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Physics
The students of Physics have been hard at work manipulating equations and solving for
Vector components in the X and Y direction. They have tirelessly solved for theoretical footballs launched
down field at 28 m/s at 38° above the playing field. They have found the time to the peak of the flight pattern,
the total distance traveled, and even how high above the goal post the ball will be at the point of crossing. All
in the name of 2 Dimensional Projectile Motion!

Today they have a new challenge: apply their knowledge of acceleration, mass of projectile, and angle of
trajectory to launch a 16 ounce bag of corn 27 feet (8.23 meters) in a game of corn hole without tossing the bag
by hand. They are building machines so students with disabilities can play corn hole that otherwise may not be
able to make the toss the full distance between the boards. Enter the catapults and cross bows.
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The juniors and seniors used angle of launch and velocity to adjust their throw when playing corn hole outside
on one of the last beautiful fall days. Now they are using the same variables to solve for a much more
meaningful experience – thinking outside the hole – thinking of others.
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Teddy Bear Fund Collection
Mr. Stepanik accompanied Lynne Jaworski, Gabby Schrack, Mya Zemlock and Emily Marshall to Renda
Broadcasting. The Student Council officers were interviewed on the radio, and shared their strategies to raise
$3,500 for the Teddy Bear Fund!

STEM 9
Mrs. Olinger's STEM 9 students were asked by Mrs. Adams to create posters for the Homeless Awareness
Donation Drive. As a Collins Type 3 Writing Assignment, students followed Focus Correction Areas to design
their posters which are currently displayed throughout the school. As they followed the editing process,
students became familiar with the technical writing procedure and resulting professional appearance.

Wildcat Tale
February 2017
Elk’s Regional Hoop Shoop
Congratulations to Macy Sardone, Alania Fabin and Jonah Arone at the Elk's Regional Hoop Shoot, held on
Sunday Jan. 29 at Armstrong Central HS. Macy finished in 2nd place, Alania Fabin finished in 3rd place and
Jonah Arone finished in 4th Place.

Jump Rope for Heart
Homer-Center Elementary will begin their 10th Jump Rope for Heart campaign in February. Homer-Center
Elementary has raised over $77,000.00 for the American Heart Association over the last 9 years.

Health Careers
Health Careers Club continues to pack up our Elementary Power Packs after school twice a month. We
currently pack for 55 students. It is a team effort of the sponsors, club members, our building personnel who
transport it, our elementary guidance who distributes it, and ICAAP. Thanks to all.
Mrs. Karen Sturgeon, an RN at IRMC, was a guest speaker for the Health Careers Club on February 1st. She
shared lots of information and answered questions for the members. She even came in on her day off!

Health Classes
Mr. Rodkey visited the Senior High Health class to share decisions he has made in his life during our decisionmaking unit (this is part of the Bridges decision-making program). Students were encouraged and surprised by
some of his decisions. Great job by Mr. Rodkey!
Anatomy students were given the opportunity to create their own mnemonic for the (12 pairs of) cranial nerves
during our Nervous System unit. I received some very amusing ones! All have been encouraged to have their
blood pressure taken on Feb. 14th as part of the “HUG YOUR HEART” Day. They will just be starting the
Cardiovascular System unit.
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Reality Tour
Eighth Grade Health students are gearing up for our next Reality Tour in Blairsville, to be held March 15th,
2017 for our Homer Center grade 8 students. We are asking that permission slips be turned in by February
28th. We will leave the school around 5:15 p.m. and return at approximately 8:45 pm.

American History 11 – Ms. Bruno’s students just completed studying the Kennedy years. Students were
particularly interested in analyzing the events that surrounded the assassination & possible conspiracies.

APUSH (AP US History) – Students are just starting the unit on WWII in Ms. Bruno’s class. A big THANK
YOU goes out to Mr. Sutter for providing us with a ration book. Students were able to physically hold this
amazing piece of history as we discussed the government’s rationing policy & how it contributed to the war
effort.
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Current Events – Ms. Bruno’s students have been following the political arena closely. Just recently, we
watched & then discussed the following:
 President Obama’s awarding of the Medal of Freedom to VP Biden
 Transfer of power from Pres Obama to Pres Trump
 The Inauguration Ceremonies
 The Bernie Sanders/Ted Cruz Debate on the Affordable Care Act & healthcare
Daily, students introduce topics of interest which we then research & discuss; they summarize the issues in their
personal journals

Nearpod for Educators
Mrs. Adams and Mrs. Cook provided in-service training for the high school teachers on Friday February 10th.
After attending training at ARIN, featuring the use Nearpod, Mrs. Adams and Mrs. Cook decided it would be a
great tool to share with other teachers. Nearpod is an online interface that allows teachers to create
presentations with embedded video and multimedia, poll and quiz questions, collaboration and drawing
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activities and many other features. Students are issued a “Join” code, by the teacher, to join the presentation.
Students can use laptops, chromebooks, tablets or cell phones. The presentation can be launched “live session”
or “student-paced” based on the needs of the class. Nearpod provides teachers instant formative assessment
feedback. The teacher is also able to run reports of questions asked during the presentation. This is invaluable
in driving instruction. Nearpod also helps the teacher to monitor what the students are doing, ensuring that they
are on task. Nearpod offers a limited version, for free. They have several levels of pricing, which provide
teachers with different levels of storage and access to materials.

