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Smoke
Signals

WHS Drama and Theater Arts
Take on Lewis Carroll Twist
By VERONICA VARGUESE, senior staff writer

News in Brief:
This October,
the Weehawken
School District
welcomed
veteran educator Dr.
Terrance Brennan as our
Interim Superintendent.

WHS Community
Mourns Loss of
Veteran Guidance T
Counselor Mrs. Ziek

By Staff Writer
hile still coping with the loss of
our dearly missed Principal Colasurdo, the Weehawken community has lost yet another essential member
of our family. Veteran guidance couselor
Mrs. Ziek passed away on October 16, leaving Weehawken administrators, students
and staff mourning her absence.
Working in the district for over two decades, Mrs. Ziek provided an immeasurable
service to us all. With her unique combination of a no-nonsense attitude and
a genuine concern for students and
staff, she was an excellent guidance counselor. Over the years, she helped countless
students dealing with everything from academic struggles, college applications, and
even more personal issues.
Assistant Superintendent Ms. Francesa
Amato who worked with Mrs. Ziek for years
explained, “Chiara Ziek was more than a
counselor, educator and teacher. She was
a mentor, a leader, a jokester and
our dear friend. To count the number
of students and teachers she positively impacted would be impossible. She dedicated
24 years of her life to the students of Weehawken.”
How much she touched our community was especially evident when Principal
Ferullo had to deliver the sad news to the
students and staff. The auditorium filled
with the entire student body and staff fell
completely silent as many wiped away tears
over the shock of
losing someone
that had provided such constant support
to our c o m munity. We can
only hope that
we gave back to
her as much as
she gave to us.

W

he lights of the school auditorium dim;
the music fades out. Our scene begins
with actress Anya and her dear friend
and actor Ed rehearsing for their theater’s
rendition of Alice in Wonderland. However,
once left alone on stage, Anya has a sudden
pain in her chest and loses consciousness.
Awakened by a white rabbit with a waistcoat
and a watch, Anya, now known as Alice, finds
herself entangled in a world of wonder…
On Friday, November 30 and Saturday,
December 1, the WHS Drama Department
presented this year’s choice of play, Awaiting Wonderland, a moving take on the Lewis
Carroll classic.
Like past plays, this year’s school production was largely student-driven. In fact,
they even decided on Awaiting Wonderland
themselves . “We originally put out a bunch
of different plays and we narrowed it down to
Alice in Wonderland,” WHS theater teacher
Ms Jacobs explained. “We went and looked
for a cool version of it—we wanted something
that would not be what you’ve seen before.”
Not only did the students choose the play,
but they also handled the lighting and designed many of the colorful costumes we saw
during the performance. “I love the Mad Hatter’s hat because the kids did it all,” stated Ms.
McParland, who was in charge of scenic and
costume design. Everything was a collaborative process between the teachers and students. “The most rewarding experience,” Ms
McParland said, “was having the students in
here the two nights of the play getting along
great and enjoying their time and helping
each other.”
The WHS cast and crew once again
have outdone themselves in delivering a
passionate performance, working especially
hard to create the peculiar and enchanting
world of Wonderland. “My favorite character
was the Queen of Hearts” remarked sophomore Amanda Mirasola who came to see the
play on the opening night, “Nia Eberhard did
a really good job of portraying her. She was
angry at times and giddy at times. She made
the character come to life.”
For the actors, emulating the well-known
and loved characters of Alice in Wonderland
was a challenging but exciting experience.
Twelfth grader Crystal Serrano, who played
the role of the Cheshire Cat described her ex-

perience. “It was fun because you had to move
your head a certain way and you had to walk a
certain way. The fact that I did it and it pulled
through and made everyone happy, made me
happy, especially when the kids came up to
me at the end.”
For senior Rafael Sanchez, the Mad Hatter
was one of the most challenging characters he
has played. “The Hatter is hard to pin down at
first,” he remarked. “The thing is that the Hatter is crazy [...] but there is a certain distinction between mad psychotic and a good-crazy
like the Hatter.” However, as he went along,
he learned how to balance the distinct sides
of his part and delivered a stellar performance.
Junior Sofia Tauriello was thrilled when
she received the role of Anya/Alice. Not only
was it her first lead role, but it was a role
unlike one she has ever received before. “I’ve
never played a character that’s nice or good,
so I like being able to change myself to act
more innocent and childlike for the role of
Alice,” Sofia explained. “I got to step out of
my boundaries and adapt to playing a different character.” She said she is thrilled to have
Alice on her list of characters and is proud of
the experience she has gained.
From the costumes to the backdrops to the
actors’ amazing performances, this year’s play
was truly magical. Hours of dedication
put into rehearsals, set and costume design,
makeup, lighting and more helped to deliver
a performance with an important meaning.
Awaiting Wonderland’s playwright Steven
Stack originally wrote the piece for one of
his students suffering with health issues, Ms
Jacob noted.
“I think we always want to believe that
when we lose someone we love, they go to a
better place,” Ms. Jacobs explained. “Steven
Stack wrote the play as a way of coping with
what was happening to his student—like a
catharsis—like a creative expression. [..] For
Stack, a student was sick and he made her
Alice and she went to Wonderland.”
Ultimately, the students and staff of Weehawken High School presented a performance
with a lasting message: When faced with
the unknown, we rely on friendship,
we rely on love, and in many respects
we come to rely on our own fantastic,
extraordinary worlds of wonder.

Homecoming Just Keeps Getting Better and Better

By ALEXANDRA DELGADO and FARAH RAFIQ, freshman staff writers

A

n announcement was made last
minute at 1:12 PM on November 15
that Weehawken High Schools second annual Homecoming was postponed to
December 4. A severe storm was the cause
of the delay which led many students to
be distressed due to the fact that they had
plans and appointments. However, many
other students were actually relieved since
this cancellation gave them more time to
prepare.
Sophomore Daniela Franco and Austin
Rogers both said that they were disappointed when the Homecoming was delayed, but
that did not stop them from enjoying the
rescheduled dance.¨The DJ was a lot better
than last year’s,” sophomore Daniela Franco explained.
Many aspects of Homecoming changed
compared to the previous year’s. This year
the school sprung for a student DJ, junior
Marvin Amaro. Not only did this save the

school the expense of paying for a professional, but the feedback from the royal
court was exceptionally better than the
recent year’s.
Guidance Counselor Ms. Bodtman commented, “The DJ was definitely a change
for the better since last year we had hired
a DJ who wasn’t any good at all.” She also
said that this year nearly 300 students
came to Homecoming, almost 100 more
students than last year.
Not only was the music astounding, but
the committee did an outstanding job on
the decor. The gymnasium scenery was
dark with soft yellow lights and warm
candles, while the students were gleaming with smiles on their faces enjoying the
tunes provided by our student DJ. With the
beautiful glittering lights on a backdrop,
students could take pictures, always keeping their memories in place.
To student attendees, Mr.Ferullo gave

warm welcomes and Weehawken police
officers offered a sense of security.
The Homecoming committee served
chips for anyone who got hungry from the
all the dancing. The crowd had a life of its
own, with the guys all spruced up and the
ladies vibrant dresses shining through the
glossy gymnasium.
Time flew by as the clock was ticking
and it was finally the moment everyone had
been anxiously waiting for. Everyone gathered around in a half circle crowding over
each other trying their best to get a good
view of the announcer.
Manny Encarnacion and Loen Albuquerque were crowned Homecoming King
and Queen of the royal court. This dance
was definitely a success for our school, and
hopefully there are many more years ahead
like this. Aside from the delay, the decor,
DJ, and school spirit really made this 2018
Homecoming epic.

WHS Band Continues to Excel in State Championships
T
By CHARLY CASTILLO, freshman staff writer

he Weehawken High School Marching Band has long been noted as one
of the most prominent marching
bands in the Northeastern region, and
they were sure to prove it on Sunday,
October 28, when the band of 40 won the
Group 1A New Jersey State Championships.
Because this year’s State Championships were scheduled to take place at
Rowan University in Glassboro, approximately a two hour drive, all members had
to be at the high school by 6 AM. Some
members admit to being awake by 4 in the
morning that day to prepare for the early
morning competition. Although this may
sound exhausting to some, early call times
and hard work do not even faze band
members, as that is what they have devoted part of their summers to.
Before the beginning of the season,
there was band camp, a 12 hours a day,
two week long training camp where aspiring members and veterans learn the
music, drill, and movements for the show.
After this, they have two hour practices

three times a week in order to hone their
marching abilities to the next level.
With the many grueling hours spent
in practice, it is only logical why the band
has been on a winning streak ever since
2015. Due to their hard work on even
the most miniscule of details, the WHS
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Marching Band was able to win the USBands New Jersey State Championships
Group 1A with an impressive score of
90.375, as well as bring back awards for
Best Percussion, Best Colorguard, Best
Overall Effect, and Best Visual. Congrats
to the band on this season!
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Real Time Proves to be a Robust Information System
By CAROL MIRANDA, junior staff writer

T

hroughout the years
at Weehawken High
School there have been
plenty of changes and this
year has brought a big change
with the transition from Powerschool to Real Time.
So far, the Real Time student information system has
been found to be much better for parents, students and
staff to use. Real Time has
many positive features that
people are enjoying and for
many the qualities of Real
Time are superior to those of
PowerSchool.
“It’s easier for teachers
and staff to use. The parent
and student portal are much
clearer, with more robust
information,” stated Ms.
Amato.

On Real Time, parents are
able to receive notices that
used to be sent home instantly on the parent portal. Now,
they can know much more
about what their child is doing.
“One of our biggest decisions to change to Real Time
was because of their more
informative parent portal.
Parents can see all student
letters that would usually be
sent home now posted on
Real Time,” said Ms. Wendolowski. “On Real Time,
parents can see students’
grades, email teachers directly from the portal, see which
bus the student is on, their
child’s schedule, and community service hours,” Ms.
Wendolowski added.

