AP World History

Hints from Bill Zeigler on Reading a College Textbook
History books tend to be written in outline form: thesis, main heading, sub-headings, topic sentences, and main
points. By using this information, you can quickly look at what the chapter has to offer before you read, giving
you a better chance of remembering some of the important ideas. What you want to do is keep the
information fresh. You can do this by referring to the text over a period of days. Don’t try to consume a whole
chapter the night before!
The times are just suggested. You need to create your own plan.

You need to
have a plan
for reading
the textbook.

1. Browsing. Look through the chapter. Read the headings of the
chapter, sections, and sub-sections. Read and look at all of the
maps, drawings, paintings, graphs, and charts. Just “look around”
at what you will be reading. You may absorb some things, but
again, all you really want is a quick glance. Do not read the
chapter at this point, just look. (15-20 minutes)
2. Skim-and-Scan. Read the opening remarks of the chapter.
Read the first paragraphs of each section and sub-section. Find
the thesis for the chapter and section. Read the first sentence of
every other paragraph. Read the captions to the maps, graphs,
etc. That’s all. (30-45 minutes)
3. Careful Reading. Now read the chapter from start to finish.
Carefully read every sentence and word. Re-read all captions. Be
sure to spend time reading the whole chapter. I suggest you do
this in one, but not more than two, settings. (1-3 hours)

4. Skim-and-Scan with Note-Taking. With pen in hand, skim-and-scan again. Take outline notes with headings
matching those in the chapter. Don’t rewrite the book. Take quick notes of things you will need to remember.
Jot down page numbers of important paragraphs. You may also wish to start notecards. (1 hour)
5. Reminding. This is a skim-and-scan technique that uses both the text and your notes. Let the notes remind
you what is in the text, referring to the text only when you need to. This is a final check before you study for the
exam. (30-45 minutes)
I would suggest that you use the day before the exam as a rest and a final checkup. Don’t spend a lot of time
studying the text, but use your time wisely checking your notes. Reread the introduction and conclusion to
each chapter. These are good reviews. Train yourself to rely on good notes that reflect the important parts of
the text.
After you have received the test back, go over the questions and answers. Check your notes. Why did you miss
this question? What should you do to change your reading or notes to better prepare for the test? What part of
the reading schedule was best for you? Worst? How can you change to meet the needs that you have
found? Do this evaluation after every test. By concentrating on your test-taking habits early on you will be
prepared for the time when you will be tested over a greater amount of material.
Don’t forget: don’t ever give up! Always search for ways to better yourself and your techniques!
Source: Zeigler, William. Textbook Guidelines in World History Advanced Placement,
p. 31. 2 August 2010. 22 June 2011

Suggested Textbook Reading Schedule

Don’t be like this guy - the Monday
Night Procrastinator Hero

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

First glance
analyze
headings,
charts,
pictures,
timeline
15-20 minutes

Skim Read
read the
summary and
first sentence
of every
paragraph
15-20 minutes

Read the
Chapter and
summary, but
do not take
notes

Make Notes
without SPICE
summary or
Doing World
History
questions
45-60 minutes

Finish Notes
with SPICE
summary or
Doing World
History
questions
30-45 minutes

45-60 minutes

Notetaking Skills - Outlining

Remember - these notes have to be USEFUL to you.
They are not for Mr. Lunow - they are for you. Before
you make notes, skim read the chapter, note the
headings, and study the illustrations. Read the
summary to help make the essential question.

Chapter Number and Title
Essential Question: Read the summary and come up with a focus.
First Major Heading (red) Copy from textbook
• Bullet point main idea of each paragraph
• Try to limit each bullet point to seven words or less
First Subheading (blue) copy from textbook
• Bullet point main idea of each paragraph
• Try to limit each bullet point to seven words or less
Second/Third/etc. Subheading (blue) copy from textbook
• Bullet point main idea of each paragraph
• Try to limit each bullet point to seven words or less
Second Major Heading (red) Copy from textbook
• Bullet point main idea of each paragraph
First Subheading (blue) copy from textbook
• Bullet point main idea of each paragraph
Second/Third/etc. Subheading (blue) copy from textbook
• Bullet point main idea of each paragraph
Third/Fourth/Fifth Major Headings if needed (red) Copy from textbook
• Repeat structure from above