March is Red Cross Month
Health Careers Club will sponsor a blood drive in March. The drive will be on Friday March 10th in the gym
from 8:00am-1:30pm. To schedule an appointment, call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit www.redcrossblood.org
and enter HCHS.

Students Shadow at ICTC
ICTC Shadow day for those students seriously considering applying to ICTC was held on January 31st. Miss
Buffone accompanied 49 students to ICTC for Shadow Day. Each student spent the morning shadowing their
top two shop areas at the ICTC. At the conclusion of the shadowing experience the students met with ICTC
faculty to make application to attend ICTC next year, if that’s the educational choice they’re selecting for the
2017-18 school year. The Counselors, Mr. Rainey and the ICTC Counselors and Principal will meet next month
to go over enrollment details for those students who applied to attend ICTC.
Chapter 339- DONE and DONE!
The Counseling Department just completed a year-long process of writing our Counseling for Career Success
Curriculum under the Chapter 339 guidelines. We are excited to present this information to Dr. Koren, Mrs.
Smith, Mr. Rainey and Mr. Stofa at the ICTC on February 22nd. We are also hoping to present our plan to the HC Board of School Directors in April. We’re excited to get started on the career and work standard based
initiatives that are outlined in the plan. Overall, we think the development of this plan has helped us to move
from a focus on mental health services to one that focuses more on helping every student forge a successful
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future. Thank you all for the time you allowed us to have to attend the 5 workshops held at the ICTC over the
past 12 months. These workshops were informative and helped us to develop a strong plan. We believe there
will be a great return on the investment for each of our students.

4th Grade Breakout!
With encouragement and collaboration with high school teacher, Mrs. Christine Yurky, Mrs. Shoup’s 4th grade
homeroom students recently enjoyed an experience using Breakout EDU. Breakout EDU games are teacher
created experiences that teach critical thinking, teamwork, and complex problem solving. A basic description
of this platform includes a scenario where something is locked in one or two boxes using multiple locks
including 3 and 4- digit number locks, word locks, directional locks, and traditional key locks. Clues leading to
the solutions for each type of lock are hidden throughout the classroom and a timer with suspenseful music
counts down the minutes on the large screen. Students must work together to put pieces of the puzzles together.
When the final lock is removed from the hasp, students are rewarded with a small prize.

This Breakout EDU game was developed as reinforcement for filling the classroom (School-Wide Behavior
Plan’s) paw chart. The four parts of the pledge (“Responsibility is the key, to take ownership of me, my attitude
is positive, respect to all is what I’ll give”) were used as the foundation of the clues. For example, a sign was
posted in the room with “Responsibility is the key” where “key” was spelled with Scrabble letters. A Scrabble
Dictionary was located near the sign. The word “key” was highlighted on page 278 and that page number (2-78) opened one of the three digit locks on a small case leading to a black light flashlight and the key to an
ordinary lock. The black light flashlight illuminated hidden messages leading to more clues for other locks.
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After solving some riddles involving addition, ordered pairs, and word puzzles, the students made their way
through all the locks to reveal their reward. In this experience, each child was given a free homework pass and
a pack of Smarties.

The Breakout EDU game format offers ready-made online scenarios designed for all subject areas and age
groups including grownups. The children were super motivated and engaged throughout the experience and
they are already thinking of ways to design their own clues for a future experience to reinforce our current
learning. It was great fun to watch the children work together with so much enthusiasm and pride in their
success.

Breakfast Book Club February Meeting

Fifth and sixth grade students in Breakfast Book Club met on February 8th to discuss Everything on a Waffle by
Polly Horvath. All members enjoyed a breakfast consisting of waffles with a variety of toppings such as ice
cream, fruit, sprinkles, whipped cream, syrup, and marshmallows, just to name a few. Students are now
reading The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins for the March 8th meeting.
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Elementary Music: Recorder Karate in 3rd grade!
Every year, the 3rd grade students get to learn a new instrument: The Recorder!!! By learning the
recorder, students combine note and rhythm reading together and create music all together.
The Recorder Karate program that we use allows students to earn different colored belts that correspond with
the level of difficulty for each song. Once earned, the students tie the belts onto the bottom of their recorders
and are able to move onto the next song. So far, the students have learned (and mastered) three notes: B, A, and
G. With just these three notes, they can play songs like “Hot Cross Buns” “Mary Had a Little Lamb” and
“Gently Sleep.” All 3rd grade students have their white, yellow and orange belts! This month we are learning
our green belt note, E, which requires the kids to use fingers on both of their hands! Hopefully by the end of the
school year the majority of students will have a black belt tied around their recorders!
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Snowy Day!
Why snow delays? The early morning commute can be tough when the flakes fly over night! This wintery
landscape was submitted by a faculty member on the way to school, on the morning of February 9th.
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