Students have also found
themselves being helped by
the many different features of
Real Time.
“I can see everything I need
to know, for example, what
I have to do to bring up my
grades or how many hours
I need to volunteer,” noted
sophomore Karla Pesantes.
The adjustment to Real Time
has varied from person to
person, but teachers and
staff may have adapted to
the program a bit easier than
students have.
“Many teachers and staff
like Real Time much better
than PowerSchool. A lot of
time in the summer went into
preparing for he change from
Real Time to PowerSchool.
There was training for teach-

ers, counselors and secretaries,” remarked Ms. Amato.
Some students have noted that they have had a few
difficulties in the beginning
adjusting to Real Time after
having used PowerSchool for
such a long time.
“I was really confused at
first because I am not used to
the website,” admitted senior,
Sofia Gonzalez. However, Sofia also pointed out, “You get
to see your grades and you
do not have to be waiting for
your report card or progress
reports. It’s much quicker.”
While some people are
encountering minor inconveniences, Real Time seems
to be the better alternative to
PowerSchool and everyone
can enjoy its useful features.

New PreAP Curriculum Challenges Freshmen
By MOURTADA MBAYE, junior staff writer

T

his year has brought an important
shift for freshman students, the
induction of a new curriculum
that is called Pre-AP. It is currently in
its earliest phase and is in its first year
of practice. Weehawken High School
has been accepted as one of the first
100 schools participating in this new
program.
The process of getting a school to
participate in Pre-AP is fairly simple. The school receives info from the
College Board, and the school has to
submit an application. Part of the decision to accept a school is based on
the school’s statistics and its ability to
commit and spend money towards the
program. The school either receives a
pending acceptance or a decline if they
meet the College Board’s needs or not.
Schools participating in the program ensure that Pre-AP courses are
available to all freshmen. This means
that there are no barriers such as test
scores, grades in prior coursework, or
teacher or counselor recommendations

in order
to participate in Pre-AP.
The Pre-AP program’s objectives are
to significantly increase the number
of students who are able to access and
complete college level work before leaving high school by improving the college readiness of all students who are
involved. The Pre-AP program focuses
on less overall content and instead concentrates on the most essential skills of
a given subject.
Pre-AP consists of a series of stimulating classes for students and teachers,
consisting of subjects such as English I,
Algebra I and Biology. For students, the
Pre-AP can be challenging because the
classes are as complex as college-level
courses. For teachers, Pre-AP is tough
for a variety of reasons. Freshman English Teacher Mrs. Petronzio’s view on
Pre-AP is that it is difficult because it is
new.
“I think what is challenging about it
so far is that it’s a new curriculum and
we are reading new texts. There are

different question structures kids may
not be used to, and the challenge at this
point is just because it’s new. For a student to achieve success in my AP class,
a lot of effort is required. The Pre-AP
course often breaks down problems
into multiple steps, and the students
need to apply their full effort into each
of those steps in order to be successful
in the class,” Mrs. Petronzio said.
Algebra I teacher Mr.Larsen, explained that for his students, “the PreAP course is not hard, but it is a lot of
work.”
Participation in Pre-AP courses places
students on a path to college readiness
because the courses provide students
with opportunities to engage deeply with texts, motivating problems to
solve and questions to answer, and key
concepts that focus on the content and
skills central to each discipline. Pre-AP
also prepares students for enrolling
in actual AP courses and gives them a
taste of what it is like.

Kindness Coins Add More Fun to Week of Respect
By LAYDELIZ MARTINEZ and JOEY ROVITO, staff writers

K

indness Week this year saw a new
addition to the way we celebrate it
around the school. This new twist
was called the “Kindness Coin.”
The idea was from Mrs. Roder, and in
the end of the whole week, whoever had
the most coins would be given a prize
from her. But overall the whole kindness coin was put together from Mr.
Ferullo and the gym staff from October
to October 5.
The Kindness Coin was “a yellow coin
that you pass around when someone
does something nice for you,” she explained. Its purpose was to spread kindness throughout the WHS community.
Teachers loved the new addition of
the Kindness Coin. Mr. Parkinson, a
7th and 8th grade math teacher, said:
“Kindness week is about putting all your
attention into one thing which is being

kind to one another, and it’s cool to be
kind because being kind is something
that I think everyone should do no matter what.”
Students also enjoyed
the Kindness Coins. “I think
that kindness week went
great because a lot of people participated and even
the new idea, the Kindness
Coin, worked out, since
everyone was using it correctly,” stated sophomore
Yasmine Hamdi.
It is important to “remember to be kind to everyone and appreciate everyone
around you,” Sophomore
Jessica Tlacuatl agreed.
Seems like everyone appreciated the new addition
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of the Kindness Coins to Kindness week,
and enjoyed being respectful to one
another.
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Art Class Designs September 11 Memorial The Turkey Run:

A Decades Old
Tradition

By BRISAIDI CABALLERO and MARY SKULLER, freshman staff writers

By NATALIE JONAS, sophomore
staff writer

O

n a chilly Thanksgiving
morning, over forty
Peer Leaders offered
their assistance to help feed
the elderly, the infirm, and
others. The Turkey Run has
been a decades old tradition,
in which Peer Leaders and
Weehawken citizens alike
deliver hot Thanksgiving
meals to those in need.
The hearty Thanksgiving
meals were supplied by the
Four Star Diner in Union
City. Buses took the volunteers all over Weehawken,
from downtown all the way
to 50th Street. Over three
hundred meals were delivered, each meal being presented to the recipient with
holiday cheer and warm
greetings.
Sophomore Julia Sall said
Freshman Olivia Mitchell Rheindorf, Sydney Williams, Brianna Stratton, and Giovanna Notaro showed off their 9/11 project
about the annual Turkey Run
o honor the lives lost on
different idea about what they
leen responded, ¨I did some
event: “I do the Turkey Run
September 11, Ms. McPar- would like to create.
research to know how and
because it is definitely one
land tasked her students
Some of Ms. McParland´s
what happened to the towers
of the most heartwarming
to work on an art project. These students came up with the idea in 2001.¨ Many others knew
and fulfilling experiences in
students worked in groups
of adding a new clear building
about the tragedy because of
Peer Leadership as we get to
to make a new version of the
in the middle of the towers,
their parents since most of the
interact with our community
memorial to commemorate the containing all the names of
students weren’t even born by
victims who lost their lives on
those who lost their lives on
that year. Some of their parents and people that need help.”

T

September 11, 2001, when two
Towers fell in New York due to
a terrorist attack.
The project required the
students to figure out what they
would add in between the ¨new
towers.¨ Even though there
already is a monument in their
honor, the students appreciated the chance to be creative
and make their own personal
renditions.
They worked in their seperate groups, each of which had a

that tragic day.
One of her students named
Atiya Daste used a wire material to represent a sculpture. She
explained that it was supposed
to mean that ¨the towers were
gone but still visible in the
mind.¨
On the day of presentations,
Ms.McParland asked her students different questions to
know how they individually felt
and how they found out about
9/11. One of her students Kath-

even witnessed when the towers fell themselves.
Ms. McParland had told her
students,¨During that time, I
was at the school, and parents
had to come pick the students
up.¨ Her students also explained how they felt when they
heard about the event. Doing
the project and listening to others’ presenations, they tried to
relate to the families who had
lost loved ones in the chaos.

Students, firemen and members of
the Town Council delivered turkey
dinners to the needy, elderly and
infirm. Photo credit: Mrs. Mantineo.

Welcome Wagon Celebrates New Students
By MISHA NAIR, sophomore staff writer

O

n Friday, October 12, the
Welcome Wagon was
hosted by peer leaders
featuring new students. The
peer leaders hope to help the
new students be a part of the
Weehawken family. As Mrs.

Mantineo, the teacher in charge
of Peer Leadership, stated, “It
promotes community in the
school since we are welcoming
new students into our family
because #WEEAreFamily.”
Those participating in this
event hope to have a large impact on all new kids that enter
the school. At the very least as
Ms. Mantineo puts it, “They
will make a friend who will give
them advice and sit with them
at lunch.”
Not only is this event important to make sure that all
new students feel welcomed,
but it also attracts students to
join Peer Leadership which is a
club aimed at helping the community.
This event is a unique tradition in our WHS community.
Senior Loen Albuquerque and
peer leadership vice president,
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said, “In other bigger schools
you could be one in a million…”
Here at WHS, all new students
get attention. This shows that
we care about their experience
here, and we hope to make it
the best.
During the Welcome Wagon, new students get a chance
to meet their peers and old
students get a chance to meet
new students. All and all, this
event is just a party to celebrate
everyone. A new student to the
school from Jersey City, Brielle
Smith, commented, “I thought
it was fun and I got to meet new
people.”
This year’s Welcome Wagon
concluded with a chocolate cake
which was the cherry on top.
Seniors Rex Fukuda and Jennie London
welcome 7th grader Dante Calabrese.
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LOTS: A Club for Giving Back
By FILIP MALESEV, sophomore staff writer

LOTS members takes a picture on break from their hard work

T

he LOTS program,
meaning “Lunch on
Tuesdays,” has been
gaining steam this school
year with a considerable increase in member numbers.
This sudden increase is
most likely as a result of the
club expo, which may have
brought extra attention to
the club. With an influx of
new members, production
and output speed has gotten
much quicker; however, it
has posed some new exciting challenges.