SPICE Summary
Social gender roles, family and kinship, racial and ethnic constructions, social classes
Political type of government, empires, nationalism, revolution, regional & global organizations
Interaction demography and disease, migration, patterns of settlement, technology
Cultural religion, belief system, philosophies, ideologies, science & technology, art, architecture
Economic agriculture, trade & commerce, labor systems, Industrialization, capitalism & socialism
Doing World History Questions
Big Picture time line of the most important events and how they are related
Diffusion spread of natural elements, people, artifacts, ideas or other cultural creations
Syncretism mixing of elements from two or more cultures that result in something new
Comparison similarities and differences between two civilizations
Causation causes and/or effects of important events, inventions, religions, ideas, etc.
CCOT

What stayed the same in the chapter, what changed, why

SPICE - Analytical Tool
The most important skill you will need to master this year is to be able to analyze different societies in history. You
will be expected to analyze changes and continuities over time within a society. You will also be expected to
analyze differences between societies at a given moment in time.

Analyze the changes and continuities over
time in the United States between the
1860s and 2000s.

Tom Cruise

Abraham Lincoln
1860

2000
To help you explain differences between time
periods and between different societies, we
will create categories. These categories will
help us analyze differences and write the
essays we will need to complete this year.

Analyze
the
differences
and
similarities
between
the United
States and
Saudi
Arabia in
the early
2000s.

Osama Bin Laden

S

Social – Development and Transformation of Social Structures

P

Political – State-Building, Expansion and Conflict

I

Interaction and Innovation – Interaction Between Humans and Environment and Technological Advancements

C

Cultural – Development and Interaction of Cultures

E

Economic – Creation, Expansion and Interaction of Economic Systems

Social – Development and Transformation of Social Structures

• Gender roles and relations
• Family and kinship
• Racial and ethnic constructions
• Social and economic classes
This theme is about relations among human beings. All human
societies develop ways of grouping their members, as well as
norms that govern interactions between individuals and
social groups. Social stratification comprises distinctions based
on kinship systems, ethnic associations, and hierarchies of
gender, race, wealth, and class. The study of world history
requires analysis of the processes through which social
categories, roles, and practices were created, maintained,
and transformed. It also involves analysis of the connections
between changes in social structures and other historical shifts,
especially trends in political economy, cultural expression, and
human ecology.

Political – State-Building, Expansion and Conflict

Political structures and forms of governance
Empires
Nations and nationalism
Revolts and revolutions
Regional, transregional, and global structures and
organizations
This theme refers to the processes by which hierarchical systems
of rule have been constructed and maintained and to the
conflicts generated through those processes. In particular, this
theme encourages the comparative study of different state
forms (for example, kingdoms, empires, nation-states) across
time and space, and the interactions among them. Continuity
and change are also embedded in this theme through
attention to the organizational and cultural foundations of
long-term stability on one hand, and to internal and external
causes of conflict on the other. Students should examine and
compare various forms of state development and expansion
in the context of various productive strategies (for example,
agrarian, pastoral, mercantile), various cultural and
ideological foundations (for example, religions, philosophies,
ideas of nationalism), various social and gender structures, and
in different environmental contexts. This theme also discusses
different types of states, such as autocracies and
constitutional democracies. Finally, this theme encourages
students to explore interstate relations, including warfare,
diplomacy, commercial and cultural exchange, and the
formation of international organizations.
•
•
•
•
•

Interaction and Innovation – Interaction Between Humans and

Environment and Technological Advancements
• Demography and disease
• Migration
• Patterns of settlement
• Technology
• Invention
The interaction between humans and the environment is a
fundamental theme for world history. The environment
shaped human societies, but, increasingly, human societies
also affected the environment. During prehistory, humans
interacted with the environment as hunters, fishers and
foragers, and human migrations led to the peopling of the
earth. As the Neolithic revolution began, humans exploited
their environments intensively, either as farmers or pastoralists.
Environmental factors such as rainfall patterns, climate, and
available flora and fauna shaped the methods of exploitation
used in different regions.

Human exploitation of the environment intensified as
populations grew and as people migrated into new regions.
As people flocked into cities or established trade networks,
new diseases emerged and spread, sometimes devastating
an entire region. During the Industrial Revolution, exploitation
of the environment increased exponentially. In recent
centuries, human effects on the environment - and the ability
to master and exploit it - increased with the development of
more sophisticated technologies, the exploitation of new
energy sources and increase in human populations. By the
twentieth century, large numbers of humans had begun to
recognize their effect on the environment and took steps
toward a “green” movement to protect and work with the
natural world instead of exploiting it. Human adaptation and
innovation have resulted in increased efficiency, comfort, and
security, and technological advances have shaped human
development and interactions with both intended and
unintended consequences.

