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Mrs. Mlakar's 5th grade science class has been studying the human body. During our discussion of the skeletal
system, students dissected owl pellets. Students compared human bones to rodent bones. Students applied the
scientific method to make their observations in their lab journals and to write a lab report.

Basket of Love
Student Council sponsored a food drive for the local food bank. Between the elementary and high school, over
2,300 items were collected. The volleyball tournament produced over 800 items alone! The volunteers at the
food bank were thankful for the donations and for the assistance of sorting and storing the goods. All donations
benefit our local community.

From all the turkeys in 4th grade, we wish you a happy Thanksgiving!
We learned about dia de los muertos and created sugar skulls.

There will be plenty of precipitation this time of year- we know all about the water cycle.

We used our knowledge of electrical circuits to create a variety of buildings. Haunted houses, pizza shops, and
hotels were all “lit up.”

We enjoyed the Veteran’s Day assembly and were proud to participate in the 4th grade chorus!

It was a great day at the Children’s Hospital Walk-a-Thon- raising money for a great cause!

Red Ribbon Week!

Our Tower Garden is a great success! It is exploding
with healthy greens.

CORE
The Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness grant (OTDA) provided the opportunity for 55 students (grade 10
and AP Biology students) to spend the day at the Center for Organ Recovery and Education. Students had the
opportunity to learn what OPO’s (organ procurement organization) do and how they promote education about
organ donation. Our students heard from a mother whose son donated his organs following a tragic car
accident. They also heard from a young woman that received a heart when she was 11 years old and has lived a
very normal life since. We wrapped up the day with a “live” (via skype) autopsy conducted by Ray Volmer and
competed in a game of Organ Jeopardy.

Homer-Center HS
held their annual
OTDA Kickoff
assembly in October.
Students had the
opportunity to meet
the parents of Quinn
Santini. Quinn
received a life-saving
heart transplant at the
age of 3 months.
Kelly and Joe Santini,
Quinn’s parents, told
her amazing story to a
captive audience.
The theme for the
grant this year is
“health and wellness”
so students also heard
from local Homer City businessman, Jesse Webber. Mr. Webber owns Forged Fitness and has an extensive
background in health and wellness. The key to a healthy life is a good balance of proper diet and exercise.

Saint Francis Science Day
AP Biology students visited SFU on Tuesday, November 20th. Students spent the day touring the campus and
getting a taste of the college science experience. Many students were a little nervous to “go out on their own”
through campus. After experiencing independence first hand, they felt much better at the end of the day. Our
quiz bowl team defeated Dubois in the first round, but fell to Altoona in round 2.
Favorite sessions at Science Day were: Tiny Houses, Are You At Risk for Injury?, Science Jeopardy and the
quiz bowl.

Accelerated Readers
Sixth graders Eli Butterly, Nathan Birchall, Brianna Taylor, Braden Dunn, Riley Miscik, Noah Turk, Collin
Daugherty, Brian Mills, GiGi Palmer, Gracie Anderson, Alexis Mitchell, Kendall Scalese, Abby Wadsworth,
and Hannah Arone (missing from photo) were treated to a cereal and donut breakfast Friday morning for
reaching 100% of their Accelerated Reader points goal in the first quarter. Congratulations to each of these
students on a job well done!

Fitness Club
The Homer-Center Fitness Club sponsored our annual Basket of Love volleyball tournament the day before
Thanksgiving break. It was a terrific success as over 900 food items were donated from the 9 teams that
participated. There was a Senior High bracket, and a Junior High bracket. The winner of the Senior High
bracket was the “Team Old School” faculty team, composed of several teachers that rotated in and out through
the morning. The winning team of the Junior High bracket was also the overall winner of the entire tournament,
as they took down the highly-feared “Old School” faculty team. The members of the winning team were: Gabi
Page, Mya Fatula, Marlee Kochman, Bela Bence, Jonah Arone, Noah Henry, Justin Walbeck, and Anthony
Rowland. Congratulations to the winners and to all that participated!

American History
Students in Mrs. Yurky’s American History class created websites focused on the American Revolutionary
War.

