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A Message From Our Superintendent...
District-Wide Reconfiguration Proposal
for Developmental School Buildings;
K-2 (West), 3-5 (North), 6-8 (Middle School), and 9-12 (High School)
Dear Valued Community Members,

Mr. William Fetterhoff
Superintendent
Godwin Heights
Public Schools

First, I wish to thank all of you who attended our community forums on K-8
reconfiguration, participated in surveys, or shared your questions and in-sights.
Getting a district-wide perspective on the opportunities available was extremely
valuable and assisted administration in creating a recommendation to our school
board. I also wish to thank the staff of Godwin Heights Public Schools for their
partnership in addressing this opportunity with their input.
At the January 14th Board of Education meeting, District Reconfiguration was a
discussion item. At that time, I along with the district's administrative team,
recommended that the school board entertain "Kindergarten through Eighth Grade
Reconfiguration" as an action item at their next school board meeting in January.
Specifically, moving the fifth grade out of the middle school and back to elementary
programming. We would then create two developmental buildings; one early
elementary school [K-2 (at West Godwin)], one later elementary school
[3-5 (at North Godwin)], and change the sixth grade to function under the middle
school format (content by hours) as the seventh and eighth grades do already.
After our discussion, I anticipate the school board to take action at the January 28,
2019 Board of Education meeting.
The proposed reconfiguration directly addresses foundational safety and
appropriate developmental practices throughout our kindergarten through eighth
grades. The plan also allows for continuity for early and later elementary best
practices, while recommitting a focus on reading and literacy in the early grades.
The proposal also reduces the number of students in the middle school, allowing a
smaller student body for the academic and social emotional growth necessary for
high school success.
I wish to thank all of you for your time,
on-going support and ideas as we have
moved through this process. I and the
Godwin Heights administration will keep you
informed as we move forward toward the
next steps. As with any model, your
continued support, efforts, and commitment
are integral to the success of our students.
Yours in Education,
William L. Fetterhoff
Superintendent
Godwin Heights Public Schools

Mid-Winter Break
No School
Monday, February 18, 2019

Parent / Teacher
Conferences
Early dismissals —
Wednesday, March 27, 2019

&
Thursday, March 28, 2019

Spring Break
No School
Friday, March 29, 2019

through
Friday,
April 5, 2019

Classes Resume
Monday,
April 8, 2019

2019-2020
Kindergarten
Registration

Thursday, April 18, 2019
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Godwin’s New Girls Softball Coaches Are On Deck! Batters Up!
Welcome, Allie Van Dam—
Varsity Girls Softball Coach Allie Van Dam was introduced to the game of
softball in the 7th grade by friends who needed more players on their
summer team. After that first summer season, she was hooked! Van Dam
went on to play Little League, then elevated her game by playing on
Freshman, JV, and Varsity softball teams as both a left fielder and
3rd baseman at Lansing Sexton where she graduated in 2002.
At Michigan State University, Van Dam continued her passion for softball by
volunteering as the JV and Varsity assistant softball coach at her ala mater,
Lansing Sexton. In 2010 she became the head coach of the JV softball team at
Lansing Eastern and remained there for five seasons until she got married
and moved to the Grand Rapids area. Even in a new city, her love of
coaching continued. She secured a position as the head coach for Allendale
High School’s JV softball team for two seasons, all the while working as a
full-time teacher for Godwin Heights Public Schools. She feels fortunate to
be offered the head coaching position for the girls’ varsity softball team at
Godwin, and especially for her first season with the Wolverines in the fall of
2019. She has a huge love for the game of softball and looks forward to positively impacting the lives of student athletes.

Welcome, Kim Urbanski—
Godwin Middle School Girls Softball Coach Kim Urbanski has been around the game of softball as a player, coach and parent for many
years. Her career started when she was in 2nd grade, then continued through four years of varsity softball in high school, and another
four years at Alma College, mainly playing in the position of either first base or catcher.
Urbanski’s coaching experience has included Little League, JV, and Varsity softball positions. She spent six years coaching both
varsity and junior varsity teams at Grant Public Schools before coming to Godwin where she has been teaching art for 6 years.
She enlisted herself to lead and build the middle school softball program at Godwin because she enjoys teaching young people the
importance of being a student athlete. Urbanski believes that learning sportsmanship first-hand and absorbing the fundamentals of a
sport are the keys to building solid programs.

