I am for the child who’s

name no one can remember

I am for the child who no longer comes

Every year in Pennsylvania, more than 29,000
children are the victims of abuse and neglect and
more than 23,000 are living in foster care.
Public child welfare agencies are stretched beyond
capacity by their massive caseloads. To address
these needs, Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) volunteers are screened and trained citizens
who work in partnership with child welfare agencies
on behalf of neglected children.
CASA volunteers typically manage only 1-2 cases
at a time. This focused attention allows a CASA
volunteer to better monitor a child’s situation and
provide the detailed information a judge needs to
make the best decisions on behalf of that child.

Become a CASA volunteer
for Children.
each dependent, abused, and/or neglected child and
to ensure them quality services, timely decisions,
and safe, permanent, nurturing homes. For many
abused children, their CASA volunteer will be the
one constant adult presence in their lives during a
troubled time.
CASA volunteers are ordinary Pennsylvanians
doing extraordinary things, but Pennsylvania needs
more heroes. There are still over 22,000 children
them a safe, loving, and permanent home.
www.pacasa.org
Website:
Phone:
E-mail:
Address:

They

Become a CASA volunteer
for Children.

• Uncover the facts related to the child’s situation and
create a summary report for the court.
• Make recommendations for services for the child and
advocate for those services.
• Advocate the child’s best interest at all court hearings.
a safe, permanent home as quickly as possible.

Children with a CASA volunteer
• Are substantially less likely to spend time in long-term
foster care.
• Are less likely to be bounced from home to home.
• Are less likely to re-enter the foster care system.
• Are more likely to be adopted.

Make recommendations for permanency and specific,
key services for the child and family.

What is a CASA?

A CASA is a Court Appointed Special Advocate volunteer who is the voice for an abused and neglected
child. They have been screened, trained, and appointed by a judge. CASA volunteers partner with social
workers to provide judges with timely, objective, and
detailed information to ensure the child’s immediate
safety and well-being and determine his or her forever
home. For many abused children, their CASA volunteer
will be the one constant adult presence in their lives
during a troubled time.

What Do CASA volunteers Do?

CASA volunteers help protect a vulnerable population
during a difficult period in their life. CASA volunteers
speak on behalf of children 0 to 21 years of age who
have been victims of abuse or neglect and have 4 main
responsibilities:
Uncover the facts by: 1) reading all relevant records
(e.g., school, medical, and caseworker reports) and 2)
talking to the child, parents, family, social workers,
foster parents, school officials, and healthcare providers, as well as any others who are knowledgeable
about the child’s history to create a summary report.

Advocate for the child’s best interests at all court
hearings, providing a report to the court containing factbased information they have gathered and the child’s
wishes, if they are able to communicate them. The CASA
volunteer is only appointed to only 1 or 2 cases so they
are often able to get to know the child better than any
other adult present in the courtroom.
Act as the monitor for the duration of the case, ensuring
that it is brought to an appropriate conclusion in the
child’s best interests and as quickly as possible.
While the time commitment on each case varies,
volunteers usually spend ~10 hours per month with a
minimum of 3-4 of those hours being spent with the child.
While the length of cases will vary, the average length of
time is 18 months.

How Are CASA volunteers Trained?

CASA volunteers undergo thorough training. An initial
minimum of 30 hours of training covers a variety of relevant topics, including the laws and processes of the
foster care system, courtroom procedures, effective
advocacy techniques, child sexual abuse, as well as
early childhood development and adolescent behavior.
The pre-service curriculum contains current research
from child advocacy sources that equips volunteers with
relevant information and makes them better-informed
advocates. The curric-ulum is delivered using the most
up-to-date principles of adult learning. CASA volunteers
also receive a minimum of 12 hours of ongoing annual
training to maintain their active status.

Why Do We Need CASA volunteers?

Every year in Pennsylvania, more than 29,000 children
are the victims of abuse and neglect and more than
23,000 are living in foster care. Public child welfare
agencies are stretched beyond capacity and overwhelmed by their massive caseloads. Volunteers
typically manage only 1-2 cases at a time. This focused
attention allows a CASA volunteer to better monitor
a child’s situation and to provide the critical information
a judge needs to make the best decisions on behalf
of a child.

What is the Impact of CASA volunteers?

Research indicates that just one caring adult can make
a lasting impact on the trajectory of a child’s life. Children
with a CASA volunteer:
• Spend less time in court.
• Are substantially less likely to spend time in long-term
foster care.
• Are less likely to be bounced from home to home.
• Are less likely to re-enter the foster care system;
the proportion of those who re-enter the foster care
system is reduced by half.
• Do better in school.
• Are more likely to
be adopted.

Who Are CASA volunteers?

CASA volunteers are ordinary Pennsylvanians doing
extraordinary things! Recruited from all walks of life
with a variety of professional, educational, and
cultural backgrounds, CASA volunteers share a
passion for helping abused and neglected children.
In 2017, over1,015 volunteers served 2052 abused
and neglected children.

Why Should I Become a CASA volunteer?
“Those who are happiest are those who do the most
for others.” — Booker T. Washington

Pennsylvania needs more heroes. Over 22,000
children in Pennsylvania are waiting for a volunteer to
help find them a safe, loving, and permanent home.
Our goal is to assign a qualified CASA volunteer to
each dependent, abused, and/or neglected child
and to ensure quality services, timely decisions, and
safe, permanent, nurturing homes for needy children.
The CASA program is a proven way to help our most
vulnerable children.
Lift up a child’s voice. A child’s life. Become a CASA
volunteer for Children.

How Do I Become a CASA volunteer?
To get involved, please visit: www.pacasa.org
or contact us:
Website:
Phone:
E-mail:
Address:

