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Dear Pathways Charter School Community:
My name is Robert Tavonatti and I am the Pathways Charter School
Executive Director. The name “Pathways” is very special to us as a
school, because our philosophy is that every student will find their
own unique pathway to success. We not only foster learning, but
also the love of learning that inspires kids to achieve great things.
There is awe and wonderment in every day. Every day should be full
of seeing, not just looking; singing, not just talking; dancing, not just
walking; and imagining, not just thinking. Pathways nourishes the
whole child and will bring out the best in each one, as all schools
should.
Our strongest asset is our ability to foster strong relationships between teachers, students, and
families. Our teachers work with their families year after year, grade after grade. Teachers watch
their students grow and mature through the years. There have been many instances when a
teacher begins working with a student in elementary school and ends up handing them their
diploma at graduation. That’s what makes Pathways so special.
Our teachers and families are also supported by the most talented leadership team that can be
found in any school anywhere. Let me introduce them:
Sara Jordan  Academic Program Director and Sonoma County Area Coordinator
Jill Escareno  Solano, Napa, and Lake Counties Area Coordinator
Michele Blaisdell  Marin County Area Coordinator and Assessment Coordinator
Elizabeth Sanchez  Special Services Coordinator (Special Education and English Language
Learners)
Naomi Yedlosky  Guidance Coordinator
Brenda Peterson  Technology and Communications Specialist
These dedicated professionals fulfill our mission and vision. They provide resources and
support to teachers and families, ensuring that we are able provide the highest quality of
education available anywhere. They are accessible and open to the Pathways community. Please
feel free to contact them if you have questions or concerns about issues that involve them.
Please know that my door is always open to the Pathways community. I answer my own phone.
Please contact me if you need help with something or have an issue that I can help you with. I
will do my best to help and support you to be a successful member of the Pathways family.
Sincerely,
Robert Tavonatti, Ed.D.
robert.tavonatti@pathwayscharter.org
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Welcome to the 2016-17 School Year!
7075856513



Hi, I’m Sara Jordan and I have worked at Pathways for 15 years.
I started as an independent study teacher and am now the Sonoma
Area Coordinator (Principal) and the Schoolwide Academic
Program Director. I love my job at Pathways because it always
offers something new and I get to meet so many amazing
students and families while working alongside a dedicated group
of teachers and administrators.





In Sonoma County, we are starting our school year off with
student and parent assemblies for all of the age groups attending
learning center classes. We will also host two back to school events in September. The first is
for high school families, in which they will get to rotate through their child’s learning center
schedule or select workshops, if their child is not in classes. The other event will be for K8
families, and will be held at the nearby skate rink. A great way to learn about local events is #1
register for the
 Sonoma eBulletin (go to our website, select Contact Us from the top bar and
choose Subscribe to the eBulletin)

and #2 check our online calendar (select Calendar from the
top bar and then scroll down to School Calendar, then in the lower right make sure the box is
checked for Sonoma County).



In Academic Program news, we are still working across the school to expand our education
resource options

and curriculum and to provide teaching tools to parents. These resources can
be found under the Academics tab of our website. We have also expanded our online offerings,
especially for students in high school who want to complete the a to g series of courses or try out
a Career Technical Education course (CTE). For more information, go to the website, select
Academics > Educational Resources > Online Curriculum. We are also excited to announce
the expansion of our career and college support through the creation of a new position,
Guidance Coordinator. Former IST Naomi Yedlosky will now serve as the schoolwide
Guidance Coordinator. She will meet this fall with all seniors and travel to each region to host
events for classes of students in grades 9th11th. Check out her updated portion of the website
under the Advising tab. Also, students will soon learn more about our use of Naviance, an online
database that allows students to explore career and college options. We are very excited to
introduce these new elements to our program and hope that your students will benefit from
these increased services.

