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The Apostle who betrayed his Divine Master. The name Judas (Ioudas) is
the Greek form of Judah (Hebrew “praised”), a proper name frequently
found both in the Old and the New Testament. Even among the Twelve
there were two that bore the name, and for this reason it is usually
associated with the surname Iscariot [Heb. “a man of Kerioth” or Carioth,
which is a city of Judah (cf. Joshua 15:25)]. There can be no doubt that
this is the right interpretation of the name, though the true origin is
obscured in the Greek spelling, and, as might be expected, other
derivations have been suggested.
Very little is told us in the Sacred Text concerning the history of Judas
Iscariot beyond the bare facts of his call to the Apostolate, his treachery,
and his death. His birthplace, as we have seen, is indicated in his name
Iscariot, and it may be remarked that his origin separates him from the
other Apostles, who were all Galileans. For Kerioth is a city of Judah.
It has been suggested that this fact may have had some influence on his
career by causing want of sympathy with his brethren in the Apostolate.
We are told nothing concerning the circumstances of his call or his share
in the ministry and miracles of the Apostles. And it is significant that he is
never mentioned without some reference to his great betrayal. Thus, in the
list of the Apostles given in the Synoptic Gospels, we read: “and Judas
Iscariot, who also betrayed him”. (Matthew 10:4. Cf. Mark 3:19; Luke
6:16). So again in St. John’s Gospel the name first occurs in connection
with the foretelling of the betrayal: “Jesus answered them: Have not I
chosen you twelve; and one of you is a devil? Now he meant Judas
Iscariot, the son of Simon: for this same was about to betray him whereas
he was one of the twelve” (John 6:71-2).
In this passage St. John adds a further particular in mentioning the name
of the traitor Apostle’s father, which is not recorded by the other
Evangelists. And it is he again who tells us that Judas carried the purse.
For, after describing the anointing of Christ’s feet by Mary at the feast in
Bethania, the Evangelist continues:
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Then one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, he that was about to betray him,
said: ‘Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given
to the poor?’ Now he said this, not because he cared for the poor;
but because he was a thief, and having the purse, carried the things that
were put therein (John 12:4-6).
(continued on pages 4-5)
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From the President
It is that time of the year when we give thanks to God for the many blessings he has given us throughout the past year.
We have a healthy church congregation and school for which we are grateful. Our church membership is now
approximately 121 with 70 in attendance each Sunday. Church membership is much more than just numbers. We have
the blessings of extraordinary services each Sunday conducted by Pastors Loy, Eschelbach, and Fluegge from Concordia
University. Six times a year the students from Christ Lutheran School participate in presenting church services to our
congregation. The attendance to these performances fills the church with parents and relatives in addition to our
congregation members. A Children’s choir has been formed and is now adding a new dimension to our services.
Our school and preschool have the highest enrollment in years at 247 students. Our school is now recognized as one of
the best and fastest growing private Christian schools in the South Bay. Also, thanks to our PTL the school is very
active. Some of the programs and activities include the annual Country Fair, quarterly Family Fun Nights and the Art to
Grow On program.
Thanks to your generosity and CLCS’ good financial management, our financial condition has never been better.
Last year we finished the fiscal year in the black and are in good shape for this coming year. The compliment of full and
part time staff of approximately 40 employees are doing a great job maintaining the day-to-day operations of our church,
school and preschool. In the past year the Trustee Board has performed several remodels across the entire campus to
include a new roof, upgrades to bathrooms and resurfacing of the upstairs walkways, just to name a few.
The Board of Elders has expanded in numbers, services, and studies. They have covered the Book of Concord
and Luther’s Small Catechism. Service to members have included calling on sick and ministering to those in need.
Our Deacon and Principal, Dennis Jacobson has performed confirmations, funerals and baptisms services throughout
the year and will continue in the new-year along with the role of school principal.
“Thank you” to each and every church member and school family who are actively involved in the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church and School.
To one and all a Merry Christmas,

