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CALENDAR
December

11: Parent Advisory, 6 p.m.,
district office. Topic: Internet safety and cyberbullying
16: Vespers concerts, 2
p.m. and 4 p.m., Baker
High auditorium
18: Keating's Christmas
play "The North Pole's Got
Talent," 5 p.m.
20: Christmas break begins

January

2: School resumes
4: School day
16: Parent Advisory, 6
p.m., district office. Oregon Legislative update: A
Time to Listen
21: Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, no school
25: School day
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Regrouping after the election
Urgent facilities needs remain unsolved

V

oters in the Baker
School District defeated
a proposed $48 million school
construction bond on November 6, sending district officials
back to the drawing board on
how to address critical concerns about facilities.
"We still have identified
issues we need to solve," said
Superintendent Mark Witty.
The measure would have
funded a new elementary
school grades 1-6 and remodeled Brooklyn Elementary
into a birth to kindergarten
center. All schools would have

Marla's Mall

Marla's Mall will have
an open house on Dec.
10 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
The community is invited
to visit the store, which
offers gently used clothing
at no cost.
Marla's Mall is located in
North Baker, 2725 7th St.
It will be closed during the
day of Dec. 10.
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received safety and security
upgrades. If successful, the
bond would have renovated
Baker High School to accommodate seventh and eighth
graders, allowing them to take
more vocational classes and
advanced coursework.
District voters haven’t approved a school construction
bond since 1948.
While the loss was disappointing, Witty said the
district’s urgent facilities needs
remain unresolved. He will
review results with the Baker
School Board of Directors to

determine next steps.
Witty expressed gratitude
to all the volunteers who assisted with the bond campaign.
The “Yes For Kids” Political
Action Committee, chaired
by Kim Mosier, undertook a
variety of activities this fall to
share information and advocate for the bond.
"It’s been a privilege to be a
part of this community conversation about our schools,"
Witty said. "Seeing the devotion of countless volunteers
who dedicated evenings
and weekends in an effort to

improve our schools and our
community makes me appreciate the special place in which
we live. I want to thank the
community for being willing to
engage in courageous conversations about what we want for
our children, schools and the
greater community. "
Witty said the school district
will gather feedback from voters during listening sessions
and other venues over the
coming weeks.
To stay updated, visit the
district's Facebook page or
website, www.baker5j.org.

A Thanksgiving feast
T

he scent of roasted turkey
filled the halls of Haines
Elementary November 20 as the entire school gathered to share a meal
in the spirit of Thanksgiving.
Preparations began a month in
advance when letters were sent
seeking donations of turkeys. Parents supplied ingredients for stuffing, pies, and items for relish trays.
Potatoes were donated by Jess and
Chelsea Blatchford.
Students in K-2 created decorations for the event. Third and fourth
grade made pies, and fifth grade put
together relish trays. Sixth-graders
peeled all the potatoes.
"Everyone has a job," said Principal Katy Collier.
Students were joined in the feast
by district staff and school board
members.
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Shout Outs

To Betty Palmer:

T

hank you, Betty, for your tremendous support, involvement, and
investment in our students, families,
employees, and programs across the district. Betty has a unique way of making
people feel valued and validated, and I
appreciate the thought and energy she
puts into everything she does. Thank
you, Betty! You are appreciated.

Submissions welcome!

We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents, community members - anyone who wants to recognize someone for a job well done.
Submissions can be 100 words or less, and include a photograph if available. Email
entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Katy Collier, principal,
Haines School

are working with me. She also helps
with math or spelling words. I think
it's huge to those kids.
My favorite part is at the end of
the time she works with them, she
says "be good."
Bruce Bowers, custodian,
South Baker

Thanks, Keating PTO!

W

e would like to give a huge
"SHOUT OUT" to our Keating
Elementary School PTO for purchasing
new soccer goals for the playground.
The Keating PTO invests not only in
purchasing curriculum to enhance the
academics of our students, but also
understands the relationship between
physical activity and achievement.
Wayne Whitley, Keating PTO Treasurer,
spent hours researching, ordering, and
assembling the soccer goals. We are
extremely grateful for the undeniable
dedication that our parents give to Keating everyday!

