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Welcome to a NEW School Year!
Dear Parents,
Greetings and welcome to a new school year at East Primary! Students and staff
have been very busy these past several weeks and we have gotten off to a good
start. As a parent, you can help continue the momentum of this start to the year by
setting up good routines at home. Ensure that your child gets plenty of rest each
night and establish a consistent bedtime schedule. Likewise, set aside a consistent
time each evening for the completion of homework and for students to prepare for
the next day at school. Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher with any
homework or academic concerns.
Students may enter East Primary each morning beginning at 8:30 AM and report to
the cafeteria for breakfast. Breakfast and lunch are again free of charge to all
students who attend East Primary. Dismissal begins at 3:15 PM. Parents waiting for
walker students must remain on the sidewalk along Franklin Avenue to ensure a safe
and orderly dismissal process for our children.
We have many exciting events coming up. Fire Prevention Week is scheduled
October 21-25. We will continue our partnership with the Vandergrift Fire
Department who will be on hand each day to provide informational sessions for students. Please join us for Family Reading Night on October 23 from 6-7 PM to meet
our local fire department volunteers who will be our guest readers for the evening.
Please look for additional information to come home soon.
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We will also observe Red Ribbon Week this year from October 28-November 1.
Activities and assemblies have been coordinated through our PTO for each day and
will culminate in our annual Fall Party and Parade on November 1 . Again, please be
on the lookout for additional information to come home shortly with your child.
st

I continue to be proud to be able to serve the East Primary community as your
principal and am excited to work with our families again this school year. Please do
not hesitate to contact me at 724-567-6706 or at pat.marchand@kiskiarea.com with
concerns or questions you might.

Yours in education,

Mr. Marchand
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Please Join Us for FAMILY READING NIGHT!
Wednesday, October 23rd at 6 p.m.
Hear Firefighter Hannigan read...

“Pete the Cat, Firefighter Pete”

We will have stations run by our
Vandergrift Firefighters!

At-Home Learning Activities for Fall
By: Mrs. Komandt - Reading Specialist

You can let your child practice some learning activities at home. Enjoy the time you spend
together this fall.
 Start a collection of fall leaves. Place them between tissue paper and press them
inside a book. Then glue them in a scrapbook.
 Make a weather chart. Draw a weather symbol on the calendar for each day.
 Draw a picture of your favorite breakfast foods.
 Make a colorful picture of yourself on a fall day.
 Read for 15 minutes.
 List the five senses. Beside each sense, write a word or draw a picture to show what
you like to see, hear, taste, smell, and touch in the fall season.
 Make a bookmark. Use paper, fabric, or yarn.
 List 10 different vegetables. Write the words in ABC order.
 Trace your hand print on paper. Write your name on it. Write a word to describe
yourself on each finger.

Nurse’s News
By: Mrs. Zanotti
School Nurse

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) continues to recommend that a healthy child
should not be restricted from attending school because of head lice or nits (eggs). Children
should be allowed to finish the school day, be treated, and return to school. Children should be
taught not to share personal items such as combs, brushes and hats. Regular observation by
parents can also be an effective way to detect and quickly treat head lice infestations. Head
lice are not known to cause disease. Studies have shown that control measures such as, mass
screenings for nits, have not been shown to have a significant effect on the incidence of head
lice in a school community, nor have they been shown to be cost-effective. Letters communicating cases of head lice have been shown to increase community anxiety, increase social stigma causing embarrassment to the affected students and putting students’ right to confidentiality at risk.
The Kiski Area School District maintains the following information on their website:
*Lice: A student who is found with an active head lice infestation and/or nits may remain in school and in class until the end of the day but will be discouraged from close,
direct head-to-head contact with others. The parent/guardian will be notified by telephone that their student has lice and that prompt, effective treatment is necessary before returning to school. To prevent embarrassment or social stigma, the student’s infestation will be kept confidential. The student will be allowed to return to school after
being treated and the student has no live lice found on inspection. The parent/guardian
will be asked to complete a Verification of Treatment for Head Lice Form upon the student’s return to school. The school nurse will check the student before re-entering the
classroom. If live lice are found, the student will be sent home. Any absence beyond
one day, relative to head lice, will be regarded as an un-excused absence unless accompanied by a physician’s excuse.
Please see the Pennsylvania Department of Health Website regarding head lice and treatment
information.

Title IX and 504
The Kiski Area School District is an equal opportunity educational institution and will not discriminate on the bases of race, color, national origin, sex and
handicap in its activities, programs or employment practices as required by Title VI, Title IX and Section 504. For more information regarding civil or
grievance procedures, contact Mrs. Christine Ross, Federal Programs Coordinator at 1048 School Road, Leechurg PA, 15656 or by calling
(724) 845-2032.

Officers Visit First Grade
By: Mrs. Emanuelson
First Grade Teacher

On September 19th Officer Butz and Officer Hollis visited the first graders
at East Primary. The officers are Kiski Area’s resource officers. Officer Butz
is an Allegheny Township police officer and Officer Hollis is a Washington
Township police officer. Both officers work in the schools of Kiski Area
School District keeping everyone safe.
Officer Butz read a book, Police - Hurrying! Helping! Saving!, to the
students. The book taught the first graders about the many jobs a police
officer has to do. After the story the officers showed the students all the
tools they carry with them and explained what each tool was used for.
The first graders learned many new things about police officers and
they asked a lot of fantastic questions!
We would like to thank these officers for taking time to teach us about
their very important job.

Welcome to the new school year! The PTO is
excited to be kicking off this year with many fun
activities. We will be having our book fair the week
of 10/14 and an evening shopping night on 10/17.
October is red ribbon week which will lead into our
fall parties. Please consider joining the PTO to
volunteer! There are many opportunities that we
can use volunteers during the day and in the
evening. Please like our Facebook page:

East Primary PTO
in order to stay informed on all of the activities we
have planned for our students and families!
Amy Halter,
PTO President

