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District Spotlight

By The Numbers

State competition for Texas high school programs is
governed by the University Interscholastic League (UIL)
and is divided into six conferences, 1A – 6A, based on the
number of students enrolled within each high school. Each
conference is divided again for high school football teams.
Within a conference, schools are placed in either Division
I, the largest schools within the conference, or Division II,
the smallest schools within the conference classification.
All other UIL governed extracurricular programs including
non-football sports, academics, and fine arts compete with
high schools in their conference regardless of large or
small school status, making the enrollment difference much
greater for their competitions.
In October of odd numbered years, the UIL takes an
enrollment snapshot of the number of students in each Texas
high school. These enrollment numbers will determine the
conference and division of competition for each high school
over the next two years.
Where a high school falls within the enrollment range of
each conference can present a positive or negative effect
on its ability to compete. The enrollment difference between
2A and 3A high schools can be as much as 258 students.
Below are the enrollment ranges for 2A and 3A conferences
and divisions for the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 school
years.
2A – 3A Conferences and Divisions
Number of students enrolled
2A Conference 105 – 220 (Non - Football Competitions)
3A Conference 221 – 479 (Non - Football Competitions)
2A Division II 105 – 157 (Football)
2A Division I
158 – 220 (Football)
3A Division II 221 – 318 (Football)
3A Division I
319 – 479 (Football)

In the past two years, the Franklin football team has
competed in 3A Division I against high schools whose
enrollments ranged from 319 to 479. All the other Franklin
programs have been competing against high schools in
Conference 3A in which enrollments range from 221 to
479 students. As you can see, the Franklin programs may
compete against other high schools with more than a 100
student difference. In all non-football programs, some
smaller 3A high schools could be competing against other
3A high schools with over 200 more students. That is quite
a difference in enrollment!
On October 27, 2017, Franklin submitted a high school
enrollment of 350 students to UIL. This number will be used
to determine in which Conference and Division our programs
will compete during the 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 school
years. The Conference and Division numbers in the chart
above will be adjusted by UIL to accommodate enrollment
growth in the state of Texas. New conference and division
numbers will be released in February, 2018. High schools
will then be informed what school districts they will compete
against during the next two years. Here are just a few of the
current enrollment numbers for high schools the Franklin
Lions currently compete against:
Jarrell - 462, Rogers – 293, Cameron – 488, Rockdale –
453, Academy – 454, Teague – 433

Go Franklin Lions!

The Lion’s Roar is published out of the FISD Technology Department, P.O. Box 909, Franklin, Texas 77856.
For information pertaining to this section, contact Joe Squiers or Arlisa Hrncir (979) 828-7100.

FHS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER
9th - Veteran’s Day Assembly
9:00a.m. @ HS Main Gym
16th - 18th - Girls BBall Tourney
@ HS Main Gym

Principal’s
Point-of-View
Russell White

As the holiday season -- and exams -- whirl closer, it
makes sense to use effective study habits to make the
most of our time. Dr. John Grohol from Psyche Central
recommends the following:

DECEMBER

1. How you approach studying matters. Think
positively. Focus on the task at hand and avoid
negative thoughts popping into your mind.
2. Where you study is important. Choose a quiet area
without the distraction of a TV, computer, or other
people.
3. Bring all materials you need and nothing you do
not. For example, if a phone is not needed to study,
if may become too powerful of a distraction to
check messages or social media.
4. Outline and rewrite your notes. Chunk relevant
information together and mouth the words as you
rewrite them. Using multiple senses can help you
retain information.
5. Practice by yourself or with friends. Utilize past
exams, quizzes, or flashcards. Create your own
questions the teacher may ask on the exam to use
as a guide to help you study. Visualize different
ways in which the questions may be asked.
6. Make a schedule you can stick to. More material
will be learned and retained if studying is done
daily for 30-60 minutes instead of a four hour cram
session.

2nd - HS ATSSB All Region
Band Auditions
@ Groesbeck

Adopting effective study habits now will make studying
for exams -- and the grades you earn -- worth
celebrating.