A hidden gem

S

hout out to Toni Nickell, our
amazing occupational therapist
at Baker School District. Toni spends
hours working with our youngest learners and students with sensory needs at
Brooklyn. She has an amazing gift for
observing a student's needs, making a
plan, and teaching students to meet their
own sensory needs in creative ways.
Toni is the hidden gem of Baker 5J!

Angela Lattin
dean of students,
Brooklyn Primary School

Amanda Wilde
Keating Elementary School
principal/head teacher

The Keating School PTO purchased new soccer goals for the students.

Thanks, Sara

B

us driver Sara Rudolph deserves
an enormous shout out! She
works relentlessly with the Brooklyn
students who ride her bus to teach them
safety, respect, and kindness. This
week, when one of her young riders was
feeling a little down, Sara appeared at
lunchtime to eat with the student. This
put a smile on the student's face and
tears in the eyes of the adults. Thanks
for caring so much, Sara!

Angela Lattin, dean of students,
Brooklyn Primary

BMS staff rocks

Thanks, Coach Young!

Recognizing staff

A
F
J
S

ndy Ballard for his great contributions to South Baker Intermediate School over the years.
ifth-grade teachers for having a
very successful and well attended
Heritage Day.
andy Eskew and Cassie Moore for
providing great data on student
growth for the first quarter of school.
outh Baker paraprofessionals for
their hard work and dedication to
helping our students be successful.

Geno Bates, principal,
South Baker

I

want to give the whole BMS crew a
shout out. Every single time I walk
into a classroom, provide technology
help, and just walk the hallways, I am
greeted with smiles, contagious energy,
and good vibes. The staff at BMS rock,
and they show it each and everyday
with their students and fellow teammates.

Jason M. Todd,
BSD digital communications &
technology coordinator

Kudos to Julie!

J

ulie Homan is AMAZING! She
never ceases to treat us as if we
were her only client. She greets every
request with a smile and she is constantly thinking how to get our project
back to us in the shortest time frame
possible so we can continue our job. Ju-

lie – we think the world of you! Thank
you for all your hard work!

Cathy Martin

An unsung hero

S

andy Harper is an unsung hero in
the district office! Sandy processes orders for the entire district with
a smile, and is always willing to lend a
helping hand! Thank you, Sandy!

Katy Collier, principal,
Haines School

I

would like to give Mr. Brandon
Young a shout out! I was currently
failing a portion of PE and that involved
physical testing. We have benchmark
standards and are expected to meet
them. Mine was to run 600 meters
in under 3:15. Well, on my first run I
got 4:33 and that wasn't good. I kept
running and failing. Mr. Young took
his own class time to run with me to
surpass my benchmark — I got 2:14.
Thanks, Coach Young!

Dylan Estabrooks, grade 8,
Baker Middle School

She listens - and even
Good job, Macey!
helps with math
want to shout out to Macey Moore.

A

lita Arendell (cook at South
Baker Intermediate) always
finds kids who are having a bad day
or struggling and she just encourages them, talks to them — even
shoots baskets with them. She lets
them help in the kitchen and gives
little rewards — even the ones who

I

She is a classmate of mine and I
have observed her helping others every
day! She takes care of second breakfast
in the morning, and she even helps her
teachers during their classes so they can
focus on the material. Good job, Macey!

