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Hello Bulldog Families!!
It is time for all of the excitement of the new school year to begin! We kick off this year with our huge
“Back to School Block Party” on Saturday, September 8th from 12:00 P.M. until 8:00 P.M. We will have
food, spirits and lots of fun games and activities for all ages! I cannot wait to see all of our wonderful
families there! If you are interested in volunteering for set-up, clean-up or anything in between, email
garvyschoolpta@gmail.com
Last year there were many things learned along the way, but one thing heard frequently was that families
wanted clear communication! Here are some tips for the beginning of school:
Beginning the first day of school we will have our kiss-n-go up and running on Oak Park and Rutherford
Avenues. Oak Park moves northbound only and Rutherford moves southbound only. There are large
orange cones located where our kiss-n-go parents will open car doors so students can exit vehicles safely.
There is NO PARKING or STOPPING on Oak Park and Rutherford between 8:15-8:30 A.M. The school day
begins at 8:30 A.M. with supervision beginning at 8:15 A.M. outside on school grounds. Kindergarten and
1st grade students enter Door 5, lining up next to the turf in two lines, one for students and one for the
accompanying adult. Kindergarten and 1st grade students enter the building beginning at 8:20 A.M. 2nd
through 4th grade students enter Door 8, lining up next to the gymnasium in marked areas, and enter the
building beginning at 8:25 A.M. 5th through 7th grade students line up on the basketball courts and enter
through Door 4 beginning at 8:23 A.M. If a student arrives to school later than 8:32 A.M., they are to
report to Door 7 to receive a tardy pass before reporting to class. The Pledge of Allegiance plays at 8:35
A.M. sharp and the school day begins. Any students who are tardy three times within a quarter will
receive a pyramid and will miss Fun Friday. This also applies to pick-up at the end of the school day.
Students exit the doors they enter in the morning, with Kindergarten leaving at 3:20 P.M. If a student in
Kindergarten or 1st grade is being picked up by a sibling in another grade, that student can pick them up
in Room 104 after they are dismissed. Students who are not picked up on time will also receive a pyramid
and after three instances will miss Fun Friday. We understand that there may be extenuating
circumstances, however if child care is needed before 8:15 A.M. or after 3:30 P.M., Right at School offers
services beginning at 7:00 A.M. and after school until 6:00 P.M.
We would like to give a warm welcome to Mrs. Maria Crespo, our new school clerk! Mrs. Crespo is fluent
in both English and Spanish and was previously a clerk at Bridge Elementary in the Middle School Building.
Many of you may have met her over the summer as she spent many days getting to know our school. We
are thrilled to have her join our Garvy Family! We would also like to welcome Ms. Yonsoo We who will be
teaching our 7th Grade Math classes. Ms. We is a first year teacher who graduated from the University of
Illinois at Chicago with a BA in Urban Education and a Concentration in Mathematics and Social Science.
She is fluent in English and Korean and we are excited to have her join our team!
Mrs. Anna Olech and her family welcomed a sweet little addition to their family over the summer, Miss
Grace Victoria Olech. We are so happy for them and excited to have her begin the school year with us,
too.
Our Local School Council meetings have moved to the third Wednesday of the month at 5:00 P.M. and will
meet in Room 208. PTA meetings will follow at 6:00 P.M. and are held in the Multi-Purpose Room. Be sure
to check our website at www.garvyschool.org to stay abreast of what is happening throughout the school
year in case meeting dates or times change. I look forward to seeing you at our first Local School Council
meeting on September 19th at 5:00 P.M. Save the date for our annual Open House, Thursday, September
13th! I will be holding the first Principal Tea on Tuesday, September 25th at 8:45 A.M. (hopefully in the
front garden, weather permitting).

Garvy Bulldogs
www.garvyschool.org

SAVE THE DATE
§ Sept. 5th- BAC Meeting
@ 8:30am
§ Sept. 8th– PTA Back to
School Block Party
§ Sept. 10th—Allergy
Assembly (K-5)
§ Sept. 12th —AAC
Meeting @ 4pm
§ Sept. 13th—Open
House
§ Sept. 19th—LSC
Meeting @5pm; PTA
Meeting @6pm
§ Sept. 21st—School
Fees Due
§ Sept. 24th—Start with
Hello Week
§ Sept.283th—PTA
Movie Night on the Turf
@ Dusk
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Welcome back to the pride of the northwest side, Garvy School!!
Follow us
@JWGarvyBulldogs
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Ms. Bridget Stanis
bcstanis@cps.edu
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If you did not already do so at the end of last school year, please go to GoCPS.edu to activate your accounts
with the codes given to you in June!!
If you lost your activation code, please call 773-534-2060
Please check the monthly Newsletter, Email blasts, and/or my webpage on Garvy’s website for High School
information!!
Garvy Parents/Students:
Every month remember to check this section of the newsletter to read important announcements
throughout the school year.
ALL PARENTS: Please hand in any medical or dental/vision forms for the target grades as soon as you can.
MEDICALS –
DENTAL –
VISION –

Entering Kindergarten and 6th grade—OR—Entering State of Illinois and enrolling in CPS
at any grade level for the first time
Entering Kindergarten, 2nd and 6th grade
Entering Kindergarten, due AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

NEW FACES AT GARVY
We have once again been fortunate in hiring outstanding staff. There are some familiar faces, and there are some
new faces, but the most important thing is each one of them cares deeply about serving the children of Garvy.
Please welcome them to the Garvy Family.