20th - PSAT 9th Graders
22nd-24th - Thanksgiving Holidays
28th - 6:30p.m. Band Christmas
Concert
FHS Auditorium
28th - Girls BBall vs. Onalaska
6:00p.m. @Main Gym
Boys BBall vs. Snook
7:30p.m. @ HS Main Gym

Senior girls on the yearbook staff show off
their traditional senior overalls.

Michael Dao shows his freshmen how to
relax during Freshmen Mentoring Program
orientation.

4th - English I - 9 weeks test
5th -- Algebra I - 9 weeks test
5th - Girls BBall vs. Iola
6:00p.m. @ HS Main Gym
Boys BBall vs. Milano
7:30p.m. @ HS Main Gym
6th - English II - 9 weeks test
7th - US History - 9 weeks test
7th - 9th - Boys BBall Tourney
@ HS Main Gym
12th - Girls BBall vs. Hearne
6:00p.m. @ HS Main Gym
28th - Girls BBall vs. Waxahachie
2:00p.m. @ HS Main Gym

2018 Seniors take their traditional group picture
together after the Homecoming Pep Rally.

pus News
Counselor’s
Corner

Get to know
your Teachers!
Lori Dudley

Carrie Shields

If you could vacation anywhere, where would you go?
The Louvre in Paris, France

All Texas students who plan to attend
any form of college must take the Texas
Success Initiative (TSI) or qualify for an
exemption to prove college readiness.
FHS will be giving the TSI test on
Tuesday, November 21. If your child is a
sophomore or junior planning on taking
dual credit next year OR if you have a
senior enrolling at a technical school or
two or four year college or university,
they can sign up and pay in the office by
Friday, November 17. The cost is $30 for
the entire assessment (reading, writing,
and math) or $10 for each subtest. Prior
to testing, students need to take the
online TSI Pre-Assessment Activity and
turn in the certificate to Ms. Shields.

What is your favorite food/restaurant?
Razzoo’s - Anything Cajun

Please contact Carrie Shields for
questions or additional information.

courses taught:
Art 1,2,3,& 4
Ceramics 1,2,3,& 4

What made you want to start teaching?
I wanted to share my love of art with students
What are three key words to describe yourself?
Honest, passionate, self-driven

What do you love most about teaching at Franklin High School?
The support for the Fine Arts!
What do you do in your free time?
Spend it with my grandbaby, my adult children and caring for our horses and cattle
What is your biggest fear?
Not making a difference

StuCo Halloween winnners

Caitlin Watson, Lexie Williams, Becca Graham,
Megan Cox, Ana Glavez
Amy Burgess,
Jessica Richardson,
Jess Ray,
Chloe Narro-Alvers,
Clayton Currie

Raven Gustavus

Crystal Kosloski

Chloe Findley

FMS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER
10th - Veteran’s Day Assembly
9:00a.m. - FHS Main Gym
11th - Girls BBall Tourney
@ MS Gym
13th - FMS BBall vs Hearne
6:30p.m.

Principal’s
Point-of-View
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Life at FMS is very busy. As football and
volleyball seasons are coming to a close,
basketball is just beginning. Students are
collecting money and food that will benefit
Care Inc., our local food pantry. Practices
continue as our students prepare for the
UIL academic meet competition to be held
in December. The elementary meet for
grades 2-5 will be held on December 5th in
Rockdale. Franklin Middle School will host
the meet for grades 6-8 on December 6th.
Good luck to all our students!

8th graders use Calculator-Based Ranger
(CBRs to make graphs in math class.

17th - Progress Reports go out
18th - Boys BBall Tourney
@ MS Gym
20th - AIM for Success Parent Mtg
6:00 p.m.
21st - AIM for Success Assembly

FMS 5th graders are anxious to answer questions posed to them at
the Water Conservation Day activities.

PSAT test-8th graders
22nd-24th THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS
27th - FMS BBall vs Lexington
6:30p.m.
28th - GT Science-3:30 p.m.
Christmas Band Concert-7:00 p.m.

