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Welcome to our New and Improved Newsletter!
The Companion has been a staple publication of MSAD for over 140 years. Now, as part of
Minnesota State Academies’ increased communication efforts and to better share updates
on both of our schools, MSAD and MSAB, we are now expanding The Companion to include
a brand-new newsletter for MSAB, MSAB Chronicles. Check out MSAB Chronicles’ very first
issue, on this webpage.

Do you have suggestions or ideas for either newsletter? We want to hear from you! Contact
Kim Barron, MSA Director of Communications at kim.barron@msa.state.mn.us.

If you’d prefer to receive electronic copies rather than print copies, please let us know .

On the Cover:

Photo: MSAD students participate in a tug-of-war game.
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MSA Board of Directors
The MSA Board is the governing body for the Minnesota State Academies, overseeing two
campuses – the Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf and the Minnesota State Academy for the
Blind, both of which are located in Faribault. Our board is composed of seven voting members.
Voting members are appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate.
Members of the board are selected based on criteria established by state statutes. In addition,
the vice chairs of the MSAB and MSAD Site Councils serve as ex-officio members of the Board.
For more information, visit www.msa.state.mn.us.

Dr. Martin Duncan
Chair
Superintendent Member

Alex Caddy
Vice Chair
Member of the General Public
with Business, Administrative or
Financial Expertise

Sonny Wasilowski
Office of Business Affairs
Member of the Deaf Community

Kristin Oien
Appointing Authority
Commissioner of Education

Jan Bailey
Member of the Blind Community

Oluwagbenga Ogungbe

Nicole Halabi
Special Education Director Member

Member of the General Public with Business,
Administrative or Financial Expertise

MSA Superintendent’s Corner
Greetings from the superintendent’s office!
The 2018-2019 school year has been off to a great start – Last
August, our board approved our new Vision and Mission –Our new
vision is “MSA empowers every student to Achieve, Care, and
Thrive in an ever-changing world”; and our new mission is “MSA
provides a rigorous, student-centered educational program in a fully
accessible, language-rich environment to maximize each student’s
full potential. Additionally, MSA provides statewide resources and
professional expertise to parents, families, partners, and educational
programs in Minnesota”. I’ve been seeing our new vision/mission put
into practice everywhere on our campuses and our staff have been
working hard to ensure high quality educational experiences for our
students, both in and out of the classroom.
I’d like to take this opportunity to recap a few highlights of this academic year. We began the
school year with new leadership at MSA with Brittany Thomforde as our new Director of Student
Support Services and Bridget Buckingham as our new Director of Human Resources. They have
brought a fresh perspective to our programs and practices, working with our administrators to enhance
our school and improving our services. Please join me in welcoming Ms. Thomforde and Ms.
Buckingham as well as our new staff members who have joined us since last June. They have
brought energy and enthusiasm to our programs and I look forward to activities that have been
planned for the rest of the school year.
Another highlight of this school year was the establishment of our guiding beliefs and our 5year strategic plan. Ms. Jane Mulholland and Dr. Ronald Stern, both former superintendents of
residential schools, came to our campuses three times between May and September and helped us
form a new roadmap for MSA – gathering information from our students, parents/families, staff,
alumni, and other stakeholders; guiding our discussion of data that we received; and helping shape
our information into 5 goal areas. Those goal areas are: Instruction and Assessment; School Climate;
Student Life; Statewide Visibility; and Transition. Under each goal area, we’ve developed
specific objectives and action steps. In our October board meeting, our new guiding beliefs and
strategic plan was approved and we are now forming committees for each goal area to develop
timelines and implementation steps for our plan. We will also be hosting meetings in different parts
of the state to share information about our new vision, mission, guiding beliefs, and strategic plan
with our stakeholders. Our entire plan is now posted on our website for your review. We are now
working to establish leadership and committees to begin our work towards our goals for this
year. Annual reports will be shared with the community every June to share our progress and updated
action steps for the following year.
In closing, I’d like to share one of my favorite quotes...”Success is a ladder – it cannot be
climbed with your hands in your pockets”. I look forward to working together with everyone to reach
our goals as a school and helping our students to Achieve, Care, and Thrive!

