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Our First STEM Night at Longley Way

Thank you, PTA, for the delicious ice cream sundaes,
and for bringing fun activities to our school!

Important Dates to Know
February 8, Collaboration Day - 11:40 dismissal
February 13, 14,15 Early release - 12:35 Parent Teacher Conference
February 14 Valentine’s Day - check with your teacher about your class party
February 18 NO SCHOOL - Presidents’ Day
February 22 Family Fun Night - Bowlero 6:00-8:00 Santa Anita Mall
February 28 Kids Heart Challenge

By Nano Acker

The Longley Way Lion
Our Principal - Mr. Long
Written by Zackary Zhou, Kylie Yang, and Matthew Wan

In this month, we asked Mr. Long, our principal, some questions about
him and what’s happening around school.
Mr. Long’s biggest challenge in being a principal is that he doesn’t
always have enough time for everything. He wants to start more activities like
Recess Buddies.
He also thinks that it’s very interesting to be a principal because
everyday is different. Other jobs have the same routine everyday. But with a
job like a principal, sometimes he has meetings with a teacher or there is an
early release day. Sometimes there are night events too.
Mr. Long hosts Assembly Team, Principal Advisory Team, Student
Greeters, and supports Birthday Team.
Mr. Long has been a teacher before. He taught in third grade for five years
fourth grade for four year. He was a substitute for one year for Kindergarten to twelfth grade. He was also an
assistant principal in El Segundo.
Next month, there is going to be Kids Heart Challenge, Bowling Night, Conferences, Open House, Dr.
Seuss Literacy Week, and Library Leaders and Mr. long is excited for all of these events.
Mr. Long enjoys being a principal because he thinks it’s fun working with children and he likes to help
people.

All About the Lions Quest Clubs
By: Michelle Wong

Want to participate in a club? Then The Lion’s Quest Clubs are perfect for you.
The Lion’s Quest Clubs are multiple clubs that meet every Friday. Each club includes
kindergarten to 5th grade and you get to choose what activity to do. Yoga, sewing, STEM (Science,
technology, engineering, and math), photography, nutrition and snack making are just a few of them!
That sure is a lot considering that there are more! All of the teachers are in charge of their own clubs.
The teachers enjoy being involved and running their clubs, and the children do too. Everyone can
participate. The Quest Clubs started after winter break and last six Fridays for the first session.

Kindergarten News
In January, the Kindergarteners indulged in “Winter Fun”. We learned all about the snow!
The Kindergartners had lots of fun making different projects that related to our various topics of
study. The month ended with our highly anticipated 100th Day celebration; the entire day was filled
with various stations with activities dealing with the number 100. We also shared our 100 projects
which were so creative and all different! Such fun we had!
The month of February prompts a wealth of learning and fun times. Our Valentine’s Day
party will celebrate who we are and the people we love. We hope to taste feast of goodies and treats
from different cultures. ☺
This year is the Year of the Pig. We will learn about Chinese New Year celebrations and make
our very own dragons. We hope to go around the school in our very own Chinese New Year parade
to wish everyone good luck in starting off the New Year!
As we continue to make progress throughout February, we
will be continuing to focus on number words, addition,
subtraction, blending and segmenting words, sight words as
well as asking and answering questions when reading. To help
reinforce skills taught at school, please continue to work with
your Kindergartener on recognizing numbers 1-30 and read
with them on a daily basis. Please remember to ask questions
and talk about the story when reading with your child.

First Grade News
First Grade has started the new year out strong! Our classes enjoyed a fun field trip to the
California Science Center where we explored many different exhibits and learned about a variety of
science-related topics.
In Math, we are powering through making tens in different ways and are getting ready to
celebrate the 120th day of school!
our English Language Arts program has been focusing on cause and effect and predictions, as
well as exploring genres such as fantasy and folktales. Students are continuing to improve their
writing skills as well.
Last but not least, our classes are having a great time with our new Lion’s Quest clubs every
Friday.

