Principal Report
Bay Head School District
145 Grove Street
Bay Head, NJ 08742
(732) 892-0668

MEMORANDUM
FOR:

Board of Education: Benjamin Hinds (P), Sandra Antognoli (VP),
Barry Pearce, Shannon Curtis, Eric Pritchard

FROM:

Mr. Frank Camardo, Principal

DATE:

11/26/2019

RE:

Principal Report- November 26, 2019

A. Students:

Total

K

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

TOTAL

11

12

12

14

14

12

11

16

18

120

9-12
PPBHS
OCVTS Other OOD Grand Total -

30
1
3
154

November ~ Principal Report
Curriculum/Programs/Facilities
Curriculum (Wills):
●

Curriculum: The Curriculum and Instructional Coach and teachers have been meeting to discuss
rigor and objectives in their classrooms. Teachers are exploring Science resources and the Coach
will help implement STEAM lessons and experiments into the curriculum and classrooms for
grades K-8. The teachers and Coach attended Tri-district Articulation meetings to ensure students
are prepared for a smooth transition into high school. Teachers met at Point Beach to share and
collaborate ideas about instructional practices and curriculum resources.

Community Relations:
● Parent-Teacher Conferences 11/14-15
● Student Council Dance 11/15
● Quiver Farms Grade K-4 11/22
● School-Wide Thanksgiving Feast 11/27
● Eighth Grade D.C. Trip 12/3-5
Technology (Point Pleasant Boro):
● Installed a new intercom speaker in the main office
● Technology team responds swiftly to any ‘trouble tickets’, and is visible and available daily at
BHS.
Data and State Reporting (S. Trainor):
● NJSmart State Assessment Report
●

NJSmart Performance Report

●

NJSmart Special Education Report

●

NJSmart Staff Submission

●

Trunk or Treat

●

Coordinating with the Ocean Star for BHS Events

●

DC Trip Packet for Parents and Students

●

Substitute Calling for Staff Scheduling

●

Genesis daily for Staff and Students

●

Parent Access on Genesis for Report Cards and Log Ins

●

ALICE Training scheduling with the SRO from Lavallette

●

Routine Office Duties - Answering Phones, Student Sign In & Out, Faculty Meeting Agendas ,
Attendance, Office Paperwork, etc.

Sports (Basketball- O’Connor and Beyer):
Basketball has started and the Sharks are off to a great start! The boy’s basketball team has started off
strong with a 1-1 record. After being down 9-3 at half to Lavallette, the boys came back to win 31-14.
They showed outstanding hard work and effort to come all the way back and win the game. This years
girls basketball team consists of 24 players/manager. They are off to a good start with a record of 2-1.

They beat Neptune City 38-13 and almost every girl got a chance to play in the varsity game except for
my 2 girls in the 5th grade. This year I split the team into 2 teams- JV (5th and 6th graders) and varsity
(7th and 8th graders). I also decided to have only the varsity travel to away games. The girls are having
fun and I am hoping for a lot more wins!

Personnel:
● N/A

Safety (Officer Justin McLaughlin & Sean Hoffman):
Fire/Emergency Drills:
Fire: November 11, 2019
Evacuation: November 25, 2019
School Bus Evacuation Drill was held on 10/24/19
ALICE training has started with training of the students in all grades K-8. Training will continue
through December.

Day to Day Happenings at BHS
Kindergarten (Wisliceny):
Kindergarten continues to explore the difference between fiction and nonfiction. We’re learning to make
predictions and being able to support them with evidence We’ve learned that stories have a beginning , a
middle and an end and we’ve studied the components of each. We’ve even tried our hand at writing our
own stories! Math finds us decomposing numbers and problem solving. Check out our “Make-a-Ten”
turkeys!
This month we had a blast making our own spiders with the first grade and we even make our own edible
ones! We attended our first pep rally and can’t wait to attend the school’s Thanksgiving feast this week!