The distribution and deliveries of the lunches fall
on Ms. McParland, the club
coordinator. The materials
are almost always bought
and brought in by the three
seniors that work with Ms.
McParland. These seniors,
Khail, Jason and Katrina,
are also responsible for
much of the clubs leadership.
“Me, Jason and Katrina,
we’re the leaders of LOTS,”
commented Khail, one of
the three senior club assis-

tants. “Basically what we do
is make sure everything is
organized.”
That’s not their only
job, however. Khail, Jason
and Katrina must also plan
club venues and organize
activities, as well as bring
the food that all of the club
attendees get to use.
“We do all the club related stuff, such as the club
expo and anything that has
to do with sign-ups,” Khail
continued. “We go to ACME
every week to get the materials,” essentially providing
all of the necessities for the
whole club.
With the means in place,
club members get to enjoy
an assortment of different
activities. Although, most of
the students seem to favor
one over the others.
“I would say most people
probably decorate bags,
doing the creative side,” explained Amanda, a sophomore and 3-year attendee at
the club. “I like to see what

the kids put on the bags,
sometimes it can be really
inspirational… People put
really positive messages...”
The students can also be a
part of the packing process,
as well as preparing the
food itself. Most importantly all of the students attending must, therefore, work
collaboratively to get the
lunches out and finished on
time. All of the food goes to
those in need. LOTS offers
an alternative to the usual,
menial community service
work.
By being a feel-good club,
members can talk amongst
each other, eat and help out
the community, all whilst
gaining community service
hours. The club is open to
all students willing to participate, and you may join at
any point during the year. It
meets every Tuesday during
lunch, so make sure you
don’t miss the next meet!

Girls Who Code Promotes Day of the Girl
By VICTORIA SAMPSON, junior staff writer

T

his fall new club Girls Who Code
celebrated the Day of the Girl by
writing inspirational quotes on
students’ and teachers’ palms.
On October 11, for the project, which
was mostly student-driven, club members went around the school helping
students and staff think of words of
inspiration to write on their hands.
Sophomore Austin Rogers-Myers
wrote a compliment “You are beautiful”
while others wrote uplifting phrases like
Freshman Sophia Alvarado who decided to write “Spread joy.” Sophomore
Kellie-Anne Poirier wrote a simple but
meaningful phrase, “Love yourself.”
Raising awareness for International
Day of the Girl, according to President
Spanish teacher Ms. Figueroa proudly disBrianna Mera and club advisor Ms.Parplayed “Power to the Girl” on her hands.
kinson, was the perfect project for Girls
Who Code because the club was made
to help and uplift young women. Girls
Who Code was also made to make girls
believe they can do and be the same
thing as boys can.
Sophomore Hayden Forbes explained
that she joined because she “ felt that
there needed to be a change in today’s
society and women needed to feel empowered.”
Sophomore Jamie Ochoa joined for
similar reasons. She said, “I believe this
club will help make most or every girl
feel, appreciable, and special.”
For anyone who hasn’t joined yet
and is still thinking about participating,
there is still time to become a member.
The club president Brianna Mera said,
“If any girls in Weehawken High School
would like to join and make a change
in today’s society feel free to join Girls
Who Code.” Girls Who Code will also
soon be offering a summer internship
opportunity. See Ms. Parkinson if you
Business teacher Mrs. Abdou expressed support
are interested.
by having “Support Each Other” on her hand.
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Junior Chole Yang and Senior Brianna Mera
celebrated Day of the Girl by writing “Be
Yourself” and “Acceptance & Equality.”

Theater teacher Ms. Jacobs and Sophomore
Hayden Forbes spread positivity by writing
“Girl Power” and “Be Kind.”

Fall 2018

New Teacher Ms. Andrews Mr. Novis Enjoys
Small WHS
is a Dedicated Mentor
By: ARIA MUSIC and RAAFI NAVEED, 7th grade staff writers

M

s. Andrews, a passionate
new band teacher, has
recently joined WHS,
and she is already doing an incredible job.
Ms. Andrews grew up in
Marlton, New Jersey and went
to Cherokee High School, where
she attended the marching
band and dreamed of being a
teacher. After graduating from

high school in 2013, she earned
a double major in Music Education and Jazz Performance
at Rutgers. Throughout high
school and college, she gained
vast experience with DCI (Drum
Corps International) marching
groups, which helped prepare
her to teach band. Before coming
to WHS, she taught at Glassboro
Intermediate School for two
years.
Mr. Gorman, a Weehawken
staff member, who has known
Ms. Andrews since college feels
she is doing great. He said, “I
think that Ms. Andrews does an
excellent job in the classroom
of keeping her lessons interesting and engaging for students
while also challenging them and
developing their musical skills.
She does a great job relating to
them and building positive relationships through her teaching
style.”
Freshman marching band
student, Joseph Fiorenza, expressed several things about Ms.
Andrews. He explained, “I really

enjoy having Ms. Andrews as my
band teacher and I’ve learned
more than I can count under
Ms. Andrews.” He continued, “I
enjoy her style of teaching a lot
because it is hands-on.”
Seventh grade JV band student, Chloe Reyes said, “I like
Ms. Andrews because she makes
band one of the best classes ever.
She is teaching us so many new
things about music. She has been
and is still doing a great job of
helping us with new things like
new notes for example. If we are
struggling with one, she will go
over the note with us repeatedly
until we get it right. Plus, she is
super nice and very patient with
all of us no matter what happens.”
Fellow teacher Mr. Gorman
explained that the marching
band has benefited a lot from
Ms. Andrews. So far, the marching band has maintained their
1st Place position at State Championships in Group 1A and has
earned 3rd Place at National
Championships in Group 1A.

Community

By SABRINA FONG, sophomore staff writer

A

t just twenty-two years old,
Mr. Novis is our newest edition to the English department
and is the teacher of six different
classes, including Honors English II,
English II, and ELA Lab.
Growing up, Novis had aspirations of becoming an esteemed
lawyer and never imagined teaching
English to high school students. He
attended Rutgers University, and
maintained a 4.0 GPA throughout
his college career.
He said, “I basically just realized
it wasn’t for me after taking a few internships with that kind of work, and
fell down a rabbit hole of wondering
what to do with my life”
As he pondered what career to
pursue in college, the thought of becoming a teacher sprang to his head
with the help of a family member.
He chose to teach at Weehawken
because of the interconnection of
our small town, saying that he “loves
teaching at Weehawken because of
its size.” He added, “How quickly
you can become familiar with everybody is incredible, and it really lends
to feeling like part of a community
bigger than myself. It also helps that
everybody is extremely friendly and
kind, and I couldn’t have asked for
more pleasant students. I feel extremely fortunate to have ended up
here so early in my career.”
Sophomore Sahony Cordero,
Many students have expressed
one of her students, said, “Ms.
their positive opinions about him,
Eberhard is a very good teacher,
my favorite thing about her is that saying that he is a good teacher and
she always has a story to tell. I’ve is invigorating in class.
Sophomore Julia Sall said, “He
learned a lot from her, and it’s
does
many class discussions, which
only been three months of school.”
invokes participation and communication skills.”

Ms. Eberhard a Welcome Addition to WHS
By ANYELI MARTE and MAYELI MARTE, junior staff writers
hen it comes to teachers,
She and her friend would help
sometimes students can
kids by giving them clothes. “I had
be a little picky, but not
a friend who had a clothing comto worry this year we got a new
pany. We got all these clothes and
U.S and African American History gave them out to all these kids ,”
teacher Ms. Eberhard who enjoys
stated Ms. Eberhard
teaching and is great at helping
Before she started at WHS, she
others.
taught 5th graders at Roosevelt
Before becoming a teacher, Ms. for the past five years. All that
Eberhard used to help out in her
changed when she got a call from
children’s schools, and that’s what the superintendent, “ This year
inspired her to become a teacher.
Dr. Zywicki called me over and
“I started volunteering in
asked me if I would like to come
Roland and Nia’s school, so I was
to the WHS, so I was like why
like! Oh man I should become a
not, and he told me that I could
teacher, so when I moved back to
teach an African American history
America I got my teacher certificourse which I was super excited
cate,” explained Ms. Eberhard.
about,” she explained.
Ms. Eberhard decided to teach
Ms. Eberhard loves giving her
because she wanted to contribute
students projects to see how creatto student education and be a mo- ed they can be. “My favorite projtivation to them.
ect right now is National History
“Education [has always been]
Day,” explained Ms. Eberhard.
really important to me. So even
Students enjoy Ms. Eberhard
working at [a] record company, I
because she’s humorous, motivatwould do stuff with the school.”
ed, funny, and bold.

W

Dr. Swinford
Works to Make
a Difference

By CHARLY CASTILLO, freshman staff writer

A

From Soccer Coach to Math
Teacher, Mr. Connors Does It All

By CHLOE ATWELL, sophomore staff writer
HS soccer coach, Mr. other. It seems like a very nice
Connors, kicked off the place.”
year with his new role in
When it comes to teaching
the math department, teaching a here, Mr. Connors believes that,
variety of courses including In- although every course brings
troduction to Statistics, Applied its difficulties, his older classes
Math, Algebra II, and Math Lab (juniors and seniors) are able to
7/8.
“learn quicker and be on their
This isn’t his first year teachown.”
ing though as he has taught at
Although Mr. Connors has
a few other schools. “This is my
older kids, he also has younger
26th or 27th year teaching,”
students. Zoe Collins, a Math Lab
Connors xplained. He has worked 7 student, explained what she
at schools in Hoboken, Bergen
enjoys about the class. “It’s really
County, West Jersey, and more.
fun. He’s a nice teacher, but the
But now that he is in Weeone thing I like most about this
hawken, Mr. Connors explained
class is we do Mathspace,” wherehow he feels with the new school
as student Alan Ortiz said his
year rolling around. “It’s nice,
favorite part of the class is “after
it’s small, everybody seems to get [they do] work, [the class] gets
along and seems to know each
free time.”

