West Side Elementary
1105 College
1002 Sunset Street
Jacksonville, TX
Jacksonville, Texas 75766

Important dates:
3rd Six
Jan. 21– School holiday/ MarWeeks
tin Luther King Jr. Day

January 2015

Jan. 25– 1st grade Litter Ladies
Jan. 31– 9:00am– Title I, Part
A meeting

From the
From the Principal’s
PenPrincipal’s Pen
Mrs. Alicia Tennison
Mrs. Sara Gill

Feb. 1– 3rd grade to Cowan
Center in Tyler
Feb. 11-15 Scholastic Book
Fair
Feb. 14– Valentines parties at
2:00pm
Mar. 5– Pre K and Kindergarten “Old Macdonald” Music
Program
Mar. 11-15 Spring Break
Mar. 21– Spring Pictures
Mar. 22– End of Term 3
Apr. 9– STAAR Writing 4th
Grade, 3rd grade to SFA

Happy New Year West Side Family!
Welcome back! I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday break and has had a good start to the New Year. Thank you
parents and volunteers for assisting with class winter parties. The parties were a huge hit and students really enjoyed
themselves. Thank you for your time and generosity. It is truly appreciated.
At this point in our academic year, all K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade students have been assessed by our districts diagnostic benchmarks. Teachers use the student data collected from these assessments to provide additional needed academic support and interventions for students and make recommendations for tutorials. Please contact your child’s teacher if you would like to know how well your child is performing on these assessments and in other subject areas. Parents
can also stay linked to student academics by creating an account through JISD’s Family Access. The Family Access can
be accessed through the JISD homepage, and it provides parents the opportunity to view their child’s daily grades, attendance and to set triggers for alerts. It is a valuable resource for parents. I use it myself to monitor the academic progress of my own child on a weekly basis.
Please don’t forget to stay connected and “like” West Side Elementary School-Jacksonville ISD” on Facebook as well as
“West Side Elementary PTO”. We appreciate and encourage parental involvement. Please let us know if you are interested in joining our P.T.O. or volunteering on our campus. Thank you for your support and all that you do for our children. We are looking forward to an exciting second semester!
Sincerely,
Alicia Tennison
Principal

Pre-K
We had an amazing 2nd 9 weeks in Pre
K! Through our Frog Street Curriculum, we
studied about giants: giants made by people, and
make-believe giants, as well as, the different
choices we make daily (smart, safe, kind, and
healthy). We have continued to use the absent
child ritual, welcome back ritual and have enjoyed using our celebration chair. We are continuing to add kind words to our “Kindness Tree”.
Daily we are committing to; using helping hands,
kind words, using our big voice and listening to
others use their big voice. After our Thanksgiving break we have focused on cause and effect,
setting, and sequencing in literature. We also
read stories covering classic Christmas literature.
Through various activities we continued to learn
our letters, sounds, numbers, shapes, colors and
graphing data. As we begin the second half of
the school year, we look forward to the new
themes we will be covering in Frog Street. We
are grateful for all the parents involved in our
learning. Our Pre-Kinder grade parents rock!

Kinder
We are so excited to start our Spring semester of Kindergarten! We have come so
far! The boys and girls have done a great
job of rising to our expectations and
shown amazing success! We continued to
review classroom rules and procedures.
We practice our alphabet, sounds and
comprehension daily. We have learned
about vowels and starting to identify initial
and ending sounds in words. We have fun
practicing our sight words in different mediums like shaving cream, playdough, and
sand! In writing, we are focusing on word
spacing, capitalization, punctuation, and
letter formation. It’s important to read to
your child daily, have him/her practice
reading to you, and please continue to review all sight words.
In math, we continue to count to 100, by
1’s, 2’s, 5’s and by 10’s. We have also enjoyed “blasting off” (counting backwards
from 20 to zero) like little rockets! We
have been working with the words, greater
than, less than and equal to. Students by
now, recognize the numbers 0 to 20. We
have worked hard on addition and subtraction.
This October, we took our Kindergarten to
Moore farms, where students got to bring
a pumpkin home. Students learned when
pumpkins are planted during the year, how
they are planted and when they are ready
to be eaten. This led us to exploring our
weather and seasons of the year. We have
had so much fun in Kindergarten and can’t
wait to see what’s next!

1st
First grade is a critical time for reading. Read to and with your child. Also, make sure
your child is reading at least 15 minutes every night. In class, we will be working on phonics, writing and spelling every day. The reading concepts for the second nine-weeks are a
review of those learned in the first 9 weeks and include, main idea, details, sequence of
events, text elements, story structure, authors purpose and cause and effect.
The next nine weeks in math first grade will be learning more about skip counting as well as
counting forward and backward. We will then learn new addition and subtraction strategies
and apply those to word problems. We will then move into identifying attributes of twodimensional figures. Practice adding and subtracting as well as identifying 2D figures as often as possible.

2nd

Second Grade at a glance!
Gliding into winter Learning
Oh, the weather outside is frightful, but Second Grade is so delightful!!!
In English Language Arts, students learned about punctuation, base words, and endings,
CV syllable pattern, suffixes and prefixes, sentences, verb tense and a figure of speech.
In Reading, some of the skills we worked on were: understanding characters, summarizing,
fact and opinion, drawing conclusions, author’s purpose, sequencing and poetry. We have
been reading many wonderful books. We ask that you please read to or with your child at
least 15-20 minutes a day.
In Math, we worked on word problems, addition, fractions, and money!
In Science we had a quite long unit on “matter” (solids, liquids, and gases). We also learned
about the water cycle, and habitats.
In Social Studies we worked on timelines, Veteran’s Day, folk tales and different cultures
and cultural heritage.

3rd
Third grade has been busy during the second nine weeks. In math, we have
been studying multiplication facts, fractions and financial literacy. In reading,
we have been focusing on poetry and determining the theme of a story.
Please remember to check your child's take home folder each day, help with any
homework and make sure your child is memorizing their multiplication facts.
Upcoming events:
Feb. 1- Field Trip to see The Ugly Duckling at the Cowan Center
Feb. 14- Valentine Parties @ 2:00
Week of Feb 25- Mock (practice) STAAR testing

4th
In math, we finished practicing long division and
multiplication strategies. We then moved onto
unit and benchmark fractions such as (0, 1/4, 1/3, 1/2, 1). Using manipulatives, we found equivalent fractions
by comparing numbers with like and unlike denominators. We then expanded our knowledge of fractions by
learning how to add and subtract using fractions with the same denominators. Make sure they practice
their double-digit multiplication and division problems at home!
In reading, we worked on our Figurative Language skills (metaphors, idioms, and analogies). We fine-tuned
our main character, summary, and problem/solution skills. Students also increased their sustained silent reading time. Please have your students read their AR book at home at least 20 minutes each
night.
In writing, we introduced Expository writing to the students. We worked on outlines and developing a detailed
essay. We learned that revising and editing would make our essays perfect. Please have your student look
over their spelling every night.
We also attended the annual Fourth Grade AG Day at the Cherokee County Livestock Barn. They experienced
many new items. They enjoyed fresh honey from Honey Bees, the importance of eating right, and how important it is to conserve water.

