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INTRODUCTION
This course description guide is provided to help you develop a program of study based on your interests,
abilities, and goals. Brief course descriptions will acquaint you with both the required courses and the
elective courses for the 2019-2020 school year.
Please study this guide and make very careful decisions about course selections since your schedule for
2019-2020 will be determined by the choices you make at this time. The counselors at Basehor-Linwood
High School are eager to assist you and to provide you with information that may help in the decision making
process.
As you review the courses described in this guide and make your choices for next year, keep the following
points in mind:
1. Be sure to review the Graduation Requirements. It is the student’s responsibility to be sure all
graduation requirements are met. If you have any questions, come see your counselor.
2. Read the information given about each course and pay particular attention to prerequisites and
grade levels.
3. Take advantage of the many electives offered while you are still in high school. Electives can help
you make decisions about your future.
4. Keep as many doors open as possible while you are still in high school. Recent research shows that
students your age will have at least seven different jobs in their lifetime. Therefore, acquiring skills
as well as completing a post-secondary education is important.
5. By taking advantage of College Release and Dual Credit programs, you will be able to take college
courses while still in high school
PLEASE NOTE: This Course Description Guide for 2019-2020 is provided for you to make selections
for potential courses. Not all courses in this guide will be offered. The actual course offerings will be
dependent on enrollment and staffing. Also, many elective courses that, in previous years, were listed in
departments may now be listed in the Pathway Section of this guide.
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BLHS Graduation Pathways

BLHS Qualified Admissions
Kansas Board of Regents
Recommended for students
attending a four year state
college or university
28 credit requirement

BLHS Kansas State Scholars
Pathway
Recommended for students
applying to selective colleges
and universities. Must be
completed to be considered for
the top 10% of the class.
28 credit requirement

English
4 credits Honors or Regular
•English I
•English II
•Junior English options - 1 credit
•Senior English options - 1 credit
(see English p. _____)

English
4 credits Honors or Regular
•English I
•English II
•Junior English options - 1 credit
•Senior English options - 1 credit
(see English p. _____)

English
4 credits Honors or Regular
•English I
•English II
•Junior English options - 1 credit
•Senior English options - 1 credit
(see English p. _____)

Public Speaking - .5 credit
may be earned by taking one of the
following: Public Speaking,
Speech, Debate, Forensics, Drama

Public Speaking - .5 credit
may be earned by taking one of the
following: P
 ublic Speaking,
Speech, Debate, Forensics, Drama

Public Speaking - .5 credit
may be earned by taking one of the
following: P
 ublic Speaking,
Speech, Debate, Forensics, Drama

Math
3 credits any math courses

Math
3 credits with a Math ACT of 22 or
4 courses.
Must be Algebra I or higher.
Concepts courses do not meet the
Qualified Admissions requirements.

Math
4 credits

Science
3 credits
One must be Biology or Honors
Biology

Science - 3 credits
1. Biology
2. Chemistry
3. One additional credit

Science - 3 credits
1. Biology
2. Chemistry
3. Physics

Social Studies
1. World History
2. US History
3. American Govt
4. Economics

Social Studies
1. World History
2. US History
3. American Govt
4. Economics

Social Studies
1. World History
2. US History
3. American Govt
4. Economics

Health - .5 credit

Health - .5 credit

Health - .5 credit

Physical Education - .5 credit

Physical Education - .5 credit

Physical Education - .5 credit

Fine Arts- .5 Fine Arts, .5 CTE
1 Credit from the following
curricular areas: Visual Arts, Music,
Drama, FACS, Industrial Tech,
Engineering

Fine Arts- .5 Fine Arts, .5 CTE
1 Credit from the following
curricular areas: Visual Arts,
Music, Drama, FACS, Industrial
Tech, Engineering

Fine Arts- .5 Fine Arts, .5 CTE
1 Credit from the following
curricular areas: Visual Arts, Music,
Drama, FACS, Industrial Tech,
Engineering

BLHS Diploma
28 credit requirement

Must be Algebra I or higher.
Concepts courses do not meet the
Qualified Admissions requirements.

Foreign Language
2 credits of the same language
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KANSAS BOARD OF REGENTS
State Scholar Curriculum
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KANSAS BOARD OF REGENTS
Qualified Admissions
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GRADING SYSTEM & HONORS COURSES
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D
F

4
3
2
1
0

5
4
3
1
0

Un-Weighted
GPA Scale
Basehor-Linwood High School officially recognizes two different grading
systems. On transcripts, each student will receive an unweighted grade
point average (GPA) that is based on the four-point system for all courses.

Weighted
GPA Scale
Each student will also receive a second grade point average that gives all
Honors and College credit courses a weighted grade. The weighted grade
point average will be based on a five point system.
*Both a weighted and unweighted class rank will be indicated on the
transcript.

WITHDRAWING FROM CLASSES
Students have the opportunity to make adjustments to their schedules prior to the start of each semester. Once
a semester begins, changes are rarely made, and then only after a meeting including student, parent, teacher
and administrator. Through the first five days of classes, a student may drop without the course appearing on
the transcript. After that time, any drop will appear on the
transcript as either a “WP”: withdraw pass or “WF”: withdraw fail. No student
may withdraw from a class during the last fifteen days of the semester. No credit
will be earned for a WP. Courses receiving a “P1”, “P2”, “WP”, or “WF” do not enter into the calculation for
GPA.
HONORS COURSES
Honors level courses are designed for students who have an interest in a more in-depth study of the
curriculum. Students should carefully consider the extra time needed for this more challenging course. An
application for entrance maybe required. Summer coursework is required in many subjects.
Students must maintain a “C” or better the first semester of an honors course or they will be dropped or
moved to a “regular” level of the same course.
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GRADE PLACEMENT/CLASSIFICATION
In order to advance to the next grade level, a student must have earned a specified number of credits. Below
is a list of classification guidelines:
Sophomore standing
Junior standing
Senior standing

a minimum of 6 credits by August 1
a minimum of 13 credits by August 1
a minimum of 20 credits by August 1

Class assignments, yearbook placement, etc, are all determined by the student’s grade placement at the
beginning of the school year.
No movement from one grade level to the next will be made during the academic school year.

SENIOR HONORS
Basehor-Linwood High School does not designate a Valedictorian or Salutatorian. The top ten percent is
determined by combining the unweighted and weighted class GPA’s and ranks for the senior class.

MID-YEAR COMPLETERS/EARLY GRADUATION
Seniors who have earned 28 credits and have completed the required courses for graduation may request to be
a mid-year completers at the end of semester one of their senior year. Students may finish course work but
will not receive diplomas until May. The following documents must be on file:
1. An early graduation request form signed by the building principal, the counselor, student, and parent.
2. Proof of credits earned at BLHS (via transcript).
3. A graduating senior survey must be completed in the counseling office.

CREDIT RECOVERY
The Basehor-Linwood High School Credit Recovery Program is a self-paced program provided in
conjunction with the Basehor-Linwood Virtual School through their Distance Learning Program. Through
Credit Recovery, students have the opportunity to recover failed credit. This program is available to students
at any time during the regular school year or during the summer. To enroll, students must fill out an
application and have the course(s) approved by a counselor. The Virtual School closes in late June, so
students should start their courses as early as possible.

SENIOR RELEASE
Seniors who have sufficient credit are eligible for a part-time schedule. Part-time enrollment is limited to
second semester seniors. An application must be completed through the counseling office. Students/parents
are responsible for checking graduation credits to be sure all graduation requirements are being met.
Eligibility in KSHSAA activities, class rank, and GPA may be affected.
A maximum of 2 blocks of Senior Release is allowed per student. Students may not drop full-year courses to
take Senior Release.
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CAREER PATHWAYS
All jobs and careers available in the United States fall into 16 groupings known as Career Clusters. BLHS
offers specific pathways within the career clusters. Career Cruising, a program through which students
explore careers and training, as well as create portfolios, has been implemented in grade level advisories. All
students will develop Individual Plans of Study based on career and academic interests.
Basehor-Linwood High School offers the following pathways:
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

AV Communications
Business Entrepreneurship & Management
Construction & Design
Engineering & Applied Math
Family, Community, & Consumer Services
Health

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security
Manufacturing
Visual Arts
Restaurant & Event Management
Web & Digital Communications

You will find all of the courses recommended listed with their respective pathway in the Career Pathways
section of this Course Description Guide. If your career interest inventory pointed you toward the cluster
listed at the top of the page under the pathway, those are courses you should enroll in to pursue that pathway.
They are a guide to preparing yourself to be “college and career ready.”

COLLEGE RELEASE PROGRAM
Seniors who wish to participate in the dual enrollment program must attend a two or four year college and
meet the following guidelines:
1. Students must meet all college requirements as far as placement tests and enrollment procedures.
2. Students may be released from BLHS one block for every 3 credit hour college courses in which they
enroll.
Unless special arrangements have been made with a student’s counselor, a student should plan on taking
College Release courses at the beginning or the end of the day. Students cannot leave in the middle of the day
and then come back.
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COLLEGE TESTING
2019-2020
Dates, fees, and registration deadlines will not be available until later this spring for most of the college
testing offered at BLHS. As soon as the testing companies provide that information, we will post it on the
counseling web page, which is linked to the BLHS home page.
ACT
The ACT is comprised of four tests: English, Mathematics, Reading and Science Reasoning. For an
additional fee, one may also take the Writing Plus component. Students can take the ACT multiple times.
Most people take it at least once during junior year and again in senior year. The ACT is offered six times
during the year. Students may take the test here at BLHS.
Preliminary dates for 2019-20:
September 14, 2019
October 26, 2019
December 14, 2019
February 8, 2020
April 4, 2020
June 13, 2020
July 18, 2020
The website for ACT is www.actstudent.org.
SAT
The SAT measures skills in Critical Reading, Mathematics and Writing. Although not offered at BLHS,
several schools in the metropolitan area offer this testing opportunity. The SAT has traditionally been the test
of choice for selective schools, but most places will take either ACT or SAT. In addition to the regular SAT,
there are also SAT Subject Tests. One may take up to three subject tests during a testing session. They
include several core areas as well as international languages.
SAT information may be found at www.collegeboard.org.
PSAT
The PSAT is offered on a Wednesday morning in mid-October. For juniors, the PSAT is the qualifying test
for the National Merit Scholarship Program. Academically strong sophomores and juniors are usually the
ones who take this test.
ACCUPLACER
The Accuplacer is a web-based assessment tool to determine skills in reading, writing, and math. It is used by
post-secondary institutions to assess student preparedness for introductory credit-bearing college courses. The
accuplacer is administered to students who are taking courses offered for college credit.
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COLLEGE CREDIT OPTIONS
Students may earn college credit while still in high school in several ways:
I.

Donnelly College Dual Credit:
Through an arrangement with Donnelly College, students may take BLHS courses for both high
school and college credit. Donnelly requires students to earn qualifying scores on either the ACT or
the Accuplacer in order to enroll. Students are responsible for all tuition costs. Counselors distribute
college enrollment materials through the classroom in early September of semester one and during
early January of semester two.
The courses listed below are offered for dual credit through Donnelly College and also carry weighted
credit on the high school transcript. The course names and course numbers are listed after the BLHS
course name.
●
●
●
●

Precalculus - Precalculus MT 133
Calculus - Calculus & Analytic Geometry MT 231
College Algebra - College Algebra MT 130
Statistics - Intro to Statistics MT 121

All math and science courses require ACT math scores of 23 or higher OR an Accuplacer score of 81
or higher in Math.
II.

Onsite College Courses
Composition I is offered through KCKCC on Monday evenings from 6 pm – 9 pm.

III.

Kansas City Kansas Community College Dual Credit:
Through an arrangement with Kansas City Community College, students may take BLHS courses for
both high school and college credit. KCKCC requires students to earn qualifying scores on either the
ACT or Accuplacer in order to enroll. Students are responsible for all tuition costs. Counselors
distribute college enrollment materials through the classroom in early September of semester one and
during early January of semester two.
A current listing of KCKCC dual credit and concurrent credit courses and the semester in which the
course is offered may be found at this link:
BLHS KCKCC Course Offering 2019-2020
For KCKCC classes, a student must have a qualifying ACT scores of 23 or higher in all subjects OR
must take all sections of the Accuplacer; required scores vary by class.
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KCKCC - TECHNICAL EDUCATION CENTER (TEC)
Kansas City Kansas Community College Technical Education Center is fully accredited by the Kansas State
Department of Education. High school enrollment at TEC is for juniors and seniors who are on track for
graduation, and who have received approval from high school administration and their counselor.
TEC courses are designed to provide high school students with a head start toward skilled training, leading to
employment or additional education. There is no tuition charge for high school students while they are still
enrolled in high school.
All programs are full-year except Nail Technology. Students may continue after high school to complete
certifications in certain areas.
KCKCC Technical Education Center (TEC) Programs available to BLHS students:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Auto Collision Repair
Auto Technology
Building Engineering Maintenance
Computer Support Specialists
Construction Technology
Culinary Arts
Cosmetology
Electrical Technology

Heating & Refrigeration
Machine Technology
Major Appliance Technology
Medical Assistant (Post H.S.)
Multimedia/Video Production
Nail Technology
Office Assistant
Welding

Required Guidelines for Interested Students:
1.

Students must provide transportation to the Dr. Thomas R. Burke Technical Education Center, 6565
State Avenue, KC, KS.

2.

Students are expected to attend TEC classes for the entire year unless they enroll in a oneonly class.

3.

Students must attend classes at the TEC facility on a daily basis during the regular school year. If classes
are in session at TEC, students are expected to attend even if school is not in session at BLHS.

4.

Students receive 0.5 credit for each block at TEC. Most will receive 2 credits per semester.

5.

There is an application process for enrolling in TEC courses. Students with poor discipline, attendance
and tardy records may be denied entrance into TEC programs.

6.

Please refer to the TEC brochure for available programs.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
The Basehor-Linwood District offers programs for students who have special needs. Special education and
related services are provided in the district for students evaluated and diagnosed as visually impaired, speech
and language delayed, learning disabled, other health impaired or gifted. A transition specialist assists
students in identifying post-secondary education and vocational services.
Students with identified exceptionalities will be enrolled in general, supported, and resource classes in order
to receive the assistance based on individual needs. All exceptional students will have an Individual Education
Plan (IEP).
Identified gifted students meet with the gifted coordinator to plan curriculum and activities based on students’
strengths and interests.

ADVISORY
All students are assigned to advisors with whom they meet at least once a week to work on Career Cruising
portfolios, which are part of their Individual Plans of Study. Additionally, students have Bobcat Time several
times a week. During this hour, students meet with teachers, work on projects with their peers and eat lunch.
Students are responsible for managing their time and commitments during this less structured time period.
Additionally, some students may be assigned to special interest or “focused” advisories for support. Club and
activity meetings take place during advisories, as well as college visits.
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KANSAS STATE HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION (KSHSAA)
ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
In order for students to participate in a Kansas State High School Activities Association (KSHSAA)
sanctioned sport or activity, they must meet the following requirements.
1. Pass at least five courses the previous semester.
2. Be enrolled in a minimum of five new courses the semester(s) of participation with each course being
worth at least .5 credits per semester.
3. Athletes must present a completed KSHSAA Physical Form prior to starting practice.
4. Note: The BLHS Eligibility policy is also followed during the semester.
For additional KSHSAA information, go to www.kshsaa.org.

NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE
The number of required core courses is 16. These courses come from the following areas:
English, Mathematics, natural/physical science, social science, foreign language, non-doctrinal religion or
philosophy. Visit the eligibility center website for more detailed information.
Division I Requirements
16 Core Courses:
● Ten (10) core courses completed before
● the start of seventh semester. Seven (7) of t
10 must be in English, Math or Science.
● Corresponding test score (ACT sum
score or SAT combined score) and
core-course GPA (min 2.300) on Sliding
Scale.
● Graduate from high school.

