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In Memoriam
Fr. James Lawrence Cleary, OFM Cap.
1937-2019
On January 15, 2019, Fr. Jim
Cleary, OFM Cap. died at Mercy
Retirement and Care Center in
Oakland. Capuchin friars, family,
friends and parishioners from Watts
celebrated Fr. Jim’s Mass of Christian
Burial at Old Mission Santa Inés on
Feb. 9, 2019.
Story, p. 3

We congratulate our Capuchin brother, Fr. Christopher
Iwancio on receiving his Doctor of Education degree in
Catholic Educational Leadership from the University of
San Francisco on May 16, 2019. Fr. Chris is a member of the
faculty at St. Francis High School, La Cañada – Flintridge.

St. Mary’s Moraga students get
engaged with Christian art treasures

On Saturday and Sunday, March 22-24, 2019, OLA welcomed Fr.
David Beaumont, OFM Cap. and Br. Javier Ontiveros, OFM Cap. The
Capuchin friars came from N. Mexico to speak at the Masses and
meet school children from OLA and the School of Religion. The
Amig@s group led by Kathy Holmes and Barbara Trainor created a
festive atmosphere for kids and adults alike.

See more photos p. 6-7
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Prof. Thomas Proudstone and Fr. Hai Ho, OFM Cap. accompanied
sixteen Theology and Religious Studies students from St. Mary’s
College in Moraga, CA, who traveled to Italy during the January
Break to view the treasures of Christian art.
Story, p. 3

San Francisco Trivia:

Who was Benny Bufano?
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“We are truly
blessed by our
relationship
with you.”

Br. Victor Taglianetti makes perpetual
vows at St. Bede's Church, La Cañada

Peace and Good!
When we received the shocking news last year
around this time, of the premature death of our
dear brother, Fr. Jesús Vela, we were amazed at
the outpouring of prayer and support we received.
There were thousands who attended his funeral
Mass at St. Lawrence in Watts and many who later
travelled to the Santa Ynez Valley for the Mass and
burial.

On January 19, 2019, Br. Victor Taglianetti professed
perpetual vows at St. Bede’s Church in the presence of
Fr. Joseph Seraphin Dederick, Vicar Provincial.

Earlier this year something similar happened when
Fr. Jim Cleary died. There was such tremendous
gratitude for Fr. Jim’s many years of ministry and
friendship with the parishioners at St. Lawrence,
Watts.
I am grateful and proud of the positive impact our
brothers have on the lives of others. We never know
the affect our life and ministry as Capuchin Friars
has on those around us. I am also humbled by the
support received from our friends and benefactors.
We are truly blessed by our relationship with all of
you.
I would like to thank all those who have been
praying for me. My back is slowly healing and
surgery for the neuropathy in my hand was
successful. Please keep up the prayers as I continue
to heal.
We always keep all of you in our prayers, and
count on your prayers for us, as we all continue
to work toward building the Kingdom of God and
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ! The Lord bless
and keep you always!

Fr. Harold Snider, OFM Cap.
Provincial Minister
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Br. Victor with his parents and Friars.
From Br. Victor’s Prayer: “All praise, honor, and glory
to God the Father, through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen. I give thanks to God today, for the work He has
done in me these last seven years that I have been a
Capuchin.
Today the work of God in me has been made manifest
through my perpetual profession of vows, which are the
same vows that St. Francis of Assisi lived, as he ultimately
tried to follow and imitate the example of Jesus Christ
himself who lived out these vows.”
CAPUCHIN WEST is a publication of the Capuchin Franciscans,
Western America Province. © 2019.
PHOTOGRAPHS: Br. Marvin Abella, OFM Cap., Fr. Hai Ho, OFM Cap.,
Kathy Holmes, Fr. Hung Nguyen, OFM Cap., Fr. Miguel Ortiz, OFM
Cap., Br. Victor Taglianetti, OFM Cap., Barbara Trainor, Brs. Phil,
Heherson, Javier, OFM Cap.
CONTRIBUTORS: Br. Marvin Abella, OFM Cap., Fr. Peter Banks, OFM
Cap., Fr. Hai Ho, OFM Cap.
EDITOR: Sr. Jean Evans, RSM
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FR. JAMES CLEARY, OFM CAP.
1937 – 2019

