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History/Social Science: Textbook Adoption
Our History/Social Science Consult
Members have recommended new
textbooks for adoption.
What an exciting time to be a History/
Social Science (H/SS) teacher! Recently,
our H/SS Consults recommended, and the
GGUSD School Board approved, the
adoption of new textbooks and materials.
These resources align with the changes to
the CA H/SS Framework as well as changes
GROUP PICTURE OF HIGH SCHOOL
to the California Education Code.
H/SS CONSULT MEMBERS
Implementation will commence with the
2019-20 school year. McGraw Hill has been
adopted for the intermediate school core courses, while Pearson will be the publisher for all high school core
courses. Additionally, H/SS elective courses (Mexican-American History, Psychology, Sociology) and all H/
SS Advanced Placement courses will implement new textbooks as well. Thank you to pilot and consult
members who made this possible. Way to go, GGUSD H/SS teachers!

World Language
World Language teachers are in full
curriculum implementation!
As we continue to implement new World Language
materials, our Pacing Consults and Workgroup have
worked collaboratively to create and refine pacing guides
HERITAGE SPANISH TEACHERS REFLECTING ON CURRENT WORLD
to ensure curricular continuity across the district.
LANGUAGE EXPECTATIONS AND STANDARDS ON TEACHING AND LEARNING
Throughout this implementation year, teachers reflected
on current expectations and standards to discuss the
implications on teaching and learning. Accordingly, current pacing guides focus on key skills, central ideas,
and provide recommended resources for exemplary curriculum materials, lessons, and instructional strategies.
Thank you, World Language teachers, for your ongoing dedication in developing pacing guides that promote
effective instruction as well as challenge and engage students in the classroom.
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Science
Science teachers are beginning to pilot new textbooks!
This spring, GGUSD core* science teachers are beginning the adventure of
piloting, and eventually adopting, new textbooks aligned to the Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS). Invitations to participate in a
consult were sent out by GGEA and 48 teachers accepted. Additionally, all
core science teachers were invited to pilot textbooks. As of the writing of
this article, 19 additional teachers have signed up to pilot, resulting in 67
teachers having the opportunity to use and provide feedback on possible
textbook options.

SCIENCE TEACHERS PARTICIPATING IN
PUBLISHER PRESENTATIONS

Publisher presentations occurred in March and April with classroom pilots taking place in Quarters 1 and 2 of
the 2019-20 school year. Teachers are very excited to have new resources in support of the 3-dimensional
learning called out in the NGSS standards.
Once the pilot process is complete, consult members will consider and discuss all the teacher feedback, preand post-assessment data, and anecdotal experiences. Consult members will use all of this information to
come to consensus on a recommendation to the GGUSD Board of Education for adoption in Spring 2020.
Elective science classes (Anatomy/Physiology and Health) as well as Advanced Placement
courses will begin the textbook vetting and recommendation process next Fall.
*Core science classes: 7th Grade Life Science; 8th Grade Physical Science and Biology;
High School Physical Science, Chemistry, and Physics

Counseling Department
GGUSD is launching an Early College Program
in collaboration with Santa Ana College!
For the first time in GGUSD, freshmen students entering
Santiago High School (SHS) in the Fall of 2019 will
have the opportunity to start earning college credits as
part of the Early College Program through SHS and
Santa Ana College. Not only will students be able to get
a head start on their college education, but they will also save money on courses and textbooks, have
access to all of Santa Ana College programs and services, and be able to transfer to a UC/CSU campus
with an associate’s degree and meet qualifications for Intersegmental General Education Curriculum
(IGETC). A parent meeting was held in February at SHS for Doig and Walton students to begin their
application process. The evening was very successful with a total of 83 families in attendance!
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Visual and Performing Arts
Students performed “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.”
On April 26th, students from Pacifica High School (PHS) and Garden Grove High
School (GGHS) joined forces for the
Spring Musical, “The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee.”
The PHS/GGHS Spring Musical was a huge success! With
36 actors, singers, and dancers, the two schools combined
their theater, dance, and vocal departments to showcase
an excellent performance. The performances were held
at Don Wash Auditorium with hundreds in attendance.
Congratulations to all who participated in an outstanding
production!

PHS AND GGHS STUDENTS PERFORM IN THE
SPRING MUSICAL AT DON WASH AUDITORIUM

ELA/ELD
Teachers are exploring planning resources for
novel instruction.
Various English-Language Arts (ELA) and English
Language Development (ELD) teachers across the district have participated
in the Novel Professional Learning Community that has met four times
during the school year. Each grade level has at least two novels as minimum
course of study. During this time, teachers have engaged with a variety of
planning resources, such as Qualitative Factors of Text Complexity, a
Chunking Template, and a Close Reading Note Maker.

AVID/ Self-Regulatory
We are excited to share that GGUSD is the only district in California to have three
AVID National Demonstration Schools. Recently, Alamitos Intermediate, Doig
Intermediate, and Santiago High School attended
the Orange County AVID Showcase to share their schoolwide
practices for supporting ALL students with skills for college and
career readiness. In addition, our content teachers participated in
AVID professional learning on the topic of Academic Language and
Literacy. To add, many of our high school programs took their
students to visit colleges in Northern California, while our
ALAMITOS, DOIG, AND SANTIAGO AVID TEAMS
intermediate AVID teachers interviewed sixth-grade students for
REPRESENT GGUSD AT THE OC AVID SHOWCASE
recruitment to the AVID program for the 2019-20 school year.
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Math
Math teachers are excited to
participate in Math PLCs.
What are different ways to prepare
for high-stakes tests? How can a teacher hold
students accountable for their own learning? These
MATH TEACHERS ACROSS THE DISTRICT
are topics that 7-12 math teachers frequently revisit.
COLLABORATING AT A MATH PLC
Through after-school Math Professional Learning
Community (PLC) opportunities, teachers come
together during the Fall and Spring semesters to learn best practices from each other in a wide
variety of areas. Math PLCs provide teachers with opportunities to discuss, learn, and grow as
educators. If you are a singleton wanting to collaborate with colleagues or you are interested in
learning what others are doing to tackle a particular area, look out for more information about Math
PLCs continuing next year.

Special Education
General Education and Special
Education teachers meet to share and
discuss strength-based strategies for
diverse learners.
This spring, General Education and Special
Education teachers had the opportunity to attend
an after-school professional development session
GEN ED AND SPED TEACHERS DISCUSS
titled, “Instructional Strategies to Support Diverse
STRENGTH-BASED INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
Learners” that focused on strength-based strategies
for each specific disability. Teachers discovered methods to support students in progressing literacy
skills and removing barriers to access curricula. During Super Week and in the 2019-20 school year,
all teachers will have the opportunity to attend this session and others aimed at supporting diverse
learners in the classroom. If interested, look for sessions titled, “Instructional Strategies to Support
Diverse Learners,” “Behavior Management Strategies to Support Diverse Learners,” and “Making Text
Accessible for Diverse Learners.”

Physical Education
Janet Rudner and the Physical Education Team at Walton Intermediate
demonstrate their skills using the Diabolo, a 600-year-old Chinese yoyo that requires fine and gross motor movements as well as locomotor
skills to operate successfully. This is just one example of the many great activities
and skills the Physical Education teams at our secondary school sites are teaching
students in an effort to promote a healthy and active lifestyle. Way to go, Wildcats!
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