NOVEMBER 2018
Marilyn Walther, Principal

Office: 724-463-8566 Fax: 724-465-8612

The Principal’s Perspective
It’s November already! Autumn has arrived along with the daylight
hours getting shorter. I enjoy this time of year and claim Thanksgiving
as my favorite holiday. It’s the calm before the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season. There are no gifts to buy and little shopping to be
done, so it’s the perfect time for counting blessings, being thankful and
enjoying family and friends.

Reminder:
The school day hours begin at 9:00 a.m. and end at 3:40 p.m.
Students are to be seated in their homerooms and ready for class no
later than 9:00 a.m. The building will open at 8:35 a.m. for student
arrival. Please be aware that students should not arrive earlier than
8:35 a.m. as there isn’t any one available to supervise them.
After Hours:
The school office closes at 4:00 p.m. If you have any questions
concerning your child’s bus, please call the Krise Bus Company at
724-349-3944. Thank You.

31st

The first quarter ended on October
and report cards will be sent
home on November 8th. Now is a good time to check your child’s
academic progress to make sure they are on track with their grades by
completing homework assignments and studying for tests. If you have
a question or concern you can contact your child’s teacher anytime by
phone or email; they will be happy to talk with you.

School Safety:
School safety continues to be a priority. It is important to know that the
procedures we put into place, while sometimes inconvenient, are
designed to keep everyone safe. Please note that all visitors to the
building must call ahead to notify the office of their arrival. Even if we
know who you are, there can be no exceptions to this policy. Please
help us maintain a safe environment by calling ahead. Thank you!

All of our students have completed the baseline i-Ready assessments
in both reading and math. Additionally, students reading levels have
been identified through our Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark
Assessment (F&P). These assessments provide us with important data
that is useful for planning instruction as well as monitoring your child’s
progress. This information can be obtained from your child’s teacher
and will also be shared this month at Parent/Teacher conferences.

Arrival/Dismissal - Important Information
The district currently provides bus transportation for all students.
Families, however, may still choose to have their child walk to and from
school or they may want to have their child be a car kid. In order to
ensure student arrival and dismissal is safe for all students, we have
implemented certain drop off and pick up procedures. These
procedures may not always be convenient, but they were designed
with safety in mind. Staff members will be outside to make sure the
process runs smoothly. Please review the following arrival and
dismissal procedures. Delays are to be expected for the first few weeks
of school. We thank you in advance for your patience and cooperation
as we work through the fastest and safest way to dismiss our students.

Our Veteran’s Day program will be held on Friday, November 9th at
9:30 am. Students in both 4th and 5th grade will be presenting a
program to honor those that have served our country. We invite you to
join us in showing our gratitude for their service.
Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled for Tuesday, November
13th. This is a great time to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss
their school progress. If you would like to schedule a meeting, please
contact your child’s teacher for an appointment time.
We will continue our Threat Preparedness training with our students
and staff. This month we will be walking students to each of our rally
(meeting) points so students know where to go in case of an
emergency.

Arrival Procedures: If you choose to drop your child off in the
morning, travel down 15th street and make a left onto School Street.
You can drop your child off at that section of the sidewalk. They will
then walk up the sidewalk to the main entrance. Please do not drop off
at the main entrance doors. Those spots are reserved for the busses.

As we celebrate Thanksgiving this month and reflect on the many
blessings we enjoy, let us remember those who are less fortunate and
also those that have experienced the loss of a loved one. Keep them in
your thoughts and prayers. May you and your family enjoy a Happy
Thanksgiving!

Daylight Savings Time ends on
November 4. Remember to turn
your clocks back one hour.

Marilyn Walther
Principal
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Dismissal Procedures: To keep the buses on schedule, at the end of
the day we will be dismissing the students riding buses first. Walkers
and car pick-ups will be dismissed after the first wave of buses.

call the transportation office at (724) 463-7591 during the week before
school begins. For student safety, please do not change buses during
the school year. For cases of family emergency, requests to have
your son/daughter ride a different bus must be made in writing
and submitted in advance to the office. All bus students should plan
to ride the bus on the first day of school. Any transportation corrections
or problems can be identified if all riders are on board. If you have a
problem and need to speak to someone, please call Krise Bus Service,
724-349-3944.

Important – If you are picking your child up after school, please make
sure to do that on the Wine Avenue side of the building. Your
passenger door should be on the same side as the sidewalk so your
child can safely enter the car. Students are not permitted to cross the
street to get into your car. Please stay in your car! For safety reasons
we cannot release students to walk to your car, even if you escort
them. Pull your car all the way down to street toward the stop sign on
Washington Street. This is important as it will allow the maximum
number of cars to line up without blocking the intersection. Staff will
walk to your car to get your child’s name. They will radio inside and
your child will then be released to get into your car.

Change in Transportation — Important Information
If you need to change your child’s dismissal plan, please send a dated
and signed note to the office in the morning of the change. If dismissal
plans change during the day, please contact the office before 3:00
P.M. so we have enough time to implement the change. Thank you.