W
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When the school day ends,
Mr. Connors goes to coach Weehawken High Schools girls soccer
team. The players on the team
are happy to have Mr. Connors as
a coach for a second year
“He’s a really good coach,”
Daniella Calaharro, sophomore
soccer player ecstatically explained. “He motivates us mentally and physically. He pushes us
to do our best.”
Karla Pesantes feels similarly,
“He taught me a lot and I feel like
I actually got a lot better. Before
the games, he gives us a pep talk
and he knows we have so much
potential.”
With a coach like Connors, it
looks like the future for the girl’s
soccer team is looking up.

t the beginning of the school
year, students and teachers
alike welcomed new Biology,
Honors Biology, and AP Biology
teacher, Dr. Elizabeth Duran Swinford. Having been an educator for
over thirty years and holding positions such as Assistant Principal,
Principal, Director of Personnel,
Associate Superintendent, and Superintendent of Schools around the
country, it is fair to say that she is
qualified in her field.
Having received her PhD and a
stellar education, she now wants to
“return the gift of knowledge that
was bestowed upon [her]” to the students of Weehawken. In her classes,
Dr. Swinford focuses on being able
to teach students about theories
developed about living things and
then apply it to new information, but
according to her, what is most important about teaching is “increasing the awareness of the world that
surrounds us, and stimulate critical
thinking.”
However, what is most memorable about Dr. Swinford is that when
asked about why she loves teaching, she replied with this: “Being a
teacher is a profoundly challenging,
yet rewarding job. I wake up every
morning smiling knowing that I
can grow, influence a life, love my
students and have fun! My students
make me laugh, they make me tear
up with their stories, but most importantly, they make me feel as if I
can make a difference in their lives.”
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AP History Imagines Classical
Autopsies and Obituaries
By ALEXANDRA DELGADO and FARAH RAFIQ, freshmen staff writers

O

n October 10, Ms. Parkinson’s
first period AP World History
class presented poster boards
using the analogy of an autopsy and
an obituary. The poster board projects were shown in the media center
for the students to understand and
to explain why each group’s assigned
classical empire died.
For a portion of their research, the
students wrote about the successors
and achievements of their empire.
They mentioned the civilizations
in their prime. Not only were they
speaking about how the civilizations
were in the moment, but they were
also appreciating and praising how
the empire progressed over the years
and led humankind closer to where
we are today. Eventually after they
spoke about the obituaries of their
empires, they moved onto presenting
their autopsies.The autopsies went
into great detail about why and how

each of the empires came to a gnarly
end.
Commenting on why she enjoyed
the project so much, Ms. Parkinson
simply said that “Posters are fun and
different.”
This does not seem like something
major at first, but when looking back
at previous years, it shines a light
on a weird aspect of coming into the
high school. Now for us students,
having technology at our disposal
has become the typical normal for
us, so using a poster board does
make us work a little harder, but it
also means that we may actually be
more involved with the project. Of
course being involved in the project is how you get it done, but if the
students had done the project on
the Chromebooks, Google wouldn’t
have made them actually remember
something very important about
history.

Have you noticed that everyone in
the school is attached to using some
sort of technology? Well, it’s true.
Whether it’s a chromebook,a smartboard,and or a cell phone, we don’t
always express ourselves in concrete
ways, and Ms.Parkinson believes
that students expressing their creativity is extremely important.

Ms. Parkinson’s AP History students combined
research and creativity to complete their projects.

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month
How Do You Celebrate Your Heritage?
By Jenniffer Marte, junior staff writer

Mrs. Nygren celebrates
her heritage by speaking
Spanish and teaching her
son to speak Spanish.

Ms.Parkinson
Ms. Puma celebrates
celebrates her heritage at her heritage “as
Christmas because it is soon as possible.”
a tradition for her family.

Students Juliette, Karen and Ashley all celebrate their Hispanic heritage by eating the delicious food and speaking Spanish.

Our
Hispanic
Origins
Remembering Our Hispanic Heroes
By LIVIA AVAL and YERIDANIA MARTE, staff writers

S

onia Sotomayo is an
Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court
of the United States,
appointed by President
Barack Obama. She has
the distinction of being
its first justice of Hispanic descent and the
first Latina.

L

in-Manuel
Miranda is
a composer,
lyricist, rapper, and
best known for his
for creating and
starring in Hamilton, a musical
in which Miranda
argues that Alexander Hamilton “embodies hiphop.”
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By SAHONY CORDERO and KEVIN RENDON, staff writers

G

abriela Garcia
Marquez was
a Colombian
novelist, short-story
writer, screenwriter
and journalist who
is considered one of
the most significant
authors of the 20th
century and one of
the best in the Spanish language.

F

rida Kahlo de
Rivera was
a Mexican
artist who painted
many portraits,
self-portraits and
works inspired by
the nature and artifacts of Mexico.

We conducted a survey of over 300 WHS
students to learn which countries we and are
families come from. See the results below.
Dominican Republic 61%
Puerto Rico 41%
Ecuador 34%
Cuba 31%
Colombia 25%
Mexico 25%
Peru 24%
Spain 17%
El Salvador 12%
Honduras 12%
Guatemala 7%
Argentina 6%
Chile 6%
Venezuela 5%
Belize 1%
Bolivia 1%
Costa Rica 1%
Martinique 1%
Nicaragua 1%
Paraguay 1%
Uruguay 1%
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STUDENT EDITORIALS

Book
Donald Trump’s International Embarrassment Stop
Banning

By JASON DEVANEY, junior staff writer

D

onald Trump’s policies
abroad are some of his most
criticized. At every step of
the way, the President seems to be
alienating himself from the nation’s
longtime economic partners and
allies, all in the name of “America
First.” But what has become abundantly clear to someone with a keen
eye is that the rash, self-serving
policies of the president are hurting
America more than helping it.
To many, the escapades of President Trump abroad are nothing
new. They’ve been in the news
for nearly two years now. Stories
like Trump criticizing NATO, the
most key alliance America has, and
threatening repeatedly to destroy
NAFTA, an important economic
program, are so commonplace that
one might forget just how dangerous these can be. For regardless
of whether the President follows
through or not, these and other
incidents have displayed to our
allies that his sympathies lie not
with America’s ideological and
traditional friends, but with undemocratic regimes like Russia and
North Korea.
In a story for the New York
Times, Peter Baker recounts, “At
the annual meeting on Friday of
seven major economies known as
the Group of 7, Mr. Trump was the
odd man out as he quarreled with
Europeans and Canadians over

trade and pushed for the reinstatement of Russia four years after it
was cast out. Seemingly reluctant
to spend more time with longtime
allies than necessary, he planned
to leave early on Saturday to meet
instead with a longtime adversary,
North Korea.”
But why? Well, Donald Trump
has long had ties to Russian businesses and has frequently played
nice with its leaders, much to the
chagrin of Western-minded onlookers. It would not be a stretch to
say that he’s looking out for himself
by leveraging his position to see
Russia readmitted to the G7, which
it was banned from in 2012 due to
repeated attacks on the sovereignty
of its neighbor, Ukraine.
Then there’s North Korea, a
consistent adversary of the United
States. The U.S. has always been
aligned with South Korea, but
recently the President was praised
for taking unprecedented steps to
resolve the conflict on the Korean
Peninsula. Unfortunately, most
experts agree that North Korea has
not been holding up its end of the
bargain.
Yet despite the apparent disregard for the agreement on North
Korea’s end, Trump still wished to
leave the G7 summit, a meeting of
our democratic allies, to meet with
an authoritarian leader whom the
United States was absolutely not on

friendly terms with to avoid negative press.
A report by Kylie Antwood for
CBS News detailing yet another
alarming component of the President’s international policy states,
“The Trump administration is
drastically cutting back on who on
Capitol Hill gets to see intelligence
reports on North Korea’s nuclear
weapons program, according to
multiple congressional sources.”
Most jarringly may be the almost
total lack of discipline from President Trump on the world stage.
Frequently making blunders like
insulting the President of France
and damaging relations with China
over a phone call to Taiwan, a
pattern becomes clear- Trump is
acting based on his emotions and
instincts in the complicated world
of international politics.
According to CNN’s Michelle
Kosinski and Jennifer Hansler,
“US President Donald Trump was
‘ranting and venting on trade’ to
French President Emmanuel Macron during their bilateral meeting
monday evening.”
All of this speaks volumes to the
shifting future of the U.S. As we
alienate ourselves from our democratic Western allies and shift towards relationships with autocratic
powers like Russian and North
Korea, our democracy may begin to
crumble.