Division II Requirements
16 Core Courses:
● 3 years of English.
● 2 years of Math (Algebra I or higher).
● 2 years of Science (1 year of lab if offered).
● 3 years of additional English, Math or Scienc
● 2 years of Social Science.
● 4 years of additional courses (from any
● area above or foreign language
religion/philosophy).

Questions?
Contact your school’s counselors or visit the NCAA’s clearinghouse website at www.eligibilitycenter.org
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NAIA CLEARINGHOUSE
The NAIA Eligibility Center will determine your eligibility based on your academic record and additional
information you provide. Register online at http://www.playNAIA.org.
●
●

Create an account with a valid email address.
Pay the one-time registration fee ($65 domestic students/US $95 international students) or indicate
qualification for a fee waiver

High School Students
If you will graduate from high school this spring and enroll in college this coming fall, the requirements
are simple. High school graduation, plus two out of three of these requirements:

Early Decisions for High School Seniors
Students who have completed their junior year of high school with an overall 3.00 GPA on a 4.00 scale, plus
the minimum test scores required (18 ACT or 860 SAT), may receive an eligibility decision early in the senior
year. To receive an early decision, register with the NAIA Eligibility Center, have your high school send
official transcripts to the Eligibility Center and contact ACT or SAT to have their test scores sent directly (the
NAIA code is 9876 with ACT and SAT).
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ART
COURSE
TITLE
*Art I
*Art II
*Art III
*Ceramics I
*Ceramics II
*Ceramics III
●

CREDIT
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5

GRADE LEVEL
9
10 11 12
X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

PREREQUISITE
None
Art I
Art II & Teacher Approval
None
Ceramics I
Ceramics II & Teacher
Approval

FEE
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25

Courses marked with an “*” are dependent upon pre-enrollment numbers and staff availability.

*Art I
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
In grades 9-12 students extend their study of the visual arts. They continue to use a wide range of subject
matter, symbols, meaningful images, and visual expressions.
This course offers basic understanding and appreciation for art at the high school level and beyond by
developing background necessary to appreciate and create art as well as to pursue possible careers in visual
arts. Students will explore the use of the elements & principles of art in their discussions and creations of art.
Art 1, as well as the other art courses, is designed to meet the needs of students of all artistic ability levels.
Art 1 emphasizes the development of skills and creative thought, with emphasis on applications of these
skills. Students explore art history through discussion of visuals related to classroom projects. Possible topics
include color theory, rendering, perspective drawing, design, composition, watercolor, paint, cartooning and
printmaking.
Grading is based on timely completion of homework, and creative application of skills on projects.
*Art II
Prerequisite: Art I
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Students who have successfully completed Art I will have the background knowledge and skills necessary for
Art II. This studio course expands understanding and appreciation for the visual arts by providing additional
techniques, more sophisticated creative thought processes, and new applications for skills and concepts
learned in Art 1. The content of Art 2 is centered on understanding and use of various aspects of two and
three-dimensional art and art history. It may include drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking. Specific
materials and techniques that may be included are acrylic paint, watercolor, drawing, scratchboards,
screen-printing, block printing and painting styles with their movements.
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*Art III
Prerequisite: Art II & Teacher Approval
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
Prerequisite: Completion of Art II with a grade of “B” or better, and teacher recommendation. Students must
have taken & passed classes: Art I & Art II.
Art III is a studio course in which students set educational goals necessary for continued growth in the visual
arts. Students who have successfully completed Art II will have the background knowledge and skills
necessary for this course. This is a course for students wanting to major or minor in art in college.
During the semester, students focus on a general area of art, such as drawing, painting, collage, printmaking
and sculpture, as well as the study of different movements of painting styles of the masters. Goals and
assignments are determined on an individual basis between student and instructor. Possible materials and
techniques included in this course are acrylic paint, watercolor, pastel, charcoal, scratchboard, colored pencils,
wood carving, screen printing and block printing. Students explore careers in art and develop portfolios for
college and scholarship review.
Student progress is continually monitored and evaluations occur as necessary. Either student or instructor may
initiate these evaluations. At the end of every marking period, each student submits a portfolio of work to be
graded. Grades are based on the student’s progress in learning as well as creative application of skills.
*Ceramics I
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Students in Ceramics I are exposed to a variety of hand-building procedures, techniques, principles, and
equipment as they produce a series of pottery projects. Pinch, coil, slab drape, slab built, sculpture & wheel
construction methods. All units include history, criticism and aesthetics components along with studio
production. All projects will be displayed.
*Ceramics II
Prerequisite: Ceramics I
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Ceramics II includes history, criticism and aesthetics components along with studio productions. All students
work for an extended period of time on the potter’s wheel. A series of projects using the various construction
methods taught in Ceramics I will be used to create a minimum of 8 projects. The amount of time allowed on
the wheel for individual students will depend on the size of the class. All projects will be displayed.
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*Ceramics III
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Ceramics II & III & Teacher Approval
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
Ceramics III is a studio course in which students help set educational goals necessary for continued growth in
the visual arts. Students who have successfully completed Ceramics II have the background knowledge and
skills necessary for this course.
Students refine skills in general areas such as hand building, wheel throwing, molding, and sculpture. Specific
goals and assignments are determined on an individual basis between student and instructor. Creative
exploration of ideas is encouraged and new techniques are taught as needed. In addition to studying careers in
art, students develop portfolios for college and scholarship review.
Student progress is continually monitored and evaluations occur as necessary. Either student or instructor may
initiate these evaluations. At the end of every marking period, each student submits a project to be graded.
Grades are based on the student’s progress in learning as well as creative application of skills. This is an
advanced wheel throwing class that would allow the student to be successful in a college ceramics class.

End of ART Department
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ENGLISH
Required Courses
COURSE TITLE

CREDIT

GRADE LEVEL
9 10
11
12

PREREQUISITE

English I

1

X

None

Honors English I

1

X

English II
Honors English II

1
1

American Literature (fall)

.5

“B” or higher in 8th grade English
& 8th grade reading; by application
English I
“B” or higher in English I; “C” or
higher in Honors English 1; by
application
English I & English II

X
X

X

FEE

Honors American
.5
X
“B” or better in English II or “C”
Literature (fall)
or better in Honors English II
Options to meet junior and senior required credits for English:
● Seniors may complete Honors World Literature (1.0), Workplace Communications (1.0), or two of the
semester courses listed below.
● Juniors must have one semester of American Literature (or Honors American Literature). The second
semester course may be one of the courses listed below.
Honors World Literature
1
X “B” or higher in English III, “C” or
(Dual credit for Comp I &
higher in English III Honors; by
Comp II - KCKCC)
application
Workplace
1
X English I, English II, American
Communications
Lit., 0.5 semester of English credit
Sports in Literature
.5
X
X English I/Honors English I;
English II/Honors English II;
American Lit/Honors American Lit
Philosophy in Literature
.5
X
X English I/Honors English I,
English II/Honors English II,
American Lit/Honors American Lit
Scifi/Fantasy Literature
.5
X
X English I/Honors English I,
English II/Honors English II,
American Lit/Honors American Lit
Honors Shakespeare
.5
X
X English I/Honors English I,
English II (B or better)/Honors
English II (C or better), American
Lit/Honors American Lit (C or
better)
Honors Diversity
.5
X
X English I/Honors English I,
English II (B or better)/Honors
English II (C or better), American
Lit/Honors American Lit (C or
better)
● Applications are required for Honors English classes. Any changes from honors to regular English
must occur by no later than June 1.
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ENGLISH
Elective Courses
COURSE TITLE

CREDIT

*Creative Writing

0.5

*Film as Literature
*Graphic Novel
Literature

.5
0.5

GRADE LEVEL
9
10
11
12
X

X

X

X
X

X
X

PREREQUISITE

FEE

“B” or higher in English
recommended
Successful completion of
prior English course

● Courses marked with an “*” are dependent upon pre-enrollment numbers and staff availability.

SPEECH
COURSE TITLE
Speech
Forensics
Debate
Public Speaking
●

CREDIT
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5

GRADE LEVEL
9
10
11
12
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

PREREQUISITE
None
None
None
None

FEE
$25.00
$25.00
KCKCC
tuition

The 0.5 credit of Public Speaking may be earned by taking Speech, Debate, Drama or Forensics.

English I
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 1
Grade: 9
In this introductory high school English course, students read a wide variety of literature, study grammar and
usage, develop their vocabulary, and improve their written and oral communication skills. Literature
selections include a variety of novels, short stories and poetry. Basic research skills are also studied and
applied during this course. Completion is required for graduation from BLHS.
Honors English I
Prerequisite: “B” or better in 8th grade English & 8th
 grade Reading; by application
Credit: 1
Grade: 9
Honors English I is a skill-based course. The curriculum contains a balance of reading, writing, and
presentation skills. For comprehension and for pleasure, students read novels, plays, short stories, poetry and
nonfiction. In relation to their reading, students develop their vocabulary, study literary terms, and think
critically about each reading selection. Students write extensively which includes studying and effectively
using the writing conventions. The curriculum also includes the application of basic research skills.
Honors level courses are designed for students who have an interest in the communication arts and have
demonstrated a capacity to excel in writing, reading and critical thinking. Honors courses require more
in-depth study of the curriculum. Students should carefully consider the extra time needed for this more
challenging course. Summer reading is required. Students must maintain a “C” or better the 1st semester
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or they will be dropped or moved to a “regular” level of the same course. This course receives both weighted
and unweighted grade point.
English II
Prerequisite: English I
Credit: 1
Grade: 10
In this sophomore English course, students read a wide variety of literature, improve their knowledge of
grammar and usage, continue to develop their vocabulary, and improve their written and oral communication
skills. Literature selections from a variety of genres include novels, short stories and poetry that will be read
individually and as a class. Expository writing is an emphasis at the sophomore level. Basic to intermediate
research skills are also studied and applied during this course. Completion is required for graduation from
BLHS.
Honors English II
Prerequisite: “B” or better in English I; “C” or better in Honors English I; by application
Credit: 1
Grade: 10
Honors English II is a skill-based course. The curriculum contains a balance of reading, writing, and
presentation skills. To increase comprehension and interest, students read a more challenging selection of
novels, short stories, plays, and poetry from a variety of genres. In relation to their reading, students refine
and enhance their skills in vocabulary, apply their understanding of literary terms, and think critically about
each reading selection. Students will write extensively, using the writing process in sophisticated narratives,
poetry and exposition. The curriculum also includes the application of intermediate research skills.
Honors level courses are designed for students who have an interest in the communication arts and have
demonstrated a capacity to excel in writing, reading and critical thinking. Honors courses require more
in-depth study of the curriculum. Students should carefully consider the extra time needed for this more
challenging course. Summer reading is required.
Students must maintain a “C” or better the 1st semester or they will be dropped or moved to a “regular” level
of the same course. This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade point.
English III (American Literature)
Prerequisite: English II
Credit: 1
Grade: 11
In this junior English course, students read a wide variety of American Literature, improve their knowledge of
grammar and usage, continue to develop their vocabulary, and improve their written and oral communication
skills. Novels, short stories, plays, and poetry from American Literature are discussed and analyzed as a
characterization of our nation’s history. Persuasive writing is emphasized at the junior level. Intermediate to
advanced research skills are also studied and applied during this course. Each student is required to write an
8-10 page research paper. Completion of the course is required for graduation from BLHS.
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Honors American Literature
Prerequisite: “B” or better in English II; “C” or better in Honors English II; by application
Credit: .5
Grade: 11
Honors English III is a skill-based course. This challenging junior course is designed for college-bound
students who want to improve their communication skills. Students will critically read a more challenging
selection of novels, short stories, plays, and poetry from a variety of genres in American Literature. Students
analyze these texts by examining theme, structure, language manipulation and literary techniques. There is
extensive writing as students learn to respond to the literature in writing short literary analysis papers. The
curriculum also includes the application of intermediate to advanced research skills. Each student is required
to write an extensive research paper.
Honors level courses are designed for students who have an interest in the communication arts and have
demonstrated a capacity to excel in writing, reading and critical thinking. Honors courses require more
in-depth study of the curriculum. Students should carefully consider the extra time needed for this more
challenging course. Summer reading is required.
Students must maintain a “C” or better the 1st semester or they will be dropped or moved to a “regular” level
of the same course. This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade point.
Honors World Literature
Prerequisite: “B” or better in English III; “C” or better in Honors English III; by application
Credit: 1
Grade: 12
In this senior English course, students read a wide variety of world literature, apply their knowledge of
writing conventions, continue to develop their vocabulary, and improve their written and oral communication
skills. Novels, short stories, plays, and poetry from world literature will be discussed and analyzed as students
increase their knowledge of world literature. Narrative, analytical, persuasive, and expository writing continue
to be emphasized through Comp I and Comp II writing assignments. Advanced research skills are also studied
and applied during this course. Each student is required to write an extensive research paper. Completion of
the course is required for graduation from BLHS. Dual credit is available through KCKCC.
Honors level courses are designed for students who have an interest in the communication arts and have
demonstrated a capacity to excel in writing, reading and critical thinking. Honors courses require more
in-depth study of the curriculum. Students should carefully consider the extra time needed for this more
challenging course. Summer reading is required. Students must maintain a “C” or better the 1st semester
or they will be dropped or moved to a “regular” level of the same course. This course receives both weighted
and unweighted grade points.
*Creative Writing
Prerequisite: “B” or higher in English recommended
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Creative Writing is an introductory course to the different types of creative writing: fiction, non-fiction and
poetry. This course is geared towards new writers and boosting their confidence as intelligent, creative
writers with valuable and interesting things to say. The class starts with informal writing pieces, and moves
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throughout the writing process from drafting to polishing. By the end of the semester, students will have a
portfolio with a wide variety of created works.
*Graphic Novel Literature
Prerequisite: Successful completion of prior English course
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
By reading a survey of the most important graphic novels of the past forty years, students will engage in a
variety of critical discussions, written responses, and analysis of the graphic novel medium. The class will
both draw on and supplement the students’ literary knowledge acquired in the traditional English classroom
and help to foster critical thinking skills through the exploration of an unfamiliar and often misunderstood
artistic/literary medium.
Course Name: Workplace Communications
Credits: 1 (Fall and Spring semester)
Prerequisites: English I, English II, American Lit., 0.5 semester of English credit
Grade Level: 12
This course is intended for those students interested in pursuing technical school, the military, or the
workforce upon graduation. Learning focuses on technical reading and writing, teamwork skills,
pre-employment skills, content vocabulary, and effective workplace communication. In order to prepare for
their post-secondary success, students will also complete an electronic employment portfolio. Assignments
and activities aim to be practical and applicable to various fields and careers. Students will read and discuss
both nonfiction and fiction literature and write for a variety of audiences to improve written and verbal
articulation.
Sports Literature
Credits: .5
Prerequisites: English I/Honors English I; English II/Honors English II; American Lit/Honors
American Lit
Grade Level: 11, 12
Sports Literature will examine the unique relationship between sports and society through literature by
contemporary authors, columnists and other media. Reading in the course is selected to be high-interest and
thought provoking. Text selections will include informational text, fiction, poetry, biographies, and
commentary. Writing in this course will include argument, informative, and narrative pieces.
Philosophy in Literature
Credits: .5
Prerequisites: English I/Honors English I, English II/Honors English II, American Lit/Honors
American Lit
Grade Level: 11, 12
This course examines the characteristics that define philosophy and the human mind. Reading, writing,
research, and individual projects focus on the study of general and fundamental issues concerning matters
such as existence, knowledge, values, reason, and language. Several novels, short stories, and essays by a
variety of authors will provide background for students’ further studies. Due to the extensive reading
requirements, this course is recommended for average and above average readers.
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Sci Fi/Fantasy
Credits: .5
Prerequisites: English I/Honors English I, English II/Honors English II, American Lit/Honors
American Lit
Grade Level: 11,12
This course investigates the characteristics which distinguish science fiction and presents its development
from the nineteenth century through the late twenty-first century. Reading, writing, research, and individual
projects focus on the technological, social, philosophical, and historical developments which affect the
condition of humanity and the future of the world. Several novels, short stories and essays by a variety of
authors will provide background for students’ further studies. Due to the extensive reading requirements, this
course is recommended for average and above-average readers.
Honors Shakespeare
Prerequisite:English I/Honors English I, English II (B or better)/Honors English II (C or better),
American Lit/Honors American Lit (C or better)
Grade Level: 11,12
This course examines the work of Shakespeare through primary and secondary texts and films, and in class
discussion and performances. Students will examine and exchange points of view as they develop their
understanding of selected Shakespearean plays in the genres of romantic comedy and tragedy. Reading,
writing, research, and individual projects focus on the criticism of the social, political, performative, and
formal issues these texts represent and consider Shakespeare’s development and influence as a playwright.
Due to the extensive reading requirements, this course is recommended for above average readers.
Honors Diversity
Prerequisite: English I/Honors English I, English II (B or better)/Honors English II (C or better),
American Lit/Honors American Lit (C or better)
Credit .5
Grade 11,12
This course examines diversity in cultural, linguistic, and historic contexts. Reading, writing, research, and
individual projects focus on the study of general and fundamental issues concerning matters such as the
development of a critical lens that embraces culturally sustaining practices for groups that have been
traditionally underrepresented and inauthentically portrayed in texts. This course entails introspection as well
as examinations of bias, power, and privilege. Several novels, short stories, and essays by a variety of authors
will provide background for students’ further studies. Due to the extensive reading requirements, this course
is recommended for above average readers.
Speech
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Speech students develop listening skills, organizational skills, and the ability to speak to a variety of
audiences. Through actual speaking experiences, students develop self-confidence and verbal communication
skills. This course will count as your 0.5 credit of required Public Speaking.
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Forensics
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Students prepare and perform individual speech and drama events in the following areas: original oratory,
informative speaking, extemporaneous speaking, solo acting, duet acting and improvisation, poetry and prose
interpretation. In-class and inter-scholastic competition is required. Tournaments take place on Saturdays
and students are required to participate in these tournaments as part of their grade in the course. Students
taking forensics are strongly encouraged to enroll also in debate. Students may repeat forensics for credit
multiple years and are encouraged to do so. This course will count as your 0.5 credit of required Public
Speaking.
Debate
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Students develop skills in research, organization, structure, argumentation, logic, cross-examination,
presentation and public speaking. They apply these skills both in class and during interscholastic debating
and competition. Interscholastic debate tournaments are held on Fridays and Saturdays. Students in the class
must participate on Saturdays as part of their grade. Students taking debate are strongly urged to enroll also in
forensics class. Students may repeat debate for credit more than once and are encouraged to do so. This
course will count as your 0.5 credit of required Public Speaking.
Public Speaking
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
This basic speech course deals with the oral communication process through the study of public speaking.
Students will learn to select topics, analyze their audience, organize and gather support for a speech, improve
delivery skills and reduce communication apprehension, listen for information and evaluation purposes, and
distinguish between different types of speeches. Each student will develop and deliver a minimum of four
speeches during the course.
This course will count as your 0.5 credit of required Public Speaking.
Note: This course is offered for three credit hours of dual credit through Kansas City Community College. In
order for a student to be allowed to enroll for dual credit through KCKCC, he/she must meet required cutoff
scores on the ACT or Accuplacer.

