Advantage: Carmel
Carmel Makes Plans to Make Its Mark
At last check of Carmel Catholic’s
profile, the school drew a nearcapacity number of 1,150 students,
from more than 100 grade schools in
a four-county area. It’s one of less than
10 schools in the nation to receive
the U.S. Department of Education’s
Blue Ribbon award for excellence
four times. The Class of 2019 boasted
a 100% graduation rate, with 99%
of students bound for college and
more than $44.4 million in college
scholarship offers. The number of
academic and extracurricular offerings
make one’s head spin.
Yes, Carmel has much going for it.
However, Carmel’s leadership believes
now – right now – represents the best
time to move forward with some of
the most sweeping changes in Carmel’s
recent history.
This school year the Carmel Catholic
Board of Directors approved a heady
plan that President Brad Bonham
says will provide an education
“never before seen.” Expansion
and refinement of several academic
programs, design and implementation
of a modern classroom aesthetic,
completion of key projects already in
the works, and an ambitious timeline
(18-24 months) characterize the
initiative.
Call it Advantage: Carmel.
“We want to make a dramatic impact,
all at once,” Bonham says.
The arrival of Principal Jason Huther,
the establishment of a new mission
statement, a committed and aligned
administration, and generous donor
support have brought Carmel to the
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point of asking what’s next. What
more can Carmel do for current and
future Corsairs? How can families be
convinced to make the investment in
Carmel amidst rising tuition costs?
By continuing to anticipate the needs
of future students, Carmel seeks
to capture the minds and hearts of
families who do not necessarily see a
difference between the Catholic high
school in Mundelein and their local
public school.
“In order to be viable and strong, we
have to be the best,” Bonham asserts.
“If families send their son or daughter

to Carmel, our goal is to provide an
unparalleled education.”
The next iteration of Carmel Catholic,
slated to be in place by Fall 2021,
involves a more robust dual credit
program, conversion of classrooms to
student-centered, technology-driven
learning spaces, a mission-based
makeover of hallways, common
spaces, and meetings areas, remodeling
of the Engineering Center, increased
capacity in the College Counseling
Center, upgrades in transportation
to and from Carmel for families,
additional course offerings for junior
high students, further investment in

“Education is evolving rapidly
and we want to make sure we’re
preparing students for success in
college and beyond,” says Brian
Stith, Executive Director of
Marketing and Admissions. “We
can’t rest on our laurels. We’re
taking the needs of the community
into account, constantly innovating,
and putting thought and
consideration into what’s ahead.”
The aggressive expansion of the dual
credit program, which has recently
enjoyed a successful pilot launch,
represents a cornerstone of the
initiative.
“We are really lucky to have had
this (dual credit) opportunity,” says
Nick Casale ’19, who took dual
credit engineering courses during
high school and is now headed to
University of Illinois-Chicago to
study mechanical engineering. “I
felt like it was trying to simulate
a real-world experience. It’s been
fantastic.”
Fellow recent graduate Camila
Pereira told her sister, Livia ’18,
about her dual credit class. The
elder Pereira could not believe her
sister had the opportunity to take
civil engineering before college. The

L I F E
plan for Carmel Catholic’s future is
to continue to expand dual credit
course offerings so students, by the
time of graduation, would have 1 to
2 years of college credits completed
at graduation. This can be helpful
by providing students opportunities
for study abroad, internships or
tuition savings. It can also help
them pick an academic direction
before they set foot on a college
campus.
“(Dual credit) helped me know
what I wanted to do before
college,” says Owen Kompare ’19,
who will attend the University
of Minnesota in the fall. In the
Twin Cities, Kompare will study
civil engineering and use the same
Autodesk Revit software he used
during the dual credit classes he
took with Carmel engineering
teacher John Titterton.
Kompare was part of a 10-student
varsity robotics team that won
a world championship in the
spring. The growing popularity of
engineering has Carmel looking to
invest more heavily in this area. The
new Engineering Center will feature
remodeling of multiple classrooms,
infusion of new technology, combo