We Are Godwin!
Recent New Hires
Please join us in welcoming the
following new employees recently
hired within the Godwin Heights
Public School District:

UPCOMING DISTRICT
TESTING DATES 2019
Assessment

Grade Levels

Testing Window

PSAT

8th grade

February 28

Godwin Heights High School
Graciela Velazquez — ELL Paraprofessional

MI-Access/
M-STEP

5th, 8th & 11th grades

April 8 – May 3

North Godwin Elementary School

MI-Access/
M-STEP

3rd, 4th, 6th & 7th grades April 29 – May 24

PSAT/SAT

9th, 10th & 11th grades

April 9 & April 23

MAP

Kinder-10th grades

April 29 — May 24

Alicia Czamik-Hagan — Behavior Intervention Specialist
Nishel Timm — 3rd Grade Teacher
West Godwin Elementary School
Julia Gidley — Reading Paraprofessional
Jacob Kroll — ASD Paraprofessional
Jasmin Ranero-Lopez — ELL Paraprofessional
Facilities
Nick Thompson — Facilities Director

WIDA

All K-12 ELL students

February 4 – March 22
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Godwin Drama Department Announces Spring Musical

Runaways by Elizabeth Swados

February 14, 15 and 16, 2019 — 7:00 PM
Godwin Heights High School Auditorium
Runaways by Elizabeth Swados is a collection of songs, dances, and spoken word
pieces performed by children who have run away from their homes. Initially created
from interviews with homeless children and those in orphanages, Elizabeth Swados
weaves songs about personal struggle and the world at large through the eyes of youth
in New York City in the 1970’s. The show blends different musical styles, from pop to
hip-hop and jazz to reggae, while begging the question of why children can’t remain
children.
Director John Vesbit leads a cast of enthusiastic and talented Godwin student actors in
this patchwork musical with an exciting score and fascinating script. Don’t miss the
opportunity to join our audience! Tickets are $10.00 each. Current Godwin Heights
students and faculty will receive free admission with a valid school ID. In lieu of the

cost of a ticket, the drama department is also accepting wish list items for
HQGR, a local youth shelter. Individuals may bring in at least 3 of the following
items to cover the cost of 1 ticket: body wash, lip balm, deodorant, cereal, and
natural hair products; such as conditioner, picks and brushes. Only new, unused
products can be donated.
Doors open at 6:30 PM for all shows. For more information please visit:
www.godwindrama.com.

National Board of Education
Appreciation Month
Celebrated in January
The month of January provides a unique opportunity to
acknowledge a special group of volunteer elected officials
in education. It is School Board Recognition Month, and it
offers communities across Michigan a way to acknowledge
the continuing efforts of local school board members in
providing leadership and guidance to local school
districts. Across the state, there are more than 4,000
school board members who dedicate countless hours of
hard work to improving education for Michigan children.
School board members are locally elected public
officials entrusted with governing a community's
public schools. The role of the school board is to ensure
that school districts are responsive to the values, beliefs
and priorities of their communities.

Please join us in expression of appreciation for the
Godwin Heights Public School Board members:
Allen E. Johnston
Lee Ann Platschorre
Jan E. Allen
Kenneth Hornecker
David Drake
Rick Hamilton, Jr.
David Rodriguez