End of ENGLISH Department
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INTERDISCIPLINARY
COURSE TITLE

CREDIT

GRADE LEVEL
9
10
11
12

0.5

Aide

0.25

Care Cats

0.5

X

X

0.5
0.5/block
0.5
0.5
0.5

X

X
X
X

recommended for semester
prior to actual test
Teacher Selection &
Approval
Application & Approval,
Limit 2 Semesters Max
Approval
Application & Approval
None

X

Application & Approval

Cybersecurity
Occupational Internship
*Service Leadership
Standards English
Work Experience Program
●

X

X

X

PREREQUISITE

*ACT Test Prep

X

X

X
X

X

FEE

Courses marked with an “*” are dependent upon pre-enrollment numbers and staff
availability.

*ACT Test Prep
Prerequisite: None, but usually recommended for semester prior to actual ACT test
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10 (semester 2), 11 (either semester), 12 (first semester)
ACT Test Prep provides students the opportunity to become acquainted with testing format and content in
order to develop testing skill and confidence prior to taking the ACT.
Aide
Prerequisite: Teacher Selection. Must demonstrate strong academics, good attendance and exemplary
behavior.
Credit: 0.25 per semester
Grade: 12
Senior students may serve as an aide for a specific teacher, for either one or two semesters. In all cases aides
are:
1. Assigned through selection by a specific teacher.
2. Responsible for having an Aide Pass when not in a classroom.
3. Allowed to be an aide no more than one block per semester.
Because students receive a “P” and only 0.25 credits per semester for being an aide, class rank and GPA could
be negatively affected.
CareCats A & B
Prerequisite: Application required. Must demonstrate strong academics, good attendance and
exemplary behavior.
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
CareCats is an opportunity for students to tutor and mentor elementary, middle and even high school-age
students within the district’s seven school buildings. To be considered, one must complete a written
application, including references. Both the student and a parent sign a standard of conduct agreement. The
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CareCat program is closed when placement is full. Students may only be a CareCat one block per semester, 2
semesters maximum and eligible during junior and senior years.
Students receive a grade of “P” (Pass) for being a CareCat. You must serve a minimum of 32 hours in your
CareCat class per semester to pass. You cannot have any attendance or discipline issues to pass. Receiving a
“P” could negatively affect class rank and GPA.
*Cybersecurity
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Cybersecurity introduces the tools and concepts of cybersecurity and encourages students to create solutions
that allow people to share computing resources while protecting privacy. Nationally, computational resources
are vulnerable and frequently attacked; in Cybersecurity, students solve problems by understanding and
closing these vulnerabilities. This course raises students’ knowledge of and commitment to ethical computing
behavior. It also aims to develop students’ skills as consumers, friends, citizens, and employees who can
effectively contribute to communities with a dependable cyber-infrastructure that moves and processes
information safely. PLTW is offering a beta version of the course starting in fall 2018 for the 2018-19 school
year and is planning a full course release for the 2019-20 school year.
Occupational Internship
Prerequisite: Application required & Principal Approval; Meet program requirements
Credit: 0.5 per block of internship, two blocks maximum
Grade: 12
The Executive Internship provides a semester of preparation for a 10-12 week workplace-based internship
experience during spring of spring of the senior year. The internship experience occurs in an area of career
interest for the student and is combined with opportunities for evaluation and reflection.
*Service Leadership
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
This course is designed to develop personal leadership skills and an understanding of group processes in a
democratic society. It seeks to foster in students a better understanding of themselves and their capacity for
leadership; to create an understanding of the importance of leadership in a democratic society; and to prepare
students to assume leadership roles in the school and community.
Standards English
Prerequisite: Placement is made according to test performance and/or academic progress.
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10
This course is required for students who scored below average on the MAP Reading and/or MAP English
tests. This course focuses on remediation of reading and language skills using the standards, benchmarks and
indicators from the State ELA Assessment Curriculum. Basic test preparation skills and strategies are also
taught to improve overall test taking ability. Only elective credit will be awarded for this course. Students
will not receive English credit.
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End of INTERDISCIPLINARY Department

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES
COURSE TITLE

CREDIT

GRADE LEVEL
9 10 11 12

PREREQUISITE

FEE

A or B in most recent English
course; or C by recommendation
Spanish I with A, B or C by
Spanish II
1
X
X
X
X
recommendation
*Advanced Spanish
Spanish II with A, B or C by
1
X
X
X
III/IV
recommendation
A or B in most recent English
French I
1
X
X
X
X
course; or C by recommendation
French I with A, B, or C by
French II
1
X
X
X
recommendation
*Advanced French
French II with A, B, or C by
1
X
X
III/IV
recommendation
● Courses marked with an “*” are dependent upon pre-enrollment numbers and staff
availability.
Spanish I

1

X

X

X

X

Spanish I
Prerequisite: An A or B in the most recent English course, or a C with recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Spanish I is a full year course designed for the student to be able to communicate using basic Spanish
language. The course begins with vocabulary units such as greetings, alphabet, clock time, family and basic
everyday activities. Students will learn what it means to conjugate a verb and how to use verbs effectively to
communicate what they like to do. Students will also review concepts acquired in English class such as the
parts of speech and the role those words play in structuring a sentence. We study geography and customs of
Spanish-speaking people. In this course the student’s ability and achievement is directly correlated to regular
attendance, a willingness to listen, participate, and apply learning concepts both in class and on assignments.
Spanish II
Prerequisite: Spanish I with an A, B or C by recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Spanish II is a continuation of basic Spanish language communication. In level II, students will need to
demonstrate retention of basic concepts acquired in Spanish I and be prepared to build on those skills. More
complex structures of Spanish language will be introduced. The past tenses are a major focus of this level.
Students will be able to use past tense verb forms effectively to indicate what they “did” last year, last
weekend, etc. Students also have more opportunity to arrive at a better understanding of cultural similarities
and differences. A major goal in this full year course is for students to acquire more confidence and comfort
in their Spanish language skills.
*Advanced Spanish III/IV
Prerequisite: *Spanish II completion with an A, B or C recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12
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This new course combines concepts learned in Spanish III and IV. Students have the option to take
Advanced Spanish one year or two consecutive years for credit. Curriculum will alternate each year.
Students will gain more confidence with their language skills as they continue to use and build upon concepts
from prior levels. Additional grammar concepts, verb tenses and vocabulary are introduced. While continuing
to enhance their listening and speaking skills, students will also focus on the skills of reading and composition
writing in Spanish.
French I
Prerequisite: A, B in most recent English course, or C by recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
French I is a full year course designed for the student to be able to communicate using basic French language.
The course begins with vocabulary units such as greetings, alphabet, clock time, family, and basic everyday
activities. Students will learn what it means to conjugate a verb and how to use verbs effectively to
communicate what they like to do. Students will also review concepts acquired in English class such as the
parts of speech and the role those words play in structuring a sentence. Another focus of language study is
global and cultural awareness. We study geography and customs of French-speaking people. In this course
the student’s ability and achievement is directly correlated to regular attendance, a willingness to listen,
participate, and apply learning concepts both in class and on assignments.
French II
Prerequisite: French I with an A, B or C by recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12
French II is a continuation of basic French language communication. In level II, students will need to
demonstrate retention of basic concepts acquired in French I and be prepared to build on those skills. More
complex structures of French language will be introduced. The past tenses are a major focus of this level.
Students will be able to use past tense verb forms effectively to indicate what they “did” last year, last
weekend, etc. Students also have more opportunity to arrive at a better understanding of cultural similarities
and differences. An important goal in this full year course is for students to acquire more confidence and
comfort in their French language skills.
*Advanced French III/IV
Prerequisite: French II completion with an A, B or C by recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
This new course combines concepts learned in French III and IV. Students have the option to take
Advanced French one year or two consecutive years for credit. Curriculum will alternate each year.
Students will gain more confidence with their language skills as they continue to use and build upon concepts
from prior levels. Additional grammar concepts, verb tenses and vocabulary are introduced. While continuing
to enhance their listening and speaking skills, students will also focus on the skills of reading and composition
writing in French.

End of FOREIGN LANGUAGE Department
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MATHEMATICS
COURSE TITLE

CREDIT

Pre-Algebra
Algebra I Straight Block

0.5
1 math, 1
elective
1

Algebra I
Concepts in Geometry

1

Geometry

1

Geometry Lab

X
X

X
X

1

Concepts of Algebra II

1

X

X

X

X

X
X

1
0.5
elective

X
X

X
X

Honors Algebra II

1

X

X

Statistics

1

X

X

College Algebra

1

X

X

1

X

X

1

X

X

Precalculus

Calculus

●

FEE

X
X

X

PREREQUISITE
None
Intro to Algebra 100 & teacher
recommendation
Intro to Algebra 200 & teacher
recommendation
Algebra I & teacher
recommendation

X

0.5
elective

Honors Geometry

Algebra II
Algebra II Lab

GRADE LEVEL
9 10 11 12

Algebra I or Intro to Algebra 300
Concurrent enrollment in
Geometry & teacher
recommendation. This class
provides additional support - not a
math credit.
Algebra I or Intro to Algebra 300
with a “B” or better; teacher
recommendation
Algebra I & Geometry/Concepts of
Geometry & teacher
recommendation
Algebra I & Geometry
Concurrent enrollment in Algebra
II & teacher recommendation. This
class provides additional support not a math credit.
Algebra I & Geometry with a “B”
or better; teacher recommendation
Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry;
teacher recommendation
Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry;
teacher recommendation
Algebra I, Algebra II & Geometry
with grades of B or higher, teacher
recommendation
Precalculus – grade of B or better
recommended; teacher
recommendation

Students in Algebra II and higher must have graphing calculators. Any version of the TI-84 series is
acceptable.
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Pre-Algebra
Prerequisite: None
Credit: .5
Grade: 9
Students in this course will study mathematics topics which will prepare them for Algebra I. Topics will
include: algebraic expressions, operations with real numbers, solving linear equations and inequalities,
properties of exponents, operations with polynomials, real world applications, and basic statistics. This one
semester course is designed for students that need more preparation before taking Algebra I. Students will
only earn one-half credit of math and can only be taken with teacher recommendation. This course does not
meet Qualified Admissions.
Algebra I Straight Block
Prerequisite: Intro to Algebra 100 & teacher recommendation
Credit: 1 math & 1 elective
Grade: 9
Students will meet EVERY DAY for one block for the entire school year. Students will complete the entire
Algebra I curriculum during this time. Algebra I is designed to develop the following skills: using variables,
equation solving, factoring polynomials, graphing & using functions; including linear and quadratic. Problem
solving skills will be emphasized and developed.
Algebra I
Prerequisite: Intro to Algebra 200 & teacher recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 9
Algebra I is designed to develop the following skills: using variables, equation solving, factoring
polynomials, graphing and using functions including linear and quadratics. Problem solving skills are
emphasized and developed. A grade of “C” or higher is highly recommended in order to succeed in upper
level math courses.
Concepts of Geometry
Prerequisite: Algebra I & teacher recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11
Students will study the basic properties and figures of Geometry and how to apply these properties to
real-world settings. Specifically, students examine properties of parallel lines, polygons, triangles,
quadrilaterals, similar figures, ratios, proportions, Pythagorean Theorem, perimeter and area of 2-D polygons,
volume and surface area of 3-D polyhedrons, coordinate geometry and transformational geometry. *This
course does not meet requirements for the Board of Regents curriculum or NCAA and NAIA
requirements.
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Geometry
Prerequisite: Algebra I or Intro to Algebra 300 with B or higher
Credits: 1
Grade Level: 9, 10
Geometry is a course in which students study properties of geometric figures and how to apply these
properties to real world situations. It is also designed to develop the ability to reason logically using both
inductive and deductive reasoning. Topics covered will include: basic geometric shapes and properties,
reasoning and proofs, properties of parallel and perpendicular lines, properties of triangles, properties of
quadrilaterals and polygons, similar figures, right triangles, basic right triangle trigonometry, transformations,
area, surface area, volume, and properties of circles. These topics will also be looked at from a logical
viewpoint and reasoning skills will be developed.
Geometry Lab
Prerequisite: Concurrent Enrollment in Geometry & teacher recommendation
Credits: 0.5 elective
Grade Level: 10
This course will be for students currently enrolled in Geometry and will support the curriculum in the regular
Geometry classroom. Concepts taught in the regular Geometry course will be pre-taught, reinforced, and
sometimes re-taught to develop and/or enhance mathematical skills.
Honors Geometry
Prerequisite: Algebra I or Intro to Algebra 300 with a “B” or higher & teacher recommendation
Credits: 1
Grade Level: 9, 10
Students will cover the same topics as in a traditional Geometry course, but in greater depth and complexity.
Geometry is a course in which students study properties of geometric figures and how to apply these
properties to real world situations. It is also designed to develop the ability to reason logically using both
inductive and deductive reasoning. Topics covered will include: basic geometric shapes and properties,
reasoning and proofs, properties of parallel and perpendicular lines, properties of triangles, properties of
quadrilaterals and polygons, similar figures, right triangles, basic right triangle trigonometry, transformations,
area, surface area, volume, and properties of circles. These topics will also be looked at from a logical
viewpoint and reasoning skills will be developed.
Students should carefully consider the extra time needed in this more challenging course. Students must
maintain a “C” or better the 1st semester or they will be dropped or moved to a “regular” level of the same
course.This course will receive both weighted and unweighted grade points.
Concepts of Algebra II
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry/Concepts of Geometry & teacher recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
This course is designed for students who need additional preparation before taking Algebra II. Students will
review and learn how to solve and graph linear, quadratic, and radical equations and inequalities, including
applications. This course does not meet requirements for the Board of Regents curriculum or NCAA or
NAIA requirements.

