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Principal’s Message
Dear Kanoelani Ohana,
Welcome back to another exciting school
year!! In light of Hurricane Lane, I had
time to stop and reflect on what is truly
important, both as a leader and as a mother. I am even
more confident in our Choose Love direction for the school
community and believe that the way to foster each child’s
development is through this incredible Social Emotional
Learning program. During the potential crisis, we are
reminded that what matters the most is how we live our
lives and build our relationships. Having courage,
gratitude, forgiveness and compassion is the basis of our
mantra: WE > ME.

Calendar of Events
September
3
10
13
28

Labor Day - No School
Waiver Day - NoSchool
Papa John’s Fundraiser
Picture Taking Makeups

Kanoelani Chronicle

Our newsletter is written entirely by 5th and 6th
grade students. Our goal is to share all the
wonderful things that we do at our school

Speaking of that, did you notice that the Little League
baseball team had that on their team jerseys? What a
connection that we could all make to the value of doing life
together!! Huge congratulations to the team and Hawaii in
leading our country to victory!!! On the home front, we too
have a lot to celebrate!!
CONGRATULATIONS are in order, because we continue
to foster the whole child, and will again have a plethora of
opportunities for students to do, both during the day
through our Academies model, as well as extra-curricular
after school options. Art and Music is taking more of a
front seat right next to the increase in our real world
projects that will occur across campus this year. But in the
drivers seat this year will be a focus on Stephanie
Harvey’s Reading Comprehension strategies. We are
committed once again to building strong, passionate
readers who are equipped for the ever shifting job force
ahead.
In closing, we want to take a minute to welcome a few of
our new teachers who are highlighted
in this Chronicle issue, Mrs. Julia
Hennen, Ms. Ashley Ho, Ms. Kathryn
Roxburgh and Ms. Joy Chung.
Welcome to our Kanoelani Ohana!
Sincerely,
Stacie Kunihisa, Principal

Meet our journalists: (from left to right) Leland
Akau-Morgan, Micah Fernandez, Arah Lee, Naomi
Manamano, Rylee Jordan, Kou Hirohata

Students of the Week
8/13/18
Krystana Cadorna 2/
F101
Jenna Liang 5/B107
8/20/18
Skylar Cristobal1/P22
Isabella Acosta 5/B107
8/27/18
Alana Rabe 1/B101
Samari Li Wong 6/C103

News from the Office
Parking, Drop Offs and Pick Ups

Welcome back to school everyone and welcome back to local
traffic! Let’s be SAFE, COURTEOUS, AND RESPECTFUL with
one another as we manage our back to school jam in and around
our school!

There will be a procedural change in regards to our
Early Release policy from school. We will allow for
early release from school until 1:45PM (M, T, TH, F)
and until 1:00PM (Wed.). After 1:45PM (M, T, TH, F)
and 1:00PM (Wed.), you will have to pick up your
child(ren) at the end of the school day. Please note
the change and call the school ahead if you are
planning to release your child during school hours.
When paying for your child(ren)s lunch account or
other school activities, please turn in exact cash.
The office does not carry cash to make change.
We appreciate your cooperation with these matters.
Any questions or concerns, please call the office at
(808) 307-3800.

Kanoelani Craft Fair
October 20, 2018 9 am- 1 pm
Interested vendors please call 387-3800
Continuous Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE)
and its schools do not discriminate on the basis of
race, sex, age, color, natural origin, religion, or
disability in its
programs and activities.
Please direct inquiries regarding HIDOE
nondiscrimination policies as follows:
ADA/Section 504 inquiries: Krysti Sikita,
ADA/504 Specialist;
Title VI, Titile IX, and other inquiries:
Anne Marie Puglisi,
Director, Civil Rights Compliance Office,
Hawaii State Department of Education,
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804,
(808) 586-3322 or relay, crco@notes.k12.hi.us.

1. There is NO PARKING in the school parking lot except for the
marked handicapped stalls.
2. Curbside is for drop and go only. DO NOT park your car along
side the curb.
3. The hashlines along Oli Loop indicate no parking areas.
4. HRS indicates that parking in a culdesac is prohibited.
5. Our main cattle gate to the parking lot is closed at 1:45 and
reopened after the bus leaves about 2:15 p.m. daily. (Wed gate closes at 1:00 p.m. and reopens at 1:30 p.m.)
Thank you for putting safety as your primary goal as we work
together during drop off and pick up times!