Bus Assignments:
Bus assignments will be mailed home. If your child rides a bus and
you do not receive a postcard listing his/her bus information, please

School Office Hours
The office hours are 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Before 7:30 a.m. and after
4:00 p.m. the answering machine will pick up your call so you can
leave a message. After school, if you have any questions concerning
your child’s bus, please call the Krise Bus Company at 724-349-3944.

Videotaping/Photographing in School
During the school year we videotape and photograph many school
activities such as concerts, plays, and talent shows. These pictures,
plus candid shots, may be used in our annual yearbook or used on our
website. In addition, student teachers may videotape themselves
teaching a lesson, as part of their professional development. If you
have any objection to your child being photographed or
videotaped in any of these circumstances, please write a letter to
the office as soon as possible, stating your objection and
providing your child or children’s names.

Emergency Cards – Must be LEGIBLE
New emergency care cards will be sent home with your child. Please
review the information for each child. Please pay careful attention
when filling in the requested information, especially the name of a
friend or relative to be called in case of injury or illness if the
parent/guardian cannot be reached. Please remember to sign and date
the bottom of the card. To maintain accurate records, please notify the
school if there is an address or telephone number change during the
school year. Also, if you wish to change the person whose telephone
number we have on file, please call at your earliest convenience.

Important Early Dismissal Information
You will need to provide verification of appointments when your child is
either late to school or leaving early. When excusing your son/daughter
from school for a doctor/dentist visit, please remember to ask the
doctor for an excuse verifying the appointment. The excuse can be
turned into the office upon your child’s return to school. In accordance
with our attendance policy, any early dismissal will be considered an
unexcused absence from school for the time out of the building if a
medical excuse is not submitted within three (3) days of the date of
dismissal. It is important to note that students are not permitted to
make up any work/tests for unexcused absences. The unexcused time
out of the building will be accrued until three (3) hours has accumulated
at which point a half day unexcused absence will be assessed.

Classroom Access
Our teachers are always happy to meet with you and will schedule
conferences when needed. Since our students arrive at 8:35 a.m., this
is not a time when teachers can give you their attention to address
student issues. If you need to meet with a teacher, please email or
phone to set up a time. Also remember, teachers leave the building at
4:00 p.m. so no one is permitted back in the classrooms after this time.

Also, it is imperative that you call the school when your child is going to be absent for any reason.

OUR MISSION
TO PROVIDE SUPPORTIVE AND ENGAGING EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES THAT PREPARE STUDENTS TO
BE PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS WHO POSITIVELY IMPACT SOCIETY.
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Elementary Report Card Information
Report cards
End of Grading
Quarter
distributed to
Period
Students
1

October 31, 2018

November 8, 2018

2

January 18, 2019

January 28, 2019

3

March 27, 2019

April 4, 2019

4

June 5, 2019

May 25, 2019

Indiana County Helpline:
The Indiana County Department of Human Services and the United Way of Indiana County partnered with PA 2-1-1 Southwest to bring a
free human service Helpline to Indiana County in February of 2013. County residents are able to dial 2-1-1 and be connected with a live
operator 24 hours per day, seven days a week/365 days per year who can connect them with human services help. Please share this
number with family and friends who may not be sure where to turn for help with such things as emergency shelter, food banks, crisis
intervention, childcare, and other health & human service resources. Human Service information may also be found at www.pa211sw.org,
or at www.humanservices-countyofindiana.org Questions about the Helpline? Call 724-463-8200, ext 4217.

We always welcome parents in our building for all kinds of
reasons. It is these opportunities that parents have to see
our students and staff in action that helps to create the
close atmosphere we have at Eisenhower. Many parents
come in and have lunch with their child in the cafeteria.
You are always welcome to do so and please remember to
call in ahead of time. I would ask that you do not bring in
fast food or food from restaurants. It is upsetting for
children whose parents do not come in to school to see
you with your child having lunch. It is extra difficult to see
their neighbor eating a happy meal.
Please do not
misunderstand, you are always welcome and your children
love having you come in. When you decide to come for
lunch, bring something from home or buy from the
cafeteria. Thank you!

Also, it is imperative that you call the school when your child is going
to be absent for any reason.
PLEASE BE AWARE
It is important for your child to attend and be on time for school on a daily
basis. Please review these arrival and dismissal times.







Starting time is 9 a.m. There is no outside supervision for
students who arrive before 8:35 a.m.
Dismissal time is 3:40 p.m.
Arrival between 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. = tardy
Arrival between 10:31 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. = ½ day absent
Arrival after 12:30 p.m. = Full day absent
Departure between 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. and NOT
returning to school = ½ day absent

Eisenhower Elementary School will be collecting non-perishable food items and monetary donations
in order to provide a happier holiday season for the less fortunate of Indiana County from Monday,
November 5th through Friday, November 16th. Last year the organization was able to supply
“Love Baskets” to over 700 families at Christmas. In addition to the items that you donate, the
organization was also able to give each family a turkey, potatoes, fresh fruit, and bread, so monetary
donations are greatly appreciated. Any food that is not distributed at Christmas is then used to provide
emergency assistance throughout the year.
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SCHOOL DELAYS OR CANCELLATIONS: In bad weather, or for
any emergency when school may be closed, delayed, or dismissed
early, announcements will be made on the radio and TV. Radio
stations announcing this information are: WCCS (1160 AM) and
WDAD (1450AM). TV stations are: WTAE (Channel 4) and WPXI
(Channel 11). If you are connected to the Internet, go to
www.iu28.org/ and click on “Schoolcast” for the latest information on
school closings and delays.