The Longley Way Lion

Our PTA President
Written by Laura Powell, PTA President
Things

are always exciting in PTA-world! In January we hosted Lunch on the Lawn and the first
ever STEM Studio at LW! Both of these events were great community builders! Thank you to
everyone who came! Lunch on the Lawn is such a special time for both parents and students...isn't it
eye opening to see how intense some of the recess games can be? And how fast our kids eat so that
they can hurry and go play?! Thank you to Anita Hou, who hosted the afternoon and coordinated all
our spectacular volunteers! We are so grateful to Susie Suh and Nikki Kwan for leading STEM
Studio! These ladies did a fantastic job of casting the vision and managing all of our volunteers to get
everyone "wired up"! We realized that if we do this event in the future we'll have to spread out and
use other rooms than just the MPR, but thanks to all the parents who participated for being flexible
and bending over backwards (or forwards!) to create memories with your kids!
There are a couple of super exciting things coming up in February and early March. On Friday,
February 22 is our Family Fun Night: Roadshow Edition! We're going to Bowlero at the mall
from 6-8pm. Martha Seijas, our event host, has worked out a killer deal: for only $8, each registered
bowler will get 2 hours of bowling, shoe rental, and a slice of pizza. Registration is due by
Wednesday, Feb. 13.
Our March Family Fun Night will be back in the MPR and we can't wait. Disney animator
and children's author and illustrator Frans Vischer will be coming to talk about his work on Mary
Poppins Returns and other movies, share about how an idea becomes a book, and lead kids thru a
drawing lesson! He will be here on March 8 from 6-8pm, and we can't wait to host him! We hope
you're as excited as we are for these fun evenings!
Thank you again for making our LW community so truly special. Celebrating the Turkey Trot a
couple of weeks ago at the ice cream parties was so much fun and just another reminder of how
fortunate we are to have each of your families at our school! We can't wait to see you soon!

STEM Night!

Lunch on the Lawn

Click here to
see the PTA
website

Second Grade News
In Second Grade our current social studies focus is “People Who Make a Difference.” This
study includes biographies about various people and all students will be completing a report on a
famous person. A special homework project will be coming home soon at the end of February.
Students will research what the traditional clothing looks like from a country one of their
ancestors is from. Then all students are making a traditional outfit for a provided paper cut out
doll. Additionally, students will be making a Family Tree.
Samples will be shown in class prior to this being sent
home. The Ancestor Doll and Family Tree projects will
be due towards the end of March.
Spring Conferences are coming up! Students will be on
a minimum day schedule for 3 days: February 13th, 14th, and
15th. Not all students will have a conference. Your child's
teacher will contact you if they feel it is necessary to meet.
As always, if you feel there is a need to conference with your
child's teacher, please contact her to schedule a day and time.
Thank you to those parents who provided our classrooms with baby wipes in the fall. We
use them daily. Not only do they help kids clean up after lunch when they return to class, they
also help to cut down the spread of germs. At this point in the year, many of us are running low,
or are out! If you are able to donate another box of baby wipes, hand wipes, or tissues to your
child’s classroom it would be appreciated.
On February 6th all second grade classes will have substitutes so the teachers can work
together collaboratively and assess our students’ writing proficiency.

We Love Birthdays!

An interview with
Mrs. Lee about the
LW Birthday Team
By Regina Liu and Emily Sukpanthee

Third Grade
Third graders have hit the ground running since returning from Winter
Break!
Our most exciting day has been a trip to The La Brea Tar Pits where
students were able to see an active excavation of fossils. It was exciting to learn
of all the animals that used to roam free right here in Los Angeles!
Students are learning more about how Arcadia has changed over time,
too. In Social Studies with Miss Harris, they are exploring how the city has
changed from the times when the Tongva inhabited the area to what it is today.
In Science with Ms. Lefkowitz, students have investigated the mystery of
magnets. They are using their new knowledge to design and construct working
magnetic locks. This connects nicely to our nonfiction story, Young Thomas
Edison, about the famous inventor.
Ms. Lersey is continuing her important discussions about bullying with
students during Health. Students are learning how to prevent, recognize, and
report bullying.
You will see some impressive student-athletes if you check in during PE
time. Third grade has some hard working basketball stars in the making. We
have practiced passing, dribbling, defense, and shooting.
Back in the classroom, students are tackling the brand new concept of
fractions and learning strategies for calculating the area of a rectangle in Math.
Our third graders are learning the importance of problem solving all
throughout the school day!

Fourth Grade
Fourth grade got to experience a two day, overnight field trip in the mountains during which they participated in
multiple hands on activities related to the 5 periods of CA history. Students enjoyed making candles, grinding, corn,
making adobe bricks, building aqueducts and designing cattle brands. The highlight of the trip was students panning for
gold in the river! It was an exciting adventure and one that students won't soon forget.
Currently students are learning about the Mexican time period in social studies and will soon be exploring how
CA became a state. In science, students are learning about light optics including the features of the human/animal eye
and how they interact with light. They will soon be learning about animal adaptations which will include a fun project.
For tech class, students are utilizing a new program called Tour Builder as well as learning about QR codes. They have
also been having meaningful discussions about digital citizenship and how to not plagiarize. During ELA, students are
continuing to practice finding the main idea of a text, supporting their answers with textual evidence, and describing
characters and events in depth using appropriate thinking maps/note taking strategies. Our next two units will be
focused on the genres of poetry and plays. We are currently finishing up our division unit in math and will be tackling
fractions in February and March. Students are excited as we are starting to do some Open House Art Projects as a grade
level, and they are looking forward to showing off all their hard work during Open House in March!