Attendance Policy
HRS, Sec 302A-1132 states that unless otherwise indicated, all
children must attend school daily. (Once kindergarteners enroll in
school, all state/school laws/rules apply). Kanoelani is tasked with
monitoring each child’s attendance as dictated by Hawaii State law and
informing parents of their child’s current attendance status. (Although
tardies are treated as a separate issue, it is nonetheless a part of the
attendance policy and is monitored and followed as well).
Days Absent:
Action:
3
Teacher contacts parent
5+
Letter #1 to parent
10+
Letter #2 to parent - conference with teacher,
counselor, administration
15+
Letter #3 to parent - conference with counselor,
administration, social worker
20+
Conference with social worker, administration,
possible family court referral
Please contact the school whenever your child is absent. This
documentation is important when we meet with the social worker and
family court liasons. Please note that illnesses, as reported by parents
or doctor, are documented on your child’s record but we continue to
list total absence days when reporting out to parents. If you have
any questions, please phone Mr. Ohira or Mrs. Shibuya, our school
counselors.

Family vacations during the school year are not condoned.
If there is an emergency that requires you to take your child out
of school for a period of time, please make an appointment with
the school’s Principal to discuss the situation.

News from the Office
Lunchroom Reminders
1) Payment receipts will be sent
home daily with your child.
2) Meal payments must be
deposited (by parent/student)
in collection box in office.
Teachers are not allowed to
accept any payments.
3) Each student has their own account. When payments are
made make sure to include all names if you have more
than 1 child to be credited. There will be no transferring of
money between siblings.
4) Minimum Deposit: $10.00
5) Parents are responsible for keeping their child(ren)’s
account current at all times. The DOE does not have
funding resources to give free food or alternative meals to
students whose parents have neglected to provide a
means to eat in school.
6) Ala carte milk is $.75 regardless of lunch status.
7) Bring own utensil with your lunch.

Lunch Prices
Breakfast
Reduced
Adult BF

$1.10
$ .30
$2.40

Lunch
Reduced
Adult Lunch

$2.50
$ .40
$5.50

NUT ALLERGY

KANOELANI ELEMENTARY IS A NUT FREE ZONE
We are asking again for your support and understanding. We have
several youngsters that have a SEVERE allergy to nut products that
can be life threatening. Nut products can make their internal organs
swell and block breathing passages. An allergic reaction called
anaphylaxis to food generally occurs quickly, usually within a minute
or two after consumption.
Our staff is working closely with the families to prevent any accidental
ingestion. We would appreciate your help with the following:
1. Please discourage food trading between all students
especially at lunch or snack time.
2. Speak with your child about how everyone is speical
and unique.
3. DO NOT send nut products to school for lunches,
snacks or birthday goodie bags.
Thank you for speaking with your child about how everyone is special
and unique and for your understanding.

NOTICE & REQUEST FOR ACCOMMODATIONS
KANOELANI ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

HEALTH, WELLNESS, AND SAFETY POLICY
The Board of Education (Board) is committed to supporting a safe
and healthy work and learning environment that is conducive to student
and employee well-being. The Board recognizes that schools play an
integral part in educating and exposing students to wellness practices,
health-enhancing behaviors, good nutrition, and physical and other
school-based activities that lend to student achievement and learning.
The Department of Education (Department) has a fundamental
responsibility to provide a safe and healthy work and learning environment for all public school students, employees, and persons under its
jurisdiction. The Department shall establish regulations or guidelines to
implement this policy. The regulations or guidelines shall include, but
shall not be limited to, the establishment of: (1) goals for nutrition education, physical activity, and other school-based activities that are designed
to promote student wellness, as deemed appropriate by the Department;
(2) nutrition guidelines for all foods that are available on each school
campus during the school day, with the objectives of promoting student
health and reducing childhood obesity; and (3) a plan for measuring
implementation of the wellness policy.
The Department shall also maintain a Safety and Accident Prevention
Program that complies with federal and state laws, safety standards, and
rules.

If you are an individual with a disability, please
contact our office to make arrangements for accessibility to
school events at least 10 working days prior to the event. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your request.

Water Pollution
Prevention Awareness
Our school has a storm water management plan
that is available for review at the front office. It
is part of the federal government’s effort to keep
our streams and oceans clean and eliminate
pollution discharge. When it rains, pollution
such as litter, pesticides and household
chemicals eventually end up in the ocean. This
affects all of us because water is essential for
life here in Hawai’i and we spend a lot of time
playing in the ocean or eating seafood from the
ocean. As a community, we can work together
to make sure that our water resources are
protected. We have provided some information
about water pollution and things we can do to
prevent water pollution.