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Outdoor Learning Adventure at
Howard Christensen Nature Center
Through the generous contribution of an anonymous donor,
all three of the 3rd grade classrooms at West Godwin —
84 students, along with classroom teachers, Mr. Matt Jen,
Mrs. Jessica Surdam, and Mrs. Diane VanderMeulen, were
able to have the unique experience of observing and
learning in the Michigan wilderness for a day at the
Howard Christensen Nature Center in Kent City. The trip,
which was held on Friday, January 18, 2019, was planned to
provide students with visual and hands-on lessons that
complement their current science curriculum. The primary
focus was on animal adaptations and winter survival.
Providing this type of invaluable experience to young
students made a direct impact on development. Stepping
outside into plant-rich animal habitats, even during the
winter months, prepared students to recognize, appreciate,
and reap the benefits of the natural beauty in our world and
elevated their learning to a new level.
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High School Headlines

Chad Conklin, Principal

STEM Camp
On Thursday, September 27, 2018 forty-five students from Godwin Heights
High School participated in a S.T.E.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math) camp hosted by the PEERS Foundation in Grand Rapids. Founded in
2007, the PEERS Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks
to empower young people with the knowledge necessary to build healthy,
successful lives through the use of innovative and interactive learning
interventions. Twenty-two of the students who attended from Godwin High
School were from Mr. Holsworth's Computer Coding/Computer Science
class, and the other twenty-three of the students were from Mrs. Sorokin's
S.T.E.M. class. The four phases of this camp were Create, Design, Code, and
Prototype. This camp encouraged all students to be engaged with technology and with each other through interactive programs, activities, and tasks.
The computer aided design (CAD) portion allowed small groups of students
to create, design, and manipulate different 3 dimensional objects. The music
and coding portion allowed students to create, blend, code, and program
their own sounds and songs on the computer. Students also were able to test
different engineering and circuit modules that involved sound waves and
circuitry. The last portion afforded students an opportunity to learn about
3-dimensional printing, prototyping, and the future of technology. Our
students learned, laughed, and were inspired to keep pursuing their
interests in S.T.E.M. and Computer Science. A special thanks is extended to
Principal Conklin, Mrs. Sorokin, Mr. Holsworth, the PEERS Foundation, and
the 45 students that participated. It's a great day to be a Wolverine!

Middle School Moments
Embracing Graffiti

Bradley Tarrance, Principal

Godwin Middle School students have now been given permission to do something that was forever considered against the rules —
the ability to express themselves through the non-traditional art of graffiti. This novel idea originated on Principal Tarrance’s Student
Leadership Committee where students have been studying equity, racial inequity in America, and how to make schools better. One
student mentioned the similarities between schools and prisons by calling attention to things like metal detectors and a police and/or
security presence. Students who make this correlation start to internalize the way that they are treated and how they feel in their
school environment. If they are perceived as criminals through their experiences at school, they internalize this perception.
The group began thinking about quick ways they could change this perception at Godwin Middle by leveraging and strengthening
the sense of a community. Principal Tarrance walked through the building early one morning and started writing things down that
could be changed in the physical space of the building. He shared his findings with
the Students Leadership Committee and they worked together to explore ways to
beautify the building. They researched the impact that a clean school would have on
the sense of community and learned of the many positive benefits to student health,
attendance, performance, and overall concentration. Through networking on their
own committee they discovered a family artist, Mr. Catarino Cantu. Cantu shared a
video of transformational art in spaces, which, in turn, Principal Tarrance shared with
art teacher, Kim Urbanski. Armed with these new connections and valuable information, the beautification process made it’s way to graffiti in the restroom.
Blank walls have always been the norm at school and were continually being washed
and spot painted to cover up student art and writing. Art students were enlisted to
spearhead a new practice of embracing graffiti, but with a twist! Godwin Middle’s
new school “street art” must depict and share positive messages. They started by
drafting designs in the classroom and learning about negative space and lines. The
students soon moved to pencil art on the wall, followed quickly by oil based paint
pens. At the time of publication, the only color reserved for the project is blue, but
Principal Tarrance and his creative-minded team are hoping to get more colors
donated in order to continue this meaningful and innovative project.
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News From North Godwin

