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VEX Robotics Tournament At Castlebay!

The History of Porter Ranch

February 16, Castlebay will be hosting its
first ever state qualifying VEX Robotic
Tournament! Twenty-four teams from Ventura,
Los Angeles, and Orange County schools will
be participating in the mega event! Everyone is
invited to come to Castlebay this Saturday,
February 16th, starting at 8:00 am! It is
anticipated that the excitement will last until
about 4:00 pm. Admission is free and pizza,
drinks, and snacks will be available for sale
through 5th grade. If hosting an event of this
importance isn’t excitement enough, one of our
very own Castlebay teams has already
qualified for the state tournament to be held
March 3rd in La Verne. It is clear that
Castlebay and its entire team of VEX Robotic
team members have reached a new level of
amazing and they are more than ready to take
on new and even greater challenges! Look out
world, here comes Castlebay!

As we all know, Castlebay
Lane Charter is located in the
city of Porter Ranch. Have
you ever wondered why the
city name is Porter Ranch?
Well, it all started out with
George Porter. A 56,000-acre
parcel of Eulogio De Celis'
property north of the great
George K. Porter
furrow was purchased in
1874 by state senator Charles Maclay of Santa
Clara and his partner, George K. Porter of San
Francisco. Porter's cousin Benjamin F. Porter,
subsequently purchased portions of Porter and
Maclay's interests. Ben Porter's portion to the
west (now known as Porter Ranch) remained
one of the last parts of the Valley to be
developed. By the late 1880s most latecomers
found it more difficult to find good farmland in the
valley. So, Benjamin sold the western end of his
land to the San Fernando Valley Improvement
Company. Benjamin Porter’s descendants
decided to hold onto the ranch until the early
1960s when the
area was still
thought of as
ranch land. It is
during the late
‘60s that
Castlebay Lane
Elementary
School was built,
along with the
surrounding
homes. Also,
during the late
1960s and early
1970s the
unofficial entrance
to Porter Ranch
was even marked
with two horse
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and rider statues
that represented the Porter brothers, Ben and
George at Tampa and Devonshire and
Devonshire and Tunney. The northwest part of
the San Fernando Valley has a rich and
interesting history, and those that live here are
proud to call it home.

Welcome Back Accelerated Reader
Castlebay students, families, and teachers
are excited to see the return of the reading
program called Accelerated Reader, or AR for
short. To begin with, students take an initial
online reading assessment, called the STAR
test which stands for Standardized Test for the
Assessment of Reading, in the computer lab
that determines each student's individual
reading level, or ZPD range which stands for
Zone Of Proximal Development.The ZPD
range is the level of difficulty of a book that a
student should read that is designed to
challenge a student without causing frustration
or loss of reading motivation. Once a student's
ZPD range is known, students can then go into
the library and select books in their specific
reading range. The purpose of reading is
naturally to understand, and reading a book in
the range that a student can best comprehend
will enable them over time to experience the
greatest reading and comprehension growth.
When a student finishes reading a book, they
can take an AR Quiz either in the classroom or
in the computer lab, and receive a
comprehension score. Many studies have
shown that students who used the AR program
demonstrated twice the improvement in
reading comprehension as those that did not
use the Accelerated Reading program.
Students take the STAR test periodically
throughout the school year, and test results
determine when a student moves up in their
ZPD range. Students are excited when they
retake the Star Test and see their success as
they move up in their ZPD range to a new
level! We are all very excited to have this
excellent reading program back along with this
year’s new and very popular IXL computer
learning program!