33

2019-2020 Basehor-Linwood High School Course Description Guide

Algebra II
Prerequisite: Algebra I & Geometry
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Topics covered in Algebra II include: graphing and solving linear, quadratic, polynomial and rational
functions, matrices, exponents, complex numbers, logarithmic functions, and an introduction to basic
Trigonometric equations. Students will use various problem-solving strategies to learn these topics. It is
highly recommended for college bound students. A student should try to finish this course with a grade of
“B” to succeed in Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus. Any version of the TI-83 of TI-84 series graphing calculator is
required for this course.
Algebra II Lab
Prerequisite: Concurrent Enrollment in Algebra II & teacher recommendation
Credits: 0.5 elective
Grade Level: 10, 11
This course will be for students currently enrolled in Algebra II and will support the curriculum in the regular
Algebra II classroom. Concepts taught in the regular Algebra II course will be pre-taught, reinforced, and
sometimes re-taught to develop and/or enhance mathematical skills.
Honors Algebra II
Prerequisite: Algebra I & Geometry with a “B” or higher & teacher recommendation
Credits: 1
Grade Level: 10, 11
Students cover the same topics as in a traditional Algebra II course, but in greater depth and complexity.
Topics covered in Algebra II include: graphing and solving linear, quadratic, polynomial and rational
functions, matrices, exponents, complex numbers, logarithmic functions, and an introduction to basic
Trigonometric equations. Students will use various problem-solving strategies to learn these topics.
Emphasis is given to the theory underlying the mathematical concepts developing critical thinking skills. This
course is designed for students who posses a high interest in mathematics and who plan to enroll in
advanced/honors math courses during subsequent high school years. Students will need a T1-84 series
Graphing Calculator
Students should carefully consider the extra time needed in this more challenging course.  Students must
maintain a “C” or better the 1st semester or they will be dropped or moved to a “regular” level of the same
course. This course will receive both a weighted and unweighted grade points.
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*Statistics
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry & teacher recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
This is a beginning course in statistical analysis designed to help students understand statistical processes and
applications. Students will learn the basics of descriptive statistics, probability, sampling, binomial and
normal distributions, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, regression and correlation. Any version of the
TI-84 series graphing calculator is required for this course.
Note: This course will be offered for three credit hours of dual credit through Donnelly College. In order for a
student to be allowed to enroll for dual credit through Donnelly College, he/she must meet required cutoff
scores on the ACT or Accuplacer.
This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade points. Students should carefully consider the extra
time needed in this more challenging course.
*College Algebra
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry & teacher recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
This course will focus on the study of functions and their graphs, and techniques of solving equations.
Students will analyze and graph functions, including constant, linear, absolute value, square root, polynomial,
rational, exponential and logarithmic functions and non-functions; solve equations and inequalities, including
polynomial equations, exponential equations, logarithmic equations, systems of linear equations and systems
of linear inequalities. Any version of the TI-84 series graphing calculator is required for this course.
Note: This course will be offered for three credit hours of dual credit through Donnelly College. In order for a
student to be allowed to enroll for dual credit through Donnelly College, he/she must meet required cutoff
scores on the ACT or Accuplacer.
*This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade points.
Precalculus
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Algebra II and Geometry (Grade of “B” or higher in Geometry and Algebra II
is recommended) & teacher recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
Trigonometry is the advanced study of relationships between the sides and angles of triangles and their
applications. Topics in Trigonometry include: Trigonometric functions and their inverses, applications
involving right triangles, trigonometric identities and equations, using 30°-60°-90° and 45°-45°-90° triangles
in conjunction with the unit circle to find the exact values of trigonometric functions, graphing trigonometric
functions, Law of Sines and Cosines.
Pre-Calculus is specifically designed to prepare students for Calculus. Topics include: linear, quadratic,
polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions; systems of equations, including matrix solutions;
sequences and series; math induction; and binomial expansion.
Any version of the TI-84 series graphing calculator is required for this course.
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Note: This course would be offered for five credit hours of dual credit through Donnelly College. In order for
a student to be allowed to enroll for dual credit through Donnelly College, he/she must meet required cutoff
scores on the ACT or Accuplacer.
*This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade points. Students should carefully consider the
extra time needed in this more challenging course.
Calculus
Prerequisite: Precalculus (A grade of “B” or higher in Precalculus is very strongly recommended for
one to be a successful Calculus student.); teacher recommendation
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
The concepts include the following: limits and continuity of functions, derivatives; implicit differentiations;
integrals; anti-derivatives, and applications of these concepts. Any version of TI-83 or TI-84 Graphing
Calculator is required (TI-89 is NOT allowed).
Note: This course would be offered for five credit hours of dual credit through Donnelly College. In order for
a student to be allowed to enroll for dual credit through Donnelly College, he/she must have at least a 23 on
the math section of the ACT or at least an 81 on the Accuplacer.
*This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade points. Students should carefully consider the
extra time needed in his more challenging course.

End of MATHEMATICS Department
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PERFORMING ARTS
COURSE TITLE
Drama
*Play Production
Band

CREDIT

GRADE LEVEL
9
10 11 12

0.5
0.5
1

X

Honors Band

PREREQUISITE

X

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

None
Drama
2 years of Band or
Teacher Approval

1

X

X

X

X

Instructor Approval

Jazz Ensemble

1

X

X

X

X

Concurrent enrollment in
Band and Audition

Mixed Chorus

1

X

X

X

X

Teacher Approval

Treble Choir

1

X

X

X

X

Tenor/Bass Choir

1

X

X

X

X

Orchestra

1

X

X

X

X

Successful completion of
previous semester of choir
or Teacher Approval
Successful completion of
previous semester of choir
or Teacher Approval
Previous semester of
Orchestra or Teacher
Approval

*Music Appreciation & Theory
*Introduction to Musical Theater

1
1

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

●
●
●

FEE

$50.00
Rental Fee/
$25.00
Participation
Fee
$50.00
Rental Fee/
$25.00
Participation
Fee
$25.00
Participation
Fee
$25.00
Participation
Fee
$25.00
Participation
Fee
$25.00
Participation
Fee
$50.00
Rental
Fee/ $25
Participation
Fee

None
Drama or Teacher
Approval
Courses marked with an “*” are dependent upon pre-enrollment numbers and staff
availability.
There is an annual $50.00 rental fee for district owned instruments.
The 0.5 credit of Public Speaking can be earned by taking Speech, Public Speaking, Debate,
Drama, or Forensics.

Drama
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Drama is a class designed to help students understand the various areas of theater. The first half of the
semester is devoted to acting and presenting theater from an actor’s point of view. The second half of the
semester will focus on the design elements of theater. Through acting experiences
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they increase self-confidence and develop the sense of responsibility and teamwork necessary for working
with others.
This course will count as your 0.5 credit of required Public Speaking.
*Play Production
Prerequisite: Drama
Credits: 0.5
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Play Production offers students the opportunity to delve into the production/design side of theater. Directing,
stagecraft, lighting/sound design, costuming, make-up design, and stage management are all areas of focus in
this course. Students in this course are required to be involved in the current semester’s theatrical production
as well as planning upcoming school productions. This course may be repeated for credit.
Band
Prerequisite: 2 years of Band or Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
The band performs a wide variety of music and performs at many events throughout the school year.
Students enrolled in this full year class may not add/drop without band director’s permission. Students
who enroll in band are required to attend band camp, parades, contest, festivals, football games, basketball
games, and concerts. These performances constitute a large part of the student’s grade. Students are also
required to purchase a t-shirt, marching band shoes, pep band shirt, lyre and flip folder. The band participates
in out-of-state trips every other year. Students who are not enrolled in band the previous semester will not be
allowed to go on the trip.
Honors Band
Prerequisite: 2 years of Band or Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is designed for high achieving students concurrently enrolled in the Concert/Marching Band class.
The students must complete the entire enriched curriculum based on grade level. Students who are approved
to take the course for honors credit will enroll in the currently offered class, and are expected to adhere to the
class syllabus (Band Handbook) for the non-honors credit option. Students may enroll in “Honors Band” at
any grade, and students are not required to continue to the next honors level to continue participation in band.
Jazz Ensemble
Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in Band and Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is designed for those students interested in jazz education. Students are required to perform at
concerts, festivals, contest and other scheduled performances. Students must purchase dress slacks, dress shirt
and dress shoes. Students in this full year class may not drop/add without the Band Director’s permission.
Only students who play (non band instruments) piano, guitar and bass may enroll in Jazz Band without being
in band.
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Mixed Chorus
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Mixed Chorus is an advanced class in choral singing. Admission is only by consent of the instructor.
Students continue to develop singing technique and an understanding of musical styles. Mixed Chorus
performs music in many styles and many languages. The group performs four concerts a year and participates
in spring festivals. Mixed Chorus students also work on district and state honor choir audition selections.
Members are required to purchase a performance outfit. Attendance is required at all performances. The
choir travels out of state every other year.
Treble Choir
Prerequisite: Successfully completed previous semester of Choir or Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Treble Choir performs music in several different styles. Students develop singing techniques, experience
World languages and learn music reading skills. Anyone interested in singing is welcome to participate. If
you have not been in choir before, visit with the choir director before enrolling. The Treble Choir perform
four concerts a year and participate in spring festivals. Members are required to purchase a performance
outfit. Attendance is required at all performances. The choirs travel out of state every other year.
Tenor/Bass Choir
Prerequisite: Successfully completed previous semester of Choir or Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Tenor/Bass Choir performs music in several different styles. Students develop singing techniques, experience
World languages and learn music reading skills. Anyone interested in singing is welcome to participate. If
you have not been in choir before, visit with the choir director before enrolling. The Tenor/Bass Choir
perform four concerts a year and participate in spring festivals. Members are required to purchase a
performance outfit. Attendance is required at all performances. The choirs travel out of state every other
year.
Orchestra
Prerequisite: Successful completion of previous semester of Orchestra or Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
This course allows string players to continue developing competencies appropriate for playing in a string
orchestra. In-class rehearsals allow students to increase their technical proficiency and develop a greater
appreciation for orchestral literature. There are four yearly performances, occasional extra performances, and
spring contest events. Members are required to purchase a performance outfit. Attendance is required at all
performances.
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*Music Appreciation and Theory
Prerequisite: Some previous music training is recommended.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is an introduction to music theory. Western music from the seventeenth century to present day is
used in listening and writing exercises. Areas of focus include:
1. Note names and values, rest names and values, note and rest dictation, music reading and counting.
2. Pitch, rhythm, chords and scales
3. Writing music (voice leading, harmonic progressions, inverted triads)
4. Seventh chords and leading tones
Supplements include worksheets, online practice exercises and CD listening examples.
*Introduction to Musical Theater
Prerequisite: Drama or Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
In the fall semester, students will examine the ins and outs of musical theater starting with the audition
process and ending with a polished production. Students will participate in the current school musical and
will be required to attend after school rehearsals in addition to class time. This will be part of their grade. In
the spring semester, students will analyze live performances and create smaller productions that may be used
for assemblies at the elementary level.
This course may be repeated for credit.

End of PERFORMING ARTS Department
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Required Courses
COURSE TITLE
Foundations of Physical
Education or Strength &
Conditioning I
Health Science A

GRADE LEVEL
9 10 11 12

PREREQUISITE

CREDIT
0.5

X

None

0.5

X

None

FEE

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Elective Courses
COURSE TITLE

CREDIT
0.5
0.5

GRADE LEVEL
9 10 11 12

PREREQUISITE

FEE

None
Strength & Conditioning I or
*Strength & Conditioning II
Teacher Approval
0.5
X
X
X Strength & Conditioning I or
*Strength & Conditioning III
II or Teacher Approval
0.5
X
X Strength & Conditioning III
*Strength & Conditioning IV
and Teacher Approval
0.5
X
X
X Foundations of Physical
*Lifetime Fitness
Education
*Individual / Team Sports
0.5
X
X
X Foundations of PE
● Courses marked with an “*” are dependent upon pre-enrollment numbers and staff
availability.
● STUDENTS MAY ONLY ENROLL IN ONE P.E. CLASS PER SEMESTER.
● Varsity Athletes are required to take Strength & Conditioning during the season of
participation or attend morning sessions. Non-Varsity Athletes are NOT required to be
enrolled in the class but, can participate in before or after school programs.
*Strength & Conditioning I

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

Foundations of Physical Education
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9
This physical education course provides students with functional knowledge of a variety of activities
including individual, team and lifetime sports. Students learn proper rules, skills and strategies necessary
within each activity. The four basic components of physical fitness are an integral part of the program. This
course also emphasizes the importance of cooperation, sportsmanship and safety. A Physical Education
course is required for graduation.
Health Science A
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5 each
Grade: 9

41

2019-2020 Basehor-Linwood High School Course Description Guide

This course is designed to meet the general informational and educational needs of students in the areas of
health and wellness and health careers. Content includes physical health and wellness, mental and emotional
health, interpersonal relationships and community health. Students will be orientated to the healthcare
industry and helps them refine their healthcare knowledge and skills. Topics covered include (but are not
limited to) an overview of healthcare delivery; patient care, including assessment of vital signs, body
mechanics, and diet, basic anatomy and physiology, identification of medical equipment and supplies; basic
medical terminology, hygiene and disease prevention, first aid and CPR procedures, laboratory procedures
and ethical and legal responsibilities. Health Science is required for graduation.
*Lifetime Fitness
Prerequisite: Foundation of Physical Education
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
This course is designed for the student who is interested in attaining and/or maintaining an individually
established level of fitness. Students learn how to plan their own fitness programs and develop lifetime
habits. Multiple activities are used to provide total body conditioning through exercise. Activities may
include Pilates, Zumba, Piloxing, Boot Camp, and involving cardio machines. This course may be repeated
for credit.
Individual / Team Sports
Prerequisite: Foundations of PE & Strength & Conditioning
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
This course is designed for the student who is interested in recreational physical activity. Course content
stresses high proficiency in sports skills, teamwork and greater knowledge of the strategy and rules of team
sports. Individual sports concepts, techniques, skills, strategies, etiquette and sportsmanship will be included.
Covering both, individual and group sports, the curriculum may include tennis, martial arts, archery, rugby
and golf. This course may be repeated for credit.
*Strength & Conditioning I
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
This beginning class is designed to introduce the basic principles and concepts of weight training. Topics
addressed include balance, flexibility, movement, safety, and strategies for all types of students in light of
their varying needs. Students spend a large segment of class time learning technique of the three core lifts as
well as weight training safety. This class is beneficial in preparing students for higher-level weight training
classes. This course may be repeated for credit.
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*Strength & Conditioning II
Prerequisite: Strength & Conditioning I or Teacher Approval
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
This course is designed for students who have completed Strength & Conditioning I, and wish to further their
knowledge of exercise. This class focuses on training and exercise methods for the common individual,
incorporating a broad array of training methods and ideas.
Strength & Conditioning II includes conditioning, flexibility, and weight training. It also incorporates
classroom time to learn about nutrition, and benefits of fitness and weight training for each individual. This
course may be repeated for credit.
*Strength & Conditioning III
Prerequisite: Strength & Conditioning I & II or Teacher Approval
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
To enroll in Strength & Conditioning III, one must have the prerequisite of Strength & Conditioning I or II
and/or previous training with the instructor. In Strength & Conditioning III students train at a high level,
focusing on overall strength as well as many functional movements. Speed, agility, quickness, elasticity, and
flexibility training are included in the program. This class is designed as a highly demanding, sport-specific
course for the serious athlete. This course may be repeated for credit.
*Strength & Conditioning IV
Prerequisite: Strength & Conditioning III and Teacher Approval
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
This course is a continuation of what we are building in our school’s Strength and Conditioning courses. As
students go through the program, each level is designed to stimulate and increase how the student’s body and
mind develops. This course will include increasing max voluntary strength, introduce the dynamic effort
method and increase the number of movement patterns by teaching the full set of Olympic Style Lifts.
Students will also develop their own nutrition plan and develop a program for their use upon graduation. This
course may be repeated for credit. Previous enrollment or current enrollment in Anatomy and Physiology
is encouraged for this course.

