Weekly Memos – February 4, 2019
Superintendent Finds A Surprise in the
Governor’s Office
Last week, I had the honor and privilege to engage Governor Bill
Lee. Several members of his senior cabinet were present and we had
a great time talking about our great state. The meeting format was to
listen, learn and fellowship. If you can recall, Governor Lee visited
Fayette County several times, but one time in particular was
sponsored by the Fayette County Farm Bureau Women hosted by
Lucinda and Commissioner Willie German. Commissioner Homer
Bunker invited me to attend at the last minute. Although I had
another engagement in Nashville at the time, and I had engaged with
Governor Lee on several occasions throughout the campaign trail, I
thought I would drop in briefly to visit with him. Well, Senator
Gresham knew that I had to be in Nashville and the clock was
ticking, so once the RV arrived she hurriedly escorted me to
Governor Lee so that I could express my regards/support for his visit. Little did we know, that someone
was taking pictures. Behind me in the picture, you will vaguely see Commissioner Terry Leggett and
also Republican State Executive Committeewoman Kathy Bryson. You can see a clear picture at this
website https://transition.billlee.com/priorities/
If you have been following our social media sites or even notice our billboard postings, we constantly
advocate, “CHOOSE Fayette Schools” or “CHOOSE US”. Also, if you read my column a while back, I
shared the great things about our public school system and concluded with these things only happen in
Fayette County - Only In Fayette County. Well, here’s another example of our slogan. Fayette County
has a presence in the Governor’s conference room. Now, I would like to conclude, Governor Lee
continues to express his vision for being the Governor for all people. From all of my engagements with
him, past and present, he continues to show that he’s a man of faith with a heart to serve the people. As
you know, Governor Lee has roots in our county, and he makes it no secret. In one of my social media
posts, I shared that it was my new responsibility to convert the nonbeliever to become believers Believe In Tennessee (Governor Lee’s campaign slogan). Let’s not forget to CHOOSE Fayette Schools
- you’ll be glad you did. Bye for now but stay tuned. -M

2019-20 Transfers
Audience: All Staff
If you would like to request a transfer to another location for the 2019-2020 school year, please click
the attached link to submit your request. If you DO NOT wish to transfer, then you DO NOT have to
take any action. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Redditt at CAB. Please click this link
to submit your transfer request.

Licenses Expiring in August 2019
Audience: Teachers
If your teaching license expires this August 2019 you must take action now to renew your license. All
educators must have 60 professional development points to renew their license and 30 points to advance
their license. A renewal or advancement transaction must be submitted in the TN Compass system by
February 15.

The Choice for Pre-K Parents
As Fayette County Public Schools continue to grow,
the Pre-kindergarten program is a stand out. From
social and recreational play to kindergarten
readiness, each of the district’s four elementary
schools are exceeding parents’ expectations. To find
out if FCPS free Pre-Kindergarten is the winning
choice for your family, you may contact Mrs. Jodi
Joyner, Pre-K Coordinator, at 4655260. Registration for the Fall 2019-2020 school
year will be held at each elementary school March
5th-7th.

4-H’ers Present Speeches at County Contest;
Winners Advancing to Sub-Regional Speech
Contest in Shelby County
The Fayette County 4-H Public Speaking Contest was held
Tuesday, January 29th at Buckley-Carpenter Elementary. We are so
proud of all our contestants – everyone did a wonderful job! We
also had a good crowd of contestants, families, school principals,
and community supporters.
First place club winners in 4-8th grades from all county schools
competed against each other to decide a county champion for each
grade. Congratulations to our Fayette Co. champions who are
moving on to the sub-regional contest: 4th grade – Harris Armour,
IV., Fayette Academy; 5th grade – Elizabeth Snyder, BuckleyCarpenter Elementary; 6th grade – Katie Halford, Fayette Academy;
7th grade – Morgan Kenyon, East Jr. High; 8th grade – Everette Doyle, East Jr. High. The sub-regional
contest will be in March in Shelby County (details to be announced).
We would also like to congratulate all of our County 4-H Public Speaking contestants! We invited all
the first place club winners (35), and 19 came to the county competition. Everyone did a great job and
pushed through their nerves, leaving our judges facing some hard decisions. Thank you to our judges
(commissioners, public officials, community leaders, volunteers) who volunteered their evening to help
with our event. This event was a great way for the 4-H’ers to experience speaking in front of a crowd,
We hope everyone will plan to compete next year, too! If you would like more information about the
public speaking contest or about Fayette County 4-H activities, please contact the Extension office at
901-465-5233, agee@utk.edu, or marjshae@utk.edu.

Rotary Offers Resources
During each school year, Rotary International’s Somerville Club invites selected students to attend their
weekly luncheon meetings. The students are there to learn from local businessmen about the Rotary
program and how it helps both the local and then international communities. The student Rotarians for
February are Katie Ayala and Trenton Hubbard. Both are seniors at Fayette-Ware High School and
members of the National Honors Society.
Katie is a Lady Wildcat who excelled in soccer, track and cross country. The daughter of Mariano and
Celia Ayala, Katie maintains a 4.0 G.P.A. while participating in the Interact Club, the Beta Club and the
Spanish Club. Additionally, she is an honors physics student who is successfully completing dual
enrollment or college credit classes at University of Martin, Somerville campus. With spring
approaching, Miss Ayala is making final decisions regarding her college and career paths.
Trent represented the Fayette-Ware Wildcats as an All-star football player. The son of Elizabeth
Rodrigues, he remains active in the National Spanish Club, Beta and Interact Clubs while maintaining a
G.P.A. of 3.75 or better. Trent is currently earning dual (college) credit from the University of
Tennessee Martin, Somerville campus. In the fall of 2019, Mr. Hubbard will attend the University of
Memphis where he will pursue a career in nursing.