VEX Robotic Team

Welcome New Art Teacher!
By Kara Lee and Abigail Kim
Did you know that Castlebay has a new art
teacher? It’s true! And if that wasn’t exciting
enough, our new art teacher is the daughter of our
own Castlebay first-grade teacher, Mrs. Genna.
Before we celebrated her arrival, we had to say
goodbye to Mrs. Han-na,
who left Castlebay to open
her new art studio in the
Galleria Market shopping
center next to Starbucks,
and Jamba Juice. We wish
her the best of luck and
much success.
Mrs.Genna’s daughter’s
name is Ms. Christina
Garofalo. She loves to draw
and animate, and it is so
special that she also went
to Castlebay as a student!
She started Castlebay as a kindergartener and had
Mrs. Takeuchi, and in second grade she had Mrs.
Van Der Wel. Ms.Christina took her first art class
here. In her free time she likes to draw people in
cafés. She is super excited to be here, and the
Castlebay students are happy to have her here! So
let’s give her a big Castlebay welcome!

Thank You to Panda Express
By Tanvi Enaganti and Mia Champion

By Rohan Sunil

‘Panda’ cont.
visited our school to help celebrate Chinese New
Year and made a scrumptious lunch available to
every student at Castlebay. The Lunch menu
consisted of white rice and orange chicken, or
chow mein and a vegetable spring roll. They
even presented a short assembly for
kindergarten and first grade. It was so beautiful
to see a business in our community come
together and make this festive and fun holiday
even more memorable. Thank you so much to
Panda Express in Granada Hills for their
kindness, generosity and support. Happy New
Year to all, or as they say in Chinese, "Kung Hei
Fat Choy.” Thank you again Panda Express.

Happy New Year! Wait, what? The New Year
already passed. Maybe the American New Year
has passed, but the Lunar New Year hasn’t. What
is the Lunar New Year anyway? It is the New Year
based off of the Moon. Most Asians celebrate,
except for the Japanese. Each year is named after
a specific animal and it is a 12-year cycle. This
year is the year of the Golden Pig. The Chinese
used puppets to scare off evil spirits, and
frequently these puppets are in the shape of a
dragon. On February 12th, Panda Express

New E.T. Park Soon To Open
Porter Ridge Park, located at the
intersection of Reseda Blvd. and Sesnon
Blvd., is currently having new playground
equipment installed. This park is also known
as E.T. Park because parts of the movie E.T.
was filmed there. The caterpillar apparatus
which was originally in the movie will still be
at the park, but instead of sand underneath it,
there will now be safety padding. The new
playground area has a section for 2 to 5-yearolds and a section for 5 to 12-year-olds to
play. There will be new swing sets, slides,
climbing area, musical drums, a see-saw, and
other apparatus. Also, shade sails have been
installed which will provide much needed
shade during our hot summers. Our local
District 12 provided the money for the park’s
remodel. The whole community is anxiously
awaiting this fun section of the beautiful park
to open again. The rains have delayed
construction, but hopefully it will be open
soon. The park is open from sunrise to
sunset to fit your busy schedule. Go check it
out when you can!

Losing Can Be A Good Thing
By Rohan Sunil
You just finished a race. You ran against
one of the fastest runners. That person beat
you. You are now upset, because the person
made it appear to look so easy. But you can’t
just be the fastest runner in a snap. You need
practice. Obviously, your opponent didn’t just
happen to be the fastest runner, but may
have practiced
over time and
mastered the skill.
He or she
probably lost a
couple of other
races along the
way, and finally
won this one. One
thing you
shouldn’t get
upset about is
losing. Most
people think that losing is a bad thing, and
that it should never happen. Everybody loses
before they can win. People learn from losing
and turn their failures into the stepping stones
to success. Those who face the most
struggles and are not deterred by failures are
the real winners. We learn the most when we
face tough challenges and overcome them
with will and determination to succeed.