End of PHYSICAL EDUCATION Department
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SCIENCE
COURSE TITLE
Physical Science
General Science
Biology

CREDIT

GRADE LEVEL
9 10 11 12

1
1
1

X
X

X

X

X

X

1

X

X

X

1

X

X

X

1

X

X

X

1

X

X

1

X

X

Honors Biology

Chemistry

Honors Chemistry

Physics

*College Biology
*College Anatomy
*Outdoor Biology
*Human Anatomy &
Physiology
*Environmental
Science
*Horticulture A & B
*Climatology

1
0.5
1
0.5

X

X
X
X

X
X
X

X

X

PREREQUISITE
None
Teacher Recommendation
10, 11: Completion of Physical
Science
9th: Concurrent Geometry & Teacher
Recommendation; 10, 11:
Completion of or concurrent
enrollment in Geometry &
completion of Physical Science
Successful completion of Geometry
(or concurrent with “B” or higher in
Algebra I or Science Department
Approval); Completion of Biology
Algebra II (or concurrent); “B” or
higher in Bio/H Bio; Teacher
Recommendation
Concurrently enrolled in an
advanced math course; Completion
of Algebra II with grade of B or
higher; Teacher Recommendation
“C” or higher in Biology, Chemistry,
Algebra II or Teacher Approval
“C” or higher in Biology
“C” or higher in Biology
“C” or higher in Biology

Successful completion of Biology or
Physical Science
0.5
X
X
X Successful completion of Biology
0.5
X
X
X None
X
X
X Physical Science, Biology, Honors
*Earth Science
0.5
Biology, or General Science
X
X
X Physical Science or Biology
*Astronomy
0.5
X
X Successful completion of Chemistry
*Aerospace Science
or completion/concurrent enrollment
0.5
in Physics
● Courses marked with an “*” are dependent upon pre-enrollment numbers and staff
availability.
● Some semester classes will be offered on a yearly rotation.
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Science Department Suggested Course Offerings by Grade Level
9
Physical Science
Honors Biology

10
Biology
Honors Biology
Physical Science
Chemistry
Honors Chemistry
Elective (listed below)

11
Chemistry
Honors Chemistry
Physics
Elective (listed below)

12
Chemistry
Honors Chemistry
Physics
Elective (listed below)

Electives:
College Biology
College Anatomy & Physiology
Anatomy & Physiology
Outdoor Biology
Environmental Science
Horticulture A/B
Climatology
Earth Science
Astronomy
Aerospace Science

Board of Regents Diploma Requirements
State Scholar Curriculum
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
+ 1.0 science course elective recommended

Qualified Admissions
Biology
Chemistry or Physics
+1.0 science course elective

Life Science/Health Science Concentration recommended courses
Honors Biology > Chemistry > Physics > Anatomy & Physiology
If considering Health Sciences, additional courses should be taken from the Health Science Career Pathway
options ( see page 72).
Physical Science/Engineering Concentration recommended pathway
Physical Science>Biology > Chemistry > Physics
Pre-Engineering students should take additional courses from the Engineering & Applied Mathematics
career pathway (see page 88).
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Physical Science
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11
This course is a study of fundamental physics, chemistry and earth and space principles. Students will be
observing, measuring, interpreting data, using the metric system, using math in science, problem solving and
forming conclusions. Major topics include force and acceleration, power, sound, atoms, chemical changes,
chemical reactions, plate tectonics, the geologic time scale, lifecycle of stars, phases of the moon and seasonal
changes. Good algebra skills will be needed for the math components. Grades are based on tests, homework,
and lab work.
Biology
Prerequisite: Completion of Physical Science
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11
Biology is the study of livings things and how they interact with their environment. Topics include structure
and function of living organisms; matter, energy, and relationships in and among organisms and ecosystems;
inheritance and variation of traits; and natural selection and evolution. Laboratory experience includes
microscopic work, dissection, and basic laboratory skills. Biology is a prerequisite course to Medical
Terminology and Human Anatomy/Physiology.
Honors Biology
Prerequisite: 9th grade: Teacher Approval & concurrent enrollment in Geometry
10th & 11th: Completion of Physical Science & completion of or concurrent enrollment in Geometry
Credits: 1
Grade Level: 9, 10
Honors Biology covers the same subject matter as Biology but in more detail. Emphasis is given to
developing critical thinking skills. This course is for those students who possess either a high interest or
ability in science and plan to enroll in advanced science courses. This course satisfies the graduation
requirement for one unit of biological science. Honors Biology is a prerequisite course to Medical
Terminology and Human Anatomy/Physiology. This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade
point. Summer work is required.
*College Biology
Prerequisite: Grade of C or higher in Biology, Chemistry & Algebra II or Teacher Approval
Credits: 1
Grade Level: 11, 12
This course covers advanced concepts of biology at the biochemical, cellular, organismal, and population
levels of organization and their applications to humans and modern society. Students will practice using
laboratory and mathematical skills to clarify and interpret what is occurring in experiments that they conduct.
Note: This course would be offered for five credit hours of dual credit through Kansas City Community
College. In order for a student to be allowed to enroll for dual credit through KCKCC, he/she must meet
required cutoff scores on the ACT or Accuplacer.
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Chemistry
Prerequisite: Completion of Honors Biology or Physical Science; completion or concurrent
enrollment in Geometry with a grade of B or higher in Algebra I, or Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Chemistry is a college preparatory class that studies the properties and interactions of matter. Covered topics
include atomic structure, the periodic table, chemical reactions and chemical calculations. Laboratory work is
an integral part of this class. A strong knowledge of mathematics is necessary. A scientific calculator is
required for this class.
Honors Chemistry
Prerequisite: Completion of Honors Biology or Physical Science; Completion or concurrent
enrollment in Algebra II; grade of B or higher in Biology/Honors Biology, or Teacher Approval
Credits: 1
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Honors Chemistry covers the same subject matter as Chemistry but in more detail. Student laboratory
experiments serve as a basis for deriving chemical principles. This course is for those students who possess
either a high interest or ability in science and plan to enroll in advanced science courses. This course satisfies
the graduation requirement for one unit of biological science. This course receives both weighted and
unweighted grade point.
Physics
Prerequisite: Completion or concurrent enrollment in a Advanced Math Course; or “B” or higher in
Algebra II; or Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
This course deals with relationships between matter and energy and includes the following topics: scientific
measurements and notation, forces, motion, gravitation, work, power, heat, waves, light, electricity, and lab
work. Grading will include homework, quizzes, tests and lab work. A scientific calculator is required for this
class.
*Aerospace Science
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry or completion/concurrent enrollment in Physics
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
This course focuses on the principles and history of flight and space exploration. Emphasis will be placed on
some of the basic concepts of physics such as Newton’s laws of motion, velocity and parallax calculations.
This course will also address current limitations to human exploration of deep space and examine solutions.
Hands-on learning experiences and internet-based research will be involved. A semester-long project in the
area of aeronautics or space exploration will be required.
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*Astronomy
Prerequisite: Physical Science or Biology
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
This course covers the structure of the universe including galaxies, nebulae, stars, planets, comets, asteroids,
and meteors. Students study formation of the universe, stellar evolution, and theoretical phenomena such as
black holes and wormholes. Students also learn Astronomy laboratory techniques including how to use a
telescope, creating a star chart, the phases of the moon, and parallax.
*Climatology
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Students will investigate how atmospheric conditions in the troposphere, stratosphere and mesosphere in
addition to geography and oceanography can impact both short and long-term weather patterns. Major topics
of study include layers of the atmosphere, types of clouds, the water cycle, weather systems such as
monsoons, tsunamis, tornados, hurricanes and blizzards, ocean currents, high/low pressure systems and
seasons, as well as look at how our climate has changed and the effects of weather on living things. Grades
will be based on homework, projects, labs, quizzes and tests.
*Earth Science
Prerequisite: Physical Science, Biology, Honors Biology, or General Science
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
This course explores the foundations of Earth Science in the following related topics/fields: Earth’s place in
the universe, dynamic Earth processes, Energy in the Earth system, biochemical cycles, structure and
composition of the atmosphere, and geology. This course would focus on research, organization, and drafting
strategies. The course covers scientific terminology, historical and cultural advances in science, vocabulary
building, and several simulated labs, hands-on labs, and science projects using the scientific method.
*Environmental Science
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology or Physical Science
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Environmental Science is an elective course that focuses on the environment and our relationship with it.
Topics center on three areas of environmental concern: Resource Depletion, Loss of Biodiversity, and
Pollution. Discussions also include research into current events and policies that impact the environment.
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*Horticulture A & B
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Horticulture is a survey course emphasizing hands-on work with plants. This course includes basic plant
science, plant identification, propagation, nutrition, disease and pest management, soil and media mixtures.
Through a variety of activities students will experience daily operations in a working greenhouse. Activities
may include growing and selling plants to the community in the spring. Horticulture A will be offered in the
fall and Horticulture B in the spring. One or both courses maybe taken for credit and do not have to be taken
in ascending order.
Human Anatomy and Physiology
Prerequisite: “C” or higher in Biology
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
The Human Anatomy/ Physiology course presents the human body and biological systems in more detail. In
order to understand the structure of the human body and its functions, students learn anatomical terminology,
study cells and tissues, explore functional systems (skeletal, muscular, circulatory, respiratory, digestive,
reproductive, nervous, etc.) and may dissect mammals.
*College Human Anatomy
Prerequisite: “C” or higher in Biology
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
This introductory course examines the structure and function of the organ systems of the body. Particular
attention is paid to the role of the organ systems in maintaining homeostasis. Students examine structures by
means of small dissections, models, skeletons, charts, and audiovisual materials. Physiological data is
measured and collected. This course is not intended to satisfy requirements for anatomy and physiology for
some allied health programs, especially pre-nursing and pre-physical therapy assistant.
Note: This course is offered for four credit hours of dual credit through Kansas City Community College. In
order for a student to be allowed to enroll for dual credit through KCKCC, he/she must meet required cutoff
scores on the ACT or Accuplacer.
*Outdoor Biology
Prerequisite: “C” or higher in Biology
Credit: .5
Grade: 11, 12
In this project-based course, students will experience the outdoors and explore nature by studying various
components of outdoor biology. Among the many aspects of the course are entomology, botany, outdoor
education, and ornithology. Students will learn the classes and names of insects and their importance to
everyday life. Students will create a collection of area insects. The study of birds and their migrations,
lifecycles and habitats are actively experienced through identifying local birds with a field trip to a local
wildlife refuge. Additionally, students will study plants and apply what they learn through hands-on
application in the greenhouse. The environment and balance of nature including weather will be explored,
and students will be introduced to outdoor activities such as bird watching.

End of SCIENCE Department
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SOCIAL STUDIES
Required Courses
COURSE TITLE

GRADE LEVEL
9 10 11 12

CREDIT

PREREQUISITE

World History
OR

1

X

None

Honors World History

1

X

Honors English or Explorations of
Social Studies Required, and
Teacher Approval

U.S. History

1

X

None

X

X

Honors English or Explorations of
Social Studies required, “B” or
better in World History & Teacher
Approval

X

None

X

None

FEE

OR
College U.S. History

1

American Government

0.5

Economics

0.5

X

SOCIAL STUDIES
Elective Courses
COURSE TITLE
*Exploring Social Studies
*World Geography
Civic Leadership
*Introduction to
Psychology
*Sociology
*Advanced Psychology
●
●

CREDIT
0.5
0.5
0.5

9
X
X
X

GRADE LEVEL
10
X
X
X

11
X
X

X
X

None
None
None

0.5

X

X

X

None

0.5

X

X

X

None

X

X

0.5

12

PREREQUISITE

Introduction to Psychology

Exploring Social Studies and World Geography are recommended for freshmen.
Courses marked with an “*” are dependent upon pre-enrollment numbers and staff
availability.
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World History
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 1
Grade: 10
This course is a survey course of world history from the Renaissance to the present. Students will be exposed
to the cultural heritages and the political, social, and economic development of the world. Research and
writing skills will be developed primarily through the use of primary source materials, essays and other
projects. World History is a requirement for graduation.
Honors World History
Prerequisite: Honors English or Explorations of Social Studies required and Teacher Approval
Credits: 1
Grade Level: 10
Honors World History covers the same subject matter as World History but in more detail and at a faster pace.
Students will survey world history from the Renaissance to the present. Students will be exposed to cultural
heritages and political, social, and economic development of the world. Research and writing skills will be
developed through the use of primary source materials, essays and projects. This can take the place of
World History as a graduation requirement. This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade
point.
U.S. History
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 1
Grade: 11
U.S. History is a survey of the rise of the American nation. Major trends and patterns in political, economic,
social and cultural history are explored. This course focuses on events from the Civil War to the present.
*College U.S. History
Prerequisite: Honors English or World History with grade of B or better & Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12
College U.S. History is a college level class designed for the student who has taken U.S. History and wishes
to explore the subject in more depth. Semester I will cover colonization through the beginning of World War
I. Semester II will cover World War I to the present.
Students may enroll in up to six hours of college credit through Kansas City Kansas Community College, and
must earn necessary scores on the Accuplacer or ACT to qualify for college credit.
This course receives both weighted and unweighted grade points.
American Government
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 12
American Government covers concepts of government, branches of government, and civil rights. Every
student must complete a research project. American Government is a requirement for graduation.
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Economics
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
This course will give the students a greater understanding of economics ranging from the viewpoint of the
individual consumer or small business owner to the global economy. The course will study the law of supply
and demand, forms of business, labor unions, government finances and influence on the economy, money and
prices, inflation and deflation cycles. This course relates history and politics to the study of economics.
*Exploring Social Studies
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10
This course will focus on citizenship, personal rights and responsibilities, study skills, practice with analysis
and evaluation of primary and secondary source research, practice with citations, writing and analyzing within
the social studies discipline, including DBQ’s and 5-paragraph essays. Key concepts include topics in
economics, geography, government, history, current events, world culture, civics, sociology, and psychology.
The course will emphasize social studies vocabulary using the department vocabulary packet.
*World Geography
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Through the study of animals, agriculture, and way of life in various countries, students learn the effect of
geographic location on the development of culture. Reading maps and interpreting charts are essential skills
that will be taught in World Geography.
*Introduction to Psychology
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
This course explores human behavior and factors that shape it. Specific topics include human growth and
development, history of psychology, personality, emotions, ranges of intelligence, abnormal psychology, and
treatment of mental illness. A research paper may be required as a course assignment.
*Advanced Psychology
Prerequisite: Introduction to Psychology
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11, 12
Offered for dual credit through KCKCC, PSYC-0101 (Psychology) is a 3-credit hour course. This course is
an introduction to the basic concepts, theories, and research findings in the evolving field of psychology. By
learning to think psychologically, students gain insight into themselves and the dynamics of human thinking,
behavior and emotions. In order to qualify, students must meet ACT or Accuplacer placement qualifications.
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*Sociology
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Students study behavior and structure of different societies as well as social relationships. Cultures of other
countries are examined with emphasis on social problems and subcultures.
*Civic Leadership
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
This course is designed to develop personal leadership skills and an understanding of group processes in a
democratic society. It seeks to foster in students a better understanding of themselves and their capacity for
leadership; to create an understanding of the importance of leadership in a democratic society; and to prepare
students to assume leadership roles in the school and community.

