NEW HIGH SCHOOL GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY
The Central Unified Board
of Trustees, Superintendent
Andrew Alvarado, Congressman
Jim Costa, Assemblymen Jim Patterson and Dr. Joaquin Arambula, Fresno City Councilmembers
Esmeralda Soria and Miguel
Arias, and Fresno County Superintendent Jim Yovino all participate in the first official dig at the
Groundbreaking Ceremony, June
29, 2019. The construction will
take approximately 24 months
with a projected opening of
August 2021.

CENTRAL UNIFIED ROLLS
OUT NEW COMMUNICATION
PLATFORM
Central Unified is excited to announce the implementation of a
new communication platform for
the 2019-2020 school year!
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provide an efficient and safer communication experience for everyone involved. Some of the features
include:
« Mass notifications and urgent
alerts with two-way communication

By this time, every parent should
have received a message to join
and create an account with ParentSquare. ParentSquare is replacing Blackboard Connect as the
primary communication tool to
share important, urgent, and vital
information with our faculty, students, parents, and stakeholders.

« Mobile apps for administrators and parents

ParentSquare offers a multitude of
tools which will allow our district,
school administrators, and teachers to more effectively communicate with families and students.
All of these tools are designed to

« Calendar and RSVP

« Attendance notifications
« Teacher and classroom notification
« Direct messaging and chat
with two-way translation
« Forms and permission slips
« And a whole lot more!
When parents sign up for ParentSquare, they will receive an
activation email for their account.

Those who decide not to sign
up will still receive text, email,
and phone notifications. When
parents create an account, they
can become more actively involved in communication by appreciating posts, viewing photos,
leaving comments and managing
their communication preferences.
Parents will also be able to view
posts that are addressed to the
school and any groups or classes
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that they or their child belongs to.
Parents do not see posts for classes
or groups that they don’t belong to.
We know that this will be a big
change for everyone involved
in our district. Based on Parentsquare’s overwhelming success
in and positive recommendations
from other districts, we’re confident
Parentsquare will be beneficial for
everyone involved and increase
our community engagement.

559-274-4700

www.centralunified.org

WELCOME TO THE 20192020 SCHOOL YEAR!

I am very excited about the progress our students continue to make
in and out of the classroom and my
During my first year as your superhope is that it will carry over into
intendent, I was overwhelmed by the 2019-2020 school year.
the dedication of our teachers and
Last year, our students and staff
staff towards ensuring that our stureceived accolades in academics,
dents receive the best possible ed- athletics, visual and performing
ucational experience in and out of arts. There’s no doubt they will
the classroom. As for the students, build upon that excellent founI could clearly tell how excited they dation and continue impressing
were about the many ways they the Central Valley with their many
learned in the classroom and from strengths and talents. We will be
featuring many of their future acour diverse co-curricular activities.
complishments in our December
issue of the Grapevine.
For this new school year, I’m
excited to let you know about some
of the anticipated changes that are
taking place in our district. On June
29, our Board of Trustees, district
personnel, students, parents, dignitaries and community members
joined us in a Groundbreaking
Ceremony for our new high
school. The high school will
take approximately two
years to complete and the
expected opening is August
2021. When it opens, it will

As we embark on another school
year, I look forward to what lies
ahead of us. I know our staff will
all bring the same hard work and
dedication that I witnessed last
year. Our Central Unified students
are entitled to the best possible
education, and with your support,
Based on the success and sig- we can give that to them.
nificant gains made after we imI encourage you to visit our
plemented pilot reading labs at website, www.centralunified.org,
several of our school sites, all of and your ParentSquare app
our elementary and middle schools throughout the course of the year
will have these reading labs avail- for important information and comable to their students this coming munication related to our district.
year. The labs were featured on Don’t forget to follow us on FaceKSEE24’s Education Matters. We book, Instagram, and Twitter at @
believe these services will continue centralusd for more exciting stories
to improve the reading abilities of and announcements about our
our students, making them more schools and district.
engaged and eager to learn.
With your help and support, we
On August 8, we will have a will continue to be “Better Togethribbon cutting event on the new er” as we embark on this year’s
facility for Hanh Phan Tilley Ele- theme, “Building on the Best!”
mentary. This new site provides the
Thank you for the opportunity to
latest in architectural design that is
serve
you all and again, welcome
both functional and aesthetically
to
2019-20!
beautiful. Both the Tilley families
and staff have been excited to see SUPERINTENDENT
this new site come to completion. ANDREW G. ALVARADO
provide our faculty, students, and
staff with a state-of-the-art facility
to enhance the learning environment. That time will be here before
we know it and we’ll soon be
planning the grand opening of this
unique crown jewel in the Central
Valley!

GOOD HABITS
FOR THE NEW YEAR
Summer is the time when children
stay up late reading, playing video
games, going on out-of-town trips,
and spending time with friends and
family. Now that a new school year
is upon us, it is time to start altering
your family’s daily and nightly routines to make sure your child gets
enough sleep prior to the first week
of school. Developing a new, nightly
routine two weeks prior to the first
day of school will give them ample
time to practice these new habits
before they adopt them into their
daily schedule.