By Christian Hernandez, 7th
grade staff writer

I

t was a pretty average day. You
were walking down the hall,
and you saw a poster designed
by the National English Honor
Society. It read: “I dare you to
read a banned book!” It showed a
banned book like To Kill a Mockingbird, Lolita, or And Tango
Makes Three.
It looked pretty bad, but have
you ever stopped to wonder why
do people want to ban books at
all?
People who ban books argue
that these books go against their
beliefs, or that they are too adult
for children. Even though topics like racism and sex may be
intense for children, it turns out
reading about them can cause
kids to understand the world
more, learn important life lessons,
and improve their social skills.
If you are curious as to why
some books are banned, look
to “Banned Books: Reasons for
Banned Books.” It lists all the reasons a book would be banned, as
well as three graphs on how much
books have been challenged. The
article states, “Each book that is
banned is done so for the content
within the pages.” The reasons
books are banned can include
racial issues, damaging lifestyles,
inappropriate dialogue, sexual
situations, violence or negativity,
witchcraft, religious affiliations,
political bias, and themes too
inappropriate for the targeted
audience.
By RAAHI MEHTA and BRIANNA BONILLA, 7th grade staff writers
People who are for banning
ince its ratification in 1868,
So what? Just because every other books believe that the content is
too adult for the intended audithe 14th Amendment, also
country has banned something,
known as birthright citizendoesn’t mean that we also have
ence. The proponents of banning
ship, has been allowing children
to. Trump has no right to send the
books can make it sound perfectborn in America to live here, even if babies that were born here back
ly reasonable, but just because
their parents are not from the USA. to their parent’s country of origin.
something is profane, doesn’t
However, President Trump wants
That is simply unfair.
mean that getting rid of it will
to enforce his new plan to take
New York Times writers Caitlin
be good. It makes sense to worry
Birthright Citizenship away. This is
Dickerson and Miriam Jordan exabout the material in books, and
absurd and illogical.
plained, “The Pew Research Center
to think that banning them will
If Trump is able to do what he
found that the parents of nine in
help. Even though this is a comwants, even though the children are ten of those children came to the
mon thought, it turns out that the
born in this country, they would not United States at least two years
content banned books have can
be actual citizens. They’d eventualbefore giving birth, suggesting that
ly be deported back to where they
many chose to move here in search
actually help change the reader
came from unless they have a VISA, of work, rather than simply to give
for the better.
but hardly any of them do. This is
birth to American babies.”
In the article, “ASU experts:
wrong because if someone is born
Dickerson and Jordan interBanning Books is ‘Just Wrong,’”
here, they have every right to be a
viewed immigrant Daisa Pimentel
ASU professors James Blasincitizen. The 14th Amendment reads: for their article “For Many Amerigame and Sybil Durandbook are
“All persons born or naturalized in
can Families, Abolishing Birthright
against book banning. In it, Blasthe United States, and subject to the Citizenship Is ‘Unthinkable.”
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of
“The idea of abolishing birthright ingame said, “If we’re preparing
our young children to be adults,
the United States and of the state
citizenship is ‘unthinkable,” Daisa
then they’re ready to read about
wherein they reside.”
Pimentel said adding that she felt
adult subjects.” He means that
Also, immigrants mostly come to
that it would go against the counthe United States for a better life, so try’s founding ideals.”
allowing kids to read something
this law would be placed for careNo matter what Donald Trump
that is banned can help them to
less reasons.
might think, birthright citizenship
be more mature.
Trump believes that the populashould not be banned. It is a special
People for banning books say
tion of the US is gaining, and very
part of our history and culture that
that banning them doesn’t stop
quickly too. He also says that every
simply cannot change. People flee
other country has abolished birthfrom far away to seek better lives in other people from reading them,
but if we are letting people read
right citizenship.
the United States. And because of
“We’re the only country in the
birthright citizenship, they have the banned books and be changed by
them, wouldn’t it be better to let
world where a person comes in and ability to do so. Taking this privihas a baby, and the baby is essenlege away is completely horrendous. other children experience them as
well? Allowing them to read about
tially a citizen of the United States
It must not happen.
for 85 years, with all of those benethese topics and learn about them
fits,” said President Donald Trump.
can greatly help their ideas and
maturity.

End Ridiculous Fourteenth Amendment Lingers
Fines in NBA at the Edge of Abolishment
By JOSEPH QUINONES and JORDAN RUSSELL, 7th grade staff writers

S

ince Mark Cuban has bought
the Dallas Mavericks in 2000,
he has been fined 2.6 million
for all of the rules he has broken,
but Mark Cuban isn’t the only one.
This fall player JR Smith got
fined for having a supreme tattoo
on his leg and Allen Iverson got
fined $25,000 for breaking the
dress code. In the last few years,
the NBA has been fining their
players and coaches way too easily
and fining them a lot of money,
and some players are even getting
money cut from there salary.
However, some of these fines are
deserved. On November 9th Kyrie
Irving was fined 25,000 thousand
dollars for throwing the basketball
at the stands. Kyrie Irving definitely deserved the fine because
someone could have gotten hurt.
Some player fines like Kyrie Irving
because he throws the basketball in
the crowd.
Some NBA fines are deserved
but some are just ridiculous. The
fine on the Mavericks coach getting ejected from the game for 1.3
million for mocking the reffece is
crazy. The NBA is fining their players and coaches left and right for
silly reasons.
While some of these fines are
deserved like when Kyrie Irving
threw a ball into the stands, the
NBA should stop fining for nothing and wasting the NBA players’
money either or at least make fines
less money.

S
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Eating Organic: A Healthier Alternative
By SKY LEWIT, 7th grade staff writer

W

hen walking through a
grocery store, many people just breeze through
the aisles, not even noticing the
labels advertising organic options.
Some don’t know exactly what
organic food is, and even fewer
people are aware of the health and
environmental benefits of those
products.
So what does the organic label
even mean? What makes this food
so different? Well, crops that are
organically grown are not treated
with GMOs and irradiation, which
is when radiation is used for the
killing of bacteria. Organic farming methods also prohibit the use
of most synthetic pesticides and
fertilizers although there are only
certain types that are certified organic. Overall, though, all organic
produce contains much lower levels of pesticides than conventional, or standard crops, no matter
where you buy it from.
Due to the fact that organic
fruits and vegetables contain very
few toxic pesticides, consumers of
organic produce are less susceptible to negative effects brought on
by pesticides and artificial fertilizers. There is a possibility that

these chemicals are toxic to children and pregnant women, but it
is less likely for healthy adults. In
addition, studies have shown that
eating more organic food could
lower cancer risks.
According to Roni Caryn Rabin
in her article “Can Eating Organic
Food Lower Your Cancer Risk?”
“a new French study...reported
that the most frequent consumers
of organic food had 25 percent
fewer cancers overall than those
who never ate organic... [and they
especially] had a particularly steep
drop in...lymphomas, and a significant reduction in postmenopausal
breast cancers.”
When it comes to organically
raised meat and dairy, organic animals are required to have at least
some time outdoors, unconfined.
In addition, they are not given
food grown with pesticides, growth
hormones, or sewage sludge. The
spotlight, however, is not on pesticides, but is on how organic animal products are free of antibiotics
which could make human-used
antibiotics not work as well.
Chuck Benbrook, chief scientist
at the Organic Center, explains,
“Many are the same antibiotics

humans rely on, and overuse of
these drugs has already enabled
bacteria to develop resistance to
them, rendering them less effective
in fighting infection.”
While most people tend to buy
organic for health reasons, there
are environmental benefits as well.
For example, organic methods
both conserve water and prevent
toxic agricultural runoff from
contaminating nearby water. In
addition, pesticides and chemicals
used in conventional farming are
released into the environment
which has negative effects on our
atmosphere and weakens the soil.
This in turn means low-quality
crops. Organic farming can also
help reduce global warming.
According to the Rodale Farming Systems Trial, “If only 10,000
medium sized farms in the U.S.
converted to organic production,
they would store so much carbon
in the soil that it would be equivalent to taking 1,174,400 cars off the
road or reducing car miles driven
by 14.62 billion miles.”
The main reason that people
don’t buy organic is because of
how much more money it is, and
that is completely understandable,

as organic products are usually
much more expensive than their
conventionally grown counterparts. Despite this, there are so
many more benefits of eating organic, I believe that people should
at least sometimes buy organic, if
not often.
In fact, there is actually a list of
produce that contains high levels
of pesticides when grown conventionally called the Dirty Dozen.
The Dirty Dozen includes strawberries, spinach, apples, nectarines, tomatoes, and potatoes, as
well as others. So if you are in the
produce aisle trying to figure out
which items to spend a bit more
money on, just check out this list.
Organic food is so much better
for the environment and one’s
body, but even those completely
aware of all of these benefits of
organic food usually don’t buy it
all of the time. It is completely
reasonable to eat conventional
sometimes for money-related
reasons or if you simply want to
eat out. Just keep organic options
in mind when you’re heading for
your weekly grocery run.

Time to Take
Video Games Trigger Violence Cyberbullying
Seriously
By MAX KAGAN and ROCCO ONTIVEROS, 7th grade staff writers

W

ithin the last few years, video
game sales have dramatically
increased, but so have the
games’ strong content. Today many
young kids can easily get their hands
on violent video games and mimic the
graphic content causing some very
serious problems. Still, many parents overlook video game ratings and
allow their children to play inappropriate games, potentially leading to
social problems and even violence.
You may ask, why do we even play
violent video games? According to
NPR writer Sami Yenigun, “Violence
sells games. The most popular video
game franchise is Call of Duty, a war
game where killing is the goal.” In
Call of Duty, players can hang out
with friends, shooting at them, and
driving vehicles that one would never
think possible.
Some of the other most violent
video games today are Grand Theft
Auto (GTA) and Call of Duty Blackout. GTA and others have many
violent features and scenes that aren’t
appropriate for younger audiences.
Call of Duty Blackout has blood, guns,
and zombies. Younger children often

play these games because television
advertising target them and friends to
persuade them into getting the game.
Today children can get these games
without their parent’s consent by buying them digitally. Parents are often
unaware of the type of games their
children are buying.
In the article “Children’s Electronic
Screen Use, Screen Use Activities, and
Positive Mental Wellbeing”, a study
found that “The average kid (8-12)
spends 6.3 hours a week playing
violent video games and that can
increase up to 42.1% when they hit
the teenage age (13-19).” There is also
evidence that excessive play of violent
video games may contribute to violent
behavior. In the analysis “Study
Confirms Link Between Violent Video
Games and Physical Aggression” by
Mike Snyder of USA Today, 24 studies from countries including the U.S.,
Canada, Germany, and Japan found
those who played “violent games such
as Grand Theft Auto, Call of Duty,
and Manhunt were more likely to
exhibit behavior such as being sent
to the principal’s office for fighting or
hitting a non-family member.”

