March 29th, 2019
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS
Wed 4/17

Lunch on the Lawn see page 7

Thurs 4/18

Collaboration Day (11:40
dismissal)

Tues 4/23

PTSA Meeting 8:30am

Thurs 4/25

Restaurant Night 11am-9pm
see page 5

Fir 4/26

Spring Show 8:30am and
10:15am see page 5

Mon 4/29-5/3

Teacher Appreciation Week

The Highland Oaks Master Calendar is
available at www.ho.ausd.net, please click on
Parents>PTSA>Event Calendar.

From the HOPTSA President…
Dear Highland Oaks Parents,
We held HOPTSA’s annual association meeting this Tuesday
and elected members of the incoming board. Let’s
congratulate our new board members and thank them for
taking on the leadership roles for next year. Many thanks
also go to the nominating committee for working hard to
ensure a smooth and efficient nomination/election process.
Thanks also for the parents who attended the election
meeting and expressed interest in getting involved with
HOPTSA work.
We had also a successful Literacy Week program at the
beginning of the month. Many thanks for our program chairs
Jean and Michelle for their amazing ideas and inspiring
enthusiasm!
I wish for everybody to have a refreshing break and hope we
can spring back to action after the break. Lunch on the Lawn
is coming up. The event is a great way to enjoy lunch with
your child at school. In the upcoming months, we will start
planning for next school year including Hawk Day registration
planning, setting calendar for next year, and draft HOPTSA
budgets. If you have any suggestions, please feel free to
contact me or other members of the school board so that
your voice will be heard.
Sincerely,
Hua Chen, HOPTSA President
h.chen5@gmail.com (626) 215-4694
Elected members of the incoming 2019-2020 PTSA Board
President: Hua Chen
Executive VP: Kathryn Eamranond
VP of Communications: Yuhong Huang
VP Ways and Means: Julie Liang
VP Room Reps: Amy Liu
Recording Secretary: Michelle Wu
Corresponding Secretary: Trisha Dawkins
Financial Secretary: Cristina Wu
Treasurer: Tim Snyder
Auditor: Farrah Fei
Historian: Michelle Lee

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Puzzle pieces created by students during a
Disability Awareness event, “Special You,
Special Me, Celebrate Different Abilities” see
page 6 for full story.

STEM Night- calling all parents who have a background
in STEM. If you would like to demonstrate a STEM
concept for kids during May 10th STEM night or simply
help out no experience needed, please contact Matt
Taylor mtaylor@techvisits.com

TOGETHER WE SOAR
When imagination meets
determination a beautiful school
wide project is created. Take a look
in the MPR and your eyes will widen
with amazement at brilliance and
size of the wings display. Parent
Barbara Miles organized an art
project that involved students,
teachers and staff each painting a
paper feather. Her husband, Ray
built the nearly 9 foot tall wooden
display. Barbara and her daughter,
Jessica then spent a full day
mounting over 750 feathers. Thanks
Barbara for being an inspiration!

Literacy Week
Last month, Highland Oaks joined the National
Education Association in the Read Across America
Program to encourage our children to read. We had a
great number of participants in the Postcard Contest.
The students met a local author, Victoria Nelson who
spoke about her book, Hiya Moriah. Big thanks to all
the teachers, staff and parent volunteers for making this
a fun filled week: Mrs. Mattera, Mrs. Johnson, Joyce
Hong, Michelle Wu, and Angela Fan
-Jean Peng, Co-chair