Jr.- Sr. High Guidance News December 2018
Recruiters Interpret ASVAB Scores & Introduce Career Planning Tool for 10th Graders

All 10th graders completed the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) in November. The
ASVAB cannot be used for military entrance when taken prior to the 11th grade year. The purpose in having all
10th graders complete the battery was to expose them to their personal Holland Career Code. The Holland Code
is utilized to point students toward careers that match with their personal interests and abilities. The ASVAB

provides a tool which identifies each student’s Holland Code. In December, each student will take an interest
inventory and be provided with many online resources that will help them research career and postsecondary
opportunities that align with their personal interests and skills. This is one part of the comprehensive career
planning tools the Guidance Office is utilizing to help students plan for their future. Upperclass students were
also given the opportunity to take the ASVAB by signing up ahead of time to take the test.

$12,500 Grant Awarded to County Counselors for Career Prep
The Indiana County Counselors Association applied for and recently earned a $12,500 grant to be used for
career preparation from the Tri County Workforce Investment Board. The HC Counselors have been working in
cooperation with The Indiana County Chamber of Commerce, Indiana County Career Link, ARIN IU, other
Indiana County School Counselors and many local business partners on several career exploration and planning
initiatives for Indiana County students. On April 4, 2019 ICCA is teaming up with Career Link to host a career
exploration day and job fair at the Kovalcik Center. In the morning that day, approximately 650 Indiana County
sophomores will travel to the Kovalcik Center to hear keynote speakers talk about careers in the following
fields: Business, Health, Manufacturing, Transportation, IT/Communications, and Construction & Energy. In
addition, over 120 local employers will be on display for students to gather information and have conversations
regarding those careers. In the afternoon on that same day undecided seniors will travel to the fair to distribute
their resumes and seek out local jobs. We’re excited about the partnerships that have been formed and the
opportunities that are becoming available for our students through these initiatives.

Shhhhhh…Testing in Progress

The first winter wave of Keystone Testing is underway for students re-testing in the subjects of Literature and
Biology. The Algebra exam will be given in January. As usual, we’re proud of our HC students as they strive to
earn proficiency. We wish you were able to see the atmosphere in our testing environment as the students are
clearly prepared, serious, and diligently working to reach their goal. They are focused on personal growth and
achievement.

High School Interact Club volunteers at First Annual Literacy Day Event at the
Homer City Public Library
Seniors members of the High School Interact Club, Katlyn Hippchen, Garrett Mock, Zach Zelensky, Logan
Williams, Jacob Zeiler, Faith Buggey, Kaleb Kolesar, and Junior, Katie Burgess, volunteered their time on

Saturday, December 8th, to work at Literacy Day. They helped with activities and readings that were centered
around “Animals in the Winter”. Students from the Interact Club also donated cookies for the event.

HCEA Spreads Holiday Cheer
HCEA donated $200 in Aldi gift cards for families in need. Homer Family Christmas event, sponsored by
FCA, also donated an additional $200 in gift cards. Volunteers assembled cookie platters to go with the gift
cards.

Hoop Shoot
Homer-Center hosted the local round of the Elk’s National Hoop Shoot on Saturday Dec. 8.

Winners:
Back Row (L to R) Kylie Meyer, Max Voyda, Gi Gi Palmer
Front Row (L to R) Collin Dunn, Sydney Liming, Ethan Palmer
These students will represent Homer-Center in the Sectional Round of the Elk's National Hoop Shoot held on
January 5th at the Indiana County YMCA.

Physics
Students in Physics class built a model of the school using their Unit Conversion skills. They measured in feet,
converting to meters and finally building in centimeters.

We catch INFORMATION in our SPIDER WEBS…What do you catch?

Students in Ms. Bruno’s APUSH class shared source-based information about the topic that they were studying.
SPIDERWEBBING is a teaching strategy that creates open discussion of textual material. Each student is
given index cards on which a name, policy, concept or event is written. The teacher starts the discussion by
saying what her card is & then explaining it to the class. Any student who can connect his card to that topic is
thrown the spool of string. That student then explains his concept after which another student indicates that he
can make a connection to that concept…repeat…repeat…, eventually creating a ‘spider web’ of knowledge.
The students are able to dig deep to show cause & effect & make historical connections, showing similarities &
differences.
…ALSO IN APUSH…
Students recently completed writing letters to their “Grandmothers or Grandfathers,” talking as a grandchild
who was living during the late-1800s/early-1900s. The shared w/ their “grandparents” how things have
transformed since the era in which their “grandparents” lived. Students wrote to them about newly invented
machines, cultural changes, economic reforms, etc. As a review for the chapter test, their letters were displayed
& read one-by-one from the digital projector. Students wrote about different topics, allowing for a successful
assessment.