Terrence (Terry) Wilding, Superintendent
Minnesota State Academies
Fall 2018 The Companion
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Spotlight on MSA
MSA Named Best of B3 in Energy Conservation
Best of B3 Benchmarking
At the fourth annual Best of B3 Recognition
Luncheon in Minneapolis in October,
Minnesota State Academies (MSA) was
recognized for its leadership in improving
sustainability and conserving energy. As a
finalist in the Best of B3 Benchmarking—State
Agency category, MSA was chosen over the
Minnesota Department of Education and the
Minnesota Department of Transportation.

energy-efficient features and replacing older
equipment were just a few of the approaches.
However, the responsibility doesn’t lie solely
on the shoulders of the physical plant staff.
Funding from the Legislature for the State
Academies has also provided opportunities to
make these modifications and updates.
In addition, Wilding told the Faribault Daily
News, students and staff are encouraged to take
measures in conserving energy, which “are a daily
part of our instruction with our students.”

Energy-Efficient Facilities
According to www.b3mn.org, the State of
Minnesota requires 70% more energy-efficient
facilities as part of its goal to have all of our
state buildings and construction carbon-neutral
by the year 2030.
The Minnesota State Academy for the Blind
(MSAB) and the Minnesota State Academy for
the Deaf (MSAD) have a combined total of 19
buildings on both campuses, consisting of over
400,000 square feet of facilities. Despite the age
of several of the historical buildings on campus,
MSA has managed to conserve energy. “Using
their building automation system to control
schedules and monitor equipment vitals, the
organization achieved an energy use intensity
that is 21% lower than the code-based
benchmark, a 9% reduction from the previous
year,” stated Best of B3 in a press release.
Energy Conservation Approaches
In an interview with the Faribault Daily News
on November 2, MSA Superintendent Wilding
recognized the accomplishments of the MSA
physical plant staff, led by physical plant
director Randy Dirks. Updating facilities with

Physical Plant director Randy Dirks with the Best of B3 award
plaque. Photo credit: Samuel Gillespie.

MSAD Director’s Corner
Welcome to our 2018-2019 school year! This year marks our 155th
year educating Deaf/Hard of Hearing and DeafBlind students from
all around the state of Minnesota.
This fall has been a season of growth and expansion of our
educational programs. Our first day of school celebrated the
opening of our new dorm, years in the making - Wilkins Hall, as
well as the start of our new 18-21 Transition program. We continue
to see an interest in our programs and have expanded our
enrollment to serving neighboring states. Much of this past school
year and summer was devoted to our strategic planning process.
The time allowed us a space to reflect on our history and look
toward the future, through the work of focus groups and community input, our steering
committee mapped out a five year strategic plan, encompassing a new vision/mission and
guiding beliefs statement. From start to finish, this process was a testament to our
commitment in partnering with families and educating Deaf/Hard of Hearing and
DeafBlind students.
These past few months on campus have yet to slow down, we continue to seek out ways to
create real world experiences through visual hands on learning and continue to have high
expectations of ourselves and students. With the growth we have seen this past year in our
Student Life program, we know that learning doesn’t stop once students leave the
classroom and head over to the dorms.
A notable event that is taking place this year on campus is the Great Plains Schools for the
Deaf (GPSD) Basketball and Cheerleading Tournament. This tournament will see upwards
of 200 students from seven different schools - Arkansas School for the Deaf, Wisconsin
School for the Deaf, Kansas School for the Deaf, Iowa School for the Deaf, New Mexico
School for the Deaf, Oklahoma School for the Deaf and Missouri School for the Deaf. The
tournament will take place February 7-9th. For more information, check out our website or
MSAD Athletics Facebook page.
I am looking forward to the rest of the year and the ways we can model what it means to
Achieve, Care, and Thrive!

Anne Grace Donatucci
MSAD Director
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College Fair
The MSA Mental Health Team put
together a college fair in October for our
MSAB and MSAD high school students,
and opened it to all Deaf/Hard of Hearing/
DeafBlind , and Blind/Visually Impaired
students in the area. Representatives from
various colleges, universities and other post
-secondary programs and organizations
came to campus to visit with our students
and explain their programs and services.
MSAD students staffed the 18-21 transition pilot program
booth.