John Jaacks
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This fact that Judas carried the purse is again referred to
by the same Evangelist in his account of the Last Supper
(13:29). The Synoptic Gospels do not notice this office of
Judas, nor do they say that it was he who protested at the
alleged waste of the ointment. But it is significant that
both in Matthew and Mark the account of the anointing is
closely followed by the story of the betrayal:
Then went one of the twelve, who was called Judas
Iscariot, to the chief priests, and said to them: What will
you give me, and I will deliver him unto you? (Matthew
26:14-5)
And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief
priests, to betray him to them. Who hearing it were glad;
and they promised him they would give him money.
(Mark 14:10-1)
In both these accounts it will be noticed that Judas takes
the initiative: he is not tempted and seduced by the priests,
but approaches them on his own accord. St. Luke tells the
same tale, but adds another touch by ascribing the deed to
the instigation of Satan:
And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariot,
one of the twelve. And he went, and discoursed with
the chief priests and the magistrates, how he might betray
him to them. And they were glad, and covenanted to
give him money. And he promised. And he sought
opportunity to betray him in the absence of the multitude.
(Luke 22:3-6)
St. John likewise lays stress on the instigation of the evil
spirit: “the devil having now put into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray him” (13:2).
The same Evangelist, as we have seen, tells of an earlier
intimation of Christ’s foreknowledge of the betrayal
(John 6:71-2), and in the same chapter says expressly:
“For Jesus knew from the beginning, who they were that
did not believe, and who he was, that would betray him”
(6:65). But he agrees with the Synoptics in recording a
more explicit prediction of the treachery at the Last
Supper: “When Jesus had said these things, he was
troubled in spirit; and he testified, and said: Amen, amen I
say to you, one of you shall betray me” (John 12:21). And
when St. John himself, at Peter’s request, asked who this
was, “Jesus answered: He it is to whom I shall reach bread
dipped. And when he had dipped the bread, he gave it to
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the morsel,
Satan entered into him. And Jesus said to him: That which
thou dost, do quickly. Now no man at the table knew to
what purpose he said this unto him. For some thought,
because Judas had the purse, that Jesus said to him:
Buy those things which we have need of for the festival
day: or that he should give something to the poor” (12:269). These last details about the words of Jesus, and the
natural surmise of the disciples, are given only by St. John.

But the prediction and the questioning of the disciples are
recorded by all the Synoptics (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke
22). St. Matthew adds that Judas himself asked, “Is it I,
Rabbi?”: and was answered: “Thou hast said it” (26:25)
All four Evangelists agree in regard to the main facts of
the actual betrayal which followed so closely on this
prediction, and tell how the traitor came with a multitude
or a band of soldiers from the chief priests, and brought
them to the place where, as he knew, Jesus would be
found with His faithful disciples (Matthew 26:47; Mark
14:43; Luke 22:47; John 18:3). But some have details not
found in the other narratives. That the traitor gave a kiss
as a sign is mentioned by all the Synoptics, but not by
St. John, who in his turn is alone in telling us that those
who came to take Jesus fell backward to the ground as He
answered “I am he.” Again, St. Mark tells that Judas said
“Hail, Rabbi” before kissing his Master, but does not give
any reply. St. Matthew, after recording these words
and the traitor’s kiss, adds: “And Jesus said to him: Friend,
whereto art thou come:” (26:50). St. Luke (22:48) gives the
words: “Judas, dost thou betray the Son of man with
a kiss?”
St. Matthew is the only Evangelist to mention the sum
paid by the chief priests as the price of the betrayal, and in
accordance with his custom he notices that an Old
Testament prophecy has been fulfilled therein (Matthew
26:15; 27:5-10). In this last passage he tells of the
repentance and suicide of the traitor, on which the other
Gospels are silent, though we have another account of
these events in the speech of St. Peter:
Men, brethren, the scripture must needs be fulfilled, which
the Holy Ghost spoke before by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who was the leader of them that
apprehended Jesus: who was numbered with us, and had
obtained part of this ministry. And he indeed hath
possessed a field of the reward of iniquity, and being
hanged, burst asunder in the midst: and all his bowels
gushed out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem: so that the same field was called in their
tongue, Haceldama, that it to say, the field of blood. For it
is written in the book of Psalms: Let their habitation
become desolate, and let there be none to dwell therein.
And his bishopric let another take. (Acts 1:16-20.
Cf. Psalm 68:26; 108:8)
Some modern critics lay great stress on the apparent
discrepancies between this passage in the Acts and the
account given by St. Matthew. For St. Peter’s words taken
by themselves seem to imply that Judas himself bought
the field with the price of his iniquity, and that it was
called “field of blood” because of his death. But St.
Matthew, on the other hand, says: “Then Judas, who
betrayed him, seeing that he was condemned, repenting
himself, brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the
chief priests and ancients, saying: I have sinned in
betraying innocent blood. But they said: What is that to
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us? Look thou to it. And casting down the pieces of silver
in the temple, he departed: and went and hanged himself
with an halter.” After this the Evangelist goes on to tell
how the priests, who scrupled to put the money in the
corbona because it was the price of blood, spent it in buying
the potter’s field for the burial of strangers, which for this
cause was called the field of blood. And in this St.
Matthew sees the fulfillment of the prophecy ascribed to
Jeremias (but found in Zechariah 11:12): “And they took
the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was prized,
whom they prized of the children of Israel. And they gave
them unto the potter’s field, as the Lord appointed to me”
(Matthew 27:9, 10).
But there does not seem to be any great difficulty in
reconciling the two accounts. For the field, bought with
the rejected price of his treachery, might well be described
as indirectly bought or possessed by Judas, albeit he did
not buy it himself. And St. Peter’s words about the name
Haceldama might be referred to the “reward of iniquity”
as well as the violent death of the traitor.
Similar difficulties are raised as to the discrepancies in
detail discovered in the various accounts of the betrayal
itself. But it will be found that, without doing violence to
the text, the narratives of the four Evangelists can be
brought into harmony, though in any case there will
remain some obscure or doubtful points. It is disputed,
for instance, whether Judas was present at the institution
of the Holy Eucharist and communicated with the other
Apostles. But the balance of authority is in favor of the
affirmative. There has also been some difference of
opinion as to the time of the treachery. Some consider
that it was suddenly determined on by Judas after the
anointing at Bethania, while others suppose a longer
negotiation with the chief priests.
But these textual difficulties and questions of detail fade
into insignificance beside the great moral problem
presented by the fall and treachery of Judas. In a very true
sense, all sin is a mystery. And the difficulty is greater with
the greatness of the guilt, with the smallness of the motive
for doing wrong, and with the measure of the knowledge
and graces vouchsafed to the offender. In every way the
treachery of Judas would seem to be the most mysterious
and unintelligible of sins. For how could one chosen as a
disciple, and enjoying the grace of the Apostolate and the
privilege of intimate friendship with the Divine Master, be
tempted to such gross ingratitude for such a paltry price?
And the difficulty is greater when it is remembered that
the Master thus basely betrayed was not hard and stern,
but a Lord of loving kindness and compassion. Looked at
in any light the crime is so incredible, both in itself and in
all its circumstances, that it is no wonder that many
attempts have been made to give some more intelligible
explanation of its origin and motives, and, from the wild
dreams of ancient heretics to the bold speculations of
modern critics, the problem presented by Judas and his
treachery has been the subject of strange and startling