End of SOCIAL STUDIES Department
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Career & Technical Education
In Kansas and at BLHS
Kansas’ secondary Career & Technical Education (CTE) Division has adopted the National Career
Clusters model of 16 career clusters and has developed 31 pathways within these clusters. Technological
advances and global competition have transformed the nature of work. Tomorrow’s jobs will require more
knowledge, better skills, and highly flexible workers who continually update their knowledge and skills. The
goal is to provide students with relevant contexts for learning through pathways to college and career
readiness. Career Clusters link what students learn in high school to the knowledge and skills they need for
success in college or further education and careers.
Career cluster pathways are designed to provide a smooth transition from high school to
postsecondary education (technical colleges, community colleges and universities), apprenticeship
opportunities, the military, and/or the workplace. Stakeholders from education, business and industry
developed the courses that enable this transition. Kansas has developed 31 pathways that address the need for
high skill, high wage, and high demand careers in the 21st Century. All schools will not be able to adopt all
31 pathways due to limited resources and personnel. However, BLHS has adopted 11 of these pathways
The Kansas model is illustrated below:

54

2019-2020 Basehor-Linwood High School Course Description Guide
Hospitality & Tourism

Each Career Cluster represents a distinct grouping
of occupations and industries based on the
knowledge and skills they require. The 16 Career
Clusters Are:

Preparing individuals for employment in career
pathways that relate to families and human needs such as
restaurant and food/beverage services, lodging, travel and
tourism, recreation, amusement and attractions.
Human Services

Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources

Preparing individuals for employment in career
pathways that relate to families and human needs such as
counseling and mental health services, family and
community services, personal care, and consumer
services.

The production, processing, marketing, distribution,
financing, and development of agricultural commodities
and resources including food, fiber, wood products,
natural resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal
products/resources.

Information Technology

Architecture & Construction

Building linkages in IT occupations for entry level,
technical, and professional careers related to the design,
development, support and management of hardware,
software, multimedia and systems integration services.

Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and
maintaining the built environment.
Arts, A/V Technology & Communications

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security

Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing,
and publishing multimedia content including visual and
performing arts and design, journalism, and entertainment
services.

Planning, managing, and providing legal, public safety,
protective services and homeland security, including
professional and technical support services.

Business Management & Administration

Manufacturing
Planning, managing and performing the processing of
materials into intermediate or final products and related
professional and technical support activities such as
production planning and control, maintenance and
manufacturing/process engineering.

Careers in planning, organizing, directing and
evaluating business functions essential to efficient and
productive business operations.
Education & Training
Planning, managing and providing education and
training services, and related learning support services
such as administration, teaching/training, administrative
support, and professional support services.

Marketing
Planning, managing, and performing marketing
activities to reach organizational objectives such as brand
management, professional sales, merchandising,
marketing communications and market research.

Finance
Planning and related services for financial and
investment planning, banking, insurance, and business
financial management.

Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics

 Planning, managing, and providing scientific research

and professional and technical services (e.g., physical
science, social science, engineering) including laboratory
and testing services, and research and development
services.

Government & Public Administration
Planning and executing government functions at the
local, state and federal levels, including governance,
national security, foreign service, planning, revenue and
taxation, and regulations.

Transportation, Distribution & Logistics
The planning, management, and movement of people,
materials, and goods by road, pipeline, air, rail and water
and related professional and technical support services
such as transportation infrastructure planning and
management, logistics services, mobile equipment and
facility maintenance.

Health Science
Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic
services, diagnostic services, health informatics, support
services, and biotechnology research and development.
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college, technical college, college or university that
the student may take and should take advantage of
pursuing.
An articulation agreement simply states that
if the student completes the pathway at BLHS, they
may essentially “skip” a college-level course and
receive credit for that course without paying tuition
or fees. So, taking advantage of an articulation
agreement saves both time and money.
Articulation agreements differ from school
to school and from pathway to pathway. Please see
your counselor for more information about
articulation agreements.

ENROLLING IN A CAREER
PATHWAY
Pathways are set up as a sequence of
courses that should be taken in a certain order.
Prerequisites are courses that absolutely must be
taken before enrolling in more advanced courses.
For each pathway, a chart shows the courses in that
pathway, the order in which they should be taken,
the recommended grade level that the course can be
taken, and the number of credits that will be
awarded when the course is successfully completed.
Another important facet of each pathway is
that there is an “articulation agreement” with at least
one Kansas community

Courses in the Sequence Are Color Coded As
Follows:
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Cluster: Architecture & Construction
BLHS Pathway: Construction & Design
Course:
Introduction to Industrial
Technology
Drafting/CAD
Cabinetmaking & Furniture
Design I
Residential Carpentry I
Research & Design for
Pre-Construction
Residential Carpentry II
Cabinetmaking & Furniture
Design II

Prerequisite(s):

Credits:

Suggested
Grade Level:

Fee:

None

.5

9, 10

$25

None
Intro to Industrial Technology

1
1

10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12

$25
$25

Intro to Industrial Technology
Drafting/CAD

1
1

10, 11, 12
11, 12

$25
$25

Residential Carpentry I
Cabinetmaking & Furniture
Design I

1
1

11, 12
10, 11, 12

$25
$25

Course Descriptions For Construction & Design
Introduction to Industrial Technology
Credits: .5
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9, 10

38001

A semester hands-on class where the student will use and become familiar with all woodworking tools and
machines available in the construction technology lab while constructing a teacher-assigned project(s). There
is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid at the time of registration.
Cabinetmaking I
Credits: 1
Prerequisites: Introduction to Industrial Technology
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

17007

A comprehensive course designed to provide students with experience in basic cabinetry,
counters, furniture and interior wood. There is a $25 student fee for this course that must be
paid at the time of registration.
Drafting/CAD
Credits: 1
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

21107

A comprehensive course designed to instruct students in the use of Computer Aided Design software. There
is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid at the time of registration.
Residential Carpentry I
Prerequisites: Introduction to Industrial Technology
Credits: 1
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Grades: 10, 11, 12

17002

A comprehensive course designed to instruct students in the basic knowledge and skills required for
construction of residential structures. T
 here is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid at the
time of registration.
Research & Design For Pre-Construction
Prerequisites: Drafting/CAD, and concurrent enrollment in Architectural Design
Credits: 1
Grades: 11, 12

21109

An advanced research and application course covering specific topics in building construction to include
management and “green building” skills. There is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid at
the time of registration.
Residential Carpentry II
Prerequisites: Introduction to Construction, Residential Carpentry I
Credits: 1
Grades: 11, 12

38002

An advanced comprehensive course designed to instruct students in skills pertaining to rough construction
and finish work. There is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid at the time of registration.
Cabinetmaking & Furniture Design Ii
Prerequisites: Intro to Industrial Tech
Credits: 1
Grades: 10, 11, 12

38007

A comprehensive course designed to provide students with experience in basic cabinetry,
counters, furniture and interior wood. There is a $25 student fee for this course that must be
paid at the time of registration.
Cabinetmaking & Furniture Design II
Prerequisites: Cabinetmaking and Furniture Design I
Credits: 1
Grades: 10, 11, 12

38007

An advanced level application course designed to provide students with experience in constructing cases,
cabinets, counters, furniture and interior wood. There is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid
at the time of registration.
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Cluster: Arts, A/V Technology & Communications
BLHS Pathway: AV Communications
Course:

Prerequisite(s):

Business Essentials
21st Century Journalism
Audio/Video Production
Fundamentals
Photo Imaging
Graphic Design
Fundamentals
Graphic Design A

Graphic Design B
Marketing
Video Production
Digital Media Design &
Production
Project Management &
Resource Scheduling

Credits:

Suggested Grade
Level:

None
“C” average in English
None

.5
.5
.5

9, 10, 11
9, 10, 11
9, 10, 11

None
None

.5
.5

9, 10, 11, 12
9, 10, 11, 12

Graphic Design
Fundamentals with “B” or
better
Graphic Design A with a
“B” or better
None
Audio/Video Production
Fundamentals
21st Century Journalism or
Photo Imaging AND
Graphic Design
21st Century Journalism,
AND must be a newspaper
or yearbook editor

.5

10, 11, 12

.5

10, 11, 12

1
1

10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12

1

10, 11, 12

1

11, 12

Fees:

$15

Course Descriptions For
AV Communications Career Pathway
Business Essentials
Prerequisite: None
Credit: .5
Grade: 9, 10, 11

12050

This is a core course designed to give students an overview of the business, marketing, and finance career
pathways. It also applies to the AV Communications pathway in that communicating about products and
services through advertising media make up an important part of our audio/visual world. Students will
examine current events to determine their impact on business and industry and legal and ethical behavior,
acquire knowledge of safe and secure environmental controls to enhance productivity, determine how
resources should be managed to achieve company goals, and identify employability and personal skills
needed to obtain a career and be successful in the workplace.

59

2019-2020 Basehor-Linwood High School Course Description Guide

21st Century Journalism
Prerequisite: “C” Average in English
Credit: .5
Grade: 9, 10, 11

30100

21st Century Journalism promotes the development of the communications skill set needed today and in the
future. Topics include an exploration of the role of media and the communications industry in society, the
development of the technical skills related to journalistic writing and interviewing, as well as understanding
the ethical and legal issues related to the field. This is a prerequisite course to be considered for the
yearbook or newspaper staff.
Audio/Video Production Fundamentals
Prerequisite: None
Credit: .5
Grades: 9, 10, 11

10103

Audio/Video Production Fundamentals provides a basic understanding of producing video for a variety of
uses. Topics include analyzing the pre-production, production and post-production process, as well as explore
the equipment and techniques used to develop a quality video production.
Photo Imaging
Prerequisite: None
Credit: .5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

30105

Photo Imaging teaches the technical skills needed to produce quality images for use in a variety of
applications. Topics include use of equipment, software, and techniques to take, edit and manipulate digital
images. There is a $15 student fee for this course that must be paid at the time of registration.
Graphic Design Fundamentals
Prerequisite: None
Credit: .5
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12

30102

Graphic Design Fundamentals provides a basic understanding of the graphic design process. Topics include
analyzing the design elements and principles, exploring industry tools, software and equipment and learning
composition techniques to develop a quality product.
Graphic Design A
Prerequisite: Graphic Design Fundamentals
Credit: .5
Grade: 10, 11, 12

05162

Graphic Design provides a basic understanding of the graphic design process, learning how to use images and
text to communicate a message. Students will study basic principles of good design, use of color, and use of
text. Students will also receive training in the Adobe Creative Suite, which includes Photoshop, Illustrator,
and InDesign.
Graphic Design B
Prerequisite: Graphic Design A
Credit: .5
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Grade: 10, 11, 12

05162

This course builds on the foundational knowledge learned in Graphic Design A. Students will apply these
skills to a variety of design projects, including creating promotional materials for events in and outside the
district. Students will also spend time mastering Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, and InDesign. Students will
leave this course with a portfolio of work with which they can use if pursuing a college degree in a related
field.
Marketing
Prerequisite: None
Credit: .5
Grades: 10, 11, 12

12164

Marketing is a comprehensive course that focuses on the wide range of factors that influence the flow of
goods and services from the producer to the consumer. Topics may include (but are not limited to) market
research, the purchasing process, distribution systems, warehouse and inventory control, salesmanship, sales
promotions, shoplifting and theft control, business management, and entrepreneurship. Human relations,
computers, economics are often covered as well.
Video Production
Prerequisite: Audio/Video Production Fundamentals
Credits: 1
Grades: 10, 11, 12

30150

Video production applies the technical skills learned in Audio/Video Production Fundamentals by allowing
students to orchestrate projects for setting the objectives to the post-production evaluation. The subject of the
presentation may be determined in a number of ways, but must address an authentic need. The complexity of
the presentation is not the focus of the course, but the experience of the entire process is to include planning
the presentation, setting up the studio (if applicable), acting as a videographer and editor to make it fluid and
seamless.
Digital Media Design & Production
Prerequisite: 21st Century Journalism
Credits: 1
Grades: 10, 11, 12

30151

Digital Media Design & Production is a course designed for students who wish to apply the technical skills
learned in the AV Communications pathway to the production of the BLHS school newspaper and/or
yearbook. Topics include developing a production schedule, working as a team, utilizing composition
principles, and embedding audio, video or other content into digital formats.
Project Management & Resource Scheduling
Credits: 1
Prerequisites: 21st Century Journalism, AND you must be a newspaper or yearbook editor.
Grades: 11, 12

21205

Project Management and Resource Scheduling teach the necessary knowledge and skills required to complete
a long-term project within a large group. Topics include but are not limited to determining personnel needs,
making assignments, identifying essential tasks, assigning resources and evaluating progress.
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Cluster: Arts, A/V Technology & Communications
BLHS Pathway: Visual Arts
Course:

Prerequisite(s):

Credits:

Suggested
Grade Level:

Career & Life Planning

None

.5

Photo Imaging
Graphic Design
Fundamentals
Graphic Design A

None
None

.5
.5

Currently offered
at BLMS
9, 10, 11, 12
9, 10, 11, 12

Graphic Design
Fundamentals with a “C” or
better
Graphic Design A with a “C”
or better
21st Century Journalism,
AND you must be a
newspaper or yearbook
editor
At Least 2 Credits from
Sequence 1-6

.5

10, 11, 12

.5

10, 11, 12

1

11, 12

1

11, 12

Graphic Design B
Project Management &
Resource Scheduling

Career & Community
Connections

Fees::

$15

Course Descriptions For
Visual Arts Career Pathway
Career & Life Planning
Credits: .5
Prerequisites: None
Grades: BLMS course

22207

Developing a plan for life beyond high school; caring for self and others; and planning to assure
career success and coordinating personal and career responsibilities are the focus of this course.
Personal life choices made now and throughout life determine quality of life. This is an introductory
course to the FACS program. It is recommended for all students.
Photo Imaging
Credit: .5
Prerequisite: None
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