Dylan Estabrooks, grade 8,
Baker Middle School
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Oregon Teacher Pathway
Program provides high school students with a
head start to career in education
T

he population at South Baker Intermediate School jumps by a dozen every week
when high school students arrive to get a taste
of teaching.
And they aren't stapling papers — these
students in the Oregon Teacher Pathway program are working with students on reading and
math.
They arrive from Baker High School at 8
a.m. Their first task is to pair up with a student
for one-on-one reading time in the fourthgrade classrooms of Kristin Schwin and Stacy
Gambleton. High school students switch gears
when students transition to leveled instruction
in math, offering guidance through small group
instructional sessions.
This course, called Oregon Teacher Pathway
(OTP), is open to juniors and seniors who are
in good academic standing and have an interest
in education. OTP is offered in cooperation
with Eastern Oregon University.
High school students in the program earn
college credits for ED115: Introduction to
Education, and gain teaching experience by
working in elementary classrooms once a
week.
OTP students journal about their time with
the elementary students, which enables them to
track progress throughout the year.
"By staying with the same student for the
year, OTP students will have the opportunity
to see growth in reading," said Sharon Defrees,
OTP program advisor.
In addition to working directly with students,
time in the classroom allows high schoolers to
witness, firsthand, how teachers manage their
classrooms at the elementary level.
"The EOU Pathway Program is such a phenomenal opportunity for BHS students wanting to pursue a career in education," Schwin
said. "It gives the BHS students an idea of
whether or not the classroom is a good fit for
them, and the South Baker students look forward to working with these helpers each week.
I love how this is rolling out, and am so glad to
be a part of it."
Reducing college tuition
There's also a financial advantage: students

ABOVE: Emma Finley reads "Across the
Wide and Lonesome Prairie" with fourthgrader Payton Lane
at South Baker Intermediate School.

RIGHT: Lucas Stearns works on
math with Jayden Little during
leveled math stations at
South Baker Intermediate.

who complete the pre-college portion of the
program and are admitted to EOU receive
reduced-price tuition — $45 per credit hour
instead of $159.
At that rate, tuition for 45 credits totals approximately $3,549. To compare, tuition at
Blue Mountain Community College is just under $6,000. University of Oregon tuition averages nearly $12,000 for 45 credit hours. (These
numbers do not include room and board costs.)
As part of the OTP program, students will
complete a research project to present at the
EOU spring symposium.
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Having a hoot with science
O

utfitted with gloves and tweezers, first graders at
Brooklyn Primary practiced being scientists as they
dissected and examined owl pellets.
With total concentration, the young students worked
in pairs to separate fur from bone fragments. They then
categorized each find on a sheet to figure out what creature
had become the owl's meal (rodent, shrew, mole or bird).
Owl pellets, which funded with a grant from the Baker
Valley Education Foundation, were part of a science cart
for Brooklyn's first grade classrooms.
The owl pellet project was part of a short unit on skeletons.
"We made human skeletons out of Q-tips, and another
made from noodles," said Karen Tannehill, who teaches
first grade. "The project had kids looking at different kinds
of skeletal systems found in small animals that owls would
eat."
The Baker Valley Education Foundation funds grants
through community donations. Grant applications are due
each fall for projects that exhibit "innovative teaching and
hands-on learning." For more information, visit www.
bakervalleyeducationfoundation.org.
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Exchange Students
Meet the students who make Baker City their temporary home
Series
We will feature several
exchange students over the
next few issues of Bulldog
Pride.
This story introduces Jimmy
Hung from Taiwan, and
Yanna Lee from South Korea

Y

anna Lee lost a year of age when
she arrived in America, but she
doesn't seem to mind so much.
"I'm 16 in South Korea, but here I'm
15," she says with a smile.
Yanna is an exchange student from
Seoul, South Korea. She said when
children are born, they are considered one
year old.
Jimmy Hung, who is on exchange from
Taipei, Taiwan, says that's not the custom
in his home country — he is 16 whether
at home or in Baker City.
Yanna and Jimmy are exchange students with Education First (EF). They are
attending Baker High School — she as a
sophomore, and Jimmy as a junior.
When they return to their homes after
this year abroad, both will have three
more years of schooling before they finish
high school.
Both have adjusted to the slower life
in Eastern Oregon. Yanna's home city of
Seoul has 10 million people; Taipei has 2
million.
"It's really small, but it's nice," she said.
And she loves living in a two-story
house with a yard.
"It's a dream of mine," she said.
School is different here too. The pair
are accustomed to staying in a classrooms
with 50 other students, and their teachers
come to them for each subject.
"School is so different," Jimmy said.
"I like this better because you meet more
people."
He is, however, adjusting to more free
time. In Taiwan, he attended school from
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday,