3.
4.

5.

PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL ON SCHOOL DELAYS OR
CANDELLATIONS: We must keep our phone lines open for
emergency communications.

6.

Be sure to have a back-up plan with your children in case of an
unscheduled early dismissal. Arrangements should be made ahead
of time for emergency childcare if needed.

7.

DELAY TO CANCELLATIONS: Sometimes school is cancelled after
a delay has been called. Continue to listen to your radio/TV for
updates.
2-HOUR DELAYS: Children who ride buses should report to their
bus stop 2 hours later than normal. All children should report to
school by 11:00 a.m. Breakfast will not be served on days with a
delay. Dismissal will be at 3:40 p.m. as usual.

8.
9.

EMERGENCY EARLY DISMISSALS: It is important that parents
establish a plan for their children in the event of an unscheduled
early dismissal. Your children should know what they are to do if
school is dismissed early. It is impossible for us to alert everyone by
phone when this happens. You will receive a BLUE DISMISSAL
PAPER early in the school year asking you to indicate how your child
is to be dismissed on these days. We do not permit children to call
home on these days. Teachers will follow the dismissal information
that you provide to us.

Snacks (Found on the Nutritional Information label of the item)
 No more than 200 total calories per package
 No more than thirty-five percent (35%) calories from fat
 No more than ten percent (10%) calories from saturated fat
 No more than 480 mg sodium
 No more than thirty-five percent (35%) sugar by weight
 Excludes fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds, and nut butters
Beverages
 One hundred percent (100%) fruit and vegetable juice, limited
to 12 oz. portion size
 Fat-free and one percent (1%) milk, 8-16 oz. portion size
 Water and flavored water without added sugar, unlimited
portion size
 Caffeine free except flavored milk
 Carbonated water and carbonated one hundred percent
(100%) fruit juice with USDA approval

IASD’s auto-dialer system notifies parents of an early dismissal. The
system will continue to call until it reaches a person. It will not leave a
message. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL. We must keep
our phone lines open for emergency communications.
Snacks (birthday snacks) (Language taken directly from the
Elementary Handbook) - When considering what snacks to send to
school with your child, please consider these helpful notes from our
school district wellness policy. More information about Board Policy
246
(Student
Wellness)
can
be
found
at
http://iasd.schoolwires.net/Page/104.
1.

2.

Exclusive competitive food and/or beverage contracts shall be
approved by the Board in accordance with provisions of law.
Nutrition information for a la carte snacks and beverages offered
in snack bars, meal service lines, vending and school stores is
readily available to students, parents/guardians and the school
community.
Nutritious and appealing foods such as fruits, vegetables, low
and nonfat dairy products and whole grain products will be
available wherever food is sold or offered on the school campus
during the school day.
All a la carte snacks and beverages offered for sale to students
during the school day comply with the USDA regulations
prohibiting the sale of foods of minimal nutritional value.
A minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) of snack foods sold in
vending machines, snack bars, and school stores as well as a la
carte offerings that are part of the school meals program will
meet the criteria outlined below. This seventy-five percent (75%)
level represents a required minimum standard. The percentage
of foods and beverages meeting these parameters may be
increased at any time by the recommendation of the Indiana
Area School District Wellness Committee.
Food shall not be used in the schools as a reward or
punishment.
As a guideline for party planning, please adhere to the 3-1 ratio
where for each non-preferred item, three healthier options
(fruits, vegetables, milk) are available as well.

Birthday Snacks
When students have a birthday, if a parent decides to provide a
snack for the class, we ask that he/she follows the healthy snack
guidelines and wellness policy found within this section of the
newsletter.

Competitive foods are defined as foods offered at school other
than through the National School Lunch or School Breakfast
Programs and include a la carte foods, snacks and beverages;
vending food, snacks and beverages; school store food, snacks
and beverages; fundraisers; classroom parties; holiday
celebrations; and food from home.
All competitive foods available to students in district schools
shall comply with the Indiana Area School District Nutritional
Standards for Competitive Foods which are available on the
district’s website (www.iasd.cc). The nutritional standards shall
be implemented as a three (3) step plan.

Party Invitations - Party invitations may ONLY be distributed at
school if every member of the child’s class is invited (or all of the
boys in the class for a boy’s party/all of the girls in the class for a
girl’s party). Children’s feelings are easily hurt when they are not
included for these events, so we respectfully ask that parents mail
invitations when fewer students are involved. Thank you for your
cooperation.
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Attendance Procedures - Please call the school office, (724) 4638566 by 8:30 a.m. if your child is absent from school. Unless we
have had contact with the parent or guardian of an absent student, a
phone call will be placed to the home of each absent student. Your
call in to the office will expedite the process. The district has an
automated calling system that will call your home when your child is
reported absent. It will ask you to state the reason why your child is
absent and will hang up when you are done talking. This does not
take the place of a written excuse for your child’s absence. A
written excuse from the parent is required when a student returns
to school from an absence. The excuse is required within (3)
school days following the student’s return. If the reason for the
absence is not valid, or the excuse is not submitted within the
(3) day limit, the absence will be recorded as
unexcused. Pennsylvania state law requires that all students attend
school when school is in session. Excused absences are for reasons
of illness, recovery from accident or injury, required court attendance,
or death in the family. Absences for educational trips must be
approved in advance by the building principal to be considered an
excused absence from school.

