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A Collaborative Effort
A team of NASD staff prepare for an
accreditation visit from AdvancED.

From Garden to
Table...McLaurin
Students Eat Up
Lesson in the Life
Cycle of a Cabbage
by Tony Fields
I have had the opportunity to observe
many classroom lessons over the years,
but this lesson made me feel like I was at
my grandmothers’ house on a cold January
day and not in a mobile unit classroom.
The 20 excited faces in Mrs. April Wallis
and Mrs. Robin Kaiser’s class were learning
about plants and their life cycle. They were
engaged in my favorite part of the plant’s life
cycle, and that’s when it’s time to cook and
eat.
Students gathered around Mrs. Robin
Kaiser in one corner of the classroom as she
boiled cabbage to perfection. Other students
watched in amazement as Mrs. April Wallis
used a hotplate, skillet, oil, onions, salt, and
pepper to sautee some cabbage. Not only
were the students excited about the method
their teacher was using, but they were also

thrilled about their fancy new vocabulary
word “sautee.”
The students planted the cabbage when
it was a tiny plant in the fall semester and
have monitored the entire process. “Mrs.
Kaiser is so knowledgeable about gardening
and helps teach us all about the process,”
Mrs. Wallis said. Not only have they planted
cabbage on the front of the campus at
McLaurin, but you’ll also find broccoli,
cauliflower, and lettuce growing.
This initiative of planting vegetables
started with a partnership between McLaurin
Elementary School and My Brothers Keeper
Inc. “Not many of our kids like to eat
vegetables, so this was a neat experience for
them to get to plant cabbage, tend to it, and
finally eat it,” said Mrs. Wallis.

LSU hosts
Morgantown Middle
Schoolers for a Day
Submitted by Monica King,
Morgantown Middle School Counselor
85 eighth grade students from Morgantown took
an educational field trip to the campus of LSU as
partial completion of their Mississippi Individual
Success Plan. We began our tour with the LSU
Student Union where students dined from various
restaurants in the food court. Students then took
a walking tour of the vast campus. They were able
to visit the academic buildings and sit in a college
classroom. They also visited the athletic arenas
on campus. Students were awed by a visit with
the LSU mascot, a live tiger! Our tour ended with
an informational session regarding admissions
requirements, student population, student/teacher
ratio, class size, graduation rate and clubs and
organizations available at LSU. They truly enjoyed
this rare experience and have become even more
motivated about attending a university as a postsecondary option.

Dr. Bridgette Hill brings a Little Mardi Gras Along With a Few Goal
Setting Tips to 8th Grade Girls at Morgantown Middle School

by Tony Fields
On January 15th you would have thought
Morgantown Middle School was in the
middle of Mardi Gras in New Orleans, LA. The
Second Line was blaring from the speakers,
beads were flying around the room, and all
of the fun was being led by a lady small in
stature underneath a Morgantown Middle
School Mardi Gras umbrella. That lady was Dr.
Bridgette Hill, a native of Natchez and a 1990
graduate of Natchez High School.
Dr. Hill is a graduate of Grambling State
University and a member of Delta Sigma

Theta Sorority, Inc. In 1997, she enlisted
in the United States Army and in 2006 she
earned her Doctor of Sport Management and
Sport Medicine degrees with a Concentration
in Marketing. Currently, Dr. Hill runs her own
small business called Interiors by Bridgette, a
staging and interior decorating business.
Dr. Hill took time out of her schedule to
visit Morgantown Middle School to speak to
the 8th-grade girls about the importance of
setting SMART goals. Dr. Hill emphasized to
the students that she was once a pupil at
Morgantown and through her matriculation
and achievements in the Natchez-Adams

School District, she now has a Doctorate
Degree. Dr. Hill stated that she found her love
for writing right at Morgantown because of
her favorite teacher Mrs. Barnes.
“Start now to set your goals and make
sure they are specific, measurable, attainable,
relevant, and time-bound,” said Dr. Hill. Dr.
Hill said, “ I was 26 years old before I began
to set goals for myself, but your path will be
much easier than mine was if you start setting
goals now.”

