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... fostering gold standard partnerships!

Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through
a positive and
safe learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

Our Vision
The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.

Congratulations!

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
news-centered publication
produced by the SBCISD
Communications
Department for both district
personnel and the general
community. It highlights
district students, staff,
schools, departments, and
programs. It also serves to
disseminate general
education news.

The top winners of the district's 2019 Spelling Bee competition are pictured
alongside SBCISD Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman. Honorees
are, from left, champion – Eduardo Delgado, Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary;
second place winner – Lindsey Montemayor, Berta Cabaza Middle School;
and, third place winner – Kaitlynn McNutt, Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary.
The traditional Spelling Bee provides elementary and middle school students with an
opportunity to learn new words, sharpen their spelling and vocabulary skills, and vie for the title of the
school district’s top speller.
Thank you to absolutely everyone that helped make the 2019 spelling competition a S-U-C-C-E-S-S!
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“Do not wait; the
time will never be
‘just right.’ Start
where you stand,
and work with
whatever tools you
may have at your
command, and
better tools will be
found as you go
along.”
George Herbert,
British Poet

Keep up
with us ...
on the web!

@sbcisd

@SanBenitoCISD

sanbenito.cisd

KSBG
Programming

Investing in our Children’s Education SPAC
donates funds to SBCISD Scholarship Foundation
Last year, a group of community members organized to form a speciﬁc-purpose
political action committee (SPAC) to support the passage of the 2018 San Benito
CISD bond measure. The committee, Investing in our Children’s Education, raised
private funds to promote the passage of the bond. The $40 million bond was
approved by the voters in November 2018.
At a school board meeting held on Tuesday, January 22, 2019, the committee donated the
remaining balance of unspent funds to the San Benito Consolidated Independent School District
Scholarship Foundation. Committee Treasurer, Gilbert Weaver, and bond committee community members Lulu
Robinson and Robert Pedraza were on hand to present a check to Superintendent Dr. Nate Carman and the Board
of Trustees in the amount of $2,265.95. Funding will be used toward college scholarships awarded to graduating
San Benito CISD students.
“As a community, we recognized the need to invest in our children to provide the best facilities to support their
learning experience, and we worked hard to approve the funding for these projects,” said Weaver. “The SPAC was
created for this speciﬁc purpose, and now that we have accomplished our goals, we have ofﬁcially dissolved the
committee, closed our account, and decided to donate the unspent proceeds back to our San Benito students,”
Weaver explained.
“There is no better way than to give back to our students to support their future educational goals,” he added.
Board President Michael A. Vargas thanked the committee for their work to provide input throughout the bond
process, and for the donation to the scholarship foundation. “Thank you for helping us invest in our children’s
education, in every way we can,” Vargas stated.

A message from Dr. Carman ...
Acknowledging the important role that choice and individualization play
in the academic success of our students, San Benito CISD will be offering two
additional unique school options for families and students to consider for the
2019/2020 school year.
During January’s regular board meeting, Trustees unanimously approved
school of choice designations for Ed Downs Elementary, now the Ed Downs Fine
Arts Academy, and Sullivan Elementary, now the Sullivan Environmental Science
Academy.
These exciting educational initiatives have been carefully designed to engage
Nate Carman, Ed.D.
and empower students to reach their highest potential, challenging them
Superintendent of Schools
through diverse opportunities and innovate instruction.
The Ed Downs Fine Arts Academy, under the leadership of principal Manuela
Lopez, will be a diverse and inclusive school committed to academic excellence and integrity, while providing
personalized instruction and nurturing the artistic and expressive student.
The Fine Arts Academy will emphasize the following concepts: music – band, orchestra, keyboard/piano,
choir; dance – ballet, tap, jazz, modern dance; art; theatre; and video production. The academy is designed to
inspire a passion for creativity, empower self-expression through the arts, foster a place where students are
imaginative, and cultivate the whole child.
The Sullivan Environmental Science Academy, under the leadership of principal Diana Atkinson, will
promote environmental stewardship in a cooperative learning community so that each student
develops the skills and knowledge to be a responsible, environmentally conscious productive
citizen.
The Environmental Science Academy will foster an interest in environmental issues and
explore all aspects of the earth’s physical and biological environments. Students will be
introduced to the responsible use and protection of the natural environment, the means to a
more sustainable future, and the concept of environmental stewardship.
District and campus administrators are currently determining admission criteria as well as
tentative enrollment dates. Though students will be required to apply for each of the specialized
academies; offer open enrollment will be available both districtwide and valleywide.
Town hall meetings will be held in the next couple of months to allow parents and students an
opportunity to explore their academic options.
We will share admission criteria, enrollment dates, and information on the town halls as details
become available.
As we continue to provide a Gold Standard education for all of our students, we are conﬁdent
that our district’s two new schools of choice will draw students to new and exciting ways of learning.