Castlebay's Buddy Bench

By Brenna Angelo and Abby
DiMattia

Castlebay is so happy to have one of its regular
blue benches become a very special bench called
a Buddy Bench. The new Buddy Bench is located
right in front of the Learning Garden and is easy to
spot because it says "Buddy Bench" and has a cute
picture of two friends holding hands. The Buddy
Bench is the place to sit during recess or lunch play
time when you don't have anyone to play with, or
you just want to have someone to talk to. Most all
classes have a Buddy Bench representative whose
job it is to "keep an eye out" and notice when
someone is sitting there. They have been trained to
go up to the person who is sitting on the bench and
introduce themselves and ask if they would like to
have a buddy. The Buddy Bench is not for sitting if
you aren't looking for a buddy. If you are sitting
there, a Buddy Bench representative might ask you
to move to the other regular bench not too far from
the Buddy Bench. Even though we have Buddy
Bench monitors, anyone can go up to anyone
sitting on the bench and say, "Hi, my name is …,
and I'd like to be your buddy!" So the next time you
see someone sitting on the Buddy Bench, you
know what to do. Give it a try, it will not only make
the person sitting on the Buddy Bench happy, it will
make you feel good too!

Peter Pan Field Trip a Big Hit
By Laila Teplin

Just recently, the fourth grade went to see the
play Peter Pan. Peter Pan was produced by
Metropolitan Education Network (MET2). The play
Peter Pan was performed at Calabasas High
School. All the fourth-grade staff said that the play
was amazing. Ms. Waitley said that it made her feel
that she was in the play. Mrs.
Avila said that the play’s cast
was so amazing that she
thought they were
professionals. Mrs. Millan
said that she loved the age
range that included little
toddlers to adults in the play.
One student named Colin
Nyugen, said that the play
Peter Pan inspired him to fly
just like Peter Pan. He also
said that every time you think
one part is going to happen,
it didn’t happen but, it turned out to be so much
better! Ms. Hawthorne gives a big shoutout to the
whole cast and crew of the play Peter Pan for
doing such an amazing job on everything.
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Mother’s Day is the only other day that beats
Valentine’s Day in floral sales.
More than 36 million heart-shaped boxes of
chocolates are sold each year.
Around 9 million people buy their pets a Valentine’s
Day gift.
February 14th is the second largest card giving day
of the year, just after Christmas.
Source: 1-800-FLOWERS.COM

Mystery Teacher: Mrs. Tellalyan

Teachers receive the most Valentine’s Day
cards followed by kids, mothers and wives.
The Castlebay Connection is dedicated to all of the
teachers, administration, staff, and volunteers, who
have profoundly impacted the lives of thousands upon
thousands of students who have entered the doors of
Castlebay, and have graduated prepared to pursue their
dreams, achieve their goals, and leave their mark in the
world.

Mystery Teacher

Q: What is your favorite subject to teach and
why?
A: Math because it makes sense.
Q: What is an exciting adventure you have
taken?
A: Going to the Santa Barbara Zoo.
Q: If you could meet any famous living celebrity
who would it be?
A: Oprah Winfrey
Q: What makes you proud to say “I am a
teacher?”
A: Motivating my students to believe in
themselves.
Q: What are the three top qualities that make a
student successful?
A: Being responsible, wanting to succeed, and
being goal driven.
Q: If you could have one wish for the world what
would it be?
A: For hate to disappear.
Q: Where were you born? Where did you grow
up?
A: Armenia, and Hollywood
Q: Why did you decide to be a teacher?
A: I always loved playing teacher as a kid.
Q: What’s your favorite book?
A: Charlotte’s Web
Q: What’s your astrological sign?
A: Leo
Q: What’s your favorite sport?
A: Baseball
Q: What’s your favorite game to play?
A: Tetherball
Q: If you could only choose one which would it
be, coffee or tea?
A: I could never decide!!!”

Valentine’s Day Crossword Puzzle
By Emery Daly

Across
1. Enjoyment, amusement or light-hearted pleasure.
2. A flower that is often red with thorns.
6. Castlebay’s Valentine’s message/gift delivery service.
8. Heart-shaped notes are made out of this.
9. The month in which Valentine’s Day occurs.
10. Candy made from cocoa often packed in a box.
11. The mythical god of love.
12. Shape often associated with love.
Down
1. A lot of these make a bouquet.
3. A place to deliver notes/cards on Valentine’s Day.
4. Four-letter expression from one person to another.
5. The state of being friends.
7. Will you be my ___________ ?
11. A decorative piece of paper that contains a message.
12. When you wrap your arms around someone.