Author, Victoria Nelson

Winners of the postcard contest

COFFEE TALK with Keely
Millikin, Kylie Molnar,
and Maelyn Cacho
Let's welcome this year's new Highland Oaks
Designing Dads Performing Arts staff. They have been
working hard all year with TK-3rd and the 4th-5th
grade Show Choir teaching them the art of singing,
dancing and performing. Thank you for your
continued support of Highland Oaks Designing Dads.
Tell us a little bit about yourself.
Keely: I am the director of Centre Stage Inc., a nonprofit music and theatre company providing
education for your youth in our community. I grew up
in Monrovia, CA and had a desire to pursue music
and musical theatre, but our area had nothing for me.
So when I graduated college my purpose in life was
clear, create high quality program in my own
community. We offer 20 years of experience in our
studio classes, musical theatre performances and our
on-site school programs, by education the children
with professionals in the industry that have the skills
to impart in the industry. I also find it important to be
involved in the community and have been an active
member of the Arcadia Stage board, Vice President of
the Monrovia Community Coordinating Council and
the Monrovia Days Board. I place a high level of
expectations on my students to help not only develop
their skills on the stage, but for them to learn the
importance of always striving for excellence and
dedication to a craft that teaches time management,
discipline and expression of one’s true self.
Kylie: I have been a part of Centre Stage Inc. for 16
years. I started studying dance and voice with Centre
Stage at the age of 8 and went on to study musical
theater and choral vocal performance at Citrus
College thereafter. I have traveled around the world
performing in places such as China, the Philippines,
Germany and the Czech Republic. In 2016 I had the
wonderful opportunity of performing off-Broadway
at the Broadway Comedy Club in NYC, where I was a
featured soloist in a Broadway style cabaret! Not only
do I teach here at Highland Oaks, but I also have the
pleasure of working as the resident choreographer
for Royal Oaks Middle School in Covina, where I was
awarded “Best Direction of a Musical” from the
National Youth Arts Association just last year! I enjoy
teaching musical theater techniques and spreading

my knowledge and passion for the arts to the upcoming
generation of students! I have the best job and couldn’t
ask for anything more!
Maelyn: I have been a part of Centre Stage Inc. since
2010. I met Keely at Citrus College in 2009 and the rest
is history. I grew up performing since I was four and
studied various performance arts at the Colburn School
of Performing Arts from the ages 7 to 13. At that
school, I learned vocal techniques, piano repertoire,
and classical dance styles. In high school, I discovered
the joy of musical theatre. By the time I finished college
I performed numerous roles in SoCal theatres and
travelled all over the world (Germany, Czech, New
York, and Hawaii) with the famous choir, Citrus Singers.
I have worked with Centre Stage doing everything from
stage managing, private vocal teacher, choreographer
and marketing. The last nine years have been a
testament to my love of performing arts and my
commitment to creating the future of Broadway and
the Arts. I am more than thrilled to bring that same
passion to the kids at Highland Oaks!
Can you describe an early memory of your interest in
music/dance/acting?
Keely: Two years old on my rocking chair belting out
the songs in my little play school record player and
Debbie Boone.
Kylie: When I was little, I loved putting on my Nana’s
high heels, heading into the kitchen, and pretending I
knew how to tap dance! At times, I would gather my
sisters in the living room and force them to put on a
show for my mom and dad when they arrived to pick us
up from my grandparent’s house. It was a full
performance, costume changes and all! When I found
Centre Stage and began studying, I quickly knew this
was going to be something I would continue doing for
the rest of my life. Fast forward 16 years and
performing/teaching has completely consumed my life!
Maelyn: You don’t choose the performing life. The
performing life chooses you. My mother was a singer
and would always parade around singing at home so I
was exposed to it at an early age. My mother would put
on these “shows” which featured herself as the star. If I
was cool enough, I could sing with her. Most times I
would just be happy to listen to my mom sing. But soon
enough I was curious if I could sing like her. Turns out the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree and I was
hooked from the moment I sang into a microphone. I
went on to win Little Miss Philippines with my rendition
of My Heart Will Go On from Titanic and I knew I was
meant to do this.
Continued page 4