In one 2009 criminal case, an Ohio
court sentenced 17-year-old Daniel
Petric to 23 years in prison for the
fatal shooting of his mother when he
was only 16. Petric had shot both his
parents (fatally shooting his mother)
after they took away his copy of Halo
3. During his trial, Petric stated that
he had become addicted to the game.
This case is only one of many similar
instances in which criminal behavior
has been linked to the violent video
gaming.
The quality of gaming graphics
make video gaming content more
realistic and the demand for more
T and M (Teen and Mature) is ever
increasing. While we are not saying
these younger audiences should completely avoid these games, parents
should be more aware of the content
their children are exposed to. Children are unlikely to self-monitor and
be cautious of their gameplay, especially when it is a popular game and
all of their peers are playing it. In
the case of video games that are rated
for mature audiences, it is wise for
parents to take control and make use
of parental controls.

We Need to Take Action on Climate Change
By MYAH COYLE and JULIANNA GOLD, 7th grade staff writers

T

he UN released a report on climate change this past October
and it really shined a light on
the approaching problems of climate
change.Unless humans do something, the Earth could suffer the consequences. If the global temperature
rises by a mere 1.5° C, the world is
going to see negative changes. Every
year the world gets warmer causing
the animals, plants, and environments growing and living on the
Earth to suffer. Many species including many in the arctic are going to
be wiped out if changes aren’t made.
Despite what some may say, climate
change is a real issue which needs to
be addressed.
“Hotter days, longer periods of
drought, and more intense storms
are becoming the new normal, and
species around the world are already
feeling the effects,” wrote Nikhil Ad-

vani in his article “Half of plant and
animal species at risk from climate
change in world’s most important
natural places” These species of
plants and animals that have been
on the planet for 1000’s of years are
going extinct because their habitats
are disappearing. The rising use of
fossil fuels and other harmful gases
cause greenhouse gases emissions to
warm the Earth slowly and wipe out
the natural habitats.
In the article “Human Activity
Primarily Responsible for Global
Climate Change?” authors explained,
“Earth’s temperature over the preceding decade had occurred at a rate
faster than any warming period over
the last 1,700 years.” According to
UN report, in the next century, our
world won’t look like it used to. Coral
reefs could be wiped out completely,
species like polar bears, Emperor
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penguins and more could be extinct
by the end of this decade because of
the Arctic disappearing.
According to the article “Arctic”
from the World Wildlife Foundation,
“The decrease in volume and extent
of Arctic sea ice has serious implications for marine mammals that
depend on the ice for their survival, such as ringed seals and polar
bears.” The animals in the arctic
have nowhere to go, and there home
is melting and break apart.
For many species, there is nowhere to live and they won’t survive.
The world needs to make changes so
the climate will not get out of control. President Barack Obama was
right when he said, “Climate Change
is no longer some far-off problem;
it is happening here, it is happening
now.”
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By GABRIELA CASTANEDA, 7th grade staff writer

C

yberbullying is a serious problem,
and unfortunately many kids
have experienced it. According to
Stopbullying.gov “Cyberbullying was
associated with symptoms of depression
and dissociation, and with anger.”
What is cyberbullying? Well, cyberbullying is when someone uses technology
in order to bully someone online or to
harass them. The cyberbully is usually
hidden with anonymous usernames,
and it usually occurs on social media
apps like Facebook, Instagram, and
Snapchat.
While people may think they are just
joking and they don’t mean harm, victims are often hurt and sometimes the
effects are lasting. Statistics show that
cyberbullying occurs most commonly
at ages 12-18. Kids are just blossoming and on social media the common
criticism is often about one’s looks, the
acne, the weight, and it can have many
negative effects.
Victims can easily change due to
cyberbullying, like in their actions and
attitude. Cyberbullying can even cause
mental illness for example depression.
Depression has many factors within
it that are dangerous for example it
can cause feelings on not being good
enough, a loss of hope, and even suicidal thoughts. Cyberbullying may make
people feel isolation, rejection, exclusion, and despair, as well as depression
and anxiety.
Monica Anderson a journalist for
Internet and Technology researcher
found that “59% of U.S. teens have been
bullied or harassed online, and a similar
share says its major problem for people
their age. At the same time teens mostly
think teachers, social media companies
and politicians are failing at addressing
this issue.”
Cyberbullying is a crime, it’s mental
abuse, and it can lead to physical abuse.
Hiding behind a pretty screen doesn’t
make it any less hateful. Written words
have power. Every call, email and text is
a chance for you to send more love into
the world. Stop cyberbullying.
If you are being cyberbullied, please
speak up. Don’t need listen to them and
just block them. Tell an adult, teacher,
guidance counselor, or someone you
trust. They will help you and give you
the proper care and support you need.
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ABC’s Most Watched Medical Drama The Good Doctor
By NAOMI SEELEY, 7th grade staff writer

B

hire Shaun because he thinks Shaun would would
give hope to the patients in San Jose St. Bonaventure Hospital. “Aren’t we judged by how we treat
people? I don’t mean as doctors I mean as people.
Especially those who don’t have the same advantages that we have. We hire Shaun and we give
hope to those people with limitations that those
limitations are not what they think they are. That
they do have a shot. We hire Shaun and we make
this hospital better for it,”stated Dr. Glassman
played by Richard Schiff.
Commenting on this scene, Kerrt Magro wrote,
“What really stood out to me though was the discussion during one scene where they are deciding
Dr. Murphy’s fate and how people with autism
lack empathy.”
In another episode from season one, Shaun is
able to show empathy for one of
his patients who also has autism. At first the boy’s
parents can’t trust Shaun to do surgery on their
son, but when he has some alone time with the

boy, Shaun explains to him that a scan isn’t going
to hurt him. The boy keeps saying that he doesn’t
want to do it, so Shaun finally tells him that he
also has autism and how hard it is to live with it.
After some talking, the boy finally trust’s Shaun
and allows him to do the procedure.
The Good Doctor shows more than one person with autism and reveals other heartbreaking
struggles one may face. In episode four of season
two a young girl with autism isn’t with her parents because they cannot take care of her, so she
is sent to a place where people can help her with
communicating. So far the girl is doing well, but
she wishes that she
can be with her parents again.
The Good Doctor is a great way to show the audience that reveals some of the challenges people
with autism may face. It’s all about being more
trusting with others and helping them, so they
will have a better connection with people

Venom, Though Much Anticipated,
Is Very Disappointing

The Best Racing
Game Of All Time

esides Grey’s Anatomy, House, Nurse Jackie, and ER everyone has been asking for
another medical drama show. After the long
wait, the second season of The Good Doctor came
out this fall. Now it’s the most watched medical
drama show on ABC with 18.2 million viewers.
The Good Doctor is a show about a smart
young surgeon named Shaun Murphy who suffers
savant syndrome and autism. “Shaun is a interesting character and since he suffers with these
two conditions and having people judge him, it’s
hard for him but he is learning little by little to
be a surgeon,” explained Freddie Highmore, the
actor who plays Shaun Murphy.
According to Kerrt Magro in his blog from Autism Speaks, there aren’t many shows that
portray people with autism or other rare conditions. The Good Doctor, however, reveals the
challenges that someone with autism like Shaun
has to face.
In one of the scenes, Dr. Glassman decides to

By RACHEL MARTI, 7th grade staff writer

S

ome might say that the new action movie
Venom was a complete and utter mess.
And they are completely right. While some
fans believe that this movie is a great blockbuster, it does not mean the rest of us to agree.
Venom’s just a disaster, and it’s very confusing. The plot of the movie feels like it was
made by a person who doesn’t know how to
write a decent story. It is really boring because
the beginning goes on for thirty minutes without action or anything. It just shows Eddie the
protagonist go from the top of the world to the
bottom of the barrel, and it’s all his fault.
In the movie, Eddie, the main character, is
sent to interview Drake, the founder of the Life
Foundation. The Life Foundation is a company in the movie that works on pharmaceutical
products. Eddie’s boss warns him not to meddle
too much in Drake’s business, and he is also
warned by his fiance Anne Weying, who works
for the Life Foundation. Unfortunately, he
ignores the warnings and goes into his fiance’s
computer, downloads information about Drake,
and uses this info against him. However,
because Drake is a very powerful man, Eddie
loses his job and his fiance’s job. As a result,
she dumps him, leaving him broken and lonely.
We see Eddie like this for about a quarter of the
movie.
Some may wonder what inspired this movie
to be created. In Bryan Bishop’s article “Ven-

om is a bizarre and baffling mess,” he writes,
“Whether the source material is a book, a
video game, or even a line of toys, the logic is
straightforward: if somebody like a story in its
original medium, they’ll probably be curious
enough about the movie version to buy a ticket.
But for a big-budget movie to succeed, it also
has to work for everyone else.”
One would think that with a bad movie plot,
that the actors would be bad too, but not all of
them are. In the article “Ignore the critics, Tom
Hardy’s performance means that Venom is a
great movie” Wil Jones explains, “The performance with Tom Hardy changes everything.”
In this film it is not a controversial statement
to say that Tom Hardy can act a bit, but what
makes Hardy such an enjoyable screen presence is his dedication to the role. It’s as though
he is actually Eddie Brock and Venom. He
walks around as if he really has a parasite inside
of him. (The parasite is Venom).
And we can definitely tell that it did fantastic
in the box office. Venom has earned itself over
461 million dollars in the Global box office,
topping A Star is Born and Halloween. The
reason for Venom’s big success is thanks to the
hundreds of fans that expect this movie to be an
excellent blockbuster movie, and it may be for
them but not for the rest of us. The movie is not
all that grand, even with Hardy’s performance.

