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Hot Chocolate for Hard Work!

We’ve Got Spirit!

A sweet holiday treat was enjoyed by HomerCenter first graders before break. The three first
grade teachers, Mrs. Stossel, Mrs. Kowchuck, and
Mrs. Kochman, provided a hot chocolate party for
their students to reward them for their hard work
so far this school year.

The elementary students and staff participated in
“Ugly “Christmas/Sweater shirt day on December
18th. What a fun way to end the week and kick off
the holiday! This was a spirit day sponsored by “4
the Kids.” Our students and staff donated $81.66.
Check us out!

Help for the Holidays
Homer-Center Education Association donated two
$75 gift cards, one for an elementary family and
one for a high school family. The gift cards were
for the Ideel Market (formerly HC Bilo), to offset
the price of a holiday meal.
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HC Restaurant Days

Center students donated $1.00 to participate in the
festivities. Together we collected $149.40.

The annual Restaurant Days Project was another
success. This project is coordinated by the 7th grade
staff and math classes. Each year the classes set up
room 109 as a makeshift “restaurant.” Students and
their families donate food items and drinks, and the
classes make menus and arrange promotion and
advertising. Math skills and teamwork are exhibited to
make the project successful. Perhaps the greatest part
of the project is the fact that the money raised is
donated to a charity of the school’s choice. The whole
school is to be commended for their support, and it
would not be possible without the faculty and staff
contributing as well.

All funds raised were deposited in the “H-C 4 the Kids” fund.
This fund is used to give back to our students in
this district. The fund was able to pay for the
following educational experiences in 2014-15:

Christmas Carnival
The First Grade Team, Mrs. Kowchuck, Mrs.
Kochman, and Mrs. Stossel, organized the 2015
Christmas Carnival. This Carnival is for students in
grades K-3 and was held in the LGI room at HomerCenter Elementary School on December 22, 2015.
The teachers put together a schedule, decorated
the area, planned 12 games for the rotation, and
coordinated with other grade levels. The Homer-

*Transportation for the 5th grade field trip to the Carnegie
Science Center
*3rd Grade guest speaker: Bee Keeper
*4th Grade In-School experience: Water Conservation
*Transportation for the 1st grade field trip to Yellow Creek
State Park
The Committee looks forward to sponsoring several
educational activities in the 2015-16 school years as well.
Two of these include:
*Transportation for the 2nd grade field trip to the Carnegie
Museum of Natural History
*Transportation for the 3rd grade field trip to the Carnegie
Museum of Natural History
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HCHS Holiday Sing Along!

Groundhog Day, February 2nd, is a popular
tradition in the United States. Many of our
students don’t realize how close they actually are
to the Famous Furry Critter- Punxsutawney Phil.
We all know that Phil’s Shadow is the real show
stopper and we couldn’t have planned his visit at a
better time. Our First Graders are studying the
unit, Short Shadows, Long Shadows. This year Phil
came with his handlers on January 7, 2015.

The handlers present us with a fact filled assembly
about groundhogs, Groundhog Day, and all “Phil”
related information. We can then tie this
information into our Reading Unit, A Prairie Dog
Home.

Thank You to Colonial Toyota!
First grade thanks Colonial Toyota and the HomerCenter Teachers for organizing this reading
program. First grade loves our book Splat the Cat,
Snow, Blow, Snow! Our Title I Reading teachers
chose a great book for us to enjoy!
The very talented and creative “Lou and the Marksmen”
performed their annual Holiday Sing Along for the high
school. Making guest appearances this year were Mr.
Stolarz, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Hall. Teachers gathered for
the last song set, which included a parody of “Grandma
Got Run Over By a Reindeer.” The students very much
enjoyed hearing about Dr. Koren and John Collins … and
the reindeer!
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the Challenge Program and our sponsoring
company, Console Energy. The students were
rewarded for their accomplishments in the
following areas:

Christina Bruno’s Law Class (grades 11/12) toured
local Criminal Justice facilities for their
culminating activity for the semester-long course.
Places visited were as follows:
PSP-Indiana Barracks, Indiana County Courthouse,
Indiana Borough Police Department, Indiana
County Jail, and the Indiana County 911
(Emergency Management Agency). *We ran out
of time to visit the local magistrates.

Entrepreneur Club
The Homer-Center Elementary Entrepreneur Club
consists of over forty students from 5th and 6th
grade. The club began in September with the idea
of a student-run school store. The students
created the store including its name, start date,
inventory, price list and advertising. The store
opened on October 26, 2015, and continues
successful operation to date. Students now
completely run the set-up of the store as well as
the finances. Currently, the Entrepreneur Club has
returned its initial $140.00 startup donation that
was used to purchase inventory. Also, students
have managed to raise enough funds to continue
to replenish inventory, add additional inventory,
and make a $100.00 donation to the HC
Elementary "For the Kids" fund.

