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From The Principal’s Desk
The second nine weeks has come and gone already! Students have been working hard this year in
all content areas and may have received an invitation to specific tutorials. Our teachers scour over data to isolate specific skills that need to be addressed
for each child. We then use this data to target these
skills in tutorials and pullouts. If your child is assigned to tutorials, please make sure they attend on
the assigned day and are picked up promptly at
3:50. Our teachers have put in a full day’s work with
our students and then work extra hours to ensure
our students are successful. We value our teacher’s
hard work and want to allow them time to prepare for
the next day and to get home to their families as
well.
In February and March, we will have Mock STAAR
tests to see how our students are progressing and
then will offer additional pullouts and tutorials for
those students in need of intervention. As always, if
you have any concerns, please feel free to contact
the office and schedule a conference with your
child’s teacher. Thank you for all you do to support
your child’s education and Nichols Intermediate.
Ms. Holly Searcy

Mark Your Calendar:
January 9: 5th grade UIL
January 10: Student Council
Meeting @ 7:15
January 15: Tutorials Begin
January 21: Martin Luther King,
Jr. Holiday
January 31: Last Day for Living
Alternatives items (see back page)
February 5: 5th Math Mock Test
February 6: 5th Mock Reading
Test
March 2: 6th grade UIL
March 11-15: Spring Break
March 25: 6th Math Mock Test

Math
Our 5th grade Math students have learned about
Place Value, Comparing and Ordering of Decimals,
Rounding Decimals, Adding and Subtracting Decimals,
Multiplication with 2-digit by 1 and 2 digit by 2 digit,
Dividing with 1-digit and 2-digit divisors, Multiplying
and Dividing fractions, Prime and Composite numbers,
Generating a graph using numerical patterns of multiplicative or additive, and finding the Perimeter, Volume, and Area of a closed plane figure all within the
Fall semester. At first this 9 weeks we will be reviewing on how to find the Perimeter, Volume, and Area of a closed plane figure. Then we will gain new
knowledge on how to find the Volume of a rectangular
prism and Cube. After that, we will begin studying
Categorical Data, and Numerical data over: Frequency
tables, Bar Graphs, Dot Plots, Stem-and-Leaf Plots,
and Scatter Plots. Finally, we will end our 9 weeks
with Financial Literacy and begin studying for the
STAAR test. If you ever need any assistance with
learning how to work 5th grade problems Kahn Academy is wonderful online resource that is free, you can
watch videos on how to work problems and then practice it. https://www.khanacademy.org/

Science
In 5th grade science, we started out the nine weeks
discussing force and motion. Students were able to experiment with force by creating a marble run on the
field trip in November. The kids were very creative and
had a blast! After experiencing force, we transitioned
into learning about weathering, erosion, and deposition
and how they shape the land. Students got to learn
about the difference between weather and climate as
well as different weather tools that are used. We
learned about sedimentary layers and how fossil fuels
are formed before Thanksgiving break. Students reviewed the water cycle and were introduced to the solar
system unit. In the solar system unit, students learned
about the different between the sun, earth, and moon.
We finished off the semester learning about Earth's rotation, revolution, and shadows. We had a great semester and look forward to the Spring semester!

Reading
During the 2nd quarter, we explored more
about Non-fiction reading skills and
worked on growing as authentic readers.
We researched topics and transformed
our thinking into new learning and
worked on presentation skills. Our students have also become excellent Word
Collectors, discovering new and interesting words within their own reading.
Please continue to have your child read
20 minutes a night as we push toward this
new year!

Social Studies
We spent the 2nd 9 weeks identifying why people left their home countries to come to America, Coming to America, and the 13 original colonies in America. During the last few
weeks before Christmas students began discovering the cause and effects of the American
Revolution, The Road to the American Revolution. Students have learned about the causes
that led up to the colonies declaring independence from Great Britain. They are continuing to
learn about the effects of the American Revolution and the formation of our nation independent from Britain these next 9 weeks of school.

Math
6th Grade Math was full of a lot of interesting
projects and content. We completed a pumpkin
project in October to learn about measurement
conversions. We created original artwork for
Fall or Halloween to practice fraction, decimal,
and percent conversions. In November, we began solving algebraic equations, learning about
the multiplicative and additive relationships
that aid in solving those equations. We used
whole brain learning to learn about exponents
and went on a coordinate hike. Moving to
Christmas we learned about financial responsibility studying debit and credit cards and how
interest works. We spent time reviewing and
practicing solving equations. We finished up
studying angles, triangles and the relationships
that they have. We learned a lot and had a
great nine weeks.

Reading/Language Arts
This 9 weeks we have been busy with figurative language, poetry, and synthesizing! Students have been learning how to synthesize
information by doing projects on topics such
as Marvel, Titanic, Coca-Cola and many other
topics. They gathered the information and
created posters to present to other students!
Students also learned about the importance
of figurative language and how it can affect
poetry and even song lyrics. We focused on
the song "Mr. Grinch" and had students rewrite the song without figurative language.
Students also learned the dynamics of free
verse poetry and how to write one!

Spectacular Sixth
Grade
Social Studies
Carnival, festivities, Panama Canal,
beautiful beaches and resorts,
hurricanes, colorful clothing, rainforests, cowboys, coffee beans,
favelas, and terraced farming.
What do these all have in common? We found them all in Central and South America. We have
enjoyed learning about the Americas’ geography, culture, religion,
history, economics, and government and now we are ready to venture into Europe in 2019!

Science
During this 9 weeks the students studied
Motion and Forces and also Physical and
Chemical Changes. This term was full of exciting labs for students. They thoroughly enjoyed the hands on activities as we explored
how motion and force work together and
why. They were also amazed to see the
chemical and physical changes of everyday
items when different things happen to them
and when chemicals react with one another.

Counselor’s Corner
Mrs. Trista Silvey, 5th grade Counselor
Mrs. DeAnna Griffith, 6th grade Counselor
Our character trait for the month of October was Respect and for the months of November and December
we have been focusing on Responsibility. Students learned about these traits during their Tribe classes every week with mini lessons that included activities and videos to help them understand and apply these character traits to their lives. Also, every morning during announcements, the students were given a quote to think
about that went along with their Tribe lessons. This has been a great semester and we look forward to the
great things that will be happening in 2019! Happy New Year!!

Student Council
Our Nichols student council has been busy this 9 weeks.
We elected our officers for this school year (pictured
right). They are President Brilyn Bateman, 1st Vice President Arely Romero, 2nd Vice President Kaylen Kinder, and
Reporter Anely Sandoval.
Also, student council hosted a canned food drive for
HOPE. We were able to collect 1,476 cans! Congratulations to Ms. Gipson’s class in 5th grade and Mrs. Guinn’s
class in 6th grade for collecting the most cans for your
grade level. These classes were rewarded with a popcorn
party before the break.

NEU Kindness Challenge
Nichols has accepted the NEU Kindness Challenge! During the month of January, we are collecting
items to donate to Living Alternatives. Students need to bring their items to one of the teachers
on their team and the team from each grade level that collects the most items will win extra recess!!! Items needed include: sippy cups, washcloths, thermometers, baby toys, baby bath toys,
bottles, diapers (especially 3-5s), baby wipes, nail clippers, diaper rash cream, educational toys,
newborn girl and boy sleepers, cabinet locks, hooded towels, baby bath wash, diaper bags, and toddler socks. We appreciate your generosity.