Cultural – Development and Interaction of Cultures
• Religions
• Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies
• Science and technology
• The arts and architecture
This theme explores the origins, uses, dissemination, and
adaptation of ideas, beliefs, and knowledge within and
between societies. Studying the dominant belief system(s) or
religions, philosophical interests, and technical and artistic
approaches can reveal how major groups in society view
themselves and others, and how they respond to multiple
challenges. When people of different societies interact, they
often share components of their cultures, deliberately or not.
The processes of adopting or adapting new belief and
knowledge systems are complex and often lead to
historically novel cultural blends. A society’s culture may be
investigated and compared with other societies’ cultures as a
way to reveal both what is unique to a culture and what it
shares with other cultures. It is also possible to analyze and
trace particular cultural trends or ideas across human
societies.
Economic – Creation, Expansion and Interaction of Economic

Systems
• Agricultural and pastoral production
• Trade and commerce
• Labor systems
• Industrialization
• Capitalism and socialism
This theme surveys the diverse patterns and systems that
human societies have developed as they exploit their
environments to produce, distribute, and consume desired
goods and services across time and space. It stresses major
transitions in human economic activity, such as the growth
and spread of agricultural, pastoral, and industrial production;
the development of various labor systems associated with
these economic systems (including different forms of
household management and the use of coerced or free
labor); and the ideologies, values, and institutions (such as
capitalism and socialism) that sustained them. This theme also
calls attention to patterns of trade and commerce between
various societies, with particular attention to the relationship
between regional and global networks of communication
and exchange, and their effects on economic growth and
decline. These webs of interaction strongly influence cultural
and technological diffusion, migration, state formation, social
classes, and human interaction with the environment.

Doing World History
Purpose
History may be defined as research into how cultures develop through time.

World History
•

is more general than traditional history and emphasizes trends that go beyond cultural boundaries.

•

stresses the interaction between societies.

•

compares different patterns of development around the world.

•

tends to be more superficial and general than local or national histories.

•

often finds natural or human movements that affect many cultures, such as climatic developments,
diseases, natural disasters or human movements like invasions and migrations. They could include dealing
with new technologies and life styles.

To simplify and limit these nearly infinite possibilities, we will use six methods, which capture the essence of
the world history approaches.

Methods
•

Big Picture

a time line of the most important events of those under study,
accompanied by a written explanation of their ultimate significance

•

Diffusion

the spread of natural elements, people, artifacts, ideas or other cultural
creations from one civilization to others

•

Syncretism

mixing of elements from two or more cultures that result in something new

•

Comparison

the pointing out of similarities and differences between two civilizations in
terms of their histories, institutions, cultural accomplishments and economies

•

Causation

causes and effects of important events, inventions, or ideas, sometimes you will
focus only on causes, or only on effects, or on both causes and effects

•

Change and Continuity
Over Time (CCOT)

this skill asks you to identify what changes over a period of time and what stays
the same (extra points for identifying why some things change or stay the same)

Notebook Suggestions
1. Read over the chapter. Make chapter outline notes.
2. In your own words write Doing World History questions interpreting the chapter at the end of your notes.
3. Go back to the pertinent sections of the chapter and re-read them. Add necessary details.
4. If you chose Big Picture, do you offer a time line and an explanation of the ultimate significance of the
selected events? Do you have too many dates and events to remember? Do the chosen events
adequately reflect the most important points of the chapter?
5. If you chose Diffusion, is the idea of something spreading explicitly stated in your question? Is this spreading
process important to the themes of the chapter?
6. If you chose Syncretism, is the idea of mixing cultural elements clearly stated in your question? Can you
discern from your notes who borrowed from whom and with what results? Is the syncretism you mention
important in understanding the events discussed in the chapter?
7. If you chose Comparison, did you point out similarities and differences between the cultures you discuss?
Did you offer significant comparisons, or are they merely superficial and obvious?
8. Did you go beyond merely repeating or rephrasing what is in the book? Remember, Doing World History
means thinking and writing about the past.
9. Finally, write a reflective paragraph that responds to your questions giving pertinent details from your notes.