Due to the nature of the elementary school setting, teachers will
occasionally invite parents in for a classroom performance. These
events do not require obtaining clearances. For each event, a list of
attendees is required and coordinated through the classroom
teacher. This list is not required for evening events such as Back-toSchool nights, Orientations, Academic Project Fairs, etc.
Child Abuse Clearance Act 151
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/findaform/childabusehistoryclearanceform
s/index.htm
This clearance can be completed online with a response usually the
same day. You may also print and complete the form and send it to
the address indicated on it. Results take 3-5 weeks to be returned.
Criminal Background check by PA state police Act 34

https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp;jsessionid=0AA0F253556794EB
C86C4FE9EBC48D20
To do this online, fill out the required information. You will have the
results back in a matter of minutes. Print several copies of the
results from the screen or save it as a PDF file to be accessed
later because the watermark in the printout will not show if
copied. You may also submit it the form by mail with results received
in a few weeks.

Attendance and Truancy – Absence from school can certainly have
a negative impact on academic achievement. While special
circumstances do occasionally arise, Indiana County has
recommended that each district implement the Indiana County
Truancy Referral protocol.
 Accumulation of 10 absences (excused or unexcused) may
require submission of a medical excuse for each
subsequent absence.
 On the 4th day after an absence occurs, if a valid excuse is
not submitted, the absence is deemed unexcused.
 The following will occur beginning with the 3 rd unexcused
incident:
o 3rd – Official notice of child’s third unlawful
absence is sent home via certified letter and
Children and Youth Services (CYS) is notified
o 4th – A Truancy Elimination Plan (TEP) is
developed
o 5th – Charges are filed with the magistrate for
each subsequent unexcused absence
o 6th – A truancy Referral is sent to CYS

FBI Fingerprint clearance Act 114
(If you have been a PA resident for 10 or more years, you may waive
this with the signed affidavit. See information above.) (THIS HAS
CHANGED FROM PREVIOUS YEARS) Please follow the
directions:
Effective November 28, 2017, the PDE has changed vendors for FBI
fingerprint clearance from Cogent to IDEMIA. Cost is $22.60.
Registration is required in order to have fingerprints taken.

















Clearances - Act 34 (Criminal Record), Act 151 (Child Abuse), Act
114 (FBI Fingerprint)
Act 153 of 2014 amends the Child Protective Services Law. As part
of this law, all chaperones and volunteers are required to provide the
school district with clearance
certifications (Act 34 Criminal Record Check, Act 114 FBI Fingerprint
Clearance and Act 151 Child Abuse History Clearance) that are less
than five (5) years old. Chaperones and volunteers that have been
residents of Pennsylvania for ten (10) or more years can sign an
affidavit in lieu of applying for the Act 114 FBI clearance. Clearance
packets are available in the main office. The Act 34 and 151
clearances are free for volunteers, but may not be used for
employment purposes.
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Go to IDEMIA’s website: https://uenroll.identogo.com/
Enter Service Code “1KG6XN” and press “continue”
Select Schedule or Manager Appointment
Enter name, birthdate, email and phone number
Create a security question and answer (remember for
future reference)
Enter citizenship information
Enter answers to personal questions
Enter personal information
Enter address
Choose document that you will bring with you for ID
Select location
Schedule appointment
Submit registration
Print confirmation
Payment is processed when prints are taken
Provide UEID to employer once the prints have been
processed

Building Security - Our school is locked at all times. Please enter our school using the main entrance. Press the buzzer outside the main entrance
door and identify yourself to the office secretary. You will then be admitted to the building, providing you called in advance to set up an appointment.
All visitors to the building must proceed directly to the main office to sign in and receive a visitor’s badge. Please do not proceed through the building
without signing in at the office. For student safety and building security it is essential that we know who is in the building at all times.
If you are dropping something off for your student’s class or for your child, please permit our staff to be of service in delivering the items with the
least amount of interruption to teacher instruction and student learning.
2018-2019 Student Accident Insurance
If you wish to purchase the Voluntary Student Accident Insurance for your child, a brochure and enrollment form can be found on the school district
website, www.iasd.cc in the Students & Parents tab.

The Food Service wants to remind parents that they are welcome to
join their students for lunch.
Please call ahead with your menu choice prior to arrival.
(we ask that you do not bring in any fast food into the school)
Thank You!
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CLASSROOM NEWS
4th Grade
Math
In November, fourth graders will be applying their understanding of basic multiplication to larger two and three digit
multiplication problems. We will share and practice a few different strategies for solving these problems, and we
encourage students to use whichever strategy the feel the most comfortable with. During this month, we will also focus on
factors, multiples, prime and composite numbers, and expressing multiplication problems as multiplicative
comparisons. Continue practicing those smaller multiplication facts at home!
Science and Social Studies
The fourth grade classes have recently finished their studies of the Northeast, Midwest, and Southwest Regions of the
United States. The second and third quarters will focus on science content. Before beginning science, students will
prepare for the Veterans Day Assembly, November 9. They will be singing, making decorations, and discussing the
importance of veterans. To kick-off their two quarters of science-related content, the fourth grade classes will first study
the scientific method and complete STEAM activities. They will then begin an Ecology Unit.