Jimmy Hung, an exchange student from Taiwan, is a teacher's assistant in Karen Tannehill's first grade class. He asked
if he could read aloud. "The kids were awesome about listening with his accent. It was so sweet. When he finished they
all clapped for him and gave him a group hug!" Tannehill said.
Yanna Lee, an exchange student
from South Korea, reads
with her host family sisters,
Olivia and Ruby Collard.
and Saturday morning, too.
School in Taiwan and South Korea
doesn't include time for clubs or sports,
They are both enjoying extracurricular
activities at BHS. Jimmy just finished up
football season, a sport he'd never seen
until arriving in America.
"Just try everything," he said.
Yanna is a member of FFA, an organization she found hard to explain to her
parents.
"My dad said 'Are you going to be a
farmer?'" she said.
They stay connected to home through
social media — she on Instagram, and
Jimmy has his own YouTube channel.
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Spotlights
Happenings from
around the
district

On November 15, students from Keating Elementary School visited Settlers Park to serenade
the residents with three songs. Afterward, the kids and school staff passed around trays of
cookies.

On October 31, sixth graders from South Baker Intermediate
School traveled to Pendleton to tour the underground tunnel
system to learn about the history of the area. Students also
visited the Pendleton Art Center.

Sixth-grade students at South Baker Intermediate learned about the Mexican holiday Dia
de los Muertos as they sampled traditional fare such as tamales and empanadas. Latino and
Latina students painted their faces in celebration. Students learned about the history and
traditions surrounding this November 1 holiday. Sixth-grade teacher Mandie Rose, along with
Baker 5J interpreter-translator Ma'lena Wirth, collaborate annually to host this annual event.
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Controlled Environment Agriculture Center
New greenhouse located near Baker Technical Institute

F

FA officers and instructors
broke ground Oct. 18 on land
that will become the new location for a state-of-the-art greenhouse.
The new facility will be used to provide
hands-on learning in the field of controlled environment agriculture (CEA).
CEA is a technology-based approach
toward the production of plants and
their products, such as vegetables and
flowers. The aim of CEA is to provide
protection and optimal growing conditions throughout the development of a
crop. This is achieved by applying horticultural, technological and engineering
techniques which optimize crop production, quality and efficiency.
“We are very excited to see this project begin” said Doug Dalton, president
of Baker Technical Institute. “This
center will give our students learning
opportunities in agriculture that have
not existed before. Our FFA chapter will
not only be able to bring back popular
community projects liwke the hanging basket sales, but we will be able to
partner with industry to tie the education to careers in this expanding field.
We simply see investing in agriculture
education as key to keeping communities in Eastern Oregon thriving."
The building replaces greenhouses
that were destroyed by snow in the winter of 2016-2017. The new greenhouse
measures 35 feet wide and 96 feet long,
and has a center divider and heating
system. It was paid for by insurance
money, Measure 98 funds, and a grant
from Northwest Farm Credit Services.
“It’ll be basically two greenhouses in
one. We’ll have two climate-controlled
spaces,” said Nicole Merchant, who is
FFA advisor along with Bibiana Gifft.
“It’s definitely a lot more user friendly,
and a better teaching space.”
Merchant also teaches middle school
agricultural science; Gifft teaches the ag
classes for high school.
The greenhouse arrived November

The greenhouse is on the north side of Baker High School, near Baker Technical Institute.