SOCIAL MEDIA BEST PRACTICES AND
AWARENESS ARE STRONGLY
ENCOURAGED
Social media has become one of the most powerful communication tools in our society. Unfortunately, the misuse of this powerful tool or negative patterns of digital behavior have resulted in
harmful and disastrous consequences for adults
and children alike.
Users are increasingly using social media as a
personal weapon to attack others for the purposes of shaming, bullying, threatening, and intimidating. And for our young people in general, this
type of digital behavior has led to a cavalcade of
problems including severe legal and civil issues,
or worse.
If a student sends or posts a real or hoax threat
on social media, this is a violation of Penal Code
Section 422, which is defined as a criminal threat
when a person specifically threatens to kill or
inflict great bodily injury verbally, electronically, or
in writing, and the victim experiences sustained
fear for their safety or for the safety of his or her
immediate family. Both the school district and law
enforcement respond to all threats as dangerous.
When caught, the perpetrators of sexting, cyberbullying or threats often face school suspension
or expulsion as well as a criminal misdemeanor
or felony charges. A student can face up to five
years in prison for a hoax threat alone. A misdemeanor or a felony charge can result in a loss of a
scholarship, college acceptance, job offers, or the
opportunity to serve in the military.
The biggest challenge for us as parents and educators is to inform students about responsible
digital citizenship and how to avoid harmful en-

gagement on social media.
In Central Unified, we believe social media
awareness is a critical component for prevention
of lifelong consequences. We presented social
media best practices presentations to our teachers, staff, and high school parents to educate
them about recommended practices, behavior to avoid and the latest trends in apps. We
will be offering similar presentations as well as
thought-provoking and educational videos for our
students and parents district-wide for the 20192020 school year.
One of the resources Central Unified highly
recommends is Common Sense Media.org, a
website designed for parents and educators on
the changes in technology and social media
trends. This website offers articles and resources
about social media awareness as well as other
forms of digital communication. Connectsafely.org
and staysafeonline.org are other excellent online
resources parents can utilize to become familiar
with the risks involved with social media.
Parents should also consider using www.bark.
us. Bark’s affordable, award-winning service proactively monitors text messages, YouTube, emails,
and nearly 24 different social networks for potential safety concerns, so busy parents can save
time and gain peace of mind. When parents set
up accounts for their kids, they receive an email
notification when their child has sent or received
anything inappropriate.
Social media and digital communication are
here to stay, and if we work together, we can
improve digital citizenship and ensure social
media and digital communication are safe and
reliable for all!

Another aspect that is crucial to
the success of your child in school
is nutrition. During the summer, our
kids’ nutrition schedule changes
because they stay up later than
normal and they choose to omit
healthy foods from their menu in
favor of junk food and other various
feel-good treats. With school starting up again, we want to make
sure your kids are well-nourished.
Here are some recommended nutrition tips for getting your kids back

on a proper feeding schedule:

occur throughout the school year.

• Build in time each morning for
your child to have breakfast.

• It is also important to build
a schedule for your child that includes when they will fit in their
homework and practice skills
they’ve learned. In planning your
child’s learning schedule, we recommend the following:

• Consider making a plan with
your child that covers what they
will eat for the first week.
• We know a new school can be
very stressful for many students. To
help ensure that you and your child
are comfortable with their new surroundings, here are some helpful
reminders:
• Reduce the stress and anxiety
by taking your child to visit their
new school right before the first
day starts.
• Visit the main office and introduce yourselves to some of the
staff. Ask if you can walk the school
grounds and show your child where
their new classroom might be. This
can help build a sense of familiarity
with your child’s new school.
• Spend time with your child visiting the website of their new school.
They can find information related to
staff, school events, activities, and
various other routines that will

•

Plan out time for homework,
chores, rest, and relaxation.

• Make copies of the plan and
have it posted in a prominent place
so that your family can reference it
throughout the year.
•

Create a relaxing study space

ATTENTION 2 ATTENDANCE
CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF IN
CENTRAL UNIFIED
Attendance is the most integral
part of student success in school.
If a child misses a single day, he
or she can lose confidence in the
classroom and fall behind with the
curriculum. This can lead to more
time missed in the future.
Last year, the district reported an
attendance rate of just over 95
percent with a chronic absentee
rate of 13.4 percent. Superintendent Andrew G. Alvarado wants to
bring attendance up to 97 percent,
and reduce the absentee rate to
12.5 percent.
“The research is very clear when
it comes to attendance, especially
for learners,” said Alvarado. “Kids
in kindergarten who are frequently
absent are less likely to read proficiently by the third grade and are
more likely to be held back. By the
fifth grade, absenteeism is a critical
indicator for high school graduation.”

free from any distractions. This might
involve straightening up a desk or
cleaning a designated area and
stocking it with supplies to help your
child complete his/her homework.
We look forward to welcoming
you and your child to the new
school year. Mark your calendar
and plan to attend Back to School
Night at your child’s respective
school site. By visiting your child’s
class and learning about the routines and activities at the school,
you are sending an incredibly powerful message that education is important and valued in your home.
This year, Central Unified will
implement the Attention 2 Attendance campaign, a grassroots
communication effort that utilizes a new, web-based attendance
management system to give us
better data on student attendance
patterns. Under this program, district and school administrators and
teachers, will be able to more accurately keep track of students’ attendance. This also means parents
will receive more communication
from the district about their children
missing school.
The goal of this campaign is to
keep parents informed of their
child’s attendance and to let them
know Central Unified takes this
issue very seriously.
The district is committed to
helping our students succeed in
and out of the classroom. If your
children aren’t present at school,
they cannot take advantage of the
educational services we provide
them in our district. With your assistance, we can make this happen!