English / Language Arts
Fall is upon us and the students have been busy in ELA. Our classes are learning about character traits, figurative
language, sequencing, main idea/supporting details, fluency and comprehension strategies. Since each student was
tested using the Fountas and Pinnell Guided Reading Program, mini books are also being read on a weekly basis at their
tested reading levels. Our goal is always growth for each individual. We are also constructing personal narratives. We
can’t wait to hear all the stories! The 4th grade ELA team thanks you for your support with the nightly 15 minutes of
reading. It makes a difference

5th Grade
Math
Our math classes are deepening their knowledge of whole numbers and decimals. We been working hard on Zearn and
learning multiple strategies to understand the addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. To bring a real work
context to their learning, the children will be given the opportunity to create “Math Stores” and create word problems for
their classmates to solve in the coming weeks.
Science
Say "Boo" to Drugs! Our students have been enjoying many activities to improve their understanding of substance use. We
began our discussion by talking about how peer pressure can be both good and bad. This lead into thinking/talking about how
bad pressure can be like getting caught in a spider's web and the difficulty of getting out of bad situations. Currently, the
children and learning some common terminology associated with substances and the understanding that drugs can be both
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beneficial and harmful. Our unit will end with learning refusal techniques for saying "no" to peers when pressed to do something
we do not want to do.

English / Language Arts
Fifth grade would like to thank the chaperones that assisted with our field trip to Fort Ligonier. The students learned
valuable information that relates towards their studies of the American Revolution.
In their reading class, students are completing their “What a Veteran Means to Me” writing assignment. The assignment
will be shared with the veterans and parents on Veteran’s Day. The book report assignment was assigned on October
th
24 and will be due December 17. We also appreciate the efforts from home in having you child read and work on I-ready
for 15 minutes a night for homework. These two small homework assignments will help prepare your child for a smooth
transition into the Indiana Jr. High next year. Thanks again for your support from home.

Social Studies
In social studies we have been studying the French and Indian War. We visited Fort Ligonier and enjoyed interacting with
the many reenactors that taught us about life during the colonial period in Pennsylvania. The children were able to meet
General Forbes, played colonial games (sack races, walked on stilts, played nine pins, checkers, badminton, hoop rolling,
and puzzles), made candles, toured the fort and museum.

Art
th
4 grade learners are creating the illusion of space and form in their foreground and background works. Using the
elements of art, they are creating shadows by applying darker values to certain areas of their objects. This learning allows
students to create more realistic looking drawings to better communicate his or her ideas.
th

5 grade learners are beginning to apply their new color knowledge as they plan their “Tertiary World” artworks. The goal
of this lesson is to understand how much color impacts our world, sometimes without us even noticing!
The school year is off to a great start. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact me
at jrinkevich@iasd.cc. I look forward to working with you and your child to make the 2018-2019 school year a fun and
educational one!
Dr. Rinkevich

Physical Education
Physical Education is off and running. Students have worked on cooperative games and Football in PE class, We are
starting this month with tag games and moving into basketball towards the end of the month. All of the students have
been working great together.
Students will be bringing home their fitness challenge for November within the week, please check my district website for
a printable November challenge. Please encourage your child to participate. We are trying to increase Cardiovascular
fitness outside of their Physical Education Class. Information on the Elk Hoop Shoot should be coming home around the
end of this month.
WIth the weather getting colder please remind your child to pack the appropriate clothing on days that they have Physical
Education. Please be sure that your student is wearing/bringing tennis shoes on PE days. In the gym, students are
expected to practice safety, sportsmanship, respect, and to always give their best effort. All of these expectations will
culminate into their grade for the grading period.
- Mrs. Popson
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BCIT
Students in 5th grade will be working with PowerPoint to create presentations that include bulleted lists, pictures,
animation, and transition. Fourth graders are learning about the purpose of various computer components including input,
processing, storage, and output devices. They are also working with Microsoft Word. Both grades continue to learn and
practice correct keyboarding skills.

Google Accounts: All students have a google account that can be used to access documents created and stored in their
Google Drive. If applicable, they can also see assignments posted on Google Classroom by their respective teachers.
Students can access their Google accounts at home by following this example for ahypothetical student named Rudolf
Reindeer with a student number of 12345. The email address begins with the student’s first initial and last
name followed by aperiod and the year of graduation and @myiasd.cc.
Google email: rreindeer.2026@myiasd.cc (current 5th grader)
Google email: rreindeer.2027@myiasd.cc (current 4th grader)
Password: 12345iasd (student number plus the letters “iasd”)
Please note that student Google accounts are managed by IASD and are intended to be used for school purposes
Thank you! Mrs. Peightal