Some material adapted from http:www.historyskills.com and the College Board website

How to HIPPO – Analysis tool for using Primary Sources
Primary source documents are the
foundation of history. Our knowledge of the
past is based on the sources that we have
from people who witnessed historical events.

The most important thing to consider is
whether a document is reliable.
People, like me, have been able to lie
throughout history and get away with it.
I am famous for saying “A lie told once
remains a lie, but a lie told a thousand
times becomes the truth.”

A huge part of the AP test is devoted to you
being able to analyze primary source
documents.
You will be expected to answer Multiple
Choice Questions based on primary sources.
There will also be a Short Answer Question
using a document. Finally, you will be required
to write a Document Based Question essay
that will be worth 25% of the final test.

To help you analyze
documents, we are going to
use the acronym HIPPO.

Joseph Goebbels

Primary and Secondary Source Documents
Primary sources come in different types:
• Published Documents: this includes
books, magazines, newspapers,
government documents, reports,
advertisements, maps, posters, legal
documents, and other kinds of literature.
• Unpublished Documents: These are
personal documents that were never
intended for wide circulation. Examples
include personal letters, diaries, wills,
deeds, school report cards, and similar
things.
• Visual Documents: These include
photographs, films, paintings, and other
types of artwork. Visual documents
capture moments in time and can
provide evidence about a culture at
specific moments in history: its customs,
styles, special occasions, work, and play.

Primary
sources were
made during
the historical
period that is
being
investigated.

Secondary sources were made
after the time period you are
investigating.

Secondary sources come in different types:
• Books: Books, like school textbooks, often
have large amounts of evidence about a
particular historical period, author, theme
or region. They are these useful for
expanding your historical knowledge and
background research.
• Academic Journal Articles: Scholarly
research by university academics is
published in academic journals.

• Relics or Artefacts: This includes pottery,
furniture, clothing, buildings and other
excavated physical items.
Vincent Van Gogh

• Websites: Internet sites vary widely in
accuracy, reliability and relevance. Most
websites that come up on a Google search
are not of sufficient quality for high school
or university essays.

What is in HIPPO?

H
I
P
P
O

Historical Context
What was going on when the document was written? What larger events
shaped its writing? How does this help you interpret the document?
Intended Audience
Identify the person or group the author expects to inform or influence. How does this impact the
author’s message?
Purpose
Why did the author create the source? What was he/she trying to achieve? What is the result the
author is hoping will come from the primary source?
Point of View
Who is the author? How did the author’s background (race, gender, social class, upbringing) impact
their writing? What themes influences it?
Outside Information
What kind of relevant information can you think of that would corroborate (validate) the documents
being studied. Any facts that would contradict them? Anything similar or different?

Historical Context
What is the background of the document? How does the time the document was made help you understand
the document? Times change, and sometimes the same speech will be understood differently because of the
time in which it was made. Consider for example how the #metoo movement has changed the social makeup of the United States. Comments and jokes about women that were acceptable ten years ago are no longer
tolerated. So, knowing when something was said influences the way we perceive it, and we should try to
situate primary sources in the time period it was created.

Intended Audience
The audience of a source is the person, or group of people, who were originally intended to see or use it.
Based upon what you know about the time the source was created and who created it, you need to identify
for whom the source was originally created. Some sources make it easy for you to discover who their intended
audience was, because they may specifically address them. However, most of the time you will be required to
make an informed guess regarding the original reader or viewer. There are some general guidelines that may
help you discover the intended audience.
Source

Typical Audience

Academic journal

University academics and students

Book

General public who is interested in the topic of the book

Diary

The creator of the diary probably only wanted themselves to be the audience

Government document

Government employees and departments

Letter

The recipient in the address

Newspaper

General public

Textbook

High school or university students studying the topic

Website

General public

Purpose
The purpose of a source is the reason it was originally made. The creator of the source put in the time and effort
to create it, and it was usually so that it could be used for something. This can be a simple as creating an
ancient ceramic pot to store grain. Or it could be as complex as writing a 1960s pop song in order to criticize
the government's role in the Vietnam War. Based upon what you know about the creator and the intended
audience, you can usually identify why the source was originally made. It can also be helpful to know what
motivated the creator at a particular point in time. Depending upon the type of source, there are some
common purposes for their creation. For example:
Type of Source