A Sell-Out for the Wildcats!
On January 25, a Wildcat-crazed crowd braved frigid temperatures to be part of Fayette-Ware’s
Basketball Homecoming 2019. The “Warehouse” filled up early with beloved alumni, community
members, families and friends. Over two-thousand supporters came to watch both Wildcat teams take
on Bolivar Central. Although the opposing team was able to withstand the pressure of the hometown
crowd and win the games, the Wildcat family remained in a celebratory mood. They cheered their
approval as the lovely homecoming winners for 2019 were presented.

Homecoming Court, (L to R). Freshman princess, Daisha Douglas; Sophomore
princess, Georgene Jones, Queen, Shakira Price; and Senior Princess, Anna Taylor

Soaring With Science
West Junior High was the location for a science fair that set the bar high. With an impressive number of
over 200 student projects to view, an inspired Thursday night crowd shuffled from one amazing display
to the next. Whenever charged with the task of judging the projects, Shalonda Franklin, Chief of
School at West and her Deputy Chief, Dr. Brian Cunningham struggled with their choices. After calling
in reinforcements, decisions were eventually made and winners announced. The West Junior High
Science Fair is sure to be a favored event for years to come.

Interact Enters Fayette County
A one-of-a-kind ceremony took place at Fayette-Ware Comprehensive High School on Monday
evening, January 28th. In the presence of local and school leaders, Interact and Rotary representatives
and families, Fayette Ware’s Rotary-sponsored Interact Club became certified.
The Interact Club is a service organization, dedicated to meeting the needs of the community and the
world through hands-on projects. Interact Club members and Rotary International, Somerville, who
sponsored them, share the motto: “Service Above Self.” The brief ceremony included the presentation
of a certificate to Fayette-Ware Interact President, Trey Peppers, by Mr. Tommy Russell. Mr. Russell is
the Assistant District Governor for Western Tennessee and a member of the Brownsville Rotary Club.
Mr. Bruce Quinn, Youth Services Coordinator from Gallatin, Tennessee and John Wallace, Rotary
International Educational Representative were also on hand to support this Fayette-Ware
accomplishment.
For entertainment, a solo was provided by Zach Harvey, an Interact member. Mrs. Lisa Plunk of
CCTE’s Culinary Arts Department along with several students created beautiful tables and
refreshments. New members are encouraged. The club’s advisor is Mrs. Janet Throneberry and the Coadvisor, Mrs. Chas Self.

Lady Wildcat Signs to Play College Soccer
Close to Home
Senior Lady Wildcat Jada Lurry has decided to extend her
soccer career at Dyersburg State Community College. Jada has
been a consistent, well-rounded athlete for Fayette-Ware. She
played four years of soccer, cross country, and track; adding
one year of softball, basketball and cheer. In just the 7th year of
soccer at Fayette-Ware, Jada is the 4th Lady Wildcat to sign
and 5th lady to play soccer at the college level. “Jada is a great
athlete with a great personality and we are excited that she
chose to become an Eagle,” said Coach Robert Lutrell of
Dyersburg State. Fall of 2019 will be Dyersburg State’s second
season, as Coach Lutrell started the program last year. They
play in the TCCAA against teams like Itawamba, Motlow and
Southwest C.C., where incidentally, Jada will go head to head with former Wildcat Sarah McKinley.

Middle Schools Make Tournament Appearances, Aspirations of State
Championships
Fayette County Public Schools own West Jr and East Jr Highs both had teams in the first round of the
2019 TMSAA Section 3 Basketball Tournament on Saturday Jan. 26th in Newbern, Tenn. West had both
the girls’ and boys’ teams qualify while East just had the girls’ team qualify for the tournament. West
boys played Crestview Middle of Covington in the first round but could not get the victory. East girls
played against Three Oaks Middle and they also could not get a win on this day. West Jr High, last
year’s sectional champs played host to Northview Middle in the opening game and it was not even
close. West girls extend their undefeated season beating the Choctaws 52-10. West Lady Lions will
play again Monday the 28th for a place in the sectional championship Thursday. This is the first year
TMSAA will actually hold a state championship for middle school and the Lady Lions have as good a
shot as any to reach it. FCPS and Fayette County can be proud of all three teams, as they showed spirit,
toughness and grace whether they lost or won Saturday. Great job Lions and Bulldogs on a good
season. We are proud of you all!

East Girls vs. Three Oaks Choctaws

West Boys vs. Crestview Middle

West Girls vs. Northview Middle

Wildcats Even the Score with Tomcats in the Warehouse
On Tuesday, Jan. 29th, the Haywood Tomcats came to Somerville hoping to strengthening their
seeding in the district by defeating the Wildcats a second time this season. Previously, Wildcat ladies
and boys lost to Haywood in Haywood County. Ladies were up first and this game was much more
competitive than the previous game. It was close for most of the game but Lady Wildcats get the district
win 55-43 over Lady Tomcats. Then the boys were up seeking to rectify the loss they took at Haywood.
Their previous game was competitive from the start, however on this night the Tomcats came out on
fire looking to put a exclamation point on a second victory. Leading all of the first half, Haywood was
up by 15 at the half, but only by one after the third quarter. But on this night, it would not be the case
for Haywood. The Wildcats would put together a fantastic fourth quarter with defense and then Tre
Yates hitting three 3s in a row. Wildcats even the tally with Haywood, defeating the Tomcats by 10, 7363! It’s a sweep of Haywood on this night!