A NOTE FROM THE PODIUM

Our Instrumental Program and Chorus Program are developing as the students start to prepare for their holiday concert!
Students currently studying a band instrument have been attending their lessons, progressing forward in their book and
th
mastering concepts taught in their weekly lessons. Students in 5 grade have received their band music and chorus
music for the holiday concert, and are “off and running” with our rehearsals. One of the largest influences our students
have with playing an instrument is you the parent, and we appreciate the support you give to our school’s program and
the motivation you give at home with personal practice. It is an exciting year for our Instrumental Program! This past
month in our general music classes have been full of exploring musical topics such as eighth note rhythmic patterns,
understanding various meters, understanding an practicing phrasing a melody through the use of Orff instruments, as well
as exploring genres of music including Rhythm and Blues, Caribbean music, soul music, and African folk songs. As you
can see, there are many exciting things happening with our music department! Our holiday concert date is scheduled
for 7:00 p.m. December 4th, at the Junior High. We hope to see you there!

Library
Save a turkey. Feast on BOOKS! Here is an overview of what students will be focusing on during the next few weeks in
Library:
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th

4 Grade – Exploring POWER Library’s online databases, and fall literature appreciation. Then, we will begin our Tour of
the States project (developing information literacy skills through research, note-taking, citing sources in order to create a
state presentation in BCIT).
th
5 Grade – Reviewing POWER Library’s online databases in preparation of our research project. It will be a collaborative
project designed for students that spans across multiple curriculums. Fifth Grade will have some time for fall literature
appreciation, too.
A huge THANK YOU to all students, parents, volunteers, teachers, staff and administration who made this year’s
Scholastic Book Fair a success! Our school earns a percentage of the profit and benefits from your purchases. Also,
students would like to extend thanks to individuals who participated in All for Books (see our next newsletter issue for
donor names)! We were able to select additional books from the Scholastic Book Fair, which will help to maintain, and
build our library collection.
Your support of the Book Fair is one reason we have such wonderful readers at Eisenhower!
KEEP CALM, and READ ON--Mrs. Greene

Notes from the Nurse:
Have you and your children received your flu shots yet? If not, now is an excellent time to get your shots. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention recommends that everyone 6 months and older receive an annual flu shot unless they have a
severe allergy to chicken eggs or any other substance in the flu vaccine.

Attention 5th grade Parents:
In your child's 1st quarter report card, you will find forms for a physical examination. The Public School Code requires a physical
examination of students entering 6th grade. A physical examination completed one year prior to the entry into 6th grade is
acceptable. You may choose to have a private examination done by your child's physician or elect to have a school physical
exam completed by Dr. Lubold at the Junior High. Please return completed forms to Mrs. Reilly and I will forward them to the
Junior High School Nurse, Mrs. Brenda Pearce.
Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions.
Mrs. Small and I look forward to caring for your children. Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions.
Respectfully,
Mrs. Nicole Reilly, RN
Certified School Nurse
nreilly@iasd.cc
(724) 463-8566 ext. 3
Mrs. Anita Small, LPN
(724) 463-8566, ext. 2
asmall@iasd.cc
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Dates to Remember:
Reflections Program: Thursday, November 1 @ 6:30 pm- Ben Franklin Gymnasium
Veteran's Day Program: Friday, November 9 - both schools
Pie Shoppe Order pick up: Friday, November 9 @4-6:00pm - Ben Franklin
PTA Meeting: Wednesday, November 14 @ 6:30 pm - Eisenhower, Room 11
Eisenhower Holiday Workshop: Thursday 12/6 and Friday 12/7 @ chool hours
Fall Fundraiser:
Orders from the Pie Shoppe will be ready for pick up on Friday, November 9th from 4-6:00pm at Ben Franklin.
The Schwans-Cares fundraiser continues thru the holidays! Purchase a $25 E-gift card for yourself or as a gift
and $10 is donated to our PTA. Please use campaign ID 41821 when ordering by phone 1-855-870-7208 or
online. Thanks again for your support!
REFLECTIONS: Please join us for the Reflections Program on Thursday, November 1st at 6:30pm in the Ben
Franklin Gymnasium. All of our student's artwork will be on display and awards will be presented during this
program. Light refreshments will also be provided by the PTA. Look for the list of winners to be announced in
the December Newsletter.
Veteran's Day Programs: The Veteran's Day Programs will be held at both schools on Friday, November 9th.
A flyer with more information will be sent home with your student.
Holiday Workshop: Our elves are preparing the Holiday Workshop for students to shop for their family and
friends this holiday season! Eisenhower is scheduled on Thursday and Friday, 12/6- 12/7.
If you are interested in helping to wrap presents, shop with students, or set up/tear down the workshop, please
contact Gigi Donatelli-Lyons at gdonatelli524@hotmail.com.
Our SCHOOL SPIRIT apparel website is open for the entire school year. There will be some specials for the
upcoming Holiday Season, so keep it in mind when shopping for Indiana students. The website is
www.indianaspiritwear.com. Anyone can order, please share the website with family and friends!
Refunding:
The Fall Refunding contest just ended and results are being tallied. The winning homerooms ( one from each
school) will get a reward for their classroom that is chosen by their teacher. Watch for the winning classrooms
to be announced in the December Newsletter. Please continue to collect your Box Tops, Tyson labels, and
Coke Rewards all year. We will have another contest in the spring! Great job everyone!
Yearbook: We need lots of photos for our yearbook! We also want to ensure all students are represented in
the yearbook, so we need your help! All are welcome to upload school event photos to our website for
yearbook consideration. The link for submitting photos website is www.hjeshare.com. Our school code is
bfe2019. Please be sure to enter pertinent information about the photo in order for it to upload and for proper
placement in the yearbook.
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Amazon Smile: You can support our school by adding Ben Franklin/Eisenhower PTA as your charity.
Amazon will donate a percentage of sales back to the school if purchases are made thru the Amazon smile
link. Bookmark the link below and use it when you shop at Amazon. Share the link with family and friends!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-5576219
Shutterfly: If you order from Shutterfly for photo gifts this season, be sure to use the storefront link for Ben
Franklin/Eisenhower school. Shutterfly will donate a percentage of sales back to our school when this link is
used during orders: www.bf-ike.shutterflystorefront.com. Share this with family and friends as well!
Join the Ben Franklin/Eisenhower PTA Today! Membership is just $7.00 per year per member and
enrollment is open year-round. The PTA welcomes all levels of involvement—whether it may be some of your
time, donation of supplies or food items for various events. There is a place for everyone! The more members
we have, the greater benefits we can offer our children. With the upcoming classroom parties, keep in mind
that you must be a member to participate. If you need an application, there are copies available in both school
offices. Please be sure to check with the secretary that your clearances are on file and up-to-date for other
events you may want to be involved with throughout the year. Thank you for all you do for the children of Ben
Franklin and Eisenhower schools. Any questions, contact: Amy Montgomery at amymont125@gmail.com