First Grade (Monticello):
November is flying by and first grade is so busy! We’re working very hard in all areas. In math we’re
learning different strategies for adding and subtracting, such as counting on, doubles plus one, doubles
minus one and drawing models and pictures. In science we have been learning about the phases of the
moon, the night sky, and spiders and bats. Social studies lessons are all about Pilgrims and Native
Americans, as well as holidays (focusing on Thanksgiving!). In reading and writing workshop we’ve
continued focusing on Thanksgiving by reading various books about all things related to the holiday, and
we’ve been writing about what we’re thankful for. The children are learning how to write a paragraph
and their work is very impressive!

We’ve done a couple Mystery Science “labs” with kindergarten and the children love these. For Veterans
Day we had a very special visitor, Mr. Wurch, come in to speak to the 1st and 2nd grade classes about his
service to our country. It was a fantastic event and the children were very engaged in his stories and they
asked a lot of terrific questions. Eevi Webb from 3rd grade came to the class and sang the Star Spangled
Banner, and the children sang God Bless America to Mr. Wurch. Mr. Wurch’s grandchildren, Brielle,
Calla and Ryan, are in 1st and 2nd grade and he was so happy to have the opportunity to spend the
morning in our school with the children.
The class also had a blast at the first pep rally of the school year, and they’re looking forward to the
upcoming Thanksgiving Feast that we’re attending this week.

Second Grade (Galarza):
In second grade this month, we focused on celebrating Veterans Day with one of our own grandfather and
Mrs. Monticello's first grade class. We read books about what a veteran is and completed poems and
thank you cards. We also flexed our "Kindness Muscle" on World Kindness Day and spoke about the
importance of the little things to flex our muscles and show kindness to others. Busy with studying the
different branches of government, we engaged in a mock trial about Goldilocks and the Three Bears, and
provided evidence of Goldilocks trespassing and practiced how the judicial system works. Watch out, we
have some future lawyers and judges in the making! Finally, we've concluded Chapter 4 in the Go Math
Series, engaging in the online Think Central assessments and concluding our studies on mental math
strategies up to 20. We've also moved onto skip counting by 3's and 4's to enhance our mental math
strategies with repeated addition and during our centers game called "Kaboom." The students are looking
forward to Thanksgiving break and we will be concluding with scientific changes of matter that are
reversible and irreversible using technologies brought over by the pilgrims.

Third Grade (Kiss):
Third grade had a spooky good time celebrating Halloween with their classmates. They are ready to
celebrate Friendsgiving on Wednesday and spend time with their Positive Partners on Tuesday. They
have been creative in their disguises as turkeys! Please visit our hallway to see how they would plan to
outsmart the farmer. :)
We have finished up another unit of science. To show what they know they have completed 2
experiments to demonstrate their understanding of force, motion and magnets. They showed success in
their first exploration by noticing what kinds of force and motion fly planes with the best accuracy and
longest flight plan. The second lab required them to use their knowledge of magnets to create a lock on a
door that can only be opened using a magnet. By working in teams they were able to collaborate and
have success designing and testing one of two types of locking systems.

We are in full swing of multiplication and they will be tested on their facts soon. They can't wait to earn a
Multiplication Master belt for each fact family they master!

Fourth Grade (O’Connor):
4th Grade
Students are showing great progress through the start of their 4th grade school year. We have begun our
realistic fiction unit in Readers’ Workshop where the students have been reading the novel, “Because of
Winn-Dixie.” They are enjoying the novel so much they never want to put it down. The students are
focusing on character meaning as they read and analyze the text. We are all excited for our Winn-Dixie
party at the end of the book where we will have Littmus Lozenges’ and compare the movie to the text.
In Math, students are finishing up our final unit on multiplication. Students have been using
partial products, area models, distributive property, and regrouping strategies to solve for products. We
will move on to division next.
In Social Studies, students have been learning about the different landscapes across the United
States. We have been studying maps as well as creating some maps of our own from what we have
learned. Students are also designing a brochure to describe a specific region of the United States.