“He was a gentle spirit—kind, good, loving, and
caring. He was the hidden gem of the Order,” said
Fr. Peter Banks, OFM Cap. of his Capuchin brother,
Fr. Jim Cleary.
Jim was born in Indianapolis in 1937 and raised
in a strong Irish Catholic family, as one of nine children. When the family moved from Indianapolis to
Pasadena, Jim attended St. Francis High School
where he first met the Capuchins. After high school,
Jim spent two years in the US Army.
Upon his return, Jim contacted Fr. Emilian Meade,
uncle of Fr. Michael Mahoney, about becoming a
Capuchin friar. After seminary studies, Jim was ordained at St. Bede’s Church, on September 5, 1970.
In his forty-nine years as a Capuchin priest, Fr. Jim
served at Our Lady of Angels, Hermiston, Oregon,
St. Francis High School, St. Lawrence of Brindisi Parish in Watts, and Old Mission Santa Inés. He was Director of Postulants at San Buenaventura Friary, San
Francisco for a time and then returned to Watts
where he served for twenty-one years.

"I’ve had a
challenging and
good life as a
Capuchin priest,”
Jim said.
Challenging, yes—
Jim suffered for
many years from a
muscular disease,
but that did not
hinder his
participation in
parish life.

Fr. Jim Cleary distributes Holy
Communion at St. Lawrence
Church in Watts. Fr. Peter Banks
sits in presider’s chair near
altar.

Fr. Jim Cleary with his friend and driver, Jim Healey.

“He preached from a wheelchair,” said Fr. Peter
Banks, OFM Cap., “I was blest to have known Jim
as a friend since 1977. My life blossomed as a priest
because of his kindness, goodness and encouragement to be Who I Am. We confided in each
other and had fun together. A wheelchair did not
make him bitter. It made him more beautiful.”
As his health declined, Fr. Jim was transferred to
St. John of God Retirement and Care Center in Los
Angeles. Later, he was moved to Mercy Retirement
and Care, Oakland, where he soon knew everyone by name.
Fr. Jim was called by Sister Death on January 15,
2019. Many friends and former parishioners attended his Mass of Christian Burial on Saturday, February 9, 2019 at Old Mission Santa Inés, Solvang. Fr.
Jim’s internment with military honors was followed
by a reception at St. Lorenzo Friary.

Trivia Answer:

Who is Benny
Bufano?
Sculptor Benny Bufano
came to America from Italy
with his family as a child. He
created many statues of St.
Francis around the City of
San Francisco. This granite
statue stands in Grace
Episcopal Cathedral in San
Francisco.
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CAPUCHINS WORLDWIDE
CAPUCHIN PREACHES TO POPES

North American and Pacific Capuchin
Conference for Mission & Development
convened in Burlingame March 24-27
In the United States there are six Capuchin
provinces each with its own Development
Department who raise funds to support the life and
ministry of the friars. Each year members of the
Development offices from all the provinces meet to
reflect on our best practices and common issues.

In 1980 Pope Saint John Paul II asked Italian
Capuchin Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, to lead a
Lenten retreat for the Pope and the members
of his household. For the last thirty-nine years, Fr.
Raniero has preached to Popes Benedict XVI
and Francis, to cardinals, bishops and heads
of men’s religious orders. He led USA Bishops on
retreat earlier this year. Trust in God the heart of
Fr. Raniero’s message.