New Faces on Campus
Mrs. Hennen - Kindergarten

Ms. Ho - 2nd Grade

Have you noticed
the new classroom in
A105? Instead of the
computer lab, there is
a new kindergarten
class that is taught by
Mrs. Hennen. This is
her first year teaching
at Kanoelani.
Although this is her first year here, it will be her ninth
year teaching. Mrs. Hennen went to Jordan
Elementary in Minnesota, where she grew up as a
child. She also holds a Master’s Degree in Education
from the University of Minnesota. She wanted to teach
because she wanted to help students discover a love
of learning. She helps them do that by doing hands-on
activities and being enthusiastic about learning!
In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with her
husband and her Jack Russell/Terrier mix rescue dog,
named Skippy. They like to hike, go to the beach, and
explore new places. Her favorite color is purple. Mrs.
Hennen, we hope you enjoy your students and your
first year here!

This year we have a new
teacher in the 2nd grade,
Ms.Ho. We sat down in an
interview with her and this is a
little bit about her. Ms. Ho is
from Mililani. She went to
elementary school at Mililani
Waena, and high school at
Mililani High School #TGOD.
While she was in high school,
she took a class and really
enjoyed it. Also, her mom
wanted her to be a teacher, so she
did it! She went to college at UH of
Manoa. Then, she became a
teacher. One interesting thing is
about Ms. Ho is that she has been
on every Hawaiian island except
Niihau! During her free time, she
loves to go to the beach, read, and
cook. Her favorite food is pasta. So
if you see Ms. Ho around campus,
be sure to say hello!

Ms. Roxburgh - 3rd Grade

Ms. Chung - 6th Grade

Have you noticed a new teacher walking
around campus? She teaches 3rd grade in room P21.
Did you guess her name yet? Her name is Ms.
Roxburgh. Ms. Roxburgh went to two different
colleges, the University of Oregon and then the
University of Hawaii where she received her degree in
Elementary Education. She has worked at many
different schools and grades before coming to
Kanoelani. Some of the grades she has taught are1st
and 2nd grade. When Ms.
Roxburgh was young, she
lived down the street from
Kanoelani! On the
weekends and on her free
time she enjoys hanging
out with her friends. Some
places they like to go is the
beach and hiking, but Ms.
Roxburgh especially likes
to go over to her friend’s
house to play with their
dogs. I hope you enjoy it
here at Kanoelani, Ms.
Roxburgh!

In the 6th grade, we have a new
teacher, Mrs. Chung. Mrs. Chung
worked as a substitute teacher before
coming to Kanoelani. Her hobbies
are riding horses, sewing, and
traveling. Her favorite place to visit is
Japan. She loves pineapples, and
says that she’s loved them before
pineapples became a trend. She
went to college at City University of New York for
business which took 4 years, and then decided to go to
Chaminade University for her teaching degree which
she received in 18
months! Mrs. Chung
has five kids and
came to this
Kanoelani because
of the many different
programs that
Kanoelani has to
offer. Mrs.Chung
says “It’s never too
late to start
something you love.”

By Arah Lee

By Naomi Manmano

By Kou Hirohata

By Rylee Jordan

What’s New on Campus
New Brand, New Theme, New Word for the Year
By Arah Lee

If you look around the school, our new brand, “Learn More, Care More, Be More” is
all around the campus and reminds us of our school values. It was a long process to
come up with this brand. It was created by Mrs. Taira with the help of her daughter,
Hailey. “Learn more” is about education and learning. “Care more” has to do with
the heart, and “Be more” is about your spirit, and being a better you. We wanted to
brand our school because we want to share the same message of what we care most
about, to everyone from students, to teachers, to parents, to our community. Looking
around, you might also see a word and theme
posted around campus; the word, “CHANGE,”
and the Incredibles. The word “change” reminds
our teachers to change it up! They can teach
different things or in different ways; to be creative
and to try new things. The Incredibles is our
theme for this year because kids can relate to the moral of the story: “If you work
together, you can accomplish anything, and don’t be afraid be different.” This
theme is also related to our mantra, We>Me. A great way to explain this is, “If I
go alone I will go fast, but if we go together we will go far.” Our new brand, new
theme and new word will help us all have a great school year!

Kanoelani Town
By Kou Hirohata

You may have seen the newly painted, colorful town on our campus. Did you wonder how it got there? The reason
for bringing a town to our campus is to bring hands on learning to selected students that learn differently. Instead of
having to to stay in class all day doing boring old seatwork, the students are given a community feeling without
having to leave campus. In Kanoelani Town you can find a bank, post office, and grocery store, as well as a road
that runs through the town! The children can visit the grocery store and learn how to buy snacks, and visit the post
office to mail letters. They learn how to count money or cross the street without having to do it in real life. The whole
project was done over the summer while we were all on summer vacation. It was a group project that was worked
on by many different people. The creator and designer of Kanoelani Town was Kim Yamakawa. Ms. Yamakawa,
with the help of many different people brought Kanoelani Town to life! This wonderful group is made up of resource
teachers from our Leeward District Office. Special thanks goes out to Jody Agpalsa, Nikki Moniz, Karina Koda, Hope
Hatakenaka, Tina
Domingo, Erin
Lowrey, Staci
Sanpei, Sarah
Lockett, and Kerry
Shiroma. Special
thanks also goes out
to Striping by Lee,
LLC who made our
town road look
exactly like the real
thing! Kanoelani
Town is a great
addition to own
school. It helps with
learning and looks
cool too!