48th World Affairs Institute –

Exploring the New Space Age

We would like to formally thank the Indiana Rotary for once again sponsoring two students & a teacher to attend
the World Affairs Institute which was held at Heinz History Center. Juniors Savanna Ahlborn & Katherine
Burgess, along with Ms. Bruno, traveled to Pgh. for the day to learn about the many facets of Space
Exploration. Actions in orbit can have consequences for everybody & our students today are lucky to live
during a time when actual space “life” will be possible. Economic, political, legal, psychological, social &
scientific factors were a few of the topics about which the experts spoke.
~~Dinosaurs didn’t have a space program & look where they are now!~~
The following week, the students & Ms. Bruno were welcomed to the Rotary dinner to debrief with the Rotarians.
During their one hour presentation, students & Rotarians enjoyed a very engaging dialogue.
--- LAW SPEAKERS --Ms. Bruno’s Law class had the honor of visiting Mag. Steffee’s courtroom to observe four hearings & speak
with PSP troopers about their roles & police/court procedures. Additionally, we watched a teleconferenced
arraignment on an inmate lodged in the Indiana County Jail.
We thank Mag. Steffee & the PSP for giving this eye-opening opportunity to us.

We sincerely thank the following speakers of this semester’s Law class. They gave of their time & expertise to
educate our student in a one-on-one fashion which is greatly appreciated!!!
Mrs. Kathy Monko – ARIN IU, Homeless Advocate
Dr. Paul McCauley – Retired IUP Criminology Professor, Expert Witness
Detective David Rostis – Chief Detective, Indiana County District Attorney’s Office
Officer Francis Plummer – Seward Police Department
Chief Tony Jellison & Thor – Homer City Police Department
Mr. Mike Krafick – Indiana/Armstrong/Clarion Co. Drug & Alcohol Commission
Mr. Joe Bujdos – Behavioral Health, Indiana County
Mr. Pat Dougherty – Indiana County District Attorney
Mr. Ron Alsop – Retired Auditor General’s Office, Ind. Co. Probation, IUP Police
Mrs. Sarah Ross – Indiana County CYS Director
Ms. Barb Rado, Mr. Charles Zelensky, Mr. Darren Divido - Indiana County Domestic Relations
Sheriff Robert Fyock & Bak – Indiana County Sheriff’s Department
Officer Chris Reidmiller – PA Game Commission
Tpr. Clifford Greenfield – PSP, Indiana Barracks
Judge Tom Bianco – Indiana County Court of Common Pleas
Mr. James Decker – Indiana County Probation/Parole Department
Mag. Guy Haberl – Indiana County District Magistrate

On January 10, 2019, the Law class will travel to Indiana for the culminating activity which is a day-long field
trip to the following agencies: PSP, Indiana County Courthouse & all courthouse agencies, Indiana Borough
Police Department, Mag. Haberl’s Court, Indiana County Jail & Indiana County EMA. Ms. Bruno & her
students wish to thank the representatives of these organizations for generously allowing us to see the “inside
workings” of these Criminal Justice related agencies & explaining the functions of each entity. We thank you
VERY much!
TAPS
(Teacher/Administrator Problem Solving)
The High School TAPS Team continues to address issues of concern as a collective unit with the purpose of
improving the atmosphere & function of the high school. Supporting each other is instrumental in the success
of our students & school climate.

Music Department
This holiday season has been busy for the Wildcat music department! Students performed a wonderful
Christmas concert on Monday, December 10th, singing songs of the season! It was a great evening, and put
everyone in the Holiday spirit!
On Sunday, December 16th, some of our students participated in the “Feel the Love: A B.E. Taylor Christmas”
Concert performed by B.C. Taylor. Our HC students joined with Marion Center to perform a pre-show concert!
We enjoyed the experience, and were happy to be involved in the wider community!
After the new year, we have District Chorus, and a trip to Disney to prepare for! We’re excited for more music
making in the coming months!

