Collectively, the senior class was accepted at 33 different colleges and
universities, and received more than $731,000 in grants and
scholarships. Congratulations seniors!
Summer is a great time to visit schools and we encourage all juniors to get out and take a look at
all your options. Even if you do not have the time to take a trip outside of southern New England
to look at schools, there are many schools in our state and within an hour of Providence of all
different sizes with many different programs. Rhode Island alone has ten colleges and
universities, and Boston has dozens of schools ranging from two-year community colleges to Ivy
League schools. Do some research to find schools with the academic program you want and then
plan your trip.
Only by visiting different schools will you be able to decide what size campus you like, if you
like being in the city or the suburbs, and how far you want to be from home. There are many
factors that go into making the final decision as to which college or university you will attend.
Being well-informed will help you make the best decision for you.
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Student Council
The Student Council sponsored two dress-down days in the month of April to raise funds and
social awareness. The first was held on Thursday, April 12th, which raised $133 for Emmanuel
House, a diocesan-operated shelter for homeless men. The second was held Thursday, April
26th, and raised $139 to support the work of the Little Sisters of the Poor. A third dress-down
day will be held Thursday, May 17th, to support our military forces stationed in the Middle-East.
Planning is also underway for our annual Spirit Week during the
week of May 21-25. Events will include theme-based dressdown days on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; a schoolwide 12½ mile Walk for Peace, Life & Justice from
St. Patrick’s to the La Salette Shrine in Attleboro, MA, on
Wednesday, May 23rd; an evening Game Night and Fine Arts Night, including student artwork,
poetry readings and live music on Thursday, May 24th; and a morning full of fun events,
competitions and a cook-out on our Field Day, Friday, May 25th, with an early dismissal at
12:30pm.

National Honor Society
The National Honor Society (NHS) organized and held this year’s NHS
Induction Ceremony on Thursday, April 26th. All students and faculty
attended along with friends and families of the inductees. NHS President
Camila Uriona served as Mistress of Ceremonies and current NHS
members David Bardales, Kim Avelar, Franklin Disla and Julissa
Carrera assisted.
This year’s inductees are juniors Shakira DaGraca, Tomas Fernandez, Angela Gonzalez,
Joanah Imarhiagbe and Amanda Solano. These students have demonstrated the character traits
of responsibility, trustworthiness, caring and citizenship in all of their actions. School librarian
Nida Islam gave the keynote address and faculty members Mary Cipriano, Brett Summers,
Donna Corcoran and Marlyn Batista read the Four Pillars of the NHS: Character, Scholarship,
Leadership and Service.

Health & Safety
Our last vaccination clinic with The Wellness Company is scheduled for next Tuesday, May
22nd at 9:00am. Permission forms for students in need of this vaccination were sent home last
month. As always, these immunizations are free for all students.

Library News
Page Turners Club: Every Monday and Wednesday during lunch, Ms. Islam runs the book club
at the library. In one of the sessions, students read the short story The Story of an Hour by Kate
Chopin. The students read the story, then discussed the role of women in the 1900’s, the
definition of feminism within the narrative, and one thing that the students took away from the
story. The session ended with students writing all the key points from the story into a poster.
St. Patrick Academy provides a Catholic, college-preparatory education to all students,
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Book Collection Development: The fiction section of the library has been successfully
organized by genres such as fantasy, science fiction, thrillers and suspense. The response by the
students has been positive, with many commenting that it is much more convenient as they can
now go directly to the genre they like to read and save time searching.