2018-2019 Administrator of the Year

MRS. ORISHA BROWN-MIMS

“To educate our youth
is to empower them.”
Orisha Brown Mims began her career in 2006 as a Teacher Assistant
in the Jefferson County School District, Fayette, MS. After occupying
that position for one year, Mrs. Mims was encouraged to pursue her
teaching certification. After successfully passing her Praxis exams, she
was hired as an 8th grade Science Teacher. She completed her Master
of Arts in teaching at Alcorn State University and continued in that
role until May 2013. During that time, she pursued and completed a
masters and certification in Educational Leadership.
She returned to the Jefferson County School District as a Gifted
Instructor but was offered a position in November 2013 as an Assistant
Principal in the Natchez-Adams School District. After a few months
in that role, she was offered a position as principal at Morgantown
College Preparatory Academy in May 2014. In 2016, she became
principal at Joseph L. Frazier Elementary School where she is in her 3rd
year.
Mrs. Mims believes that quality education is fundamental to a
progressive community. To educate our youth is to empower them.
As educators, we must care about student outcomes and inspire
teachers to teach creatively and motivate students to engage deeply
in learning. She believes that demographics and economic status may
play a role, but should not determine the likelihood of success for any
student. She works extremely hard to show students that they can
rise above their hardships and be successful students, and ultimately

citizens, in their communities.
She works hard to remain visible in the community. Mrs. Mims has
done many things for her school and community, but her greatest
joy is being able to provide food to families through her Annual
Thanksgiving Food Drive and coats to students through her Annual
Coat Drive. “How can you educate a child who is cold or hungry?” This
year she was able to feed 20 families for Thanksgiving. The food boxes
included enough food for the entire Thanksgiving break. Also, she has
partnerships with 2 local churches that provide food backpacks for
students in need every weekend.
Even though being able to connect to her students’ physical and
emotional needs is important, she realizes that numbers count.
When she became principal of Frazier in 2016, the school had an
accountability rating of D and had obtained 634 discipline referrals
during the previous academic year. During the 2016-2017 school
year, Mrs. Mims and her team were able to decrease the number of
discipline referrals from 634 to 479. Also, the ADA was increased
from 92.98% to 93.4%. That school year the school maintained the D
accountability rating. During the 2017-2018 school year, the team was
able to increase the accountability rating from a D (309 points) to a C
(354 points). This included an increase in 26.4 percentage points in
Math Growth All and 19 percentage points in Math Growth Low.

2018-2019 NATCHEZ-ADAMS SCHOOL DISTRICT’S

PARENTS OF THE YEAR

Every year, we are fortunate to have dedicated parents
that make the decision to volunteer around the District.
These parents are vital to the success of each campus.
We celebrate and extend a huge thanks to this year’s
PARENTS OF THE YEAR
Deloris Wilson • Frazier Elementary School
Melanese Sibley • McLaurin Elementary School
Liz Blalock • West Elementary School
Angela Lloyd • Morgantown Middle School
CeCe Harper • Robert Lewis Magnet School
Bambi Singleton • Fallin Career & Technology Center
Karen Green • Natchez Freshman Academy
Mary Sproulls • Natchez High School
Kristina Carter • Natchez Early College @ Co-Lin
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Congratulations and thanks for...

LENDING A HAND!

February Events
FEBRUARY 1 FRIDAY
NATCHEZ HIGH VS. WINGFIELD HIGH-BASKETBALL
5 PM – 7:30 PM AWAY
FEBRUARY 2 SATURDAY
NATCHEZ HIGH VS. WARREN CENTER HIGH-JV GIRLS ONLY
BASKETBALL AWAY
FEBRUARY 4 MONDAY
P-16 COUNCIL MEETING 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM
FEBRUARY 5 TUESDAY
NEC@CO-LIN PTSA MEETING 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM
FEBRUARY 7 THURSDAY
NATCHEZ FRESHMAN ACADEMY PTA MEETING
FEBRUARY 8 FRIDAY
NATCHEZ HIGH VS CANTON HIGH-BASKETBALL 4 PM – 6 PM AWAY
FRAZIER ELEMENTARY FATHER-DAUGHTER DANCE 6 PM – 8 PM
FEBRUARY 11 MONDAY
FRAZIER ELEMENTARY PTA 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM
FEBRUARY 12 TUESDAY
BASKETBALL DIVISION TOURNAMENT

Hardwood Booster Club President Harvey McNeal watches action on the floor during a
break from the concession stand

ROBERT LEWIS MAGNET PTSA MEETING 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM

Hardwood Booster Club Rallies Around Natchez
High School Bulldogs and Lady Bulldogs

FEBRUARY 18 MONDAY
FIRST BASKETBALL PLAYOFF ROUND

By Rita Brooks

overnight trips. Recently the booster

The Hardwood Booster Club makes life a

club purchased warm up shirts for the

little easier for the Bulldogs by providing

team.

a much-needed financial spark to the

McNeal said Natchez High Basketball

basketball program. According to

is “very fortunate” to have a dedicated

club president Harvey McNeal, with

group of parents, providing help to the

school budgets tight, the booster club’s

team. The booster club is always looking

3RD THROUGH 8TH GRADE DISTRICT SPELLING BEE
4:30 PM – 6 PM (NATCHEZ HIGH AUDITORIUM)

MORGANTOWN MIDDLE PTA 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM
FEBRUARY 19 TUESDAY
FIRST BASKETBALL PLAYOFF ROUND
NASD BOARD MEETING 4 PM – 5 PM
FEBRUARY 21 THURSDAY
MCLAURIN ELEMENTARY PTA MEETING
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM

main purpose is to help the coaches

for help, whether it’s selling popcorn at

FEBRUARY 22 FRIDAY
SECOND BASKETBALL PLAYOFF ROUND

and athletes. The 24 member, all-

concession stands, leading fundraising

FEBRUARY 23 SATURDAY
SECOND BASKETBALL PLAYOFF ROUND

parent, non-profit group serves as an

efforts or through donations.

essential role to both the girls’ and boys’

FEBRUARY 26 TUESDAY
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP BEGINS

basketball teams.

WEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM

The club generates most of their

to watch their athletes play. McNeal’s

FRAZIER ELEMENTARY BLACK HISTORY PROGRAM
6 PM – 7 PM

funding through concession sales at

granddaughter is #3, Kelsey McNeal,

the games and program ad sales. A few

starting point guard for the Lady

FEBRUARY 27 WEDNESDAY
PASTRIES WITH THE PRINCIPAL FRAZIER ELEMENTARY
10 AM – 11 AM

dollars for a hot dog, some popcorn,

Bulldogs. The Hardwood Club meets

and a soda could go toward the annual

the first and third Wednesday of the

FEBRUARY 28 THURSDAY
NATCHEZ HIGH PTSA MEETING
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM- LIBRARY

banquet, a letter jacket, senior gifts, or

month. The membership dues is $25 per

a nice sit down meal for the team on

member and $40 for a couple.
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Like clock work, members rotate shifts
that allow each parent an opportunity

VISION: We are an innovative, inspiring, and unified, student focused learning community,
which motivates and empowers all students to succeed.
MISSION: Our promise is to nurture, engage, educate, inspire, and prepare students to
learn and lead in a global society as confident, competent, and productive citizens.

Hardwood Booster Club member Amy Nichols takes an
order from a Bulldog fan.

Carmen Williams and Valeria Harris fill orders for Bulldog
fans at a Friday night game.

Tyreeq Washington-King, Bulldog Guard #10 stops by the
concession stand for a visit before his game.

Antonio Benson, Morgantown Middle School Math Teacher,
takes a moment to stretch his legs and grab a snack during
half-time.

Hardwood Club members Sebrena Scott and Harriet McGee
take orders with a smile, all the little touches that help feed
hungry Bulldog fans.

McNeal takes a moment to greet each customer with a
handshake and a smile.

McLaurin Kindergartners are 100 Days Smarter
by Rita Brooks
Waking up early every day for school is hard work, but how about
waking up for 100 days? Kindergarten and first grade students at
McLaurin Elementary School crossed major hurdles celebrating
100 days of school Thursday, January 24.

recognition skills. Once the writing exercise was completed, each
student received 100 treats in a cup from Peggy Drake, classroom
paraprofessional. Each student painstaking covered their charts
with tasty treats. Once the charts were covered, the students ate
the treats.

With Fruit Loops, mini marshmallows and animal crackers,
kindergarten students in Mrs. Felicia Mann’s class celebrated
by learning to count and write numbers from 1 to 100. Each
student brought 100 snack items for the activity. There were
Skittles, animal crackers, Fruit Loops, mini pretzels, Gold Fish,
marshmallows and Hershey’s Kisses.

When asked by Mrs. Mann to give a thumbs up if this was one of
their favorite classroom activities, Payton Knibbs said “This is my
best day ever” while other students gave two thumbs up.

Students were given worksheets that helped them practice
writing numbers to 100 as well as further their number

Mann said the 100th day celebration would conclude with
photos allowing each student an opportunity to visualize
themselves when they reach the age of 100 years old.