30105

Photo Imaging teaches the technical skills needed to produce quality images for use in a variety of
applications. Topics include use of equipment, software, and techniques to take, edit and manipulate
digital images. There is a course fee of $15 that is due at registration.
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Graphic Design Fundamentals
Prerequisite: None
Credit: .5
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12

30102

Graphic Design Fundamentals provides a basic understanding of the graphic design process. Topics
include analyzing the design elements and principles, exploring industry tools, software and
equipment and learning composition techniques to develop a quality product.
Graphic Design A
Prerequisite: Graphic Design Fundamentals with “B” or better
Credit: .5
Grade: 10, 11, 12

05162

Graphic Design provides a basic understanding of the graphic design process, learning how to use
images and text to communicate a message. Students will study basic principles of good design, use
of color, and use of text. Students will also receive training in the Adobe Creative Suite, which
includes Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign.
Graphic Design B
Prerequisite: Graphic Design A with “B” or better
Credit: .5
Grade: 10, 11, 12

05162

This course builds on the foundational knowledge learned in Graphic Design A. Students will apply
these skills to a variety of design projects, including creating promotional materials for events in and
outside the district. Students will also spend time mastering Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, and
InDesign. Students will leave this course with a portfolio of work with which they can use if
pursuing a college degree in a related field.
Project Management & Resource Scheduling
Credits: 1
Prerequisites: 21st Century Journalism, AND you must be a newspaper or yearbook editor.
Grades: 11, 12
21205
Project Management and Resource Scheduling teach the necessary knowledge and skills required to
complete a long-term project within a large group. Topics include but are not limited to determining
personnel needs, making assignments, identifying essential tasks, assigning resources and evaluating
progress. This course may be repeated for credit.
Career & Community Connections
Prerequisite: At least 2 credits from Sequence 1-6
Credit: 1
Grade: 12

45250

In this course students apply skills by actually “working” in a human services or career area. This
experience may include a work-based internship (paid), community-based (unpaid) or school based
OR a combination. Students will document their experience by creating a portfolio using a variety
of media.
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Cluster: Business Management & Administration
BLHS Pathway: Business Entrepreneurship & Management
Course:
Business Essentials
Business Communications
Entrepreneurship
Business Management
Marketing
Applied Business
Development - (The Den)

Prerequisite(s):

Credits:

Suggested
Grade Level:

None
None
Business Essentials
Business Essentials
None
Business Essentials; Any
2 technical level courses

0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
1

9, 10, 11
10, 11, 12
9, 10, 11, 12
10,11,12
10, 11, 12
11,12

Fees:

Course Descriptions For
Business Entrepreneurship & Management Career Pathway
Business Essentials
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grades: 9, 10, 11

12050

This is a core course designed to give students an overview of the business, marketing and finance career
cluster occupations. Students will develop an understanding of how academic skills in mathematics,
economics, and written and oral communications are integral components of success in these occupations.
Students will examine current events to determine their impact on business and industry and legal and ethical
behavior, acquire knowledge of safe and secure environmental controls to enhance productivity, determine
how resources should be managed to achieve company goals, and identify employability and personal skills
needed to obtain a career and be successful in the workplace.
Entrepreneurship
Prerequisite: Business Essentials
Credit: 0.5
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12

12053

Students develop individual business plans for a business and simulate the steps necessary to start a small
business. As a class project, students work together to plan and market a product.
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Marketing
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5 each
Grade: 10, 11, 12

12164

Marketing A and B is a comprehensive course that focuses on the wide range of factors that influence the
flow of goods and services from production to the consumer. Topics may include (but are not limited to)
market research, the purchasing process, distribution systems, warehouse and inventory control, salesmanship,
sales promotions, shoplifting and theft control, business management, and entrepreneurship. Human
relations, computers, and economics are often covered as well.
Business Communications
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grades: 10, 11, 12

12009

Business Communications will help students develop an understanding and appreciation for effective
communication in business situations and environments. Emphasis is placed on all phases of communication:
speaking, listening, thinking, responding, reading, writing, communicating non-verbally and utilizing
technology for communication. Business communication functions, processes and applications in the context
of business may be practiced through problem-based projects and real-world applications.
Business Management
Prerequisite: Business Essentials
Credit: 0.5
Grades: 10, 11, 12

12052

The course will allow students to: Identify, analyze and process business data and information to make
business decisions and enhance business management duties. It will also allow students to develop and
deliver formal and informal presentations using appropriate media to engage and inform audiences. The
students will be able to analyze accounting systems’ contribution to the fiscal stability of a business and
understand the methods that businesses use to recruit, train and develop human resources. The students will
also be able to plan, organize and control the day-to-day business functions to ensure sustainability.
Applied Business Development
Prerequisites: Business Essentials Any 2 Technical Level Courses we offer
Credits: 1
Grade: 11, 12

32200

In this capstone course, Applied Business Development students will practice skills of planning, organizing
and controlling functions of operating a business while assuming the responsibilities and risks involved.
Students will develop skills in enterprise development, market analysis and financial preparation. These
courses include classroom activities as well as involving further study of the field and discussion regarding
real-world experiences and applications that students encounter in owning and managing a business. Students
in this class operate “The Den”.
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Cluster: Health Science
BLHS Pathway: Health Science
Course:
Health Science A
Biology
Chemistry
Health Science II
Human Anatomy &
Physiology
Medical Terminology
Nutrition & Wellness
Care of Athletes
First Aid/CPR/EMR

* Certified Nursing
Assistant

Professional Learning
Experience In Health
Science

Prerequisite(s):

Credits:

Suggested Grade
Level:

None
None
None
Health Science A
“C” or higher in Biology,
Health Science A
Health Science A, Biology
None
Nutrition and Wellness
Nutrition and Wellness,
Care of Athletes
Completion of 1
Introductory Level Course;
Completion of 1 Technical
Level Course
Completion of 1
Introductory Level Course;
Completion of 1 Technical
Level Course

0.5
1
1
1
1

9, 10, 11, 12
9, 10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
11, 12

0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5

11, 12
10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
11, 12

0.5

12

1

11, 12

Fees:

*At the completion of this course students will have the opportunity to take the state nurse aide certification.

Course Descriptions For Health Science Career Pathway
Health Science A
Prerequisites: None
Credits: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

14000

Provides students with the basic knowledge of health/wellness professionals in private business and industry,
community organizations, and health care settings, as well as job opportunities, wage, and duties. This class
includes instruction in personal health, community health and welfare, nutrition, epidemiology, disease
prevention, fitness and exercise, and health behaviors that are associated with various health careers. Health
Science A is required for graduation.
Biology
Prerequisite: (See Science Department guidelines)
Credits: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

03051/53051

Biology is the study of livings things and how they interact with their environment. Topics include ecology,
taxonomy, genetics, cells, plants and animals. Laboratory experience includes microscopic work, dissection,
and basic laboratory skills. Biology is a prerequisite course to Human Anatomy & Physiology.
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Chemistry
Prerequisite: (See Science Department guidelines)
Credits: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12

03101

Chemistry courses involve studying the composition, properties, and reactions of substances. These courses
typically explore such concepts as the behaviors of solids, liquids, and gases; acid/base and
oxidation/reduction reactions; and atomic structure. Chemical formulas and equations and nuclear reactions
are also studied. Special attention should be given to health careers, related technical skills, and technology
associated with these professions.
Health Science II
Prerequisites: Health Science A
Credits: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12

14002

Students who plan to pursue a career in the health field should take Health Care Concepts. Provides students
with the basic knowledge of health/wellness professionals in private/public business, community
organizations, and health care settings, as well as job opportunities, wage, and duties. This class includes
instruction in personal health, community health and welfare, nutrition, epidemiology, disease prevention,
fitness and exercise, and health behaviors that are associated with various health careers. A variety of health
related skill sets may be covered, such as first aid, CPR, EMR, patient vitals, using medical equipment/tools,
and electronic record keeping.
Human Anatomy & Physiology
Prerequisites: Health Science A, “C” or higher in Biology
Credits: 1
Grades: 11, 12

03053

The Human Anatomy & Physiology course presents the human body and biological systems in more detail.
In order to understand the structure of the human body and its functions, students learn anatomical
terminology, study cells and tissues, explore functional systems (skeletal, muscular, circulatory, respiratory,
digestive, reproductive, nervous, etc.) and may dissect mammals.
Medical Terminology
Prerequisites: Health Science A, Biology
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 11, 12

14154

In this course students will learn how to identify medical terms by analyzing their components. This course
will emphasize defining medical prefixes, root words, suffixes, and abbreviations and is strongly
recommended for any student interested in a career associated with the medical profession.
Nutrition & Wellness
Prerequisite: None
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 10, 11, 12

08057

A quality lifestyle impacts physical, emotional, and social health on a daily basis. The choices made today
will affect life expectancy, quality of life, and risk factors for disease. In this course you will assess your
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personal wellness and plan strategies for making choices that will affect overall health and wellness. Any
student who anticipates a career in Health Sciences or Culinary Arts would benefit from this class.
Care of Athletes
Prerequisite: Nutrition & Wellness
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 11, 12

08057

Students will be exposed to different health professions relating to athletics. This includes, but is not limited
to, athletic trainers, physical therapists, occupational therapists, physicians, and nurses. Students will also
explore common conditions and injuries that are present in athletics along with skills needed for health
professionals.
First Aid/CPR/EMR
Prerequisites: Nutrition & Wellness, Care of Athletes
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 11, 12

08057

This course will prepare students to work in the health field. They will explore protocols, legal aspects, safety
actions, technical skills, responsibilities and assessment skills of first responders. Students will be able to
gain First Aid/CPR/EMR certification.
Certified Nursing Assistant
Prerequisites: Completion of 1 Introductory Level Course and 1 Technical Level Course
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 12

14997

Students will be able to discuss the role and expectation of the CNA in many different venues. They will
understand the legal and ethical aspects of working as a CNA. They will be able to compare and contrast
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs and how a caregiver can assist in meeting those needs. Students will understand
residential nutrition and fluids and what behaviors limit and prevent the spread of an infection and blood
borne pathogens. They will be able to accurately the vital signs make observations regarding dementia,
problem behaviors, the grieving process and additional resident care procedures.
Professional Learning Experience in Health Science
Prerequisites: Completion of 1 Introductory Level Course and 1 Technical Level Course
Credits: 1
Grades: 11, 12
36992
This course content will provide students with professional learning experience in the five career pathways.
Students, parents, teachers and employers set goals cooperatively.. The course will include classroom
activities involving research of the various careers in the health profession and one rotation within each of the
five pathways for the Health Science Education cluster. The rotational clinical/shadowing professional
learning experience for students may occur at a variety of settings (i.e., dentist office, therapeutic;
occupational therapy, diagnostic; social worker, health Informatics;
interpreter, support services; pharmacy, biotechnology).
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Cluster: Hospitality & Tourism
BLHS Pathway: Restaurant & Event Management

*
*
*
*

Course:

Prerequisite(s):

Business Essentials
Career & Life Planning
Culinary Essentials
Marketing
Entrepreneurship
Nutrition & Wellness
Culinary Arts I A
Culinary Arts 1 B
Baking & Pastry I
Baking & Pastry II
Career & Community
Connections

None
None
None
None
Business Essentials
None
Culinary Essentials
Culinary Arts 1 A
Culinary Essentials
Baking & Pastry I
At Least 2 Credits from
Sequence 1-8

Credits:
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
1

Suggested
Grade Level:
9, 10, 11
BLMS course
9, 10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
9,10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
11, 12

Fees:

$15

$15
$15
$25
$25

Course Descriptions For
Restaurant and Event Management Career Pathway
Career and Life Planning
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: BLMS course

22207

Developing a plan for life beyond high school; caring for self and others; and planning to assure career
success and coordinating personal and career responsibilities are the focus of this course. Personal life
choices made now and throughout life determine quality of life. This is an introductory course to the FACS
program. It is recommended to all students, but not required.
Business Essentials
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11

12050

This is a core course designed to give students an overview of the business, marketing and finance career
cluster occupations and is appropriate to the Restaurant and Event Management pathway. Students will
develop an understanding of how academic skills in mathematics, economics, and written and oral
communications are integral components of success in these occupations. Students will examine current
events to determine their impact on business and industry and legal and ethical behavior, acquire knowledge
of safe and secure environmental controls to enhance productivity, determine how resources should be
managed to achieve company goals, and identify employability and personal skills needed to obtain a career
and be successful in the workplace.
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Culinary Essentials
Prerequisites: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

16052

Restaurant, Food, and Beverage Services—Comprehensive courses provide students with knowledge and
skills related to commercial and institutional food service establishments. Course topics range widely, but
usually include sanitation and safety procedures, nutrition and dietary guidelines, food preparation (and
quantity food production), and meal planning and presentation. Restaurant, Food, and Beverage Service
courses may include both “back-of-the-house” and “front-of-the-house” experiences, and may therefore also
cover reservation systems, customer service, and restaurant/business management. This class follows the
ProStart Curriculum from the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation. Culinary Essentials
is a prerequisite for all other foods classes. There is a $15 fee for this course that is due at the time of
registration.
Marketing
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5 each
Grade: 10, 11, 12

12164

Marketing A and B is a comprehensive course that focuses on the wide range of factors that influence the
flow of goods and services from production to the consumer. Topics may include (but are not limited to)
market research, the purchasing process, distribution systems, warehouse and inventory control,
salesmanship, sales promotions, shoplifting and theft control, business management, and entrepreneurship.
Human relations, computers, and economics are often covered as well.
Entrepreneurship
Prerequisite: Business Essentials
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

12053

Students develop individual business plans for a business and simulate the steps necessary to start a small
business. As a class project, students work together to plan and market a product.
Nutrition & Wellness
Prerequisite: Career & Life Planning recommended but not required
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12

08057

A quality lifestyle impacts physical, emotional, and social health on a daily basis. The choices made today
will affect life expectancy, reproductive health, and risk factors for disease. In this course you will assess
your personal wellness and plan strategies for making choices that will affect overall health and wellness.
Any student who anticipates a career in Health Sciences or Culinary Arts would benefit from this class.
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Culinary Arts I A
Prerequisite: Culinary Essentials
Grade: 10, 11, 12

34056

This course integrates the knowledge, skills and practices required for careers in the restaurant industry.
Topics include the sources, symptoms and prevention measures for common food illnesses, meal
management, and correct use of food production equipment and facility management principles. Students
will also begin to develop culinary skills for a variety of food products. There is a $30 fee for this course
that is due at the time of registration.
Culinary Arts I B
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts I A
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12

34056

This course integrates the knowledge, skills and practices required for careers in the restaurant industry.
Topics include the sources, symptoms and prevention measures for common food illnesses, meal
management, and correct use of food production equipment and facility management principles. Students
will also begin to develop culinary skills for a variety of food products. There is a $30 fee for this course
that is due at the time of registration.
Baking & Pastry I
Prerequisite: Culinary Essentials
Credit: 0.5 each
Grade: 10, 11, 12

34057

This course looks at the baking and pastry industry, and the equipment and procedures required. Topics
include baking science, ingredient function and methods used for a quality product based upon industry
standards. There is a $25 fee for this class payable at registration.
Baking & Pastry II
Prerequisite: Culinary Essentials & Baking & Pastry I
Credit: 0.5 each
Grade: 10, 11, 12

34059

This course builds upon the Baking & Pastry I course by refining and expanding skills of production
management. Topics also include analyzing the scientific reactions during production and expanding the skill
development to address the finer aspects of the field. There is a $25 fee for this class payable at registration
Career & Community Connections
Prerequisite: Career & Life Planning, Culinary Essentials Culinary Arts I A & B, Nutrition
Wellness, and Marketing A; Teacher Approval.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11,12