Fifth Grade (Califano):
The second marking period is in full swing! It was great talking to all 5th grade parents during the
Parent/Teacher conferences. We’ve spent several weeks learning about many different Native American
groups in Social Studies. The students each made a google slide project on a Native American tribe and
then turned that project into their first written report. After learning about our last group, the Northwest
Indians, each student made their own totem pole. On Veterans Day, Mr. McGoey came in to talk about
his career in the military. We are so grateful he was able to visit our classroom! In Readers' Workshop,
we are currently reading the novel Wonder. Analyzing the characters, mapping out the plot, and
identifying the different types of conflict are some of the skills we have been working on. The best part
of reading the novel is having book discussions, though! We are working on poetry during Writers'
Workshop. Some of the students’ poems will be on display in our hallway. While we have read poems
written by many different poets, Shel Silverstein is still a crowd favorite! We read the book Balloons
over Broadway, then learned a little more backstory on the Macy’s Day Parade and the technology that
helps make the balloons. Each student then got to choose a character that they wanted to make into a
balloon for our very own parade. They will be making a prototype by following the design process, and
then will use that for our parade. I cannot wait to see the final products! Happy Thanksgiving!

Resource Room (Mrs. Peters):
Language Arts/ Math Resource Room
The resource math 7 class just completed a successful unit rational numbers. We are beginning a new unit
on ratio and proportions.
My newest class, language arts 3, has assimilated well into the routine of the resource room. We alternate
learning new spelling patterns, vocabulary, and sight words on a weekly basis. We continue to use our
SPIRE program to improve our phonetic learning and comprehension of what is read. Also completed
was a collaborative writing project with grade 3 entitled, Why I Am Not a Turkey!
The language arts 5 class is continuing to alternate weekly using Wordly Wise to increase vocabulary
knowledge and SPIRE words to increase sight word recognition and practice phonetic skills. We also
completed a collaborative research paper assigned in Spanish class.
The language arts 7 class has just begun reading the novel, Drums, Girls, & Dangerous Pie by Jordan
Sonnenblick. This is a brave and insightful story of how a family deals with a cancer diagnosis. We will
have the opportunity to identify difficult story elements such as foreshadowing, conflict, resolution, and
theme. This novel contains many memorable quotes that will launch many writing experiences.

BSI Math 3-5/Remediation Support 6-8 (Lewis)
Basic skills in math is in full swing. We are using different strategies to gain a strong foundation in basic
addition and multiplication retention. Strategies include around the world and playing card
multiplication. In sixth grade, we've eaten mindfully during our mindful break and we have learned about
the brain and its importance in our emotions and feelings. In 4th grade we are becoming stronger writers
and are using similes and metaphors, along with the understanding of envisioning to add more detail to
our writing.

School Counselor (Phelps):
Counselor’s Corner
I have spent a lot of time with students individually this month. The younger grades are dealing with
things like managing behaviors in the classroom and social skills. The older students are finding
challenges with managing stress and organization. Students know I have an open door policy and my
schedule is always full. I
keep in consistent contact
with parents and teachers
to ensure that we always
have a solid school to
home connection.
In addition, we are having
our second positive
partner activity on
November 26. The “Bigs”
will go to the classrooms
of their “Little” and read
them a short story about a
little girl that buys a toy
for a boy. The pairs will
then discuss the story and
the important role that
kindness plays in our
lives. Each student will
then build a “Kindness
Elf” to put on the Giving
Tree in the lobby of the
school. The elves are ornaments and each has a tag that asks for a gift big or small for a boy or a girl.
Gifts are to be brought in unwrapped and will be donated to St. Gregory’s Pantry.
I started my second round of classroom lessons in order to instill our character education program. This
month we worked on the pillar of responsibility. We discussed the importance of being responsible with
our words and how to successfully deal with conflicts. We made a three rule plan that asks us to first
breathe and calm down before we respond to a situation. Second, we need to communicate, and finally we
want to compromise. We practiced these skills with frog puppets. The older students will be having
lessons on stress management that will begin next month.
I have also been busy with the Peer Leaders Program. We have already had tours for prospective students.
As such, I have trained our younger Peer leaders to give the tours and I accompany them to answer any
additional questions and offer support. The students make us so very proud. The Peer Leaders are also
part of the Blessing Bag Brigade whereby we have put a bin in every classroom to collect toiletries for the
homeless. We have a list of travel sized items that we need in order to make Blessing Bags to be
distributed by Kevin Garrison, founder of our area’s Blessing Bag Brigade, to homeless people in our
community.