Common Purpose

Academic journal

To provide academic insight regarding a particular topic

Book

To inform or persuade the audience about the topic

Magazine

To inform or entertain its audience

Newspaper

To inform or persuade the audience about an event

Photograph

To record the details of an event, person, or location

Speech

To persuade the audience to agree with the speaker

Textbook

To inform and educate its audience regarding a topic

Point of View
Perspective is the 'point of view' from which the creator of a source described historical events. Every person
sees and understands events differently depending on their age, gender, social position, beliefs and values.
Even modern historians have their own perspectives which can influence how they interpret the past.
Beware, if a perspective causes someone to lie or have an unfair view of events or people, that becomes bias.
The first step in determining point of view is to know who the creator was. Once you have sufficient knowledge
about who made the source, you can work out something about how they viewed the past.
This can be as simple as identifying the creator’s:
• nationality (e.g. American, Japanese, etc.)
• profession (e.g. priest, soldier, government worker, etc.)
• political persuasion (e.g. conservative, Communist, etc.)
• cultural background (Egyptian, European, etc.)
• gender (male, female, etc.)
• religious beliefs (Christian, Muslim, etc.)
• social class (e.g. rich, poor, middle class, etc.)

Outside Information
What kind of relevant information can you think of that would corroborate (validate) the documents being
studied. Any facts that would contradict them? Anything similar or different?
This part of HIPPO tests whether you can draw similarities between what you are studying and other

CLASSROOM DEBATE
Classroom debate, in which teams explore arguments for and against a specific proposition, can be an
effective and practical teaching tool. Debating allows several different qualities to emerge, including
collecting and organizing ideas, evaluating ideas, seeing logical connections between ideas, adapting to
new situations quickly and efficiently, and speaking persuasively.

There are rules that you
will have to follow, and
there will be a winning
group and a losing group.

Classroom debates are a team
sport!
You will work with a group to
debate a topic that we will study.
Mr. Lünow will officiate the debate and
the class will score your performance.
Students will take notes on your debate
and score you according to a rubric.
Your group will be evaluated on
the following components:
• Introduction to position
• Participation of all members
• Questions and answers
• General Debate skills
Edgar Allen Poe

Franz Kafka

DEBATE FORMAT
The debate starts with a coin toss to determine which team starts the debate.
• 1-2 minute introduction speech for team A
• 1-2 minute introduction speech for team B
• 2 minute question and answer period for both teams guided by the teacher
• 1.5 minute planning/debrief period to prepare rebuttal (no new information allowed after this)
• 1 minute rebuttal opportunity for team A
• 1 minute rebuttal opportunity for team B
• 1.5 minute conclusion for team A
• 1.5 minute conclusion for team B

Introduction. The goal of the introduction is to create a favorable impression on the audience. You will
want to welcome the audience and confidently lay out the reasons why your position must win the debate.
You should simplify the topic being debated, and then you should outline the three or four main points you
think make your position the best. Make sure that you use language that is understandable. You can be
creative in your introduction. Use quotations, present relevant scenarios, and appeal to the audience’s
emotions to give your side an advantage.
Two Minute Questioning Period. You will have two full minutes to ask as many questions as you can. Mr.

Lünow will use a stopwatch to make sure that you have two full minutes to ask the questions you want. Once

a question is asked, the stopwatch will be stopped while your opponent answers the question. Once you are
ready for the next question, the stopwatch will be restarted. There are some things to keep in mind:
• Two minutes is a long time to fill with questions. Make sure that
you have enough questions to fill the time (usually 12 to 15
questions, but you should practice going through them before).
• Prepare! Anticipate the questions you will be asked and
anticipate answers your opponents will give to your questions.
Plan your next moves.

Once the questioning period is over,
your group will get 1.5 minutes to
plan your rebuttal. From this point
on, NO new information is allowed.

• Do not spend too long on “frontloading” your questions.
• Use the opponent’s questioning time to go into information you want to talk
about
• Set traps for your opponents – have follow-up questions that ambush the
opponents.
• Turn the tables on your opponents – see if they will answer your questions
during their two minutes (they should deny you, but sometimes groups get
caught up and make basic mistakes).

Rebuttal Speeches. Rebuttal speeches are used to clarify major points in the case.
To be included in the rebuttal speech, the speaker should outline the case and
emphasize the team's stance on the major points. No new arguments for either case
Vladimir Mayakovsky
are allowed in the rebuttal speeches.
Conclusion. The goal of the conclusion is to be a final persuasion to get the audience to award you the

debate. You should be as persuasive as possible. Remember that you can not introduce new material at this
point in your debate. You should make sure that your conclusion “matches” your introduction. The points
that you made that you think will win you the debate should be repeated. Also, any points from the debate
that you want to repeat can be included here if you wish.