14 and is located in the north field, near
BTI. It will be used by the greenhouse
management class and various agriculture, natural resource and environmental
science classes. Students will help set
up the water system. Between Gifft
and Merchant, 5J is able to offer 14 ag
classes, including four for students in
grades 7-8 who are bused to BHS each
day. The center will also be utilized for
applied learning opportunities through
STEAM camps and partnerships with
elementary schools.
Students will utilize the greenhouse
for experiments, plant science, marketing skills and for Supervised Agricultural Experience projects (SAE), which are
required for every agriculture student.
“The kids take what they’re learning
in the classroom and apply it,” Mer-

chant said.
The greenhouse will also be used to
grow flowers for the annual FFA plant
sale. Merchant said flowers will be
growing by the first of February.
“So our baskets can be fuller and
better quality,” she said. “We want to
provide the best product we can.”
Profits from the plant sale, which is
run by FFA, help fund plant material
for the next year and travel expenses for
FFA contests and conventions. A grand
opening for the greenhouse is planned
for May 10, which coincides with the
first day of the 2019 plant sale.
All students who take ag classes are
considered to be members of FFA,
although not all choose to fully participate.
“Every student who takes a class from

Bibiana or me are FFA members. It’s up
to them how involved they want to be,”
Merchant said.
This is the second year Discovery of
Agriculture has been offered to middle
school students. Curriculum for this
course is taught on a two-year rotation.
Students who complete both seventh
and eighth grade portions of the curriculum can skip Introduction to Agriculture
their freshmen year.
Merchant said she thinks offering the
class to middle school students is piquing interest in agriculture at an early
age.
“I have students in my middle school
classes that I probably wouldn’t get in
high school,” she said. “You don’t need
to live on a farm to take ag or be in
FFA. We all eat, we all wear clothes.”
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Attendance +
Reading = Success
• 64% of kindergarten and first
grade students who attend
school regularly meet reading
standards by the end of 3rd
grade.
• 43% of kindergarten and first
grade children children considered “at-risk” for attendance
meet reading standards by the
end of 3rd grade.
• 41% of kindergarten and first
grade children considered
“chronically absent” meet reading standard by the end of 3rd
grade.
• 17% of kindergarten and first
grade children with a “chronically
absent” attendance rate meet
reading standard by the end of
3rd grade.
• Children who struggle to read
by the end of 3rd grade are four
times less likely to graduate from
high school
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Lunch with Chef Paul
O

Perfect attendance earns lunch on the stage

nce a month, the stage at
Brooklyn Primary turns
into a special dining room with
a waiter in white and black and
a toast with flavored sparkling
water.
Kinley Downing, a first-grader,
has earned three lunches on the
stage by scoring perfect attendance. Her favorite part?
"The sparkling water," she said
with a grin.
Paul Turk sets the stage,
welcoming each student with a
formal hello and accepting the
ticket that earned their place for
the day.
"Here you go buddy. Good job
— thanks for perfect attendance,"
he said to first-grader Brandt
Peterson.
When all kids are seated and
well into their meal, Turk passes
out small cups and fills each with
sparkling water. Then everyone
lifts their glass in a toast to perfect attendance.
"How did you get perfect attendance?" he asks.
"One day at a time," is the answer in a chorus of
voices.
Brooklyn's goal, said Principal Phil Anderson, is to
reach an average of 95 percent attendance.
"Attendance and achievement go hand in hand," he
said. "Research indicates that achievement is adversely
impacted when a student misses 10 or more days of
school a year."
Regular attendance is missing no more than one day
per month. Ten to 17 missed days is considered an
“at-risk” attendance rate, and 18 or more is considered
“chronically absent."
Anderson said that on any given day the attendance
percentage rate at Brooklyn is 93.37 percent, which
means there are 31 students not at school.
"That equals 240 hours of missed instruction on
a single day. If one student at Brooklyn Primary is
chronically absent, that particular student misses 135
instructional hours over the course of the year.
"At Brooklyn Primary, we understand there are
illnesses, emergencies, and other issues that require
absences. However, we will continue to encourage our
Bulldogs to be at school each and every day whenever
possible," he said. As our mission states: We believe in
every child; we are committed to educating and inspiring all children to their highest level of learning. Part
of that inspiration includes regular attendance."

First-grader Brandt Peterson's ticket earns lunch on the Brooklyn stage for perfect attendance.