MSAB students and staff speak with the representative from
the Horatio Alger foundation about scholarship and financial aid
options.

High school students look over available brochures and
materials from the Rochester Institute of Technology.

A DeafBlind student visits the Blind, Inc. booth to learn about
its resources.

High school and transition students joke with each other, while
the Gallaudet University representative looks on.

MSAD Homecoming

At Friday night’s pep rally, MSAD showed our maroon and gold
spirit in a yelling contest!

Our traditional alumni parade just prior to the football game.
Pictured are members of the class of 1978, celebrating their
40th anniversary.

Our Trojans football players tackling a Missouri School for the
Deaf player.

MSAD Lady Trojans volleyball team in a match against Missouri
School for the Deaf.

MSAD third graders Nellie Caddy and Zander Blood signing the
National Anthem.

2018 Homecoming Royalty: King Ryan Stumbo and Queen
Makayla Moeller, along with the Kindergarten class.
Fall 2018 The Companion
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On & Around Campus

The 2018 Scarecrow Fest first place winner, “Trolling into MSA,” created by the MSAB dorm staff.

Scarecrow Fest A Success!
MSAD’s annual Scarecrow
Fest was once again a success,
with seven teams participating.
For many years, MSAD has
allowed student, staff, parents and
school organizations to decorate
the George Hanson island with
brightly painted and colorful
scarecrows and pumpkins. This
year, however, the Scarecrow Fest
expanded to include MSAB, with
displays on both campuses.
The visually pleasing and
creative displays came from
various classrooms (MSAD Early
Childhood Education, MSAD
Living Skills and MSAB’s
Multiple Challenges),
organizations (MSAD’s After

School Program, MSAD’s
International Studies Club and
the MSAD Parent, Teacher, and
Staff Association) and staff
(MSAB Dorm).
Each display was unique and
all were deserving of awards,
which made it difficult for the
judges. MSAD activities
coordinator, Jeremy Bowen,
expressed gratitude to judges
Ryan Hastings, Lindsey
Nusbaum and Mike Adams for
taking their time to judge each
scarecrow display. “This was a
very close battle between the
seven teams,” said Bowen.

Scarecrow Fest Winners:
First place: “Trolling into
MSA” by the MSAB dorm
staff

Second place: “ROWR” by
MSAD Early Childhood
Education classroom

Third place: “Crayola Pack”
by MSAB Multiple
Challenges classroom

Second place winner, “ROWR,” by the MSAD Early Childhood
Education classroom.

Third place winner, “Crayola Pack,” by the Multiple Challenges
Classroom at MSAB.

“Thailand Adventures,” by the MSAD International Studies Club.

“Poppy Says,” by the MSAD After School Program.

“Back to 50’s Style,” by the MSAD Parent, Teacher, and Staff
Association.

“MSAD’s Flying School,” by the MSAD Living Skills classroom.
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Community News

Luke Paukert watches as Amelia Paukert explains stage directions during a dress rehearsal for “Disney’s The Lion King Jr.” at the
Paradise Theater. Photo credit: Judy Paukert.

MSAD Student Lands Role in Community Theater
During the summer break, MSAD junior Luke Paukert kept busy and showed off his excellent acting skills by playing
the role of Ed The Hyena in the Paradise Theater’s production of “Disney’s The Lion King Jr.” in Faribault in August.
The Companion sat down with Luke and talked about his first experience participating in community theater.

How did you find out about the
play?

How did you communicate with
others during rehearsals?

My mom saw an announcement in
the Paradise Theater book. She told
me about it.

Andy, the director, brought in two
men who knew ASL and volunteered
to work with me. My sister Amelia
and a former MSAD teacher,
Michelle, helped out sometimes too.

Why did you decide to get
involved?
I love Disney!
Did you have to audition?
No. I met with Andy, the director
with my mom and sister Amelia.
When Andy was talking with my
mom, I started acting silly. Andy
saw me being silly and said he had
the perfect part for me! I played the
part of Ed, one of the crazy, bad
laughing hyenas.