Language and Delivery in Debate. Like public speaking, effective debate speaking is clear, wellorganized, and informative. The audience is a big part of debate, and as the audience is acting as a judge
in the debate, the debaters should remember a few additional rules. The audience is not like a courtroom
judge, so the debater should not deliver as many facts as possible in a short time. The debater should
connect the information and present it to the audience as a completed work, not short facts haphazardly
glued together. The language used in debate contributes to this completeness by being intelligible, free of
jargon and clichés. Transitions are the key to a good debate. Debaters need to give verbal signposts, so the
audience can follow the outline.
Attitude of Speakers. Debate is controversial, and controversy often becomes heated. However, trying to
attack opponents gains nothing. Debaters should show respect for opponents and for the worth of ideas, as
well as displaying courtesy and fair-mindedness at all times. It is not realistic to take a "right or wrong" attitude
toward debate. Speakers should never forget that a good debate is an honest attempt to provide the
audience/judge with two different answers to the question asked in the proposition. Debate instructs its
participants in the intricate art of effectively communicating without attacking and alienating others.
Although the debate framework suggests two mutually exclusive answers, the knowledge and reasoning the
debaters present may suggest possible compromise or collaborate solutions.
Group Participation. All members of the group HAVE to participate. Throughout the debate, all group
members should have pens and papers in front of them to make notes during the debate. Make notes of
things you want to come back to later or want to address or clarify in the rebuttal phase. All group members
should actively participate throughout the debate. While only one member can give the introduction or
conclusion, all should be involved in asking and answering questions.
Good luck! This assignment is worth a bunch of project points and will be graded based upon your ability to
debate this issue and convince the judges that you are indeed deserved of your claim.

Date

Chpt.

Topics

08/28 - 08/30

Introduction

09/02 - 09/06

Introduction

Essay

Crash Course World History (and 2) on youtube.com
Ep. 1: Agricultural Revolution, Ep. 2: Indus Valley Civilization,
Ep 3: Mesopotamia, Ep. 4: Ancient Egypt
Episode 5: Persians & Greeks, Episode 6: Buddha and Ashoka,
Episode 8: Alexander, Episode 10: Rome, Episode 11: Christianity

09/09 - 09/13

12

Silk Roads

SAQ

Episode 9: The Silk Road and Ancient Trade

09/16 - 09/20

13

Empires in East Asia

SAQ

Episode 7: 2,000 Years of Chinese History

09/23 - 09/27

14

Expansive Realm of Islam

SAQ

Episode 13: Islam, the Quran, and the Five Pillars
Crash Course 2: Islam and Politics

09/30 - 10/04

15

India and Indian Ocean Basin

Expository

Episode 18: International Commerce and the Indian Ocean Basin

10/07 - 10/11

16

Two Worlds of Christendom

Comparison

10/14 - 10/18

17

Comparison

10/21 - 10/25

18

Nomadic Empires & Eurasian
Integration
States and Societies of SubSaharan Africa

Episode 12: The Fall of the Roman Empire in the 15th Century,
Episode 14: The Dark Ages, Medieval European History
Episode 17: Wait for it… The Mongols, Episode 20: Russian Kiev
and the Mongols

Comparison

Episode 16: Mansa Musa and Islam in Africa

10/28 - 11/01

19

Increasing Influence of Europe

Causation

Episode 15: The Crusades,
Episode 22: The Renaissance

11/04 - 11/08

20

The Americas and Oceania

Causation

Episode 27: Amazing life and death of Captain James Cook

11/11 - 11/15

21

Cross-Cultural Interactions

Causation

Episode 21: Columbus, da Gama, and Zheng He

11/18 - 11/22

22

Global Connections

Causation

Episode 23: Columbian Exchange, Episode 26: Seven Years War,
Crash Course 2: Dutch East India Company