Mary Lang, Principal

Learning is Fun in T.E.A.M 21
Our T.E.A.M 21 after-school program hosted several fun events recently that
allowed students to explore potential future careers. The Michigan Health
Council, along with residents from Metro Hospital, hosted a “Mini Medical
School” in our building. Students got a chance to learn about what it means to
be a doctor and take care of their own growing bodies. Each student got to wear
a doctor's coat and received a certificate upon completion of the seven stations.
We are pleased to report that we have a lot of future doctors and engineers at
North Godwin Elementary!
T.E.A.M 21 students also recently participated in a workshop hosted by Bricks
for Kidz. Bricks 4 Kidz® is a national franchise business with a local branch in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. They are devoted to providing an extraordinary
atmosphere for children to learn and build as they play with LEGOS®. Classes
are designed to teach the fundamentals of S.T.E.M. (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) education, and are built around proprietary
model plans that are inspired by engineers and architects. Bricks 4 Kidz believes
that kids learn best through activities that engage their curiosity and creativity.
The North Godwin T.E.A.M. 21 students were given the opportunity to build
spinners out of Legos, following a set of detailed instructions. Working in pairs,
students constructed a spinner that was then attached to a motor so that they
could “battle” on the cafeteria floor. Students didn’t even realize they were
learning about engineering, as they were too busy having fun! T.E.A.M. 21 is a
grant-funded program and is a partnership between Godwin Heights, Wyoming
Public Schools and the Wyoming Parks & Rec Department. For more information
on this after-school program for 1st through 4th graders, please contact
Ellen Veenkant at (616) 490-8363.

Words from West Godwin

Steve Minard, Principal

Principal’s Coffee: A Parent Perk
It’s often said that a great day begins with a cup of coffee, and at
West Godwin Elementary this statement is brewing up quite a
following of devotees to its truth. Once a month on Friday
mornings, all parents are invited to join West Godwin’s beloved
Principal, Steve Minard, for coffee and donuts in the cafeteria
from 8:30 AM until 9:00 AM. This initiative first began in March of
2014 with just six parents in attendance. Today, the Principal’s
Coffee boasts an average of 60 parents each month! Parents see
a real benefit to its purpose: strengthening connections between
home and school and rewarding student achievement. Principal Minard believes
in the power of positivity and understands the importance of keeping parents
in touch with what is being offered to their students in the school setting. He
starts each Principal’s Coffee off with a short presentation that highlights
student academic achievement, positive behavior, and perfect attendance.
Parents, in turn, are encouraged to ask questions about West Godwin
happenings. To further build this
bridge between home and
school, a Spanish speaking
interpreter is on hand to translate
the positive messages and to give
our Spanish speaking families an
equal voice in their school
community. Great things are
happening at West Godwin, and
the monthly Principal’s Coffee is
an important part of the
excitement. Check the school
calendar for more Principal’s
Coffee dates and please join us
for a cup!

True Success Monthly Virtues
West Godwin Elementary partners with local
non-profit, True Success, to incorporate
character education in the classrooms that
inspire students to exemplify positive
behavior traits. Each month our students are
given a Virtue of the Month. They are taught
the meaning of the virtue, why it is important
to model that virtue for the greater good in
society, and are rewarded for modeling that
virtue within the school community.
The virtue of the month for January 2019 is
GRIT —which means to have firmness of
character, an indomitable spirit, and
perseverance and passion for long-term
goals.
Ms. Meyers’ 4th grade and
Mrs. Tidey’s 1st grade classrooms created the
bulletin board pictured below for this month’s
virtue. Different classes takes pride in
changing the board each month!
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Godwin Heights Marching Band Awarded 2018 State Championship
We are excited to announce that the Godwin Heights High School Marching Band earned a significant number
of prestigious awards at area competitions this year! Those awards were as follows:

Bands of America Regional Competition in Bowling Green Ohio: 3rd place
Belding Invitational: 1st place Best Music, Best Visual, Best General Effect
Jenison Invitational: 1st place Best Music, Best Visual, Best General Effect
Reeths-Puffer West Shore Invitational: 1st place, Best Music, Best Visual, Best General Effect
State of Michigan Championships: 1st place, Best Music, Best General Effect
The Godwin Heights High School Marching Band, under the leadership of Band Director, Jake Castillo, is extremely
thankful for the support of the Godwin community. A great deal of pride was felt in bringing our band to the
national stage for the first time in four years. Thank you to everyone who came to cheer the band on rain or shine!