CAPUCHIN WELCOMES POPE FRANCIS

Swiss-born bishop of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Paul Hinder, OFM Cap. welcomed the
Holy Father, Pope Francis to the UAE for a twoday visit, Feb. 3-5, 2019. Bishop Hinder shared
his perceptions of his flock: “My faithful are
all migrants of different social status. They
come from all over the world representing 100
different nationalities. Most come from Asia: the
Philippines and India, but Africans, Europeans,
and Americans also form the UAE’s multi-lingual,
multi-racial, multi-colored Church.” The UAE
is an Islamic society in which only 20% of the
population are citizens, while 80% are foreign
migrants there simply to work.
4

Representatives of the North American and
Pacific Capuchin Conference for Mission and
Development met in Burlingame from March 24-27
Representatives from the Denver, New Jersey, New
York, Pittsburgh and California provinces attended.
Br. Aklilu Petros, OFM Cap. Promoter from the Office
Economic Solidarity enlightened the group on the
extensive mission work of over 10,000 Capuchins in
106 countries.
The highlight for participants was Fr. David
Beaumont’s presentation on Capuchin spirituality
and his work in the Mexico Missions. The visitors
celebrated Mass at the Shrine of St. Francis and
toured the Shrine kindness of Fr. John De La Riva,
OFM Cap.

L-R Fr. John Pfannerstiel, OFM Cap., Stephanie Pedersen, Geri
Medock, Pittsburgh Province, and Br. Aklilu Petros, OFM Cap.
from the Capuchin Curia Offices in Rome.
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Fr. Hai and St. Mary’s students
discover Italian art treasures
As chaplain of St. Mary’s College, I was invited to
accompany the “Jan Term” class called Engaging
Christian Art. The study abroad course is taught
by Tom Poundstone, professor in the Theology &
Religious Studies department.
All nineteen of us began with three nights in Assisi,
where the students learned and I re-learned about
the life of our father, St. Francis. We were introduced
to the rich symbolism behind the many frescoes of
Giotto, Cimabue, and Simone Martini in the Basilica
of St. Francis.
Madonna of the Magnificat

I had so many favorite works of art! There was
Michelangelo’s Moses, The Pieta, and the ceiling of
the Sistine Chapel. Bernini’s Twelve Apostles in the
Lateran, and Caravaggio’s altarpieces, especially
The Conversion of Saul, were among my favorites.
How else could these artists have created such
marvelous treasures had it not been for their own
profound spirituality and grace-filled inspiration?
Cont’d p. 8

Our travels continued to Florence, the great capital
of Renaissance art where we visited Brunelleschi’s
magnificent Duomo, (above), the Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Flowers that seems to reach up to the
heavens.
Home to Michelangelo’s David and Da Vinci’s
painting the Annunciation, Botticelli’s Madonna of
the Magnificat, and countless other treasures in the
Uffizi Gallery, Florence seemed timeless. There was
no end to our reflections on the creative visions of
saints, sinners, and God’s saving grace.
We enjoyed day trips to Siena and Orvieto,
peaceful medieval towns where the art on
cathedral walls serves as visual sermons.

Fr. Hai and students stand atop the Duomo with the city of Florence
in the background.

"Beauty, under the care of artists,
has the ability to transform even the
everyday lives of men and women."
– Pope Francis

Capuchin West, No. 10 Summer 2019

5

Fiesta Fantastico: It's All about Children and Milk
In 2012, when Fr. David Beaumont, OFM Cap. came from
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, his parish in Yécora, Mexico, he
shared his greatest concern with OLA Parishioners at that time:
That children in his parish of twenty-six “chapels” could have
access to milk.
Soon after Fr. David’s visit, Kathy Holmes and Barbara Trainor
gathered interested parishioners to plan a way to meet the
children’s nutritional needs. Parishioners, school age children and
their parents from Our Lady of Angels, Burlingame and Old Mission
Santa Inés, Solvang began sending bags of powdered milk to
Fr. David to bring to the many parish centers in the highlands of
Sonora.
Recent photographs of children, at left, show the benefits of
the powdered milk they are receiving.
Thanks to your generosity “Programa Alimentario 1” offers the
possibility of a bright future to these and many other children.