Thanksgiving Break

11/25 – 11/29
12/02 - 12/06

23

Transformation of Europe

CCOT

12/09 - 12/13

24

The Americas and Oceania

CCOT

12/16 - 12/20

25

Africa and the Atlantic World

CCOT

Episode 25: The Spanish Empire
Crash Course 2: Martin Luther and the Reformation

Episode 24: The Atlantic Slave Trade

Winter Break

12/23 - 01/03
01/06 - 01/10

26

Tradition & Change in East
Asia

SAQ

01/13 - 01/17

27

Islamic Empires

Comparison

01/22 - 01/24

28

Revolutions and National
States in the Atlantic World

Causation

01/27 - 01/31

29

Industrial Society

DBQ

02/03 - 02/07

30

Americas in the Age of
Independence

DBQ

02/10 - 02/14

31

Societies at Crossroads

DBQ

02/17- 02/21

32

Global Empires

DBQ

Episode 35: Imperialism

02/24 - 02/28

33

The Great War

Causation

Episode 36: Archdukes
Crash Course 2: Who Started WWI? and How did WWI Start?

03/02 - 03/06

34

An Age of Anxiety

Comparison

03/09 - 03/13

35

Nationalism & Political
Identities

CCOT

03/16 - 03/20

36

WWII

SAQ

03/23 - 03/27

36

The Cold War

DBQ

Episode 39: The Cold War

03/30 - 04/03

37

The End of Empire

DBQ

Episode 40: Decolonization
Crash Course 2: The Congo and Africa’s World War

Episode 19: Venice and the Ottoman Empire
Crash Course 2: The Mughal Empire
Episode 28: American Revolution, Episode 29: French
Revolution, Episode 30: Haitian Revolution
Episode 32: Coal, Steam, and the Industrial Revolution
Episode 33: Capitalism and Socialism, CC2: Railroad Journey
Episode 31: Latin American Revolutions
Crash Course 2: War and Nation-Building in Latin America
Episode 34: Samurai and Daimyo
Crash Course 2: Asian Response to Imperialism

Episode 37: Communism and Nationalism in China,
Crash Course 2: Nonviolence and Peace Movements
Episode 38: World War II
Crash Course 2: World War II, a War for Resources

Spring Break

04/06 - 04/10
04/13 - 04/17

Crash Course 2: Japan in the Heian Period
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Episodes 41 & 42: Globalization

AP World History Regions

Valuable AP World History Map Information
Use the map on the opposite page to locate and label the Major Rivers, Major Landforms, and important Cities
from the list below. You do not have to label the Major Countries because you will do those on separate maps.
Region

Major Countries

Major Rivers/Seas

Major Landforms

Important Cities

East Asia

China, Japan, North
Korea, South Korea

Huang He River, Chang
Jiang River, South China
Sea, Yellow Sea

Mount Fuji, Gobi Desert,
Tibetan Plateau

Beijing, Seoul, Shanghai,
Tokyo (Edo), Hong Kong,
Hangzhou

Southeast Asia

Vietnam, Thailand, Lao
Indonesia, Malaysia

Mekong River, Irrawaddy
River

Straits of Malacca

Manila, Hanoi, Singapore,
Malacca, Jakarta

South Asia

India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh

Ganges River, Indus
River, Bay of Bengal

Himalayas, Hindu Kush,
Khyber Pass, monsoons

Calicut, Lahore, Mumbai,
Delhi

Southwest Asia
(Middle East) &
North Africa

Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Morocco, Israel, Turkey,
Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan

Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers, Nile River

Zagros Mountains, Arabian
Desert, Sahara Desert

Mecca, Medina, Cairo,
Istanbul (Constantinople),
Baghdad

Central Asia

Russia, Mongolia,
Kazakhstan

Volga River

Gobi Desert, Lake Baikal,
Ural Mountains, steppe

Samarkand, Tashkent

Southern Africa/
Sub- Saharan
Africa

Nigeria, Somalia,
Democratic Republic
of Congo, Kenya,
South Africa

Congo River, Zambezi
River, Niger River

Kalahari Desert, tropical
rainforest, Great Rift Valley,
Mount Kilimanjaro, Lake
Victoria