Golden

4th Annual Basketball
Community Tailgate
Please join us for our 4th Annual
Basketball Community Tailgate!

UPCOMING FOOD TRUCK DATES

Attendees will enjoy face painting,
games, food, prizes, and a pep band
performance.

North Godwin Elementary
Monday, February 25, 2019
Monday, April 29, 2019

West Godwin Elementary
Monday, January 28, 2019
Monday, March 11, 2019
Monday, May 13, 2019
Sign-in begins at 4:30 PM

Food distribution at 5:00 PM
Please bring your own bags, thank you!

How can I contribute to the
Golden G Scholarship Fund?
Monetary donations
can be mailed to:

The Golden G
Scholarship Fund
Godwin Heights
Administration Bldg.
15-36th Street SW
Wyoming, Michigan 49548
Contributions are tax deductible
and donors will be given a receipt
for tax purposes.

Godwin Heights
High School Cafeteria

Friday, February 22, 2019
5:00 PM—6:30 PM
(please enter on 35th Street SW)
$ 1.00 Students — $ 2.00 Adults
$ 5.00 Family
Proceeds will help fund student
athletic physicals and PBIS program rewards.

Price includes admission into the
evening’s boys and girls basketball
games:
Godwin Heights vs. Calvin Christian
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Spotlight on Sports

Robert Hisey, Athletic Director

Collegiate Offers for Godwin Football Stand-Outs
The Godwin football program is really excited about the bright future ahead for many of our senior student athletes. We are
fortunate this year to have six student athletes being given the opportunity to play college football. The opportunities range
from Division 3, NAIA, Division 2, and Division 1, and include scholarships that range from partial to full ride offers.
One stand-out student athlete that has been highly recruited following the current season is Marshawn Kneeland. In the fall
Marshawn was invited on game day visits to Michigan State University, Central Michigan, Toledo, Grand Valley State University,
and Davenport. Since the season has ended Marshawn Kneeland has received full ride offers from Grand Valley State University,
Saginaw Valley State University, Ferris State University, and Davenport University. Marshawn has also received a Division 1 offer
from Western Illinois. Kneeland will be taking an official visit to Western Illinois during the weekend of January 18-20th, 2019
before making his final decision.
De'Amontae Clark, Ze’Veon Amontrell-McDonald, and Kalen Brown have also been key members to the success of Coach
Brandan Kimble’s football program. This season all three athletes were named All-Conference players and have a wide range of
college football offers. De'Amontae Clark is currently deciding between Carthage, Olivet College, and Hocking College.
Kalen Brown will be deciding between Minnesota-Crookston, Siena Heights University and Concordia University. Ze’Veon
Amontrell-McDonald is currently weighing his options between Minnesota-Crookston, Concordia University, Olivet Nazarene,
Mount Union, and Ohio Northern. Two additional athletes that displayed immense growth throughout the season are Jelen Reese
and Jadon Ivy. They are both powerful athletes that worked hard to make a big impact on the team. Both were named
All-Conference players and now could play college football. Jelen Reese has been given an offer to play defensive tackle at Olivet
College, and Jadon Ivy is currently setting up campus visits to help decide between Kalamazoo College and Adrian College.
As a district we are extremely proud of all our student athletes, as no effort and commitment on any of our teams goes unnoticed.
It is an exciting and well deserved honor when one of our athletes is
recognized for their talents and offered an opportunity to expand
upon both their sport and their academics by being offered
scholarships to play at the collegiate level. We congratulate these
young athletes for their relentless determination to stay on top of
their game both on and off the field.