Sara Jordan
Academic Program Director
7075856520
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Welcome to the 2016-17 School Year!
Dear Pathways Families:
Welcome back! My name is Elizabeth Sanchez and I am the coordinator of the Student
Services Department. My office is in Rohnert Park. I am very excited to see all of our returning
students and to meet our new
families. I had a very relaxing
summer and took some time to
travel to Slovenia, Croatia
and Bosnia Herzegovina. I
hope each of you took some
time to relax as well and I look
forward to hearing about your
adventures.
(Lake Bled, Slovenia)

In the Student Services Department we work with students who are second language learners,
have 504 plans or have IEPs. Each region has a case manager who works with select students to
support their learning. In Lake County and Napa County, Tamsen Nash is the case manager.
In Solano County, we have Melissa Solomon, and in Marin and Sonoma County, we have
Davida Elsbree. We also are lucky to work with a wonderful school psychologist, speech
therapist, and several other professionals to support our students.
Please feel free to reach out to any of us with questions or concerns. We look forward to meeting
you and to an exciting new year.
Elizabeth Sanchez, M.S. Special Education
Student Services Coordinator
elizabeth.sanchez@pathwayscharter.org
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Welcome to the 2016-17 School Year!

Welcome to the Marin branch of our Pathways
community!
Marin County Civic Center (marincounty.org)

From our cozy suite of offices near the Civic
Center in San Rafael, we serve students in
Novato and Sausalito, Terra Linda and Bolinas,
and all points in between. At the moment, our
students comprise approximately onefifth of the
overall Pathways population, primarily elementary and middle school students, with a small
but growing number of high schoolers. Like the fog that blankets our coastline and pours through
the Golden Gate, our community is ever shifting, and we have seen increased interest in our
program in recent months.
Each of our energetic and dedicated Marin staff members wears multiple hats. Nora
PlofkerRay, Loree Lewandowski, Leslie Scatchard, and AnnMarie Ginella not only work
with their own independent study students, but also teach small group classes, provide
intervention tutoring and online support, staff study halls, organize parent and student events,
proctor assessments, develop and share learning resources with colleagues and families —
amazing. Lynn Wiley serves as the parttime office manager in two locations – San Rafael
(Marin) and Angwin (Napa) – and did I mention the library support she offers? Lynn is the
smiling face who greets visitors and connects with students, all while keeping everything
officerelated running smoothly. Calm and positive, case manager Davida Elsbree supports
students with special education needs, working with families in Marin and Sonoma. This is my
second year as the Marin area coordinator. I also work with a small roster of independent study
students, serve as schoolwide assessment coordinator, and staff one of our weekly study halls.
We love working with Marin families – some of us have even been lucky enough to take a
student all the way from kindergarten through grade 12 – and we hope to continue growing
our program, offering a few more resources and a bit more support each year.
Michele Blaisdell
michele.blaisdell@pathwayscharter.org
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Welcome to the 2016-17 School Year!

Dear Families,
Welcome back! I’m pleased to announce that we have hired a new teacher to join our team.
Cathye has many years of 912 grade classroom experience as well as college and academic
advising. She loves teaching and is excited to be a part of the Pathways team. The Solano staff
include myself (Jill Escareno), Susan Hall, Cindy Tjeerdema, Stephen Fowler, Melissa Solomon,
SarahAnn Hall, Alyssa Payne & Sharon Payne.
● Cognitive Tutor: Do you need support with this online program? Do you have questions
regarding how to use this program? Please plan to attend the Math parent workshop
during our Back to School event.
● Emergency planning: We will be conducting a fire drill once again this semester. More
information to follow via eBulletin.
● Homerooms: We are excited to offer homerooms this year. Homeroom period provides
your student(s) an extra opportunity for direct instruction with homework help from a
credentialed teacher and an opportunity to complete online homework.
● Middle School Lunchroom: Students staying to participate in afternoon classes require
supervision. As an independent study program we are not equipped to provide this.
Parents are expected to participate in the lunchroom supervision. Without your support,
lunchroom will be cancelled and you will be required to supervise your student. Please
see your IST to sign up.
● Fall Spirit Week: Show your school spirit and come to school representing the daily
theme! Stay tuned for themes! (If you have an idea, let Alyssa know ☺)
Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
Onsite classes begin September 12th
Halloween Dress up Oct. 27th (HS) & Oct. 31st (MS)


School office closed Veteran’s day November 11th
Spirit Week November 14th – 16th
Onsite classes canceledNovember 2123rd
Thanksgiving HolidayNovember 2425th
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Welcome to the 2016-17 School Year!
Dear Families,
Welcome back! I’m pleased to announce that we have hired a new teacher to join our team.
Sarah Amador joins us with many years of K8 classroom experience. She is passionate about
teaching and I’m excited that she has joined our PCS team! She will be serving students in the
Upper Napa and Lake Counties. Returning to work with students this year are Christian Martin,
Tamsen Nash and Jean Buller.
●