Crazy Rich Asians: The Singaporean Outbreak

By DAYELI SARMIENTO and KEYLA ISERN, 7th grade staff writers

T

he movie, Crazy Rich Asians which was
adapted by Kevin Kwan’s novel from the
same name is about his rich Asian girlfriend
and his own childhood in Singapore. It was
the movie of the summer which everybody was
talking about. If you haven’t seen it yet, it’s worth
checking out because it is the first movie with a
full cast of Asians in 25 yrs and the first major
release by a studio about Asian Americans in a
quarter-century. Kevin stated that his intention
in writing the novel in 2013 was to introduce a
modern Asia to a North American audience.
The lead character is a Korean American
woman and economic professor, Rachel played
by Constance Wu, who joins her Singaporean
boyfriend, played by Henry Golding, back home
for a wedding. After the wedding, Rachel stays in
Singapore with her boyfriend to meet the unexpectedly wealthy family of his.
Rachel and Henry’s trip is a love story that isn’t
cliche, but at the same time it’s a comedy that
will make you laugh from their crazy jokes to the
way royalty dresses. With an unconditional love
leading to proposals, travel to another breathtaking destination and an unapproving mother, this
movie shows the challenges of two Asian Americans struggling with a relationship.

“Crazy Rich Asians possesses a sprightly, optimistic tone that pushes every pleasure-button
of inveterate rom-com fans, including a fabulous
soundtrack of Chinese language pop covers,”
commented Washington Post writer, Ann Hornaday.
Writer Ishani Nath explained in her article “I
Can’t Stop Thinking About Accents in Crazy Rich
Asians,” “It’s important to note that the problem
with accent roles isn’t the accents themselves—
plenty of characters in Crazy Rich Asians have
accents, but no one has the exaggerated or generic “Asian” accent that has historically been played
for laughs in Hollywood.”
Similarly, when the on screen family sits down
at the table and makes dumplings according to
a family recipe, the scene is very lifelike, and
someone of Chinese descent would say that some
of the dialogue in the movie is very realistic and
something they would say.
The film opens up more opportunities to other
movies showing that it is okay to have an all
Asian cast in a movie which is what many producers were afraid to do. A powerful movie, it did
so well in representing Asian audience on screen,
it has set a precedent for many more stories like
Crazy Rich Asians to be told.
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By DYLAN ANEIROS, 7th grade staff writer

F

orza Horizon 4 is a really
popular game , with amazing cars and graphics. The
online game takes place in Great
Britain, and the player can have a
lot of fun with his or her friends
and race with them. When players starts the game, they don’t
have a lot of stuff like currency
and cars, but the game provides
them with a decent car. It offers
a selection of three cars, Ford
Focus RS, Audi TTS Coupe, and
the Dodge Charger R/T. Before
starting, the game will launch a
tutorial to show you how to play
the game and what the controls
do, and then you should be on
your way.
After that, there is a massive
map of Britain to explore and
race. The game will suggest racing for currency which can help
you with upgrades and new cars.
With an upgraded car, you have
a better chance of winning and
that gets you even more currency. There are also season championships, and they help level up
your record and upgrades.
The game is pretty addicting
because players can race as much
as they want.The game is also
kid-friendly meaning that everyone can play. There were many
critics that gave good reviews on
the game such as Digital Trends
writer Stirling Matheson who
commented, “The game kicks
off with beautifully rendered
glory” or Variety writer Jeremy Winslow who stated, “Forza
Horizon 4 is an arrestingly stunning game.”
Since the game’s release, most
of the people that play it say that
the game is enjoyable and fun.
One thing is for sure: if you are
into racing, then this is the game
for you.

10							

Fall 2018

Lil Baby and Gunna’s Collaborative The House With a
Clock in its Walls:
Project Radiates Pure Heat
By JAIDYN REISER and NIA FULTON, 7th grade staff writers

L

il Baby and Gunna finally collaborated to make a thirteen song mixtape titled, Drip Harder. On October
5, 2018, Drip Harder, a duo mixtape with
two of the hottest rappers in the game
right now, was released. Before this
release, together they have made some
extraordinary hits with catchy songs and
ones to get hype to with friends that fans
go crazy over.
When Lil Baby and Gunna put out the
tape, everyone was highly anticipating it
because they made sure it was constantly
on hip hop’s radar. Since the first songs
they collaborated on such as “Sold Out
Dates,” “Throwing Shade,” and Young
Thug’s “Chanel,” fans have been asking
the artists to drop the tape. To keep the
interest, Lil Baby and Gunna have teased
the mixtape on Instagram, Snapchat, and
Twitter.
What some fans love about the two
is that even though they may be from
Georgia and have a black ethnicity, they
don’t always use heavy, bass thumping
beats, typical of southern rap. Switching
up beats may be what people know or
remember them by. In songs such as
“Business is Business” and “Deep End,”
they use soft guitar riffs, piano sounds,
echoes of the flutes, or any other instruments. Tommy Monroe from COS news
explained, “The sound of the keyboard is
the foundation on which Gunna and Lil
Baby create sweet melodies with their
verses and hooks.”
On “Drip Too Hard” lyrics are catchy
and the beat is hype. The melody isn’t super fast, but the lyrics make up for it. The
beat isn’t like all the other ones because
the instruments, vocals, and heavy beat
is all balanced out. So when listeners
hear the song, come on they turn up.

Many relish “Close Friends” because
Lil Baby expresses the softer side of his
personality rapping about the private
side of his life that he doesn’t usually post on social media. The song was
inspired by the break up with his girlfriend,entrepreneur Jayda Cheaves aka
Amour Jayda. In the song, he rhymes
about the struggles of their relationship
and how he cheated on Jayda. Before
releasing the song, Baby even decided
to openly admit on social media that he
cheated on Jayda with his baby’s mother.
“Close Friends” and “Drip Too Hard”
is just one of the eight songs on Drip
Harder that have ranked on the Billboard
Hot 100 Charts, according to Hot New
Hip Hop. Listeners did indeed have tons
of opinions to comment on social media
about what they thought, including even
some WHS students.
“The album is dumb fire,” stated
sophomore, Derek Mejia. Derek also
said that his favorite songs are “Drip
Too Hard,”“Never Recover,” and “Close
Friends.”
Freshman Favin Wells whose favorite
song is “Seal Pills” agreed the album is
fire. “The mixtape is tuff,” he commented.
WHS students are not the only ones
that love these records. So far, Drip
Harder has accumulated 130,000 units,
meaning purchases or copies of the
album, in the first week it was released.
Record sales are still on going as the audience and artists continue to play tracks
and boost business income.
Baby and Gunna said in one interview
they have enough music to put out Drip
Harder 2. Now many of fans are psyched
for it and just waiting for the next expected fire collaboration

Kendrick Lamar Joins U2 in
Unexpected Collaboration
By VINCENT FERULLO and DANTE CALABRESE, 7th grade staff writers

K

endrick Lamar and U2 are both big
artists who are known by different
generations. U2 appeals to people
around their 40s, and Kendrick, or “K
Dot” as he is also known, appeals to the
younger generation. They both have songs
featuring each other: U2’s song is “Get
Out of Your Own Way,” and Kendrick’s
song is “XXX.” This recent collaboration
between the two artists has the potential
to attract both audiences and make money
from both artists. However, the key part to
the collaboration was to get a point across
in talking about racism and loving who
you want.
U2’s song “Get Out of Your Own Way”makes a point about racism and President
Donald Trump accepting racism. The song
keeps talking about how it feels to be free
and how people should have the right to
be free without it having to matter what
color your skin is. They address this by
making a music video and having members of the KKK walk right by President
Trump while he just stares at them and
does nothing. This implies that without
Trump, America could be a lot better as a
nation. Directors of the music video Broken Fingaz Crew explained, “2017 for us
was the year fascists worldwide felt con-

fident enough to raise their heads again,
encouraged by Trump and other world
leaders who use people’s fear to build
more walls and segregation.” They continued, “The song is both a personal letter
and a clarion cry to the global situation,
and in the same way, we’ve combined our
psychedelic pop style with political imagery.”
In Kendrick’s song, he addresses violence and black freedom in America. Kendrick Lamar sings in his song, “It be murder in the street, it murder bodies in the
hour;” addressing how people are killed,
and it is mainly black people who are the
ones who get murdered. He later sings,
“Blessed are the arrogant / For there is the
kingdom of their own company / Blessed
are the superstars / For the magnificence
in their light / We understand better our
own insignificance / Blessed are the filthy
rich / For you can only truly own what you
give away / Like your pain.”
Both songs talk about anti-racism,
sending a message to different generations
about this issue that still happens today.
Just as “XXX” is about freedom for people
in America, “Get Out of Your Own Way” is
about and racism and making America a
non-racist country.
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A Touch of Magic