Thanks to Amig@s de los Capuchinos, Parents,
little Amig@s, Planners and Volunteers! Thanks for
the Rosary Project and wonderful refreshments!
Thanks to OLA Parish for AMAZING support!

L-R Fathers David Beaumont, OFM Cap., Fr. James Stump, OFM Cap., and Fr. Donal
Burke, OFM Cap. support the bead workers!
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L-R. Fr. David Beaumont, OFM Cap.,
Kathy Holmes, Fr. Joseph, OFM, Cap
(Denver), Br. Peter Ciolino, OFM Cap.

Fr. Michael, OFM Cap.
blesses the children.

Families + Food + Fun = Amig@s de los Capuchinos!
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New Evangelization

Fr. David Beaumont leads retreat
for spiritual guides to deepen their
understanding of faith and culture

Young people lead the procession into the Church with incense,
cultural symbols and musical instruments.

Christian Art Tour cont’d from p. 5.
In the midst of so much beauty, I was
enlightened, not because I was able to see
more, but rather, see more clearly. Having
seen some of this art work before, I could
comprehend its meaning more fully because
of life experience and a more integrated
theological perspective.

In 1983, Pope St. John Paul II coined the term
“New Evangelization.” He wanted the spread of
the Gospel to be more intense and successful. It
would be new in ardor, new in expression and new
in methodology.
After each visit to mission lands in Asia and Africa,
he reflected on how values of the Gospel, the
“pearls” of the Gospel, are found in various local
cultures. The Pope wanted there to be a “dialogue”
between the elements of culture and faith so that
the faith could truly be lived by people in a way
that both challenged and encouraged their value
system.
The process is called inculturation. This seems to
be a part of Fr. David’s work: to accompany the
members of indigenous tribes in Sonora as they
discover and appreciate their own heritage and
then, through the preaching of the Gospel, to
facilitate their reflection on the cultural values that
may or may not be in harmony with the Gospel, an
activity helpful for all of us, no matter where we live.
–Sr. Jean Evans, RSM
8

Even more moving was the chance to be
present to the students as they shared how
they were inspired and challenged by these
masterpieces. Newfound knowledge was as
transformative for me as it was for them.
I hope that the students will continue to have
eyes and hearts open to see the beauty of
God’s grace in their lives. I hope to integrate
these wonders into my own life even more, so I
that I can help others glimpse God’s beauty in
the many signs of salvation around us.
–Fr. Hai Ho, OFM Cap.

St. Mary’s students visit St. Peter’s Square.
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VOCATIONS AND FORMATION

Friars from St. Conrad, House
of Studies in Berkeley hosted a
Come & See Weekend for young
men interested in Capuchin life.

The Novitiate is a one year period where young men
learn about and live Capuchin life. Through prayer and
spiritual guidance, they discover whether they have a call
to follow Christ as Capuchin Franciscans.
Novices were asked how manual work has influenced
their discernment of the Capuchin way of life.
“ Through working I have learned the value and dignity of work
and to apply myself to it diligently. Every work carried out with
love glorifies God…
“Work has taught me to be more patient, prudent and loving.”
“It has made me realize the importance of manual labor and of
doing one’s part for the good of the community.”

As part of my formation to
be a Capuchin priest, I have the
opportunity to minister at San Quentin
Prison this year. “Q” houses some of
California’s most high profile prisoners,
including over 700 men on death row.
Br. Victor and I meet with the
prisoners during the Sunday Mass.
We have been really blessed
with the opportunity to live our
Capuchin charism of “being with the
marginalized.”
In that short moment in these
men’s lives, I have witnessed their
hope at the Eucharist. The inmates’
sense of mercy, hope and dignity
permeates the chapel. Although they
are separated from the world, the
prisoners try to live these virtues in their
own context.
It is truly a blessing to be part of this
process and witness the grace that
flows inside those walls.
–Br. Marvin Mary Abella, OFM Cap.
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New Capuchin Fund Honors Brothers from the Past

g or

y C o ir o , O F

M

C

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New: In-Memoriam Brothers Legacy Circle Fund
Donation Form