theories. As a traitor naturally excites a peculiarly violent
hatred, especially among those devoted to the cause or
person betrayed, it was only natural that Christians should
regard Judas with loathing, and, if it were possible, paint
him blacker than he was by allowing him no good qualities
at all. This would be an extreme view which, in some
respects, lessens the difficulty. For if it be supposed that
he never really believed, if he was a false disciple from the
first, or, as the Apocryphal Arabic Gospel of the Infancy
has it, was possessed by Satan even in his childhood, he
would not have felt the holy influence of Christ or
enjoyed the light and spiritual gifts of the Apostolate.
But, apart from this consideration, it may be urged that in
exaggerating the original malice of Judas, or denying that
there was even any good in him, we minimize or miss the
lesson of this fall. The examples of the saints are lost on
us if we think of them as being of another order without
our human weaknesses. And in the same way it is a grave
mistake to think of Judas as a demon without any
elements of goodness and grace. In his fall is left a
warning that even the great grace of the Apostolate and
the familiar friendship of Jesus may be of no avail to one
who is unfaithful. And, though nothing should be allowed
to palliate the guilt of the great betrayal, it may become
more intelligible if we think of it as the outcome of
gradual failing in lesser things. So again the repentance
may be taken to imply that the traitor deceived himself by
a false hope that after all Christ might pass through the
midst of His enemies as He had done before at the brow
of the mountain. And though the circumstances of the
death of the traitor give too much reason to fear the
worst, the Sacred Text does not distinctly reject the
possibility of real repentance. And Origen strangely
supposed that Judas hanged himself in order to seek
Christ in the other world and ask His pardon
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In case you have not heard, we have a Little Lambs class here at Christ Lutheran. What is Little Lambs?
Little Lambs is our Parent and Me class that meets (almost) every Friday in the nursery. This is a free
class that Christ Lutheran Church provides to Parents in the area. Each week Miss Elise, a current
preschool teacher and Christ Lutheran Alumna herself, teaches the littlest of hearts alongside their
parents. Little Lambs starts out with free play, where children and their parents can socialize with one
another and enjoy a variety of fun activities. Then Miss Elise welcomes the children by singing the
welcome to school song, the children get involved in music by playing instruments while parents and
children sing. Next is our fabulous craft time, geared for little hands and last but not least we end with
snack and say our goodbyes until next time.
We are extremely excited to have so many wonderful participants in our Little Lamb program. If you
would like any more information or if you would like to volunteer please email truano@clschool.org