I am the editor of the school newspaper, the BHS press, and we put out our first issue at the beginning of
the month. Each student received a copy to bring home and it is also posted on the website. We managed
to fill six pages with articles written by our amazing 6th and 7th grade staff. Topics included Sea Week,
Peace Day, book reviews, trends, an advice column, a sports page, and so much more. The students were
very proud of their work and we look forward to putting out a new edition each marking period.
I am the Chair of the I&RS committee and a member of the 504 committee. The I&RS committee has met
regularly to discuss strategies to assist students in the classroom. The members are a diverse group who
bring unique and creative ideas to the table.
I met with many parents during conferences and have hosted multiple parent meetings.

Ms. Carrie Meyer
PEP/BSI Coordinator/AAE/AimsWeb Coordinator
PEP (Pupil Enrichment Program): This month in PEP students engaged in some STEAM activities
related to Thanksgiving and STEAM careers. Some students made a gravity & friction-fueled gobble
wobbler and designed a Thanksgiving food truck, and some students learned about the careers of
zoologists, graphic design artists,and engineers.
AAE (Advanced Academics & Enrichment): AAE has begun, with 14 students in grades 1-5
participating. After brainstorming ideas for ways to expand their Language Arts learning, the students in
each grade used consensus decision making to decide on their first project of the year. Some grades will
be researching and experimenting using the Maker Space cart, and some students will begin a project
using the Google Genius Hour model.
I was happy to have had the chance to meet with/have phone conferences with many parents during
parent/teacher conferences to discuss the AAE program and the identification process for the program.
On Friday, 11/22 I attended the annual Gifted Education conference at Rutgers University and brought
back ideas to complement both the AAE and PEP programs. The conference also helped validate our
current programs, as current research points to policies and procedures that are already in place at BHS.
BSI (Basic Skills Instruction): Nine students currently participate in Language Arts BSI, and 12
students participate in Math BSI. The progress of these students will be monitored and participation will
be re-evaluated in February. Language Arts instruction continues to focus on supporting classroom
lessons in Fundations (K-3 program) and Just Words (4th and 5th grades.)

Health/PE (Speelman):
In PE classes students have been taking Physical Fitness tests. Tests include the Pacer test (cardiovascular
endurance), Push-ups (upper body strength), Curl-ups (Abdominal Strength and endurance) and Shoulder
and Hamstring flexibility tests.

Vocal/Instrumental Music: (Espinosa):
All grades are working hard to prepare for the Holiday Concert.
Grades k-2 are working on reading rhythms in sheet music to well known Christmas songs outside of
their concert repertoire.
Grades 3-5 are working on the process of reading sheet music: beginning with rhythm, adding melody,
adding words.
Grades 6-8 are working on singing their concert repertoire and responding to performances using content
specific terminology.
Guitar club is working on feliz navidad and frosty the snowman for the holiday concert as well as
playing a major scale.

Pre-Algebra/Algebra I/Financial Literacy 6-8 (Wills):

●

●

Pre-Algebra: Students have been working on linear relationships that are proportional and
nonproportional. For Thanksgiving, students are working on a festive review activity of solving
equations and inequalities.
Algebra: Creating linear equations in two variables by using tables, graphs, and equations.