4th & 5th Grade - Guidance Lesson – Cyber bullying

What is cyberbullying, and how do you deal with it?
Students discussed the positive and negative aspects of interacting with others
online. There were a lot of positive aspects of using social media; however, the negative
aspects could be serious.
Students learned the definition of cyberbullying and helped the counselor fill in a worksheet
that compares in-person bullying with cyberbullying. The students were given the
opportunity to share personal stories about their encounters with others interacting
negatively through cyber media and discussed how it was handled.
 They learned to block the person bullying them… tell an adult
 Collect the evidence… take a screen shot…tell an adult
 Do Not respond… tell an adult
Students were encouraged to take the worksheet home and discuss it with their
parents/guardians. They were encouraged to review their family’s expectations and rules
when using social media.
Please remember to review with your children your rules and expectations when using social
media.
I can be reached at Eisenhower Elementary – 724-463-8566 extension 6203
Horace Mann Elementary – 724-463-8560 extension 127
bambrisco@iads.cc
Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any concerns.
12
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

Reflections Program at
Ben Franklin, 6:30 p.m.

Day 5

4 Daylight Savings
Time ends!!

5

6

7

8

9

Book Fair

Book Fair

Book Fair

Book Fair
Report Cards go
home

Veterans Day
Assembly, 9;45 am

Family Night (book fair),
4:00-6:00 pm (rm. 11)

Day 2

Day 4

14 Love Basket
PTA Meeting at
Eisenhower, 6:30 p.m.

15 Love Basket

16 Love Basket

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

21
NO SCHOOL

22 NO SCHOOL

23
NO SCHOOL

12

13

Veteran’s Day

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL FOR
STUDENTS
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

18

20

Day 5

10

Book Fair

Day 3

11

25

Day 1

Day 1

Day 5

Day 1

26
NO SCHOOL

27

28

29

30

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

17

24

2nd Annual
Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA
2018-2019 Direct Donation
Fundraiser
This OPT-OUT fundraiser went over well for us last year, so we are doing
it again! For those of you who do not care for fundraisers and selling items
to friends and family, we are holding our 2nd Annual Direct Donation
Drive! You can help the PTA- with NOTHING to SELL!! You can make
a direct contribution to our school, which is greatly appreciated, and then
disregard the fundraising packets knowing you've already helped!
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO KEEP OUR STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES AND EVENTS GOING!
EXAMPLES HOW THE PTA USED THE MONEY LAST YEAR:
Field trips & Buses: $9,950
Carnegie Science Center Assemblies: $1,100
Student Planners: $2,085
Awards Programs: $787
HOW THIS FUNDRAISER BENEFITS YOU:
NOTHING TO SELL!! 100% Tax Deductible
100% of the money collected goes toward our school
Donations can be returned in an envelope, labeled for Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA, or they may be dropped off
directly to the main office at either school.
Please be sure to fill out all information below and make checks payable to "Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA"

____________________________________________
I appreciate what our PTA does for my student(s) and our school and I would like to contribute.
Enclosed please find a gift of:
_____$20

_____$30

_____$50

_____$40

_____$75

$_________ I love the idea of having nothing to buy or sell!
(Enter Your Own Amount)

Name:___________________________________ Student Name:_______________________________
Email:________________________________________ HomeRoom:_____________________
Thank you for your support!!!
Please make any checks payable to "Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA"

Help us raise money with delicious food delivered to your door.
You have been invited to support our Schwan's Cares™ fundraiser for Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA.
Shop online from over 300 high-quality foods that go from the freezer to table in minutes. With Schwan's
a quality meal is always within reach.

