Dear Parents/Guardians,
During the 2016-2017 school year, Fontbonne Hall Academy was
honored to receive re-accreditation by the Middle States Association
of Colleges and Schools. Using the Excellence by Design protocol to
conduct a careful self-study, we were able to celebrate our strengths
and develop a plan for our future growth and development.
I am now happy to announce that our Board of Trustees, looking to
build upon the strong foundation provided by our Middle States selfstudy, is beginning the development of a strategic plan. Strategic
planning is a disciplined effort to set our priorities and to focus our
energy and resources. A well-developed strategic plan is critical to
the long-term success of any non-profit organization because this
plan will reaffirm who we serve, how we serve, and why we serve. A
good strategic plan does all of this through a lens that keeps a clear
focus on our future.
In order to ensure that all our stakeholders are included in the
strategic planning process, we will be sending surveys to our major
constituent groups later this school year. At this time, we would be
happy to welcome the participation of parents on some of our task
teams. Each task team is being chaired by a member of our Board of
Trustees and is engaged in conducting a SWOT (strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats) analysis of various areas of
our school.
If you are interested in learning more about being a part of a task
team, please contact me at spicijaric@fontbonne.org, or by calling
718-748-2244, Ext. 104. We very much look forward to parental
participation in this very important and exciting process.
Best,
Mary Ann Spicijaric
Principal

BONNIE NEWS

NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS
PRACTICE CLINICAL SKILLS
Students visited St. Francis College and
attended a lecture by Dr. Eleanor Kehoe
(Chairperson, Department of Nursing) and
Dean of Science Dr. Allen Burdowski who
spoke about hypertension, blood pressure
and the side effects of an unhealthy lifestyle.
Students had access to the lab so they
could practice checking blood pressure
and pulse on each other and dummy
patients. The objectives of this program are
to instill the students with the desire to
become nurses and showcase the robust
program at St Francis.

JOURNALISM PROJECT PROMOTES FONTBONNE AMAZON
SMILE CAMPAIGN
Print & Broadcast Journalism is an elective offered to Juniors and Seniors that focuses
on the fundamental basis of all journalistic endeavors. Students must write for The
Folio (our school newspaper) and contribute to the Bonnie News Network (our school
news broadcast) as part of their grade. Students develop skills in news writing,
videography, editing, and visual storytelling. Through hands-on experience in our Maria
Bartiromo Broadcast Studio, students create video content to stream online.
For this project, students were asked to plan and develop a news segment to inform
students, parents, and alumni about Amazon Smile, and how anyone can easily use it
to contribute to Fontbonne Hall Academy. Students were entirely responsible for writing
the script, storyboarding and directing the segment, shooting the video, and editing the
footage. Click below to watch!

STUDENTS INTERVIEW SHARK
TANK ENTREPRENEUR
Entrepreneur and Business students
interviewed Thomas Cucco, founder and
owner of Table 87 Coal Oven Pizza.
(pictured with Senior Joanilyn Maginnis)
Thomas discussed his pitch on Shark Tank,
how he has built his restaurant business

and how he developed his frozen line of
packaged coal oven pizza. Table 87 is the
first in Brooklyn to offer coal oven pizza by
the slice! He inspired the girls by attributing
determination and perseverance to his
success.

LEADERSHIP SPEECH INSPIRES STUDENTS
Students from the Scholar Society and Women’s Empowerment Club visited St.
Francis College for a tour and to see keynote speaker, Kristen Hadeed, author of
Permission to Screw Up: How I Learned to Lead by Doing (Almost) Everything
Wrong.

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY
LAB DISSECTION
Students dissected sharks to examine their
visceral (pleuroperitoneal) cavity organs,
after examining the external morphology of

the shark. The objective was to become
familiar principally with aspects of the
reproductive, digestive and excretory
systems.
Dissection is a technique students use to
learn anatomy through direct observation;
this technique is used in conjunction with
other practical techniques such as Virtual
Reality.

PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE VISIT
Sophomores, juniors, and seniors visited St. Joseph’s University and Temple
University in Philadelphia. They met with admissions representatives and went on
campus tours.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FONTBONNE TENNIS TEAM
FOR ENDING THE SEASON AS BROOKLYN CHAMPS!

RECORD BREAKING OPEN HOUSE
This year's Open House was the largest to date
with almost 500 guests visiting our campus on
Saturday, October 20th. Guests were treated to
opening performances by FHA dance students
and the Select Chorus. The day's program
highlighted each department's curriculum as
well as gave prospective families the
opportunity to experience the many offerings of
our Fab Lab, meet student athletes and
coaches, learn about our large variety of clubs
and we can't forget to mention the eye-catching
pop art all around campus. We look forward to a
successful admissions season and to our 7th
grade open house in the spring.

CORNELL UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PROJECT
Students will be working as citizen scientists to track the spread of invasive fish
species such as Sea Lamprey, Asian Carp, Round Gobi and Snakeheads
throughout New York State waterways, in an ongoing research project with
Cornell University. Students have collected water samples from local water
sources in order to test for environmental DNA from these invasive fish species.
Students will receive invaluable training in “how research is done” within a real
research project. Their information, findings, and research will be added to
Cornell University’s database, which then will be made publicly available.
The valuable information provided by our students will help NY State provide
responses to the problem of invasive fish species. Once completed, the
contribution of the Fontbonne students will be acknowledged on Cornell
University’s website.

REMINDERS AND EVENTS
First Quarter ends: November 7th
Parent/Teacher Conferences: November 19th, 3PM-5PM and
6PM-8PM

Please join the Parent University for this first-time seminar presented by
renowned child and adolescent psychologist, Dr. Lori Evans of the NYC Child
Studies Center who will join us for a conversation about teen behavior - What's
normal and when intervention may be necessary.
RSVP

Join us on social media!