Financial Literacy/STEAM:
●

●
●

8th Grade - Students collaborated with the LA and Science teachers to create catapults to
demonstrate theories of force and motion. Teams of 3 or 4, launched pumpkins on Halloween
with the longest launch measuring at 21 feet 10 inches. The students attended a presentation
hosted by Pt. Beach High School with a guest speaker from IBM. Our students presented to the
other schools and guest speaker about the Engineering Process as it pertained to their evolution of
their catapult project.
7th Grade - Students are being mindful of their digital footprint and privacy and learning how to
protect themselves online.
6th Grade - Students are creating iMovies about Peace Day to send to other schools
internationally in Costa Rica, Croatia, Hungry, and Poland.

Math I, II/Science 6-8 (Bardsley):
Science 6 is getting into Natural Disasters and starting off the Unit with the studies of Volcanoes.
Science 7 has just completed their Ecology Biome Projects, students created aquariums, terrariums and
water cycles to simulate ecosystems activity.
Science 8 has just completed their unit on chemical reactions and presented labs completed at home with
various chemical reactions from the caramelization in cooking steak to the acids found in the sodas one
drinks and what they do to fats in your body.
Math I, II is working on geometry and will be applying their mathematical concepts to a real world
surveying of a park.

Language Arts 6-8 (Fallivene):
Parents in grades 6-8 were asked to complete a "leaf project" to write about why they are thankful for
their child. Great response most families participated and created individual and creative leaves.
6th LA . working on a class novel " Ban This Book" by Alan Gratz and tying in our persuasive writing
unit.
7th Just began our fantasy/adventure unit reading Percy Jackson and the Lightning thief.
8th working on memoir unit in reading and writing, Finishing up writing project called " Voices from
Arlington" Students are writing memoirs from POV of notable figure buried in Arlington National
Cemetery to lead up to and prepare them for their trip on Dec.3.

MINDFULNESS: the students have really embraced the mindfulness curriculum. We have completed
guided meditation, mindful stretching, gratitude chain writing activity, and we even had 5 foot posters
made of VW sixties bus to color as a mindful coloring activity in conjunction with peace day. We are
also incorporating growth mindset into our mindful classroom activities

Social Studies 5-8 (Kennedy):
Veterans Day - 5th thru 8th grades - Mr. McGoey came in dress uniform and talked about his 30 year
career in the Navy. The students were mesmerized by his accounts. The students then made Veteran's Day
cards and along with the ones from 1st and 2nd grade were delivered to the VFW in Point Pleasant Beach.
The BOE is always welcome to visit and see first hand, the actual work going on in my classroom.
5th grade is finishing up studies on Native Americans and creating their final project for the unit - totem
poles
6th grade finished up studies on India and will be making 3 D maps of China & India next week.
7th grade is working on Medieval Japan and will begin to study Europe in the Middle Ages after
Thanksgiving.
7th grade is in the 3rd year of their architecture project/studies with Ms. Wills and Mrs. Frizzell. This
year we hope to combine the 3D structures that they create in their city planning with a virtual tour of a
building using technology. We also plan on contacting the town architectect/planner of Asbury Park to set
up a tour of Asbury to learn more about environmentally sound cities.
8th grade is learning about the American Revolution. They created maps of the 13 colonies using paint
and pillowcases. They are on display in the upper wing. We are also investigating sites in Washington DC
in our preparation for our trip. They also will have completed the first two steps in the ALICE training
prior to the Thanksgiving break.

Spanish K-8 (Señor Urbano Venero):
Kindergarten - We continue to learn and practice the very
basic Spanish elements of greetings, colors, numbers 1-10, days
of the week and months of the year.
1st and 2nd - We have reviewed the basics from previous years
and this week, in recognition of National Hispanic Heritage
Month we learned and reviewed online and through maps the
Spanish-speaking countries in the world.
3rd and 4th - We have completed learning about the names,
geographic locations, and capitals of the Spanish-speaking
countries in the world through maps and online resources and are about to take a series of
mini-assessments to gauge our knowledge.
5th - We have completed our projects on an overview of individual Spanish-speaking countries and we
are in the process of individual presentations.