Class Acts
Mrs. Anne McGinn’s freshmen Biology class is
working through a long unit on DNA and protein
synthesis. After learning the basics, students built a
full-length model of DNA in class (photo, right) and
then constructed their own 3-D models of DNA out
of materials of their choosing, including Styrofoam,
modeling clay, pom-poms, and even food
items. Learning about the genetic information of
life and the process of gene expression has made for
some interesting comments and conversations. One
student remarked, "I didn't know all this stuff is in
me or how it all worked before now," a great
observation from aspiring scientist.
Students in Ms. Brett Summers' 11th grade English class have been teaching the class for the
last two weeks. Working in pairs, students took charge of teaching each chapter of Siddhartha as
it was read. Students had to come up with a relevant journal entry, lead a meaningful class
discussion, and have some sort of visual or technological component to their class, among other
tasks. Teaching the class requires students to plan, be organized, and take on a leadership role; it
also helps them develop their public speaking skills. Students were especially good at
encouraging their peers to become engaged with the text, both through journal entries and
structured classroom games related to the reading.
Juniors in Mrs. Ashley Proulx’s Holocaust Studies class finished
their study of Law & Justice in the Holocaust recently, wrapping it
up with presentations on anti-Jewish laws passed in Germany in the
1930s. Students were tasked with researching the laws as well as
working with the photo archives of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum. They used primary source photographs of German
citizens in the 1930s to illustrate the impact of anti-Jewish
legislation on both Jewish and non-Jewish Germans. Each student
explained to the class why he/she chose the photograph they used;
students made personal connections in their own lives to the events
in 1930s Germany. Wilianies Guzman presents her research
findings with an assist from Amy Hidalgo (photo, left).
Mr. Steve Esau’s 10th grade Geometry students have been working on a second semester
venture entitled, "Parallel City Project". In completing this project, they are to create a fictional
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city on a 2’x 3’ poster board which must include six parallel and two intersecting streets with the
following attributes:
• A gas station and a restaurant at congruent alternate exterior angles.
• Your house and your school at supplementary consecutive interior angles.
• A courthouse and bank at non-congruent interior angles.
• A department store and a place of worship at congruent corresponding angles.
• The fire department and police stations at congruent alternate interior angles.
• A movie theater and a park at supplementary consecutive exterior angles.
Ms. Kara Skaling’s freshmen World History class
created children’s books designed to educate others about
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Students conducted
research to learn about the fundamental beliefs, practices,
and historical origins of these religions. In addition to
educating others, students aimed to dispel common
stereotypes and included information for children on how
to address bullying. Students worked in groups to put
together a final product. (photo, left) Nathalie Abreu,
Sofia DelaCruz, and Salma Disla put together a fun and
interactive children’s book, while Diego Cante, Fernando Ibanez, and Rogelio Martinez wrote
about a child named Pablo and his adventures in learning about each religion.
Each senior in Fr. James Ruggieri’s Religion class
must plan, organize and complete a 50-hour service
project for the year as a requirement for graduation.
Students worked with the elderly, with elementary
school students, in the arts and in a variety of other
service opportunities. The final piece of their project
was a presentation of their service experience to their
classmates,to which parents, faculty and staff were also
invited to attend. In the photo, right, Julissa Carrera
makes her presentation.
In Ms. Summers' 9th grade English class, students just finished reading Sandra Cisneros's The
House on Mango Street. This novel has an unusual structure: it is written in a series of very
short stories (or vignettes), which connect to each other through the narrator, Esperanza. While
the vignettes are about her neighbors, friends, school, and other experiences, all together they
form a portrait of Esperanza and who she is.
Students wrote five of their own vignettes over the past two weeks, which they reworked and
rewrote into a polished collection of small stories that shed a little light on who they are. Each
student is reading one of their vignettes out loud to the whole class, an exercise that not only lets
us all get to know one another better, but also encourages thoughtful listening and public
speaking skills.
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Juniors in Mrs. Proulx’s U.S. History II class
participated in a Fishbowl Discussion, a variation of a
Socratic seminar. Students used a variety of primary
and secondary source documents to discuss whether
President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal was a
success or a failure. The inside circle are the students
who discuss, while the outside circle listens and take
notes (photo, left). Every student had a turn in each
circle, and the lively two-day discussion was
grounded in historical research.

As we come to the end of another successful school year, on behalf of Fr. James and all our
faculty and staff, I thank you all for your support and cooperation in the spiritual, personal and
academic growth of your child. Please call us at 401-421-9300 if you have any questions or
problems.
God bless,

Bruce Daigle
Bruce Daigle
Principal
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