Fi th Grade News

Our 5th grade reporters
share all the happenings in
and out of the classroom.
Brought to you by, Nano Acker,
Aiden Khun, Elyse Lin, Safia Aouad,
and Alyssa Chau

Fit Kids with Miss Morton
By: Tyler Zhang
Did you know Miss Morton has been
working in three Schools? She has been a
teacher at: Howard and Bon View in the
Ontario-Montclair School District, and here at
Longley Way. She has been teaching 5th, 4th,
1st, 3rd and combinations of 4th/5th grades.
She is currently teaching 4th grade. She has
been at Longley Way for 18 years.
Miss Morton helped with Noon Games
for 15 years. Now she supervises Fit Kids at
lunch time. Fit Kids gives students an
opportunity to walk or jog around the field at
lunch time. They fill out a card, and with each
lap they get a hole punched in their card. Once
the card is filled the kids get recognized at an
assembly and will get certificate, a shoe charm,
or maybe even a water bottle or t-shirt

depending on how many miles they
complete. She said, “the most fun part about
Fit Kids is watching students who are usually
not involved in Noon Games, getting
involved in healthy activities.”

Student Council News
Longley Way Elementary has a lot going on this year. First, our College T-shirt days are
fun! Since last year, students at Longley Way have been encouraged to wear a college t-shirt
every Wednesday to represent a college of their choice. These classes have had the highest
percentage of students who’ve worn college t-shirts:
Nov. 28, 2018
Dec. 5, 2018
Dec. 12, 2018
Jan. 9, 2019
Jan. 16, 2019
Jan. 23, 2019
Jan. 30, 2019

Mrs. Kwan & Mrs. Lee (a tie)
Mrs. Smith
Mrs. Kwan
Mrs. Kwan
Mrs.Kwan
Mrs. Kwan
Mrs. Wearp

Student Council members wrote “letters of thanks” to our Longley Way teachers and staff
at the end of November. We wanted all of our teachers and staff to know we appreciate
everything they do for us.
In December, Student Council sold Holiday Pencil Telegrams. Students received their
pencils right before winter break. It was a nice surprise for many kids.
In January, in order to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Student Council encouraged
students to think about their dreams. Students wrote out their dreams, and their papers were
posted in the MultiPurpose Room for all to see. Here are some examples of our dreams for the
future:

The Student Council students had a fun time helping Ms. Faris with Kindness Week, Jan.
28 - Feb. 1. Ms. Faris had fun activities planned for the students during lunch, and the Student
Council students assisted.
Our Student Council Assembly, which will recognize the Fall Student Council members,
will be held in conjunction with the Noon Games Assembly on Monday, Feb. 11, at 8:45 a.m. in
the MultiPurpose Room. Spring elections are coming up. We have a number of events to plan
for the second half of the school year.

The Longley Way Lion
Kindness Week!
Written by Morgan Montgomery and Elizabeth Shia

Kindness week encourages children to
be kind, and thanks to Ms. Faris it is supported.
She supports it by planning fun activities for
the week which are: spirit day dress ups, lunch
kindness station, and the kindness checklists.
Ms.Faris’ favorite activity is the the Spirit day
dress up, and Ms. Faris’ least favorite part
about kindness week is that it is stressful for
her. Next year, she would like to add
kindness lessons. Her job for this week is to
pass out work for kindness week. Ms. Faris’s
goal for everyone is to recognize the kind
things they already do and to encourage kids to
be kind. She is very excited for kindness week.

THANK YOU MS.FARIS!
Mrs. Caro’s class is
“wild about kindness”.

We are “rounding
up” kindness at
Longley Way!

Our First STEM Night
at Longley Way
Written by Nano Acker

The STEM Night on January 25 was a
exciting event! Students of all ages got
the chance to go and build a robot. The
fun part of the event was building the
two types of robots. There was a crab
and a brush robot. The crab had sensors
on it that detected if it was about to fall
of a table of ledge. The brush robot went
in a circle sweeping.
Thank you PTA for holding this event.