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
_________________________________ Phone _______________________ Email ________________________
I wish to donate $_____________to the new ‘In-Memoriam Brothers Legacy Circle’ Fund. Attached with my
donation form is my check.
Instructions: Please include your donation form in the attached envelope (in the center). Any questions,
please call Capuchin Development Office at 650-347-1505.
We appreciate your support and remembrance of our Capuchin friars. If you wish to remember a
Capuchin after a funeral, this is a wonderful way to honor a specific Capuchin Brother.
Thank you for your support.

10

Capuchin West, No. 10 Summer 2019

Planned Giving Program
For more than a century, the Capuchin Franciscans
have played a vital part in the history of the West Coast
of the United States. The Capuchin Franciscan Order
of California has been blessed with many individuals
and families that have been a very important part
of the Capuchin’s mission. For years, countless
individuals have demonstrated their commitment to
the Capuchin ministries by contributing time, energy,
and financial support. Many have committed to the
goals and core values of the Capuchins.
Your willingness to include the Capuchins as a part of
your overall estate or financial plans will help ensure
that the Capuchins will be able to continue to serve.
Your generous gifts designated in your wills, trusts, or
other estate planning vehicles will allow this to happen.
The simplest and most common forms of Planned
Gifts include Bequests and Beneficiary Designations
that benefit both the donor and the Capuchins. By
including the Capuchins in your estate plans, you are
benefiting generations to come.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Some of the most common ways to give include:
• Cash
• Bequests and Trusts
• Appreciated Securities
• Real Estate
• Mutual Funds
• Life Insurance
• Retirement Plan Funds
For more information, please contact:
Fr. Donal Burke OFM Cap. (V. P. for Advancement)
Capuchin Development Office. 650-347-1505.

They are 10,000 priests and brothers inspired by
the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi who serve
God’s people in 106 countries.

Capuchin Franciscans Western America Province
Fr. Donal Burke, OFM Cap.
Vice President for Advancement

Development Office
(650) 347-1505 office
(650) 347-9209 fax
ofmcap@comcast.net

www.olacapuchins.org
www.beafriar.com

Provincial Office
(650) 344-8321 office
(650) 342-5664 fax
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11

Capuchin Franciscan Order
Office of Development
1345 Cortez Avenue
Burlingame, CA 94010

Non-Profit Org.
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OUR GOAL
The goal of the Capuchin Development Office is to fund the domestic and international mission of the Capuchin
Franciscans Western America Province. That mission ranges from support for our own Provincial members
ministering in California’s Western America Province of Our Lady of Angels, and its Custody in Northern Mexico.
The Capuchin Franciscan Province of Western America also generates support for the works of justice and mercy
undertaken by Capuchin Friars across the globe.
If you are interested in supporting our mission, please contact our Capuchin Development Office at 650-347-1505.

LET US KNOW:
The Capuchin West Newsletter is our way of illustrating how the Western America
Province fulfills its mission.
You, as part of our community, share this vision of service to those in need.

PROVINCE MISSION STATEMENT
As Capuchin Franciscans, we follow St. Francis of Assisi as brothers, living the Gospel in prayer, fraternity
and ministry, while witnessing simply to Jesus Christ and the Church as a joyful presence of hope and
salvation to all, especially to those most in need.
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Fr. Donal Burke, OFM Cap.
Vice President for Advancement
Capuchin Franciscans Western America Province

S

Through this publication, we demonstrate how we use resources that you
generously provide to us and hope the contents of Capuchin West will convey
a sense of the work we do and how valuable your contributions are to this work.
Please feel free to write us with your comments or suggestions at:
ofmcap@comcast.net. Many thanks for your continued support.
I N F R A N CIS

CA

www.olacapuchins.org
www.beafriar.com