45250

In this course students apply skills by actually “working” in a human services or career area. This experience
may include a work-based internship (paid), community-based (unpaid) or school based OR a combination.
Students will document their experience by creating a portfolio using a variety of media.
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Cluster: Human Services
BLHS Pathway: Family & Community Services
Course:
Career & Life Planning
Human Growth & Development
Family Studies
Nutrition & Wellness
Consumer & Personal Finance
Career & Community
Connections

Prerequisite(s):
None
None
None
None
None
At Least 2 Credits
from Sequence 1-5

Credits:

Suggested Grade
Level:

0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5

BLMS course
9, 10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12

1

Fees:

9,10, 11, 12
11,12

Course Descriptions For Family & Community Services Pathway
Career and Life Planning
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: BLMS course

22207

Developing a plan for life beyond high school; caring for self and others; and planning to assure career
success and coordinating personal and career responsibilities are the focus of this course. Personal life
choices made now and throughout life determine quality of life. This is an introductory course to the FACS
program. It is recommended to all students, but not required.
Human Growth & Development
Prerequisites: None
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 10, 11, 12

45004

This course will study human development from conception through late adulthood. Concepts covered include
careers working with children, parenting, prenatal/postnatal care, physical, emotional, social, and intellectual
development, theories of human development, and community resources. Course content will reinforce
student skills in communication, resource management, and problem solving. The RealCare baby project is
required for a minimum of two days and two nights. Exceptions may be made for special circumstances.
Family Studies
Prerequisite: None
Credits: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12

22208

Family Living courses emphasize building and maintaining healthy interpersonal relationships among family
members and other members of society. These courses often emphasize (but are not limited to) topics such as
social/dating practices, human sexuality and reproduction, marriage preparation, parenthood and the function
of the family unit, and the various stages of life. They may also cover topics related to individual
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self-development, career development, personal awareness, and preparation for the responsibilities of a family
member and wage earner.
Nutrition and Wellness
Prerequisite: None
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 10, 11, 12

08057

A quality lifestyle impacts physical, emotional, and social health on a daily basis. The choices made today
will affect life expectancy, reproductive health, and risk factors for disease. In this course you will assess
your personal wellness and plan strategies for making choices that will affect overall health and wellness.
Any student who anticipates a career in Health Sciences or Culinary Arts would benefit from this class.
Consumer & Personal Finance
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

22210

Consumer Economics/Personal Finance courses provide students with an understanding of the concepts and
principles involved in managing one’s personal finances. Topics may include savings and investing, credit,
insurance, taxes and social security, spending patterns and budget planning, contracts, and consumer
protection. These courses may also provide an overview of the American economy.
Career & Community Connections
Prerequisite: Career & Life Planning, Culinary Essentials, Culinary Arts I A & B, Nutrition &
Nutrition & Wellness, and Marketing A; Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12

45250

In this course students apply skills by actually “working” in a human services or career area. This experience
may include a work-based internship (paid), community-based (unpaid) or school based OR a combination.
Students will document their experience by creating a portfolio using a variety of media.
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Cluster: Information Technology
BLHS Pathway: Web & Digital Communications
Course:
Computer Applications A
and B
Graphic Design A
Graphic Design B
Web Page Design
Introduction to 3D Marketing
Computer Animation
Video Game Design

Prerequisite(s):
None
“C” or higher in Graphic
Design Fundamentals
“C” or higher in Graphic
Design A
None
None
Introduction to Computer
Graphics
Computer Animation

Credits:

Suggested
Grade Level:

0.5 each

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5

9,10, 11, 12

0.5

10, 11, 12

1
.5
.5

10, 11, 12
9, 10
10, 11, 12

1

11, 12

Fees:

Course Descriptions For
Web & Digital Communications Career Pathway
Computer Applications A and B
Prerequisites: None for Computer Applications A
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12

10004

Computer Applications is an introductory level course that teaches students personal information
management, proper use of the Internet for research, word processing, spreadsheets and charting, and data
management using a database. Students who have had three years of computers at the middle school level are
discouraged from taking this course.
Graphic Design A
Prerequisite: “C” or higher in Graphic Design Fundamentals
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

05162

Graphic Design provides a basic understanding of the graphic design process, learning how to use images and
text to communicate a message. Students will study basic principles of good design, use of color, and use of
text. Students will also receive training in the Adobe Creative Suite, which includes Photoshop, Illustrator,
and InDesign.
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Graphic Design B
Prerequisite: “C” or better in Graphic Design A
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12

05162

This course builds on the foundational knowledge learned in Graphic Design A. Students will apply these
skills to a variety of design projects, including creating promotional materials for events in and outside the
district. Students will also spend time mastering Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, and InDesign. Students will
leave this course with a portfolio of work with which they can use if pursuing a college degree in a related
field.
Web Page Design
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12

10201

Web Page Design will provide students with the opportunity to enhance their knowledge of the web page
design software, Dreamweaver, using the principles of effective page design, and computer code writing
students will produce a personal web page for use on the World Wide Web.
Introduction to 3D Marketing
Prerequisite: None
Credit: .5
Grade: 9, 10

10202

The first course of a three-course sequence, teaching students the skills of Computer Graphics to produce
items that demonstrate a working knowledge of creating 3D/2D environment as it relates to film and video
game media. Students begin to learn models, textures, and objects, in order to create realistic or fantastical
environments through Unity. Students will learn the basics of environment creation and planning, as well as
understand the use of differing types and styles of environments used in games and animations.
Class time is spent either in intensive instructional sessions, where we move through concepts as a group
using hands-on examples; in discussion and critique; or in open lab production. Meanwhile, students complete
a series of software training exercises outside of class as homework.
Students will complete 4 minor projects based on instruction, and software training. After mid-semester,
students design a final project. The designs are planned and researched. Once the proposal has been approved,
students will spend the remaining duration of the semester working on their final projects. The course
culminates in the presentation and critique of all final projects during the scheduled exam time.
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Computer Animation
Prerequisite: Introduction to Computer Graphics-Teacher Approval
Credit: .5
Grade: 10, 11, 12

10210

The second course of a three-course sequence, teaching students to utilize the skills from Computer Graphics
to produce items that demonstrate a strong knowledge of animating and creating movement in a 3D/2D
environment as it relates to film and video game media. Students continue to learn to model, texture objects,
compose and light scenes, animate, and add dynamics, as well as to render their animations into movies and to
composite movies, audio, titles, and credits in post-production. Students complete the course with an original
portfolio-ready animation.
Class time is spent either in intensive instructional sessions, where we move through concepts as a group
using hands-on examples; in discussion and critique; or in open lab production. Meanwhile, students complete
a series of software training exercises outside of class as homework.
Students will complete 4 minor projects based on instruction, and software training. After mid-semester,
students design a final project. The designs are planned and researched. Once the proposal has been approved,
students will spend the remaining duration of the semester working on their final projects. The course
culminates in the presentation and critique of all final projects during the scheduled exam time.
Video Game Design
Prerequisite: Computer Animation-Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12

10165

This course provides students with a theoretical and conceptual understanding of the field of game design,
along with practical exposure to the process of creating a game. Topics covered include iteration, rapid
prototyping, mechanics, dynamics, flow theory, the nature of fun, game balance, and user interface design.
Primary focus is on non-digital games.
In this class, we will discuss games and game design. We will discover what the components of games are,
and what parts of games are influenced by their design. We will learn several ways to approach the design of
a game, and processes and best practices for prototyping, play-testing and balancing a game after it has been
designed.
By the end of this course, you will be familiar with the (relatively small) body of work that is accepted in the
game industry as the theoretical foundation of game design. You will also be comfortable enough in processes
to start designing your own games, as well as critically analyzing other people’s games.
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Cluster: Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics
BLHS Pathway: Engineering & Applied Mathematics
Course:

Prerequisite(s):

Credits:

Suggested
Grade Level:

Fees:

0.5

9, 10, 11, 12

None

Computer Applications A &
B
Introduction To Engineering
Design
Principles of Engineering

None
Prior or concurrent
enrollment in Algebra I
Prior or concurrent
enrollment in I.E.D or
teacher approval

1

9, 10, 11, 12

$25

1

10, 11, 12

$25

Robotics

None

1

9, 10, 11, 12

$25

Digital Electronics

Prior or concurrent
enrollment in Geometry
Prior or concurrent
enrollment in I.E.D or
teacher approval
Introduction to
Engineering, Principles of
Engineering, & prior or
concurrent enrollment in
Civil Engineering or
Architecture and Digital
Electronics

1

10,11,12

$25

1

11,12

$25

1

12 ; 11 only by
teacher approval

$25

Civil Engineering &
Architecture
Engineering Design &
Development

Course Descriptions For The
Engineering & Applied Mathematics Pathway
Computer Applications A and B
Prerequisites: None
Credits: .5 each
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Computer Applications is an introductory level course that teaches students personal information
management, proper use of the Internet for research, word processing, spreadsheets and charting, and data
management using a database.
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Introduction to Engineering Design
Prerequisite: Prior or concurrent enrollment in Algebra I
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

21006

Introduction to Engineering Design is a course that teaches problem-solving skills using a design development
process. Models of product solutions are created, analyzed and communicated using solid modeling computer
design software. There is a $25 course fee that must be paid at the time of enrollment.
Principles of Engineering
Prerequisite: Prior or concurrent enrollment in Introduction to Engineering or teacher approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12
21004
Principles of Engineering is a course that helps students understand the field of engineering/engineering
technology. Exploring various technology systems and manufacturing processes help students learn how
engineers and technicians use math, science and technology in an engineering problem solving process to
benefit people. The course also includes concerns about social and political consequences of technological
change. There is a $25 course fee that must be paid at the time of enrollment.
Robotics
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 1
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

21009

Students will learn about the principles of manufacturing, engineering design, electronics, materials science,
research and development and project management. They will be responsible for building a battle bot to
compete in Bots KC local tournaments during spring semester.
Digital Electronics
Prerequisite: Prior or concurrent enrollment in Geometry
Credit: 1
Grade: 10, 11, 12

21008

Digital Electronics is a course in applied logic that encompasses the application of electronic circuits and
devices. Computer simulation software is used to design and test digital circuitry prior to the actual
construction of circuits and devices. There is a $25 course fee that must be paid at the time of enrollment.
Civil Engineering & Architecture
Prerequisite: Prior or concurrent enrollment in I.E.D or teacher approval
Credit: 1
Grade: 11, 12

21012

In this course teams of students will collaborate on the development of community based building projects
and conceptual design to project presentations. In this course, students will come to understand how civil
engineering and architecture influence how people live and work. There is a $25 course fee that must be
paid at the time of enrollment. This course is dependent upon enrollment numbers.
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Engineering Design & Development
Prerequisite: Intro to Engineering, Principles of Engineering, Digital Electronics or prior or
concurrent enrollment in Civil Engineering & Architecture
Credit: 1
Grade: 12; 11 only by teacher approval
21007
This is an engineering research course in which students will work in teams to research, design, test and
construct a solution to an open-ended engineering problem. The product development life cycle and a design
process are used to guide and help the team to reach a solution to the problem. The team presents and defends
their solution to a panel of outside reviewers at the conclusion of the course. The EDD course allows student
to apply all the skills and knowledge learned in previous Project Lead The Way courses. The use of 3D
design software helps students design solutions to the problem their team has chosen. This course also
engages student in time management and teamwork skills, a valuable set for students in the future. There is a
$25 course fee that must be paid at the time of enrollment.
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Cluster: Manufacturing Career Cluster Design
BLHS Pathway: Manufacturing
Course:

Prerequisite(s):

Credits:

Suggested
Grade Level:

Fees:

Introduction to Industrial
Technology
Drafting/CAD
Mass Production I

None

.5

9, 10

$25

None
Intro to Industrial
Technology

1
1

10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12

$25
$25

Mass Production II

Intro to Industrial
Technology and Mass
Production I

1

10, 11, 12

$25

Course Descriptions For The
Manufacturing Pathway
Introduction to Industrial Technology
Credits: .5
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9, 10

38001

A semester hands-on class where the student will use and become familiar with all woodworking tools and
machines available in the construction technology lab while constructing a teacher-assigned project(s). There
is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid at the time of registration.
Drafting/CAD
Credits: 1
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

21107

A comprehensive course designed to instruct students in the use of Computer Aided Design software. There
is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid at the time of registration.
Mass Production I
Credits: 1
Prerequisites: Intro to Industrial Technology
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

13052

A comprehensive, technical level course designed to instruct students in the knowledge and skills required for
fabricating products using a variety of materials (wood, plastic, metal, composites). This course would make
use of new technology in the department (CNC, Vinyl sign cutter, laser engraver), and opens the possibility of
creating and selling products out of the shop in the future. Students will learn skills that will transfer to
engineering, machining, assembly lines, and entrepreneurship. There is a $25 student fee for this course
that must be paid at the time of registration.
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Mass Production II
Credits: 1
Prerequisites: Intro to Industrial Technology & Mass Production I
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

39052

An application level course which builds on skills learned in 13052 Mass Production and is designed to
instruct students in advanced knowledge and skills required for fabricating products using a variety of
materials (wood, plastic, metal, composites). This course would make use of new technology in the
department (CNC, Vinyl sign cutter, laser engraver), and would create and sell products out of the shop.
Students will learn skills that will transfer to engineering, machining, assembly lines, and entrepreneurship.
The goal for this class is to meet the needs for the school of products that are usually purchased from
companies outside of the school. There is a $25 student fee for this course that must be paid at the time of
registration.
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Cluster: Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security
BLHS Pathway: Corrections, Security, Law & Law Enforcement
Services
Course:

Prerequisite(s):

Credits:

Suggested Grade
Level:

Introduction to Law, Public
Safety, Corrections &
Security (LPSS)
Law Enforcement I
First Aid/CPR/EMR

None

.5

9, 10

Intro to LPSS
LPSS

1
1

10, 11, 12
10, 11, 12

Law Enforcement II

Law Enforcement I

1

11, 12

Fees:

Course Descriptions For the
Corrections, Security, Law and Law Enforcement Services
Introduction to Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security
Credits: .5
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9, 10

44001

An introductory course designed to provide students with knowledge of occupations available in the Law,
Public Safety and Security fields and introduce them to the legal system,
professional conduct, safety, and types of crime.
Law Enforcement I
Prerequisite: Introduction to Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 10, 11, 12

44200

The first of two courses designed to provide students with the skills and knowledge necessary to explore and
interest in law and public safety. Topics covered include Law and the Legal System, Criminal Law, Police
and Law Enforcement, Search and Seizure and Daily operations. Concurrent enrollment with KCKCC is a
possibility in this course. This class can be a step to obtain entrance to the Law Enforcement or Highway
Patrol Academy.
Care of Athletes
Prerequisite: Introduction to Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 10, 11, 12

08057

Students will be exposed to different health professions relating to athletics. This includes, but is not limited
to, athletic trainers, physical therapists, occupational therapists, physicians, and nurses. Students will also
explore common conditions and injuries that are present in athletics along with skills needed for health
professionals.
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Law Enforcement II
Prerequisite: Introduction to Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security
Credits: 0.5
Grades: 11, 12

44200

The second of two courses designed to provide students with the skills and knowledge necessary to explore
and interest in law and public safety. Topics covered include Law and the Legal System, Criminal Law,
Police and Law Enforcement, Search and Seizure and Daily operations. Concurrent enrollment with KCKCC
is a possibility in this course. This class can be a step to obtain entrance to the Law Enforcement or Highway
Patrol Academy.
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