Girls Varsity Basketball

Left to right in front row: Jelen Reese and Jadon Ivy
Left to right in back row: De’Amontae Clark,
Marshawn Kneeland and Kalen Brown —
Not pictured: Ze’Veon McDonald

Meet Godwin Senior Soccer
Stand Out, Able Duran
Godwin senior, Able Duran
played four years on the varsity
soccer team as an attacking
midfielder. He scored 8 goals and
had 5 assists in this past season.
Able is a great teammate and a
perfect example of good sportsmanship on the field. He has a
great attitude and always works
hard. Able received
All-Conference Honorable
Mention for 2018-2019 season.
He is currently being recruited by
Olivet College and Finlandia
University to play collegiate
soccer in the fall.
Congratulations, Able!

Godwin Heights Wolverine’s girls basketball coach,
Cassie Chan describes her team this season as “an amazing
group of girls lead.” The season started off with some
challenges, but she credits her players with “toughness to fight
and never give up.” This determination gives them a good
opportunity to make a run to the top of the OK Silver
Conference. At press time, the team stood 1-1 in the
conference and 4-5 overall. Raviear Koppenhofer serves as
team Captain. Koppenhofer is a four-year varsity player and a
three-time All-Conference athlete that leads the team both
offensively and defensively. She had a career high with 37
points this year against GRPS’s Ottawa Hills, 25 points against
Belding, and 22 points against Kelloggsville. Koppenhofer is on
track to score 1000 career points this year, which not too many
female athletes have accomplished in their time at Godwin
Heights!
Sophomore captain, Lanaja Polk-Craig joined the team this
year as a welcomed addition and fits right in with the varsity
program. She has grown to be quite the athlete and has been
progressing each game. Sophomore Anika Clark is a player
deserving of much credit for her grit! She readily fights for
rebounds that afford the team many second chances at scoring.
Sophomore Jakiya Lay is the newest member on Godwin’s
varsity girls team. Lay was deserving of being promoted to the
team and was pulled up to be a big presence down low.
She proved herself by scoring 9 points in the January 9, 2019
game against Kelloggsville where she also made a crucial play
towards the end of the game that resulted in the 63-38 win. This
team is heating up and on track for a conference showdown!
It’s a great day to be a Godwin Girls Basketball Wolverine!

GODWIN HEIGHTS
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
15-36th Street SW
Wyoming, MI 49548
Phone: 616-252-2090
Fax: 616-252-2232

Godwin at a Glance is published by the Godwin
Heights Public Schools four times per year as a
means of keeping residents of the district
well-informed on the operation of their schools.
Any news for this publication should be sent to the
Administration Office for consideration in the next
issue.
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Administration
High School
Learning Center
Middle School
North Godwin Elementary
West Godwin Elementary
Transportation

(616) 252-2090
(616) 252-2050
(616) 252-2040
(616) 252-2070
(616) 252-2010
(616) 252-2030
(616) 252-2083

Mission Statement: All students possess the ability to
learn, to experience personal success, and to be
productive citizens. Godwin Heights Public Schools
delivers quality education enabling each student to
work cooperatively and participate in our diverse
democratic society.
Vision Statement: Build relationships, set high
expectations, make it relevant; then all students will
learn.

GODWIN HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Allen E. Johnston

President

Lee Ann Platschorre

Vice President

Jan E. Allen

Secretary

Kenneth Hornecker

Treasurer

David Drake

Trustee

Rick Hamilton, Jr.

Trustee

David Rodriguez

Trustee

For board meeting schedule and minutes, please visit our
webpage at

godwinschools.org/board-of-education
William Fetterhoff
Kristi Bast

Superintendent
Editor, Godwin at a Glance

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION
The Godwin Heights Public Schools Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis or religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its
program, activities, or employment. Further, it is the policy of this District to provide an equal opportunity for all students, regardless of race, color, creed,
age, disability, religion, gender, ancestry, national origin, place of residence within the boundaries of the District, or social or economic background, to learn
through the curriculum offered in the district. For concerns or questions regarding the above discrimination statement, contact the EEOC Compliance Officer
at 15 – 36th Street SW, Wyoming, MI 49548. Telephone: (616)252-2090. If your questions are not adequately addressed, refer your concerns to the President of
the Godwin Heights Board of Education, 15 – 36th St SW, Wyoming, MI 49548.