lecture-lab environment, an all-girls
engineering class, and off-hour,
secure access to the center.
“We want our Carmel Catholic
students to get the best of the best,”
Bonham says.
The Engineering Center makeover
falls in line with modernizing a
majority of the school’s classrooms
and common spaces. At this point
in its history, Carmel seeks to move
away from the traditional classroom
look, creating a student-centered,
technology-friendly learning
environment. Classrooms will be
renovated in stages and feature
new paint and furniture, increased
natural lighting, and installation
of carpet. Additionally, hallways
will more closely reflect Carmel’s
renewed mission statement by
displaying artwork, historical
photos, symbols, and quotes.
Over in college counseling,
changes are also on the horizon.
Investments there look to ensure
college counseling becomes a true
four-year program, with a focus
on customizing individual student
assistance.

C A M P U S

Combine all this with what’s
already underway – the debut of
the international student program
this fall, the opening of the Kathy
A. Nemmers Welcome Center in
January, integration of ACT prep
into the curriculum, remodeling
of the auditorium, and chapel
renovation – and Carmel stands
ready to differentiate itself.
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faculty development, a college-style
academic support center, athletic
program upgrades and broader
financial assistance.
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On the transportation front, Carmel
will expand busing routes to North
Chicago, Grayslake, and Lake
Forest, develop a rideshare program
to assist with rides before and after
school and offer auxiliary parking
near the Mundelein train station for
sophomores who have a license but
cannot yet park on campus.

Highlights include:
• guided instruction to research,
identify, and narrow choices for
college based on individual goals
including cost, academics, and
personal fit
• opportunities to consult with
professionals (potentially Carmel
alumni) in careers of interest
• offering an extensive college and
university visitation program
• comprehensive test preparation
strategies for the ACT and SAT
• college application review, and
• a college essay writing workshop.
“Ideally, we want to expose students
to more, to be able to see all the postsecondary options available to them,”
Bonham says.
To complement the value-added
moves in college counseling, Carmel
will provide a Comprehensive
Academic Learning Resource Center
(CALRC) available for all students
to utilize a variety of services and
materials to facilitate academic
learning and growth. With the
Information Commons serving
as a possible landing spot for the
CALRC, it will look to offer services
by the end of the 2019-20 school
year. Those services will include:
• peer tutoring
• peer mentoring
• adult tutoring by academic
departments
• coaching
6

•
•
•

freshman study skills class
mini-workshops offered by
faculty and staff, and
student-led review sessions and
refresher courses.

“This is for all students who are
interested in receiving academic help,
regardless of GPA,” Bonham notes.
Carmel teachers and sports fans will
benefit from the new plans in various
ways. For faculty, Carmel will bolster
classroom instruction through a
rotation of job-embedded, sustained,
and personalized professional
development activities. Specifically,
teachers will engage in formal
classroom evaluations, leadership
positions, and research projects over a
three-year rotation.
Outside the classroom, new athletic
opportunities will include the
addition of boys and girls bowling,
boys and girls swimming, and boys
and girls crew. Carmel plans to
add these three sports over the next
18 months, starting with bowling
this upcoming school year, to draw
interest from students, who may have
athletic ability, but gravitate toward
individual, Olympic sports.
For families around the area who
like the sound of all this, but wonder
how they get to school and how to
pay for it, Carmel has also taken
steps to address these issues.

In addition to diverse transportation
options, families desire increased
financial assistance in meeting tuition
costs. Next school year Carmel
has budgeted close to a $400,000
increase in financial assistance
from the $1.5 million awarded in
2018-19. The following year, merit
scholarships will be available for all
students, regardless of need, who
perform well on the entrance exam
test.
Lastly, students who sit for the
entrance exam may be more
comfortable with Carmel, its
campus, and culture than in
previous years. This year 30 middle
school students from around the
area enrolled in an Introduction to
Engineering course that required
them to be on site for at least three
hours per week, August-May. This
fall the engineering course will return
and advanced Algebra and Latin
courses will be introduced for 7th
and 8th graders.
Ultimately, the multi-faceted
Advantage: Carmel initiative
improves upon academic excellence
and establishes a mindset of
continuous movement and growth
for the community.
“We hope families who are
considering Carmel understand all
these projects will be accomplished
quickly,” Bonham says. “Our school
will look different and be different
very soon.”