When you found out you were
chosen for the play, how did you
feel?
Excited! I like being silly, like Ed.
How did you like the other actors?
Everyone was nice to me. They told
me, “good job.” I made a friend,
Parker (who played young Simba).
He learned sign language to talk with
me.
What did you like best about

rehearsals? What didn’t you like?
Rehearsals were easy, and short. I
didn’t like wearing the hyena
costume. It is a full-body suit made of
fleece, and it was hot!
When it was opening night, how did
you feel?
I wasn’t nervous—no big deal. The
audience was packed, with standing
room only on the first night. I was
excited and after the play, I was even
more excited!
Was the experience fun? Will you
try out for future plays?
Yes, it was very fun! I want to act in
more plays. There is another
children’s play, “The Nutcracker
Prince,” coming soon to the Paradise
Theater.

Dorm Students Pitch in After Devastating Storms
Contributed by Hope Miller, dorm staff
On Thursday, September 20th, storms ripped
through the town of Faribault leaving many
areas in devastating destruction. Many people
in the town came together all weekend to help
each other out during this time. There was one
particular women who organized free food for
everyone in need or people who were helping
with clean up. She came together with a local
church and also helped organized clean up
crews for different sites. The women and
family never once asked for help at her own
home where they also lost a couple of trees.
On Monday September 24th, the dorm group,
Trojan League set out to Nichole Miller's
house to help her clean up! We had a crew of
13 students and staff. We cleaned up all the
brush/branches and placed by the road for the
city to pick up. The students really enjoyed
helping out and we hope to do it again soon!

Student Gifty Graybill drags a large fallen tree branch through a yard
as part of clean-up efforts after several tornadoes hit Southern
Minnesota.

MSAD Football Players Root for Faribault Falcons
Contributed by Danton Hill, 3rd grader
Hello, my name is Danton, and I play for
the Faribault Falcons. I feel that playing for the
Faribault Falcons is a big opportunity because
not many Deaf people can play for a hearing
team. Is it difficult? Well no, it is simple and
easy because Javon (another MSAD student)
and I follow what others are doing or what our
coach says.
During my first game, I was anxious to start
the game. My position is fullback. Fullback
means front and leading the running back or
the person with the ball. My jersey number is
6. I enjoy playing with my team. The MSAD
football players and dorm students watched
our game against the Waterville Bucs. I was
happy to see them come and support our team. Faribault Falcons elementary football players (and MSAD students)
They were my great fans!
Danton Hill and Javon Johnson pose with MSAD football players and
dorm staff.
Fall 2018 The Companion
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Residential

Blanche Wilkins’ great-granddaughter and great-great granddaughter, along with MSAD Early Childhood Education students
and staff, pose in front of the newly-opened Wilkins Hall dormitory building.

Wilkins Hall Dormitory Grand Opening
After years of anticipation and
much planning, Wilkins Hall
finally opened its doors for our
dormitory students to move in.
First New Construction in
Decades
Wilkins Hall is the first new
construction on campus since the
1970s and is named after Blanche
Wilkins, an alumnus of MSAD .
Wilkins was the first black female
to graduate from MSAD in 1893,
and went on to become a teacher
as well as a life-long advocate for
the black and deaf community
(see page 16 for a profile on
Wilkins).

Deaf Space Design

the design planning. John
Constructed with accessibility in Dickinson has consulted on many
mind, the dormitory building comes facilities which are designed with
unique populations in mind (Deaf,
with wider hallways, doorbell
blind and special needs).
flashing lights, alarms and video
monitors placed in all hallways and Celebration
every room.
On August 27, students and
Instead of a large shared
staff from MSAD and MSAB,
bathroom on each floor, all
along with families, friends,
bedrooms come with connecting
alumni and dignitaries from the
bathrooms which can be shared by a community came together to
smaller number of students.
witness the grand opening of
Wilkins Hall. A special treat was
Kodet Architectural Group, a
Minneapolis-based firm, consulted that Blanche Wilkins’ greatgranddaughter , Jan Stepto-Millet,
with John Dickinson, a Deaf
and great-great granddaughter,
international award-winning
Maya Millet, were able to be
architect, to ensure the Deaf
present and share this special
experience was incorporated into
moment with us.