6th - Students have completed their reports on specific locations/regions of Spanish-speaking countries
from the perspective as a travel agent and are presenting their reports to the class.
7th -Students have completed their reports on specific historical events and/or places in
Spanish-speaking countries from the perspective of a producer for the History Channel and are presenting
their reports to the class.
8th - Students have completed their reports on specific famous individuals from Spanish-speaking
countries, or of Hispanic heritage (Hispanic Americans) from the perspective as a producer of the
Biography Channel and are presenting their reports to the class.

Nurse/Health Office (Sierotko):
At the end of October, we participated in Red Ribbon Week. I had the opportunity to go into each class
and teach a lesson about drugs, and the kids were very responsive. I urged the students to go home and
have a conversation with their parents/guardians about drugs as well. Our daily “themes” helped to
remind the school community to avoid drug use/abuse and stay healthy. In addition, we participated in
the “Penny Races” to raise money for A Moment to Smile, a charity that helps kids who have lost a parent
to drug addiction. We were able to raise over $800 as a school, with the 4th grade winning the Penny
Races.
Kinsa thermometers have been passed out to all of the families that
signed up for the program. I look forward to families using the app to
help stop the spread of illness throughout the school and to keep all of
our students as healthy as possible.
November 14th is World Diabetes Day and a very informative and
eye-opening story was sent out to all of our Bay Head families to help
spread awareness of Type 1 Diabetes and to help parents understand the
possible signs to look for.
I am looking forward to attending the Washington DC trip in December and have been working on
gathering the proper paperwork for the trip from the students.
I continue to assist unwell/injured students and help to prevent the spread of any illness throughout the
building.

Clubs/Activities
Student Council (Galarza):Student Council held a public debate on Election Day and all candidates who
ran were elected. Congratulations candidates! Students also held a Fall Harvest Dance for grades 6-8 and
extended invitations to Antrim and Lavallette students. The students enjoyed a beautiful spread and lots of
dancing with Mo Talent Entertainment. The next dance will be in the spring. Our next projects consist of
preparing a holiday "Guessing Game" for the school, Door Decorating Contest, cookie swap, and
preparations for our biggest fundraiser for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Our goal is to raise
$3,000 towards research and beat our donation of $2,500 from last year. Students will participate in a coin
challenge the second week of January, with themed days, and a whole school pep rally with the
presentation of a "big" check by the L&L Society to the class that raises the most money. Talks of pieing
some teachers and Principal Camardo, as awards to the classes that raise the most money, are in the
works.

Technology Club: Students in 3rd and 4th grade used Scratch to code scenes or games as well as used
Google's Music Lab to create original songs! Students in grades 5-8th created Halloween themed iMovie
trailers and movies.
Yearbook Club: The yearbook club is hard at work designing the 2019-2020 yearbook. The cover and
back featuring the 8th grade graduating class has been submitted!

Newspaper (Phelps)~ First edition was published and the second is in the works!
Law Club is in full swing - working title for our case is "Doggy Dentures."
Anime Club to start after Thanksgiving.
Saturday Morning Sports (O’Connor & Wills):
Saturday Sports has come to an end. It was a fun season where the students learned the fundamental
skills of both soccer and basketball. The coaches are very proud of each player as they displayed great
sportsmanship and hard work. We will be having another season of Saturday Sports around February.
We can’t wait to join back up with our Saturday Sports family!

Cheerleading is in full swing. We have performed our first Pep Rally and have been cheering on the
basketball players at home games. Practices for Christmas in Bay Head are ready to start on Monday
11/25! We've got some great tunes ready! :)