Challenge Program Recipients
Congratulations to the students pictured. The
students each received $200 reward checks from

L to R, Front Row
Stephanie Bernd- Senior STEM Award for work in
Graphics & Electronics Media
Allison Walker- Junior Attendance Award winner
Amber McAdoo- Senior Academic Improvement
Award winner
Kristen Peace- Junior Academic Excellence Award
winner
L to R, Back Row
Nicholas Horseman- Junior Community Service
Award winner
Jared Jordan- Junior Academic Improvement
Award winner
Rick Orr- Senior Community Service Award winner
Austin Mimis- Junior STEM Award winner for his
work in Masonry Technology
Hayden Michael- Senior Academic Excellence
Award winner
Not pictured- Dakota Coffman- Senior Attendance
Award winner
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Special Christmas Trees
Students in Mrs. Stossel’s First Grade classroom
each received their own little wooden Christmas
tree in honor of being part of the region that claims
to be “The Christmas Tree Capital of the World.”
Thank you to John Morganti, of Indiana, for
constructing these trees.

readied for the bee and its audience. Many others,
including maintenance, office staff, and teachers,
also provided a helpful hand.

Spelling Bee
The annual 6th Grade Spelling Bee was held
in the cafeteria on January 15, 2016. Sixteen
students participated. Gabi Page was the first
place winner. Brooklynn Neal received second
place while Michaela Catalano was the third place
winner. These three students will move on to
compete in the Indiana County Principal’s Bee in
May.
Behind the scenes, Mrs. Turk, with the help
of Mrs. Mateer and Mr. King, fulfilled the
responsibilities that go along with the planning and
operation of a successful spelling bee. For
example, study lists were prepared and copied.
Preliminary tests were scored and used to create a
contestant list. A pronouncer and judges were
secured, trophies were ordered, a typed program
was created, and the cafeteria was physically

HC and MC Unite!
In the name of writing, Homer-Center and Marion
Center high school teachers convened at HCHS to
focus on reading and writing. Teachers from both
schools attended sessions geared toward
improving student reading/writing responses in all
areas of the curriculum.
Homer-Center teachers held dress-down days,
which funded a delicious breakfast for both HomerCenter and Marion Center teachers. We received
many appreciative comments regarding the food
spread! Also, Homer-Center was complimented by
several Marion Center teachers, as to how wellkept and clean our building is!
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Heritage Boxes
Christina Bruno’s American History 11 (Honors)
students were assigned an interesting project.
Each student created a “Heritage Box” which
included a decorated shoebox, inclusion of 10-12
items representing his/her family, a family tree &
a minimum of a two-page essay, detailing various
family stories. As in past years, the project was a
great success. Students reported learning myriad
familial facts & stories. Additionally, they were
pleased to experience the excitement of their
family members when delving into their histories
& ethnic backgrounds. Their presentations to
their peers brought about great pride in knowing
that their own families had such great historical &
cultural significance.
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Elks Americanism Essay Contest
Three of our students were chosen as the first,
second, and third place winners of the Elks
Americanism Essay Contest. The topic of this
contest was “How I Can Promote Americanism and
Love of Country.” All fifth and sixth grade students
from any school in Indiana County were eligible to
submit an essay. In December, we discussed
Americanism and love of country prior to writing
individual essays in our fifth and sixth grade English
Language Arts classes. This was a difficult topic for
children of this age to grasp, making this an even
more impressive feat.
First place winner McKenna Kishlock (grade 5),
second place winner Isabela Bence (grade 6), and
third place winner Toby Bishop (grade 6) will each
receive $50 from the Indiana Elks Club, they are
invited to the Elks “Youth Week” in May to
celebrate this achievement, and their essays will go
on to the district competition. We are extremely
proud of McKenna, Isabela, and Toby for their hard
work and achievement!

Holiday Cookie Project Based Learning
The Fifth Graders worked very hard leading up to
Christmas break by completing a Holiday Cookie
Project. In Language Arts with Mrs. Skoff and Miss
Ramsey, they learned the etiquette of writing an
invitation, practiced close reading about the
invention of the cookie, constructed a graphic
organizer, and wrote an expository essay for

National Cookie Day. In Math with Mrs. Hirsch, the
students learned to read recipe cards and calculate
amounts of ingredients using decimals and
fractions as well as grocery store costs. In Social
Studies with Mrs. Mlakar, they learned about
Christmas traditions around the World studying 14
different countries, and they completed a
scavenger hunt. To conclude the project, students
measured and mixed the ingredients to make the
dough prior to rolling, cutting, baking, and
decorating their cookies. Mrs. McLoughlin, the
elementary cafeteria staff, and Ms. McCune were
an amazing help to make this project such a
success and we were able to bake around 300
cookies!
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Health Careers Club

Congratulations to Coach Ben McAdoo!

Health Careers Club is once again participating in
the Power Pack Program. Aimee Kemp from
ICCAAP has the food brought down to the High
School. After school, students report to room 204,
pack up bags of various foods and box them. Mr.
Ed Sutter and his crew transport the boxes to the
elementary for distribution by Kara Gardner. It is a
real HC team effort by all.

First Grade is proud of our own Ben McAdoo! We
added to his care package sent by the elementary
school.

Please mark your calendars: the Health Careers
Club Blood Drive is scheduled for March 11, 2016
in our High School Gym.

Health Careers Club is sponsored by
Mrs. Golic and Mrs. Andrie