Tammy Ruano
Children’s Ministry/Preschool Director
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Fellowship Update

December 1st
Carolyn Veek
December 7th

December 21st
Walter Bloss
December 25th

Inez Foye

Eleanor Stockinger

December 9th

December 31st

Cathy Hill

Aiden Hill

November is always a time to be thankful
but, truly the gratitude flows year-round when
serving the Lord comes first. I am thankful
that our congregation is thriving, I am
thankful that without the presence of a pastor
we have continued to grow and add new
members. I am thankful for the many pastors
that have contributed to our services over the
last two years, I am thankful that the mission
of our church is to bring the Lord’s word to
the children. I am thankful for all of gifts
that all of us use to serve our congregation
and our community in so many unique ways.
I am honored and grateful to serve through
Fellowship by bringing people together with
the simple act of making coffee and picking
up donuts! Fellowship has served me more
than I have served it.
Forever Grateful,

December 17th
Elijah Hardy

Annette Balog
annettembalog@sbcglobal.net

December 17th
Ellis Hardy

Christ Lutheran Messenger, December 2018, p. 7

Little things can make a big difference!
Recently CLC parent Nathalie Sugra Mills
decorated the stalls in the student
restroom with scripture passages. These
beautifully rendered words have
transformed the restroom and have been
enthusiastically received by the students.
The purpose for the project is to give the
students positive daily enlightenment,
heighten their self-esteem and immerse
them in the word of God. We are so
grateful to Nathalie for her creativity and
effort to enhance the mission of the
church and school.
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Mary rode on a donkey’s back 2000 ago
Her trip with Joseph to Bethlehem
was very long and slow.
For Caesar Augustus had called his people
to this desert town.
To count their heads, collect a tax
and pay homage to his crown.
Joseph tried to find a place
to rest their weary head.
The inns were full,
so they slept in a barn instead.
The Babe in Mary’s womb was leaping –
her time had almost come.
And on a bed of hard, rough hay,
she had a newborn Son.
The people knew not who He was –
this infant meek and mild.
But, all the Angels up in Heaven
sang Alleluias to the Child.

This wasn’t the only miracle
that God performed that night.
In the sky He hung a star
that was very big and bright.
When shepherds caring for their flocks
saw the glorious ray
They knew the prophecy of Christ
had been fulfilled that day.
Kings from far off Orient lands
saw the star so bright.
They followed it until it stopped
above the Babe’s birth site.
Gold, frankincense and myrrh the wise men brought for Him.
The Son of God, the Son of Man,
the Savior from all sin.
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Honoring our Veterans
Staff, students, parents and church members gathered to thank the Veterans within the Christ Lutheran
Family during a “Veteran’s Day Thank-You” Assembly. Student Council led us in song and prayer and
students had an opportunity to meet some of the heroes among us.
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Church Calendar
Sunday December 02, 2018
9:00 a.m.

Worship—The 1st Sunday in Advent
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Michael Eschelbach, CUI

10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School

Sunday December 09, 2018
9:00 a.m.

Worship—The 2nd Sunday in Advent
Grades 3 and 4 Family Service
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. David Loy, CUI

10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School

Wednesday December 12, 2018
7:00 p.m.
Grades 5‐8 Christmas Musical
“Mystery in the Manger”

Sunday December 16, 2018
9:00 a.m.

Worship—The 3rd Sunday in Advent
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Michael Eschelbach, CUI

10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School
TK/K Christmas Program (Church)

Sunday December 23, 2018
9:00 a.m.

Worship—The 4th Sunday in Advent
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Glenn Fluegge, CUI

10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School

Monday December 24, 2018
7:00 p.m.

Worship—Christmas Eve
Dennis Jacobson, Deacon, preaching

Sunday December 30, 2018
9:00 a.m.

Worship—Sunday after Christmas
Pastor: TBA

10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Time
Bible Study/Sunday School
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