Timbuktu, Zanzibar,
Great Zimbabwe,
Cape Town, Lagos

Eastern Europe

Poland, Slovakia,
Lithuania, Croatia

Danube River, Black Sea

Caucasus Mountains,
Carpathian Mountains

Moscow, Prague

Western
Europe

Spain, United Kingdom,
Italy, Sweden, France,
Germany

Rhine River, Rhone
River, Elbe River,
Mediterranean Sea

Alps, Pyrenees, Straits of
Gibraltar

Amsterdam, Rome,
Paris, London, Berlin,
Lisbon, Madrid

Canada, United States,
Mexico

Mississippi River, Missouri
River, St. Lawrence
River, Rio Grande River

Rocky Mountains,
Canadian Shield, Sierra
Madre Mountains

New York, Boston,
Acapulco, Mexico City

Latin America

Mexico, Cuba,
Panama, Brazil,
Argentina

Amazon River, Rio de
la Plata, Parana

Amazon Rainforest, Andes
Mountains, Panama Canal

Potosi, Buenos Aires, Rio
de Janeiro, Brazilia

Oceania

Australia, New Zealand,
Papua New Guinea

Darling River, Murray River

Sydney, Wellington
Outback, Great Barrier
Reef, Great Dividing Range

North America

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE OCEANS
Indian
Ocean

This ocean is the site of major trading and cultural interaction between Europeans, Indians, the Chinese,
the Japanese, the Muslims and Africans. Before the invention of steam powered ships (1750-1914 A.D.),
merchants sailed the Indian ocean in accordance with the monsoon winds. Some of the first trading
interactions took place when people of the Harappan civilization sailed through one of it’s seas, the
Arabian Sea, to trade with ancient Sumer.

Atlantic
Ocean

The Atlantic Ocean was traversed countless times beginning in the early modern period (1450-1750).
Europeans especially used this ocean to make possible the exchange of goods between the New World
and the Old (Columbus Exchange). The Caribbean Sea saw the meeting of the tree cultures on the sugar
plantations of the sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries. The Mediterranean Sea, joined to the
Atlantic Ocean, saw the glories of early Middle Eastern and Greco-Roman civilizations.

Pacific
Ocean

The world’s larges ocean, the Pacific Ocean is dotted with islands that witnessed the ancient voyages of
Polynesian people of Oceania. The Bering Sea was the route of the earliest inhabitants of the Americans
into that continent. Societies of East and Southeast Asia communicated with one another by means of
the Sea of Japan and the South China and East China Seas. The Manila galleons of the sixteenth through
the nineteenth centuries joined Lain America, the Philippine Islands and China in trade. World wars saw
the use of Pacific islands for strategic purposes.

Essential Map Information

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

England
Netherlands
Germany
France
Italy
Russia

7. Spain
8. Belgium
9. Portugal
10. Greece
11. Poland
12. Sweden

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Argentina
Brazil
Chile
Bolivia
Ecuador
Panama

7. Peru
8. Cuba
9. Venezuela
10. Colombia
11. Falkland Islands
12. Haiti

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Pakistan
Saudi Arabia
Iraq
Iran
Israel
Oman

7. Turkey
8. Afghanistan
9. Syria
10. Yemen
11. Lebanon
12. Armenia

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

India
China
Vietnam
Taiwan
Japan
Indonesia

7. South Korea
8. North Korea
9. Philippines
10. Sri Lanka
11. Malaysia
12. Myanmar

Northern Africa

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Egypt
Sudan
Somalia
Nigeria
Ethiopia
Morocco

7. Mali
8. Libya
9. Tunisia
10. Sierra Leon
11. Mauritania
12. Western Sahara

1. ______________________________________

16.______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

17.______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

18.______________________________________

4. ______________________________________

19.______________________________________

5. ______________________________________

20.______________________________________

6. ______________________________________

21.______________________________________

7. ______________________________________

22.______________________________________

8. ______________________________________

23.______________________________________

9. ______________________________________

24.______________________________________

10. ______________________________________

25.______________________________________

11. ______________________________________

26.______________________________________

12. ______________________________________

27.______________________________________

13. ______________________________________

28.______________________________________

14. ______________________________________

29.______________________________________

15. ______________________________________

30.______________________________________

Southern Africa

Essential Countries to Know
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Congo
Kenya
Angola
Botswana
Madagascar
Zimbabwe

7. South Africa
8. Uganda
9. Rwanda
10. Burundi
11. Lesotho
12. Mozambique

1. ______________________________________

11.______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

12.______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

13.______________________________________

4. ______________________________________

14.______________________________________

5. ______________________________________

15.______________________________________

6. ______________________________________

16.______________________________________

7. ______________________________________

17.______________________________________

8. ______________________________________

18.______________________________________

9. ______________________________________

19.______________________________________

10. ______________________________________

20.______________________________________