By COSTES LERNER, 7th grade staff writer

T

he next time you go to the movies make sure you check out,
The House With a Clock in its
Walls. It’s an extremely funny film
about a little boy Lewis who comes
to live with his uncle Jonathan because his parents died in a car crash.
When Lewis comes to stay with
his Uncle Jonathan he looks around
in shock because his house is enormous. There are over 20 clocks just
in the living room. Before Jonathan
lived there a couple, Selena Izard
and Isaac Izard, lived in the house.
They were warlocks and knew magic.
A warlock is a person who practices witchcraft, or some would say
a sorcerer. They taught Jonathan
and his neighbor, Mrs. Zimmerman
spells and witchcraft. After Isaac
Izard and Jonathan get into a fight
one day, Isaac puts a giant clock in
the walls. When Jonathan gets to
the house, he is really annoyed with
the ticking in the walls. Every night
Jonathan goes out and looks for the
clocks in the house.
The house is extremely different
from most houses it has furniture
that is alive and has moving paintings. Lewis notices how different
the rules are in the house because
Jonathan doesn’t care what time
Lewis goes to bed and what he eats
for dinner. Lewis is so astonished by
how Jonathan doesn’t worry about
what he does in the house. When
Jonathan gives Lewis a tour he emphasizes not to open the locked cabinet. That was his only rule.
Lewis was very curious why Mrs.
Zimmerman and Jonathan were acting so strange while they were eating
dinner one night. Jonathan finally
tells him about witchcraft and how
they are sorcerers. After Jonathan
told him, he begged him and Mrs.
Zimmerman to teach him. When
Lewis learns everything Jonathan
and his neighbor Mrs. Zimmerman
know, he seems to get a little carried
away about being a warlock. Lewis
starts to tell kids at his school that
he’s a warlock which could lead to
big problems.
Seeing the movie in the theater is
a great experience, especially when
you’re watching the movie in 3D.
It really feels like the movie is happening in real life. If you watch the
movie in 3D, there’s going to be a lot
of scenes that really shoot out. For
one, there were pumpkins getting
smashed and it felt like it was happening right in front of me. Watching the movie also provides lots of
laughs. If you love fantasy and comedy movies this movie is highly recommended.
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New Annual Softball Tournament Honors Principal Colasurdo

Football Team Optimistic
for Next Year

Students faced-off against teachers in the new Annual Softball Tournament which raises money for Colasurdo Scholarship.
Photo credit: Mr. Calligy.

O

n July 13, we lost a principal, a father,
a mentor, a musician, an athlete,
and most of all, a dear friend, Mr.
Colasurdo. He saw decades of generations
By JOEY ROVITO, freshman staff writer
he 2018-19 Weehawken football team finished off pass through the halls of Webster, Roosevelt,
and then the high school. Most of us remember
their season with a 2-7 record. The team is still
getting into the swing of second year head coach him as the friendly and dynamic man that we
Nick Destefano’s system. With big wins over Walling- would all look up to as he began his term as the
principal of Weehawken High School two years
ton and Bogota in their first three games things were
looking up for the Indians. Though they couldn’t put it ago.
all together down the stretch, the players returning to
The First Annual Softball Game in Memory
the field next year have high hopes for this squad. of Anthony P. Colasurdo was an effort to raise
There were five seniors who finished their Weemoney for his scholarship fund entitled the
hawken football careers this season: Jimmy Lopez,
Anthony Colasurdo Scholarship Fund. On NoRex Fukuda, Michael Fitzgerald, Jayden Rodriguez,
vember 5, the students versus teachers softball
and Cesar Cordero. Senior RB, LB, and Captain Rex
game was a fitting way to remember our beloved
Fukuda said “The thing I’m going to miss most about
principal and friend to many. The game ended
high school football is this family. Playing the sport is with a score of 20-2, in favor of the teachers.
just going to be hard to let go, and so will sharing the
Mr. Colasurdo’s son, Chris Colasurdo, said
sport with my team.”
the
softball game aptly represented his main
His sentiment was echoed by senior QB and Captain
passions,
saying that it was a “combination of
Jimmy Lopez, who, when asked what he would miss
a
lot
of
his
favorite things with all his students,
most replied, “The lights.”
music, and baseball.”
It’s clear that these seniors enjoyed their time on
Surprisingly, Mr. Colasurdo had another life.
the field together, and we wish them the best of luck
with graduation and everything that comes after. As
for the Weehawken Indians football team, we’ll see you
at Ferullo Stadium next fall with hopes of a playoff run.
By SABRINA FONG, sophomore staff writer
rom the victories against Becton Regional
and Woodridge to the state playoffs for
the boys soccer team, this season has been
one of the best. Brian Fischer, head coach of the
boys soccer team said “it was a season filled with
spectacular moments and some disappointing
By NATALIE JONAS, sophomore staff writer
times. It was like a rollercoaster ride”. The head
coach of the girls soccer team, William Connors,
agreed saying that the season “went well since
the team increased numbers to 25 girls”.
Lucas Pardo-Rea, sophomore, broke the
school’s record for scoring the most goals (6)
in a single game. He was named the first team
all-league, while Robert Luque, senior, was also
awarded with honorable mention all-league.
The girls soccer team also became more competitive against good teams while having a lot of
A cold November day didn’t stop Ms. Puma’s team from enjoy- fun, after defeating Paterson Charter twice and

T

Acting Principal Mr. Ferullo said that one of his
fondest memories of Mr. Colasurdo was when
he had gone to see him at a bar in Rutherford.
“He was on fire that night,” Ferullo said. The set
was supposed to end at midnight, but he ended
up playing until 2am.
Mr. Ferullo, a dear friend of Mr. Colasurdo,
delivered a touching speech at the opening of
the softball fundraiser. He ended the speech
with a story that occurred towards the end of
last year.
“Mr. Colasurdo was looking unlike himself,”
Mr. Ferullo explained, when Colasurdo asked
Mr. Ferullo, “Do you want to play catch?”
As they tossed the ball back and forth in the
hall near the balcony, Colasurdo kept throwing
he ball harder and harder. Mr. Ferullo said this
was the happiest he had seen him in a while.
He continued, “I remember him as the guy in
the hall, firing that ball, the guy coaching, the
guy who taught me how to write, that’s
the guy I remember. That’s how we’re going
to remember him, that’s Mr. Colasurdo.”

Soccer Team Closes Out Rollercoaster Season

Cross Country Stronger
F
than Ever Before

ing the moment and giving their all. Photo credit: Ms. Puma

T

he WHS Cross Country team has had an
incredible season this year, collectively
performing far beyond what previous years
had accomplished. For the first time in history,
Weehawken Cross Country runners have ran well
enough to qualify for state groups and the Meet
of Champions, a never before seen feat in Weehawken.
Delaney Rice achieved 1st in the NJIC Patriots Division and 2nd place in County Competition. Rice also won 2nd place in State Sectionals.
Collin Shevlin achieved Third Team All County
and Rice advanced to First Team All County. Rice
also won 8th place in State Groups, allowing her
to progress to the Meet of Champions, where the
best of the best in New Jersey compete.
Sophomore Patrick Loos, said about the recent
season, “Cross country is an amazing sport here
at Weehawken because it’s a sport that is meant
for improvement throughout the season no matter if you are the slowest or fastest on the team.”
The team practiced every weekday, through
the scorching heat and the frigid cold. The team
is evidently close knit, even having a pasta party
before their very last meet of the season.
“At times it is a big commitment, but a great
thing is that the team is pretty small so we all get
close and get to know each other pretty quickly, “
Loos continued.
It seems their hardwork has paid off, with the
boys and girls each earning medals at the NJIC
Championship with 3rd and 2nd place being won,
respectively. Ms. Puma also earned NJIC Coach
of the Year. With such a pristine record this
year, there are only more good things to come for
her and the team.

Ferris once. On top of that, the girls soccer team
made it to the Hudson County Soccer tournament.
Daniella Calahorro, sophomore, said “We
tried our hardest this season”.
Coach Brian Fischer also said that the boys
soccer team was becoming much more competitive throughout the entire season, stating that
“It was a wonderful year due to the fact that
we had 6 very committed senior leaders on the
team who performed well on the field and were
great leaders on and off the field.” These highly
praised seniors were Alejandro Cosme, Julian
Morales, David Martinez, Robert Luque, Kenneth Herrera, and Steven Feliciano.
With the progress the boys and girls have
showed this season, there is no doubt that they
will succeed even further next year.

Coaches Promote Leadership Skills in Girls Volleyball
By TRISTEN FITZGERALD, sophomore staff writer
ith the season ending only on Tuesday,
October 30th, Head Coach Raquel Roder, coaches Jack Montanile, Joe Annese,
and Safa Abdu are extremely satisfied with its
success. The girls on the varsity team bumped, set,
and spiked their way to an even record of 12-12, a
record high amount of wins over the last twenty
years. This record wasn’t the only accomplishment
the varsity was able to achieve however. The team
was able to make it into the quarterfinals in the
Hudson County Tournament, as well as qualifying
for states.
Perhaps the reason for this major success was
Head Coach Roder’s unconventional ideology of
leadership. She explained, “There are no captains
on the team. I don’t like to give a captain role or
title to anyone, because I would rather have every
girl on the team step up and have captain
characteristics.”
With there being no captains, everyone on the
team is strongly encouraged to step up, leading as
well as helping everyone else on the team. Leadership characteristics could be seen especially in the
seniors, which included: Jennie London, Brianna
Mera, Rusie Moran, Loen Alburquerque, Alush Deleon, and Niasia Dukes. These girls all contributed
to the team both on and off the court.
Coach Roder stated that her goals for the season
as a coach was to “improve the record and overall
program from the previous years.” Although she is
extraordinarily satisfied with the growth the team
has experienced so far, Coach Roder wants to continue to grow as a team, and get better and better.

W

“No matter how successful a team is, the coach and
players should never be content or success with
where they are. They should always strive to be
even more successful.”
These wise words from Coach Roder, as well as
her encouraging leadership in all players, is what
sets the Weehawken Varsity Volleyball team apart
from the opposition.
Varsity wasn’t the only team that was majorly
successful this year. The JV team also had a very
experience-filled season, getting many of the players ready for the varsity level. The freshman team
finished with a record of 12-1. On top of this, the
very successful was able to win the NJIC Tournament, taking home the first place position, as well
as making a name for themselves. Overall, Varsity,
JV, and the Freshman team had successful seasons,
and the coaches are optimistic about next season.

Seniors receive their rose on senior night during their last game.