MSAD staff Zach Schaefer and student Dexter Barron smile for
the camera, as MSAD Director Anne Grace Donatucci chats with
student Benny Dow near the fireplace.

MSA staff, students and members of the community congregate
in the hallway entrance of Wilkins Hall.

An interior view of the hallway entrance of Wilkins Hall.

Superintendent Wilding and student Givenson Thimjon cut the ceremonial ribbon as stakeholders look on.
Fall 2018 The Companion

13

Athletics
Athletics Update
Contributed by Lee Jones, Athletic Director

Varsity Football
This year was a new experience for us,
because we started playing 6-man football due
to the number of players. It was an interesting
experience for our coaches to adapt the
practice and game situations, after being an 8man football program for a long time. We
ended our season with a record of 2 wins and 4
losses. The key win we had this year was
against Wisconsin School for the Deaf, for our
traditional Battle of the Ax. Despite us having
the ax for a good number of years, this year’s
was a tough battle and well fought. We won
the game with a close score, 42-40, and we are
going to keep the ax for another year!
Varsity Volleyball
With Coach Steve Hubmer retiring after
many years of coaching, we welcomed new
coach Tabitha Anderson, a MSAD alumnus.
Coach Tabitha and the team recorded 6 wins
and 15 losses. Our team is very young, with
only two seniors on the roster of 15 players.
We saw much improvement from the
beginning to the end of the season. We
participated in the Twin Cities Athletic
Conference volleyball tournament in late
October, placing 2nd in Division 2.
Jason Coleman Sports Performance Clinic
Our athletic program was fortunate to have
Jason Coleman from JC Sports Performance to
give our student-athletes a 4-day clinic for
speed and agility drills. He overwhelmed us all
with many drills that will benefit our sports
program. Our Pre-Kindergarten to 12th grade
students all really enjoyed learning from him.
Feel free to follow Jason’s Facebook page
(JCSportsPerformance), and see if you can
spot pictures and videos of our students
performing different drills!

Top photo: Volleyball player Javanna Johnson making a serve.
Middle photo: Football player Benny Dow making a run with the ball.
Bottom photo: Students participate in a speed and agility clinic.

Alumni Leo Bond Surprised with Medals
Contributed by Kurt Norton

After winning seven track and field gold
medals in the 1973 and 1977 World Games for the
Deaf (better known as the Deaf Olympics), MSAD
alumni Leo Bond’s treasured medals were stolen
in the early 1980s.
In 1972, Leo Bond was a 17-year old studentathlete at MSAD. He was fast. Very fast. When
MSAD suggested he should try out for the Deaf
Olympics in Malmo, Sweden, he was perplexed.
He had never heard of the Deaf Olympics but
quickly embraced the challenge. He made the US
team and because of his unique speed and
versatility, was selected to run the 400 meters, 800
meters, 4x100 meter and 4x400 meter relays.
In Malmo, he quickly bonded with his Olympic
coach, Ken Norton and absorbed all he had to
teach, particularly relay passing techniques. Leo’s
quiet nature helped him keep his focus when
competing against athletes from all over the world.
Leo won gold medals in all four of his events
and set a world record in the 800 meters—a record
that stands to this day. In 1977, Leo once again
competed for the US team, this time in Bucharest,
Romania and won three gold medals.
That should be the end of a great sports story.
But that was not to be.

Back in California, Coach Norton enlisted the
help of his son Kurt to track down someone who
could make replicas of Leo’s medals. Using a
gold medal borrowed from one of Leo’s relay
teammates, John Klaus, Christopher Cambridge
of Seventh Density (a digital design and
fabrication company) created detailed copies of
Leo’s medals and generously donated his work.
Coach Norton’s daughter, Nikki, fashioned neck
ribbons for each medal.
One year later, Coach Norton and his grown
children traveled to MSAD to present the medals
to Leo Bond as a surprise. Along with MSA
Superintendent Wilding, MSAD athletic director
Lee Jones, Norton presented the duplicate gold
medals in an emotional ceremony in front of
several hundred members of the Deaf community
during the half-time of MSAD’s homecoming
football game.
For Coach Norton’s family, the visit to
Faribault was also an emotional homecoming.
Ken’s late wife of 63 years, Audree Norton, had
been a student at MSAD and the nearby Faye
Allen School, and had shared many wonderful
memories of her childhood there.