MARIA CRESPO

YONSOO WE

School Clerk

7th Grade Math

ANTONELLA VISCONTI
6th Grade ELA
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Assistant’s Announcements
Mrs. Stephanie Bester

snelson1@cps.edu

Welcome Back Bulldogs!!!
The 2018-2019 school year is upon us. I hope you are feeling as good as I am about the start
of the school year. I always marvel at what wonderful students we have at Garvy school and I know that comes
directly from having such loving, caring, and involved parents. I cannot articulate how seriously we take our
important role of providing over 800 Garvy Bulldogs students with an educational experience that reflects rigor,
academic excellence, social-emotional needs, and creativity. We all believe deeply that our children must be
equipped with the skills and strategies that will prepare them for both the challenges and opportunities they will
encounter in our ever-changing world.
On another note, in the upper grade (7-8), Garvy is instituting a 1 to 1 Chromebook Program. All students in
these two grade levels will be loaned a Chromebook to use for the entire school year. More information will be
presented at the Open House Meeting on September 13th.
A couple of reminders:
§
§
§

Classes begin at 8:30 A.M. In the morning, please drop off your child/ren no earlier than 8:15 A.M. at
the kiss-n-go on Oak Park or Rutherford. Be mindful of children running across the street.
Dress code begins the first day of school and shorts can be worn as long as they are no shorter than 3”
above the knee and sit at the waist. The last day to wear shorts is October 15th.
This year’s theme: Building Blocks: Setting the Foundation for the Future

I hope to see you at the LSC and/or PTA meetings this year– the first LSC Meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, September 19th beginning at 5:00 P.M. There are so many opportunities for you to get involved
here at Garvy!! See you at Open House on Thursday, September 13th!
Here’s to another outstanding year!

Breakfast and Lunch
A cold breakfast is available, free of charge, for all students as
they enter the building. Breakfast is eaten in the classroom as
teachers complete morning routines.
Hot lunch program is also served daily. Every student is entitled
to a free lunch daily. Students will use a four-digit pin to order
their lunch in the lunchroom. Ordering only milk costs $0.40.
Lunch forms will be sent home at the beginning of the school
year and must be completed by each family. Each family must
have a lunch form on file at school, even if you do not qualify
for free or reduced lunch prices. If your income exceeds the
amount on the form follow these steps:
1) Write family last name
2) Write, “Does Not Apply” across the form
3) Sign Form
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John W. Garvy School
5225 N. Oak Park Ave.
Chicago, IL 60656
773-534-1185
773-534-1124 (fax)

PBIS is an important part of our school and we will continue to implement school
wide expectations throughout the year.
Updates and announcements will appear on this page of the school newsletter.
You will learn which rooms are the “Top Dogs” - those rooms that win the
Golden Bulldog statue- and which school wide expectation is the focus for the
month.
The Bulldog Bazaar will continue to accept tickets earned by students. Any staff
member in the building can acknowledge a student for following the school wide
expectations in our PAWS matrix.
Having pride in our school and doing your best are the corner stones of PBIS
and we are excited to kick off another year of positive recognition for those
students who are exemplifying our school wide expectations.

Which classes
will be the first
to be
“Top Dog” this
school year?

PAWS: Practice Respect—Achieve—Willing to Work—Safe and Secure

Chicago Public Schools
www.garvyschool.org

School Fees 2018
The school fee is $75.00 for students in grades K-6 and $100 for students in grades 7
and 8. Please pay with cash, check (made payable to Garvy School) or you can pay
via the new e-pay option on our website. Once the fee is paid, your child will receive
his/her planner to begin recording homework and communicating with his or her
teacher(s). A large portion of the fee is used to purchase consumable workbooks,
magazines, and supplies for the school year.
Please submit your payment by Friday, September 21, 2018.

Garvy’s Attendance goal is 96%

Garvy’s
Visitor Policy
All visitors are to enter
the building at the Door 7
entrance located on Oak
Park Ave. Sign in at the
front desk and obtain a
visitor’s pass. Proceed
directly to the main office
to announce your
business. All visitors are
to make appointments
ahead of time with
teachers and staff.
Visitors will not be
allowed to interrupt
classroom instruction
without an established
appointment.

Registration is now open for Right at
School's before and after school programs.
This program provides parents a safe,
comfortable, and fun place for their
children before and after school. Led by
nurturing and experienced educators, your
children will complete their homework, and
engage in fitness and enrichment.
The program will run every morning
starting at 7:00am and afternoon until 6
pm. Families will have the option to
register for any number of days per week.
Programs will begin on their first day of
school and run every day that school is in
session.
For families who only need sporadic care,
there is a convenient daily drop-in option
or 10-day punch card available.
Further details can be found at
www.rightatschool.com or 888-2872466.