Continued from page 3
What is your favorite genre of music/dance/acting?
Keely: I love so many kinds of music but Broadway is my favorite.
Kylie: Musical theater all the way! Anything that screams cheesy, fun, and sparkles!
Maelyn: That’s like asking me what kind of food I like. I like them all! But if I were to pick one: I have a deep
appreciation for soul music.
What is the silliest/funniest/or wackiest thing you have been a part of in the name of music/dance/acting?
Keely: In college I was a “recycling can” character at the LA COUNTY FAIR. It was one of the hardest jobs. Heavy
costume, so hot, long hours and people throwing trash at me. Looking back it makes me laugh.
Kylie: I did a Christmas show at the Candlelight Pavilion in Claremont a few years back and I was asked to play a
T-Rex and do a ballet number. Yes, a blow up T-Rex, with a tutu, doing ballet...it was epic! So much fun and
always got a good laugh!
Maelyn: I wouldn’t consider this the funniest or silliest but I was Mama Claus in a Christmas show. A beige
Mama Claus. I could feel my ancestors quaking with pride.
If you could go on America's Got Talent or Dancing with Stars, what would you perform?
Keely: My two favorite songs to sing are a jazz piece “Thou Swell” and Broadway Cabaret song ”The Girl in 14G”
Kylie: You would probably see me on Dancing with the Stars before America’s Got Talent. I would love to dance
on that show and wear all the sparkly costumes!
Maelyn: This may or may not surprise people but I’d probably go on America’s Got Talent as a singer. A
comedian would be a close second.
Tell us about this year’s Spring Show.
Keely: This year’s spring show is a compilation of Broadway, popular music featuring the Beatles, Top 40 Hits
and the Golden Years of Broadway. Since this is our first year teaching at Highland Oaks, we casted a wide net to
engage the students in many genres of music.
Kylie: I’ve had a blast building this show with Keely and Maelyn. The kids have worked so hard to put this whole
show together and the final product is going to be something Highland Oaks has never seen before. The music is
recognizable, which makes it fun for the parents and fun for the students! They are having a blast and that
makes our job so fun and so rewarding!
Maelyn: This year’s Spring Show will feature music that everyone will recognize as well as music from musicals
that may not be familiar to everyone. We at Centre Stage feel that it is important to pass on the music from our
past to the next generation so that they too can form an appreciation of it. There will be hits from today to the
oldest hits from Broadway! Through our time here, we believe we achieved the goal to inspire the next
generation to love the entire spectrum of music. Because music/dancing/singing really is for everyone: from our
young ones in TK to the dazzling show choir, this year’s Spring Show is going to be one for the books!

This year’s Talent Show included 72 different acts. We were entertained by stand-up comedy,
magic, dance, song, music from various instruments and athleticism. All the kids did an amazing job
and had a great time. Thank you teachers, Mr. Harrison, and Mrs. Wayne, Ms. Avakians, Ms. Hawkins,
Mrs. Williams and parents Dawn Stone, Patrick Shen and Nana Shen. Thank you to the video club
students, Naomi Stone, Kaitlin Liu and Lucas Shen for filming the event.

Designing Dads Updates
The field trips to watch Stuart Little live performance,
for the 4th and 5th graders are underway.
The Spring show on Friday, April 26 will showcase TK3 and Show choir. There are two times for the same
performance. Parents will be assigned to a show to
balance the audience.
Show 1: 8:30-10am, Show 2: 10:15-11:45am

RESTAURANT NIGHT

Our next board meeting for Designing Dads is in April
where we will discuss nominations for next year’s
board. Keely Milliken, our performing arts teacher,
will be our guest speaker. Meeting is for board
members only. If anyone is interested in becoming
nominated on the Designing Dads Board, please let
Karen Hsueh know by emailing her at:
Highlandoaksdd@gmail.com

Come and enjoy pizza while
supporting our school.
Where: Westfield Santa Anita Mall
When: Thursday April 25 11am-9pm
20% of sales from Highland Oaks
families go back to our school.
-Dawn Stone dawnhortonstone@gmail.com

Highland Oaks is collecting Box Tops for
Education. Every 10 collected = $1. It's a
great way to collect some extra funds to
purchase books, new technology, and
much more for our school. Send the box
tops with your child to class.

Helping Hawks Club hosted a disability awareness event called Special You, Special Me,
Celebrate Different Abilities. Each class participated in five different rotations learning about
different. Our goal was to create empathy and share our similarities and celebrate our differences. At
the physical disabilities station, students used a wheel chair and tried to accomplish simple tasks with
only one hand. At the hearing impaired station, students learned the alphabet, some simple phrases,
and a song in sign language. At the visual impairment station, students felt Braille books, wrote their
name in Braille and practiced using a blind cane to get around. We also had an autism station where K-2
students saw a Sesame Street video about a Muppet character named Julia with autism. The 3 - 5th
grade students watched a Marvelous Max video as well as a video from the perspective of an autistic
child visiting the mall. The final station dealt with fine motor challenges. Students tried daily activities
with gloves or socks on their hands and tried writing with a straw covering their pencil. Arcadia High
School Voices for Abilities Club also came to speak with students. At the end, every student illustrated
or wrote on a puzzle piece to show how they are unique. The puzzle pieces are displayed in the back
library windows. The kids had a lot of fun and engaged in great classroom discussions afterward.-Mrs.
Williams