Every time a bell rings, an angel gets his wings
Interact Club participated in the Salvation Army Bell ringing
outside of Giant Eagle over Thanksgiving break. This group
bundled up in the cold weather to support a great opportunity
to collect money and give back this holiday season.

Members form the club also took a field trip on December 6 to prepare over 200 wreaths that would be placed
in local cemeteries to honor veterans.
The Interact Club has also assisted with the Breakfast with Santa and Aultman Fall and Winter Festivals. We
are always looking for new events to assist with in 2019. Please e-mail Mr. Hall (shall@homercenter.org) with
suggestions.

Chorus Fest 2018
9 students from the 5th and 6th grade chorus
represented Homer-Center Elementary school in
PMEA District 3 Chorus Fest that took place on Friday, November 18th. It was a snowy day, so most schools
could not make it but we still had a great day! Students that participated were Alexis Mitchell, Hannah Hughes,
William Jones, Angelo Alexander, Jaiden Sharer,
Abagail Wadsworth, Peyton Tanner and Alaina
Bell.

Songs of the Season!

The Elementary Band and Chorus Concerts took place on Wednesday, December 12th! With 50 kids with the 4th
grade chorus and over 90 kids in the 5/6th grade chorus – we had quite a crowd for the show! I’m so proud of
all of our elementary music students! They worked so hard on all of their songs and did a fantastic job
performing for the audience!

Elementary Christmas Coding
In the week before break, students in grades K-6 completed various coding activities. In second grade, the
students listened to the book, “The Gingerbread Baby,” by Jan Brett, and then had to write an algorithm to code
a classmate to “catch” the Gingerbread Baby. The students had fun practicing their skills on each other instead
of on the computer!

Students in Mrs. Olinger’s Independent Computer Classes entered the 2018-2019 Character Challenge!
Sponsored by the Pittsburgh Steelers and United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania, students were challenged
to show how their school is made a kinder place for all. A Google Slides Presentation was designed that was
comprised of photos of our hallway displays and information about some of our related programs. Some of the
presentation highlights included seasonal sports and band programs, ICTC student recognition by area, TAAD
displays, Random Acts of Kindness - Guidance, character education, Interact Club and Student Council
Activities, Wildcat Recognition Awardees, student mentorship programs, and new student welcome plans. All
contest submissions are eligible to win special prizes from the Pittsburgh Steelers and United Way!
 https://characterplaybook.com/challenge/

Social Studies
Students in Ms. Yurky's geography class created
dodecahedrons about European countries. Not only did
they get to conduct research, they learned some geometry
in creating the interesting shapes.

Wildcat Wednesday
The High School PIIC Team Heather Lowry, Deanne Magolis, and Vicki Olinger have brought back Wildcat
Wednesdays as a faculty training tool. The first session was held in November and focused on the Four Lenses

of Learning. Faculty members voluntarily participated in this refresher course that highlighted engagement
strategies and best literacy practices. Teachers practiced the skill of close reading and analysis as well as pair
share discussion. The December session will be a personalized learning session devoted to Google Classroom.
This session will allow teachers already using Google Classroom as a tool in their instruction to sharpen their
skills and will introduce this valuable resource to other teachers not yet using the tool. The PIIC Team is
excited to continue these learning opportunities for faculty in the new year and plans to host at least one a
month. This is a great chance for the team to take new information they’re gaining at trainings and meetings
and share it with the other faculty members.

The Best Way to Spread Christmas Cheer…
The elementary Paw Patrol wanted to spread some
PAWSitive cheer before the holidays by offering treats to
the hard-working staff of Homer-Center Elementary
School. They planned, prepared, and executed a
wonderful surprise trip around the building on Monday
morning. Singing along with Christmas music, they
visited every nook of the school to make sure everyone
had a chance to start their day off right! The students
represented the ROAR program by showing teamwork,
leadership, and kindness. They were proud of their work
and felt the true Christmas spirit by “giving” rather than
“receiving.”
They would like to wish everyone the happiest of
holidays!

On behalf of
Homer-Center Education Association,
we wish you and yours a very,
Merry Christmas!