Campus Closeup
6th Grade Team Building
By Leland Akau-Morgan

Every year the 6th grade takes a walk to the upper field. There, we did a
team building activity. During the team building day we learned how to work
together as a team and got to know each other. Some activities we did
was working together to move a can around a circle by only using our feet!
Another thing we had to do was a human pretzel. We tangled our arms
and had to work as a team to untangle
ourselves without letting go of
each other. It seemed
impossible but in the end we
were able to do it. The whole
purpose of the field trip was to
work together in groups and
have fun with everyone. Team
building day was a get way to
get to know one another and
learn about what great
teamwork can do!

Kanoelani Glee and Choir
By Arah Lee

Kanoelani Glee and Choir is a performing arts group at our
school. Every year, Glee holds auditions for new members. It is
open to grades 4, 5, and 6. They learn special songs to perform
at school or off campus. There is usually about 25-35 members.
Choir is open to our younger students in grades 1, 2, and 3.
Both are taught by Mrs. Twinkle Hayashi and are advised by
Ms. Powell. Throughout the year, Glee performs at many
different events such as our Rainbow assemblies, at the Pearl
City Complex Music Festival in February, our annual Winter
Assembly, and even Christmas caroling within the community.
This year, they will also perform at the Choose Love
Conference that will be held at our school. Special guests will be
coming to Kanoelani to learn about our Choose Love Program!

Students join Glee and Choir because they love to
sing and perform.
Joining Glee and Choir helps students gain
confidence. I think they are an amazing group!

BLAST FROM THE PAST
Kanoelani’s Got Talent
By Micah Fernandez and
Leland Akau-Morgan

At the end of last school year,
Kanoelani put on a talent show
organized by Mrs. Twinkle
Hayashi...Kanoelani’s Got Talent!
About forty students and staff had to
go through two different auditions,
with only fifteen acts making it
through. Kanoelani Glee, Choir, and
Dance opened the show with songs
from the movie, The Greatest
Showman. There were so many
wonderful performances including
piano, ukulele, magic by Landon the
Magnificent, dances like hip hop and
hula, and many wonderful singers.
There were even cheer, and karate
acts! These talented performers did
an amazing job, in front of the whole
school and special guests! There were
around 800 people in attendance! Glee and choir closed the show with more songs from the from The
Greatest Showman and Kanoelani Dance performed a hip hop dance choreographed by Mr. James, and ballet
choreographed by Mrs. Major. I enjoyed seeing all of the many talents and hope we do it again this year!

The Greatest Show Carnival
By Naomi Manmano and Rylee Jordan

At the end of last year, the performing arts members were
treated to a fun evening. “The Greatest Show Carnival”
was a special event to celebrate a year full of successful
performances. The cafeteria was decorated to look like
the inside of a carnival tent and had the color theme of
yellow, black, white, and red. There were flags, balloons,
and lots of games. Some of the games and activities
were ball toss, bean bag toss, tattoos, and photo booth.
Family members of Glee, Choir, Dance, and Music
Enrichment were also invited. There were snacks like
Cotton Candy and popcorn, and lemonade. Kanoelani
Glee, Choir and Dance did a special performance for everyone. The
Carnival was put together by
Mrs.Twinkle, with the help of Ms.
Powell, Ms. Fernandez and Ms.
Kaai as well as many volunteers
and donations from some families.
It was so enjoyable and brought
much joy and relief to everyone to
finish the year with a wonderful
celebration! In all, it was a
spectacular event!

Smile Section
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COURAGE
LOVE
KINDNESS
CARE

Q: What has hands but cannot clap?
A: A clock
Q: What has to be broken before you can
use it?
A: An egg

COMPASSION GRATITUDE
SHARE
FRIEND
LISTEN
HELP
SMILE

“I went to Disneyland and went to really deep pool and learned how to scuba
dive!”
Heston Ryan/ 5th
“I just hanged out with my friends”
James Mercado/ 4th
“I played with my dog, and then I flew my drone,
and I played Fortnite”
Josiah Galanto/ 6th
“I got to work in the aquaponics at Kanoelani,
spent time with my family, and slept in past eight!”
Ms. Kaai/ Art Teacher
“I played with my friends!”
Jana-Dee Sugai/ 2nd
“I went to my cheer practices”
Shyanne Plunkett/ 6th
“I went to the beach 3 times a week.”
Mia Garlitos/ 5th