®

foods,

When you order by Jan 19 2019, a percentage of your order will be contributed towards our fundraising goal!

Here are two ways to support us:
Order Online
1.
2.
3.
4.

Visit schwans-cares.com/c/41821
Click "Shop Now".
Select team member (if applicable).
Start Shopping!

Order By Phone
Call 1-855-870-7208 and provide,
Campaign ID 41821 and,
Fundraiser ID (if applicable).

Autumn is upon us, and our orchestras are in high gear preparing for our fall concerts!
Elementary Orchestra is meeting each Wednesday morning and will be performing in
the November 19 (7:00) concert at the JH Auditorium. The JH and SH orchestras are
rehearsing daily, playing music from the traditional string repertoire as well as
alternative styles of string playing. Our Corelli Chamber Strings ensemble at the JH is
preparing to perform in the annual Veterans Day Assembly at the Junior High. In our
school orchestra program, we work closely with our IASD-approved string curriculum,
which was developed in conjunction with the standards established by the Pennsylvania
Department of Education and the guidelines of the American String Teachers
Association.
For your information, we are streamlining the ways that we “get the word out” with
regard to our string program. Our IASD strings website (see the link below) will be the
primary source for information on each of our string orchestras. The IASD Blog will be
discontinued this month. In this way, parents and students need only look in one
location for information and updates from our school orchestra program. The Indie
Strings Twitter feed will continue to function as an outreach to the larger string
community.
Daily practice and lessons are a critical component to growing as musicians. Many of
our string students are studying privately in the community: through the IUP String
Project, with local string teachers, and with teachers in Greensburg and Pittsburgh.
Please continue to encourage your child to practice daily and attend lessons, either in
school or outside of our school community.
Upcoming dates:
Friday, November 9 Veterans Day Assembly at JH
Corelli Chamber Strings
Monday, November 19
Elementary/JH Orchestra Concert
7:00 PM (Call time
is 6:30)
Monday, December 3
Senior High Orchestra Concert 7:30 PM (Call time is 7:00)
Please watch the website for additional holiday dates.
Email: jlaird@iasd.cc
IASD Orchestra website: https://sites.google.com/iasd.cc/iasdorchestras/home
Twitter: @IndieStrings

IASD 2018-2019
TESTING, MEASUREMENT, AND INDIVIDUAL APPRAISAL PROGRAM
Test

Administered

Grade
Level

W-APT

Throughout the year
upon enrollment

Phelps Kindergarten Readiness Scale

Spring

Speech/Language Screening

January/February

DIBELS & Number Knowledge Test

Periodically according to
RtII

K-2

Assessment of progress in reading and math
concepts

I Ready Math and Reading along with Fountas &
Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

3-4 times throughout the
school year

K-5

Measures progress over time in reading, math, and
language arts

Classroom Diagnostic Tests

On going

4-12

On-line diagnostic tests in Math, Language Arts,
Social Studies and Science

Keystone Exams (Winter) Wave I
Algebra I, Biology, Literature

December 3-14, 2018

7-11

Keystone Eligible Content/Retakes

Keystone Exams (Spring)
Algebra I, Biology, Literature

May 13-24, 2019

7-11

Keystone Eligible Content/End of Course
Assessment

PSSA English Language Arts (ELA)

April 15 - 26, 2019

3-8

PSSA Mathematics
Science
All Make-ups (ELA, Math, Science)

April 29 – May 3, 2019

Assessment of Writing achievement and Reading
comprehension
Assessment of Math concepts/problem solving
Assessment of Science

PASA – PA Alternate System of Assessment

TBD

ACCESS for ELLs (WIDA)
PSAT

January 8, 2019 to
February 22, 2019
Fall

PSAT 8/9

Fall

AGS Grade + (Group Reading & Diagnostic
Evaluation)
HEALTH SCREENING:
Medical Exam (Private or at school)
Dental Exam (Private or at school)
Body Mass Index
Vision, Height, Weight
Hearing Test
Scoliosis Screening

Spring

Life Steps Screenings

Fall

PreK

To determine need for OT, PT, Speech and/or
Autism services

Assessment Status Reports/Child Outcomes
Report/Creative Strategies

Fall/Winter/Spring

Prek

Assessment of the following categories: SocialEmotional, Physical, Language, Cognitive, Literacy,
Mathematics, Science & Technology, Social Studies,
the Arts, and English Language Acquisition as
necessary

Note: Dates may be subject to change.

K-12

Purpose

Prior to
entrance
2

3-8
4&8

3-8, 11
4 and 8
K-12
ESL students
10, 11
9
Title I
Students

Screening tool to determine English as a Second
Language needs
Assessment of readiness skills;
Title I identification
Assessment of speech and/or language difficulties

Measures the attainment of knowledge and skills of
students with cognitive disabilities (IDEA ’97)
Assessment of English language acquisition
Assessment of reading, writing and math skills to
determine early indicators of SAT success
Career Exploration
To determine growth in vocabulary, comprehension
& listening skills

During school
K or 1, 6, 11
K or 1, 3, 7
K – 12
K – 12
K – 3, 7, 11
6, 7
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