After his medals were stolen Leo was
devastated and wondered how anyone could do
such a thing. But life moved on and over the years,
Leo married, raised children and created a
fulfilling career with the Minneapolis Library
system.
In 2017, Leo reunited with his Olympic coach,
Ken Norton, in Minnesota—40 years after the
Malmo games. It was then Coach Norton learned
that Leo’s medals had been stolen. He decided to
do something about it.

From left to right: MSA Superintendent Wilding, Leo Bond, Ken
Norton, Kurt Norton and Nikki Norton.
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Alumni Profile
Blanche Wilkins
As previously stated in this issue, our new dormitory building was named after Blanche Wilkins, an alumnus of the
MSAD class of 1893. During the Wilkins Hall grand opening ceremony, MSAD junior Aubrey Gillespie gave a speech
about the life of Blanche Wilkins. Below is an English translation of her ASL speech in its entirety.

Good afternoon, everyone. I am here to share a
story about Blanche Wilkins’ life and who she was
as a person.
Blanche was born in Wisconsin in the year 1876.
Their family moved to Minnesota, and Blanche
enrolled at MSAD in 1883, when she was around 7
years old.
During her years at MSAD, people remembered
her as a very smart student and a friendly, well-liked
person. She graduated at the top of her class in
1893. She was also the first black female to
graduate from MSAD.
She applied to Gallaudet University, but was
denied admission because of the color of her skin.
That didn’t stop her. She went ahead and became a
teacher for black deaf children in North Carolina
and Texas for many years.

We students thought about giving Blanche a
name sign. We discussed it for a while and asked
different people about their opinions. We don’t
know if she had a name sign, and what it was, since
she passed away in 1936 and nobody is still alive to
tell us what her name sign was. We discussed her
life experiences. She was successful, even though
she was black, Deaf, and a woman in a time of
discrimination.
Finally, we decided on this name sign: using your
forefinger and thumb, make the sign for “necklace.”
When you look at the picture of Blanche, you will
see she is wearing a necklace and a V-necked shirt.
Blanche looks very formal and very well-respected
in this picture. The necklace shows she was a classy
woman, and we want to show our respect to Blanche
by remembering her class.
Thank you.

She came back to Minnesota to visit in 1912, and
friends hosted a reception for her in St. Paul. A
newspaper article said Blanche was “a favorite of all
who knew her,” and many people attended the
reception. Blanche was also invited by the principal,
J.L. Smith, to give a speech to MSAD students on
the first day of the 1912 school year.
The newspaper, Companion, said she hadn’t
changed at all, the “passing years have rested lightly
on her head, and she is the same sunny-natured girl
that she was at school here. She has had her share of
trials and tribulations, but they have not soured or
embittered her in the least. She has made good in
her life out in the world, and she is a graduate of
whom this school has ample reason to feel proud.”
In her later years, she moved back to Chicago
and became a missionary and advocate for the local
Deaf and black Deaf community. She also became
involved with the National Association of the Deaf.
She was profiled in The Silent W orker, a popular
national newspaper for the Deaf in 1926. The Silent
Worker said she was the “most accomplished deaf
lady of her race in America.”

Blanche Wilkins, in a 1926 photo from The Silent
Worker.

Throwback to the Past

Then and Now:
Now that MSAD students are nicely settled in the new Wilkins Hall dormitory building, The Companion is dedicating this Throwback Page to dorm life!
Top photo: Three students, John Wojciechowski, Peter Paul Kasparick and Adolph Weber, are reading in their dormitory room
in Barron Hall, circa 1900. The walls and furniture are covered with framed photos. President McKinley’s portrait can be seen on
the upper right corner of the picture.
Bottom photo: Two students, Remington Keeler and Marc Nolasco, are pleasantly conversing with each other in their dormitory
room in Wilkins Hall, circa 2018. The only decoration on the wall is a large flat-screen television monitor used as part of the
school’s mass communications system. Daily announcements and visual emergency alerts will flash on the monitors, which are
placed in every hallway and room (yes, even the bathrooms!).
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