5th graders
use iPads
and QR codes
to find math
questions
to solve
allowing them
to gather
materials
needed to
survive the
Zombie
Apocalypse.

pus News
Halloween at FMS

Counselor’s
Corner
Jeri Reagan
During the first week of school, I visited
with all the students about bullying,
cyberbullying and a new law called David’s
Law. We talked about the consequences
of bullying for the bully and the victim. The
students at FMS also took a pledge against
cyberbullying by placing a sticker on their
devices and/or cellphones. This sticker is
intended to be a reminder of these harmful
effects. Students were also instructed
on where to report bullying at the school
and how to respond as a witness of these
situations.

Another upcoming event for the FMS
students is a presentation by AIM for
Success, titled Empowered to Defend.
This year the presentation will focus on
bullying. Bullying has always been around,
but with all the technological devices used
today, bullying can happen at any time. This
program is designed to inform students
how they can overcome hurtful words and
actions by teaching them ways to help stop
bullying.
As always, if you have any questions or
concerns please contact me at jreagan@
franklinisd.net or (979) 828-7200.

It was back to the 1950’s in the 8th grade on
Halloween.

Thanks!
Mrs. Reagan

RRE Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER

Principal’s
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Christie Smitherman

What a wonderful community we live
in! Students had a terrific time on
17th - 1st grade Field Trip to the October 31 as they dressed up and
Mayborne Museum
trick-or-treated around town. I would
like to thank each of the business
owners and workers for making this
20th-29th - Book Fair
happen for our children. As I walked
around with the students I saw people
21st - Grandparents’ Day
passing through admiring what our
town had prepared for us. I know the
22nd-24th - Thanksgiving Holidays
extra time and effort that is put into
this. Thank you for making our town
28th - GT Science Club @ MS
so special.
3:30p.m.

DECEMBER
5th - UIL in Rockdale
7th - PreK Christmas Program
for Parents
6:30 p.m. @ HS Auditorium
12th - GT Science Club

Elementary students are filling up our
kindness tree!

Students will be collecting food items
for the Franklin Food Pantry the
entire month of November. We are
excited to give back and serve our
community. Keep the items rolling in!
Grandparents Day Celebration will
be on November 21. Students will
be able to invite grandparents or
grandfriends to school on this day.
We will have a special treat for them
on November 21.

@ MS 3:30p.m.

Students are busy practicing for
the UIL meet that will take place
15th - Christmas Parties
in Rockdale on December 5. They
Early Release
will be representing our school and
competing against other schools in
18th-Jan. 3rd - Christmas Holidays our district. Wish us luck!

Cade and Jackson practice their best
vampire smiles while trick-or-treating
around town on Halloween.

pus News
Counselor’s
Corner
Kimberly Hudson
Good Attendance is a key to your
student’s success! Research shows
that children who are in school most of
the time do better in academics. Being
consistently late for school hurts a child’s
learning too. They are missing out on
important instruction at the beginning of
each day. Children can make up work,
but they can never get back what’s most
important: the discussions, the questions,
the explanations by the teacher and the
active learning and thinking that makes
the lessons come alive.
Students play Pass the Pumpkin during Mrs. Buckland’s party.

Parents are the most important influence
in their child’s life. There are many ways
that you can support your child’s learning
and school. Here are a few ideas:
Spend a few minutes each evening
going through your child’s backpack and
folders. Fill out any forms that need to be
returned the next day.
Contact your child’s teacher if you see a
problem. Working together will help your
child succeed.
Make sure teachers know you appreciate
their efforts. From time to time send a
quick note or e-mail letting them know
how you feel the year is going.
Understand the importance of sleep.
Stick to a good bedtime and create a
relaxing atmosphere to transition from
activity to sleep.
Working together, we can create success
for your child this school year.

Thing 1 and Thing 2 are arrested by the new Sheriff in town on Halloween.

Kimberley Hudson
RRE Counselor
khudson@franklinisd.net
(979) 828-7300

ROAR SUPPORTERS

All the way
to STATE Lions!