●

●

●
●

●

Here are several Fall dates and reminders:
Angwin site updates: Our site looks different we have added teacher work spaces and
another class area. I’m also excited about Lynn Wiley who will be onsite Tuesdays and
Thursdays: she is our Napa regional office manager.
Fall semester class registration: Class registration has already begun. Please review the
classes offered on our school website along with the registration form. K5 classes will be
held on Mondays, 78th grade classes will be held on Thursdays, High school classes will
be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Back to School event: Thursday, September 15th 2:304pm (this is encouraged for All
new families and highly recommended for 612th graders). Parents and students will get
information about the STEM fair, the school website, and more.
Renaissance Learning: Yes it’s that time again. Please make sure to sign up all 311th
graders to attend a site assessment session over the next few weeks.
Math Diagnostic assessment sessions: All 611th graders that will be taking a Math
course during the 201617 school year. Students will need to sign up for the test session
and let Lynn Wiley know which assessment they need to take. There is a signup sheet
near Lynn’s desk. You can also email her lynn.wiley@pathwayscharter.org
Emergency planning: We will be conducting a fire drill once again this semester. More
information to follow via eBulletin.
Onsite HS classes begin September 12th
Spirit Week October 2428th


School office closed Veteran’s day November 11th
Onsite classes canceledNovember 2123rd
Thanksgiving HolidayNovember 2425th
Jill Escareno
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Welcome to the 2016-17 School Year!
Dear Pathways Families,
Some of you may not know me! I'm Julie Carter, a Pathways
Independent Study teacher who also coordinates the school wide field
trips. Each year I provide at least 10 opportunities for students and their
families to participate in fun and educational experiences.
Watch the eBulletin for field trip announcements, and if you have any
questions email me directly at julie.carter@pathwaycharter.org.
There are currently five field trips open for registration.
**New** All Field Trip Registrations will be processed online this year,
with paper registration forms accepted by mail ONLY if you do not have internet or computer
access. Please register for Pathways Field Trips online here:
http://www.pathwayscharter.org/apps/pages/fieldtrips.
Details:
● Registration is first come, first serve and, although I work hard to take as many
students/families as possible, most field trips sell out.
● Please read the field trip policies and procedures which are on the website.
● All field trips will be announced on the eBulletin.
● Each event has its own registration form and venue specific limitations. Please read
each flier carefully!
● We ask all families to use the online registration form.
● There is a link to the online registration on all Field Trip Fliers and on the website.
● A confirmation email will be automatically sent to the families after submitting
registration forms.
● Usually funds for field trips will be deducted from student budgets.
● Families will pay for nonstudent and adult participation through the mail. Instructions
will be in the confirmation email.
● All age/grade, registration deadlines, limited nonstudent/adult participation, or other
event specific restrictions will be enforced.
● I will accept mailin registrations; however, I will not "hold" spots for mailin
participants before I receive complete and paid for registrations.
● Waiting lists will be made when events fill.
● If you are confused at any point, email me!!
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Welcome to the 2016-17 School Year!
Wow! You read all the way to the end! My name is Brenda Peterson,
and I wear many hats at Pathways, including IT support, training, and
project coordination. This year I’m excited to be involved with our
online class offerings through eDynamics and OdysseyWare.

I also manage social media and marketing for Pathways, and maintain
our school website (www.pathwayscharter.org), Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/pathwayscharter), and Twitter feed
(@PathwaysCSchool). The monthly school newsletter is one of my
projects for this school year, and I hope it proves to be fun, entertaining, and educational.
I will be compiling the school newsletter and sending it out every month, to arrive in your
email inboxes during the first week of the month. Future newsletters will have sections for
Student Stories, a Featured Alumnus, Art Gallery, PCS In the News, and more. If you have
ideas for newsletter content or would like to submit photos or stories for future newsletters,
please send them to me via email by the 25th of the month at tech@pathwayscharter.org.

NEWSLETTER NAMING {CONTEST}
We haven’t decided on a final name for our Pathways School Newsletter. This issue is
titled The Pathways Independent, but we’d like to get your ideas and feedback.
Submit ideas and vote for your favorites here:
http://www.tricider.com/brainstorming/34pgnoWelWt

From all of the Pathways Charter School staff, I wish you a year full of learning, being, and
doing on your own unique path. We are so happy to be in community with each and every one
of you.
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