Congratulations, Daniela!
Daniela Niño, a San Benito High School Belle,
was one of just over 300 student performers
from across the United States who participated
in the historic city of Rome’s New Year’s Day
celebration.
Individuals invited to perform in the Rome
celebration were part of the All-American
Dance Programs. Only the top 12% of athletes
who attend the programs’ summer camps
earned the opportunity to perform in the
holiday spectacular.
While in Italy, Daniela was able to visit historic
sites such as the renowned Spanish Steps and
the Colosseum – the famous Roman
amphitheater built between A.D. 70 and 72 and
used to host events such as gladiatorial games
during the Roman Empire.

Rangerville coach secures multiple grants
Rangerville Elementary Physical Education teacher Alfonso De La Cruz proudly displays a
$1,000 Target youth soccer grant check that he applied for on behalf of his students and school.
Committed to increasing access to soccer for youth across the country, the Target youth soccer
grant program provides grant monies for ﬁeld equipment to introduce more kids to soccer – one
of the top youth-participation sports in the United States. The program concept is that soccer is
so much more than just a game — it’s something that connects people of every age and culture,
all around the world!
The grant will allow Coach De La Cruz to upgrade Rangerville’s soccer program, including
purchasing new soccer goals and equipment. “It’s all to give our students an
opportunity to be successful,” says Coach De La Cruz.
In addition to the Target grant, De La Cruz has secured additional grants
from Fuel Up to Play 60 and Marathon Kids in
order to purchase physical ﬁtness equipment
and educational resources to help his
students choose healthier and more active
lifestyles.

Thank you, everyone!
San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy (VMA) students
in Olga Reyes’ reading classes held their traditional
breakfast drive. It was quite successful!
Students, campus staff and members of the community
donated breakfast good such as dry cereal, oatmeal,
granola bars, peanut butter, jelly, canned fruit, canned
juice, pancake mix, and powdered milk. All items collected
were donated to the San Benito Food Pantry.
According to San Benito Food Pantry representative
Forest Walker, the student group’s donation was
particularly helpful because during the winter months,
donations tend to be scarce.
Pictured, from left, are VMA principal Gilbert Galvan, a
group of students instrumental in the success of the
breakfast drive, and Walker.

Personnel trained on ﬁre extinguisher basics
Students develop video production skills
A KVEO 23 news team visited Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary and interviewed
members of the Cash News Network team. According to campus principal
Dilia Cornett, the Dr. Cash News Network (CNN) is a fully integrated video
production program with daily broadcasts.
“Participation in our CNN program allows scholars to develop their writing,
communication, creativity and organization skills critical for real world
success. It also provides a unique opportunity to gain hands-on video
production and on-camera experience not available in most elementary
schools,” explained Cornett.
The CNN student news anchors pictured are Elizabeth Garza and Lauren
Janelle Longoria.

Select campus personnel recently took the City of San
Benito Fire Department’s Basic Fire Extinguisher training
course. San Benito ﬁreﬁghters provided classroom
instruction as well as invaluable hands-on training in a
real-life, controlled environment.
Pictured is San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy
Assistant Principal JC Gonzalez.

News Briefs & Upcoming Events
There will be no school on Monday, February 4
San Benito CISD has designated Monday, February 4, as a weather
make-up day. There will be no classes for students.
Classes will resume at their regular time on Tuesday, February 5.

There will be no school on Friday, February 22
There will be no classes for San Benito CISD students on Friday,
February 22, 2019, due to it being a scheduled teacher preparation day
(work day for staff).
All classes will resume at their regular time on Monday,February 25.

The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability,
or age in its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments
of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar
de San Benito no discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal
como lo requieren el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la
Ley de Discriminación por Edad de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

