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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE:
Greetings,
Students at GMS have been working hard in and out of the classrooms, providing a wide variety of opportunities to learn in unique and fun ways. This month the Villanova Marching Band played in front of Lineberry Hall as we celebrated White Cane safety. Students had the opportunity to listen for sounds as the band taught participants about the different families of instruments and how they make different pitches and tones. GMS proudly shared their history of the school, as we approach our 175th anniversary. They also shared how they travel safely using their canes and how they access the curriculum using braille and assistive technology. Later that day, students had the opportunity to meet and talk with Paralympian champion Lex Gillette. National Blind Sports day was October 5th. 
Additionally, GMS participated in Pink Out Cancer Awareness activities by purchasing T-shirts, selling lemonade, and having special pink treats in the dining hall to help bring awareness to cancer research, prevention, and early detection. 
Students also attended the STEM Career Showcase for Students with Disabilities on Tuesday, October 15th. Students had the opportunity to learn hands-on skills and careers related to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. Our Career and Technical Education (CTE) staff and LC Industries facilitated a student trip to IFB (Industries for the Blind) Solutions for “Disability Mentoring Day (DMD)”. The event is designed to bring students and job seekers with disabilities into the workplace to learn about various career opportunities. Students were paired with a career professional to learn what it means to work in the field or occupation, observe a typical workday, identify necessary skills, and explore possible internships or employment prospects. Students will continue to explore workplace skills and opportunities for future employment as part of our curriculum. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On October 23rd, all GMS students and staff attended the NC State Fair. Students were able to tie in community-based instruction and the Expanded Core Curriculum as they participated in all the State Fair had to offer. The month concluded with students going to the NC Legislative Building to participate in a trick-or-treat event and advocate for GMS with members of the General Assembly. 
I would like to thank all our community partners, families, and staff for incorporating the materials students are learning in the classrooms to the opportunities outside the classroom. By making these connections our students can immediately apply their skills and knowledge to real world situations.   
Sincerely, 
Matthew Mescall 
[image: ]      [image: ]      [image: ]      [image: ]
(Pictures: From left- Villanova Band, Lex Gillette, students at State Fair, and Pink Out T-shirt)
MONTHLY REVIEW:  OCTOBER 
· October 3- Students visited UNCG 
· October 7 to 11- Pink Out Cancer Awareness Week
· October 7- Playhouse Handbell Group Performance
· October 14- Villanova Marching Band and Visit from Paralympian Lex Gillette
· October 15- White Cane Safety Day
· October 15- STEM Career Showcase for Students with Disabilities
· October 17- IFB Human Resources team visited GMS for Job Readiness session
· October 23- NC State Fair Trip
· October 31- Visit to the General Assembly and Trick or Treating
UPCOMING EVENTS:  NOVEMBER 
· November 4 - Ms. Z & The Girls Coffee Night
· November 4- Pre-ACT 
· November 13- All Advisory Councils of Deaf and Blind schools meeting
· November 14- Human Rights Committee Meeting
· November 21- GMS acapella performs at Exceptional Children's Conference
· November 21- O&M Spanish Field Trip
· November 22- Students go home for Thanksgiving Break
· November 25-29- Thanksgiving Break 
· December 1- Students arrive back to campus
· December 2- School resumes  
MORE PICTURES
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Pictures from top to Left- GMS Student demonstrating musical talents to Villanova Marching Band, Band member teaching parts of the saxophone, Playhouse Handbell Group Performance.
Bottom from left to right- Sign at State Fair, UNCG mentor sharing college readiness with students, White Cane Day Assembly
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