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County Spelling Bee
Three 6th grade students, Gabi Page, Michaela
Catalano, and Brooklynn Neal represented HomerCenter Elementary School in this year’s annual
Indiana County Principal’s Spelling Bee on May 10th
at Saltsburg Jr./Sr. High School. Out of 36 spellers
from area schools, Gabi and Brooklynn were both
“top 10” finalists. We are proud of all three of our
spellers!

stronger career guidance program for the students
at Homer-Center.

Counseling for Career Success Advisory Committee
Members 2016-17
Students:
Josh Elkin (Grade 6)
Drew Kochman (Grade 8)
Maggie Arone (Grade 10)
Mya Zemlock (Grade 12)
Parents:
Mike Arone
Christine Kochman
Diann Overman
Educators:
Tina Bruno
Tammy Buffone
Kristin Curci
Kara Gardner
Dr. Charles Koren
Joe Kotelnicki
Jody Rainey
Katelin Stossel

School Board &
Community Member:
Jim McLoughlin
Community Members:
Josh Gardner
Bob Piccirillo
Business Members:
Tony Strini, Local Industry
Jim Struzzi, Chamber of
Commerce President
Post-Secondary Members:
Nicole Carrera, IUP
Associate Director of
Admissions
Grace Thatchik,
Admissions Director,
WCCC- Indiana Branch

Counseling for Career Success
Committee Formed
We are happy to announce the newly formed
“Counseling for Career Success Advisory
Committee” which will meet two times during the
2016-17 school year. The committee will be tasked
with reviewing our School Counseling programming
efforts and making recommendations regarding
student and community needs related to
postsecondary and career planning. The Guidance
Department is thankful to the members (listed
below) for agreeing to give up their time to serve
on this committee. Together we will brainstorm
and network with one another in order to build a

Civics Guest Speakers
During this last quarter, Ms. Bruno’s Civics 9
students were privileged to experience four
separate presentations regarding local
government from the following speakers:
Homer City Borough Manager, Rob Nymick
Center Township Supervisor, John Bertolino
Homer City Mayor, Cal Cicconi
PSP Public Information Officer, Tpr. Clifford
Greenfield
Presentations included how they are
elected/appointed/hired, budgets (tax/grant
revenue vs. spending), area construction, local
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laws & how they impact our community,
collaborative efforts between the borough &
township, water/sewage/roadway issues,
liability/responsibility & civic involvement. The
students wrote formal letters of appreciation to
each speaker, detailing specific matters that they
learned or that they found interesting. We
would like to thank these folks for making time in
their schedules to educate our students.

High School Field Day Fundraiser
Pay to Play! Support the elementary playground
project! A committee of teachers at the high
school are working together to plan an afternoon
of fun for the high school. For a donation of $2 (for
the elementary playground project), students are
able to choose activities such as volleyball, ping
pong, Wii video games, can jam, kickball, paint
party, movies, softball and many more. We also
have a service project wrapped into the event. The
“Welcome to Homer City” planter will be repainted
by Mr. Wyant’s art classes. The structure of the
planter will be rehabbed by Mr. Sutter and his
team. Dr. Koren has procured funds from S&T
Bank to mulch and plant flowers. On Field Day,
students will do the mulching and planting. Please
check it out!

In addition, Mr. Misko and the Life Skills students
will run a concession stand for all students during
Field Day. They will offer milkshakes, drinks and
many other goodies. It will truly be a united effort!
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SWEET MOTIVATIONS

making processes. Students had fun learning about
this fascinating occupation!

Sixth grade students were treated to a “sweet”
testing motivator each day of the Language Arts
and Mathematics PSSA test. The items that they
received included the following phrases:








“You’re one smart COOKIE!”
“You’re a SMARTIE pants!”
“We’re bursting with appreciation
for your STAR effort!”
“It’s time to CRUNCH numbers!”
“You’re on a ROLL!”
“BLOW the test out of the water!”
“Testing is o-FISH-ally over!”

Mark Your Calendars!
Third Grade is Buzzing with Fun
Third grade students have been recently studying
plant life and development. Students took a deeper
look into the life of a honeybee and also used the
bees in the pollination of their plants. As a
culminating activity to the unit, students were
visited by a local beekeeper. Bill Stancombe from
Shelocta shared his expertise of honeybees
including tools used in the beekeeping and honey

HC Baseball team got the #3 seed in the District 6
Single A baseball Tournament. They will play a
home playoff game on Monday May 23rd at 4
pm vs the winner of today's game vs ClaysburgKimmel and Williamsburg.
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Project Fit America Hula Thon
at HC Elementary

2016 Hula Thon Result
8 Hours Ayanna Elliott
7 Hours Julia King
6 Hours: Mariah Strong, Alexis Martin, Alyana
Mack
Top 3rd grade Time
Boys: Dan Jone 2 hrs 53 minutes
Girls: Averie Budner 3 hrs
Top 4th grade Time
Boys: Landon Hill 1 hr 10 min
Girls: Macayla Fairbanks 3 hrs 53 minutes
Top 5th grade Time
Boys: Ryan Jackson 4 hrs 30 minutes
Girls: Julia King 7 Hrs
Top 6th grade Time
Boys: Anthony Rowland 4 Hrs
Girls: Ayanna Elliott 8 hours

Math 24 Challenge

On May 16, 2016 six Homer-Center students
represented our district at the Math 24 Challenge
Competition held at ARIN. Fourth graders: David
Eastman, Lucas Hurd and Nicky Todd along with
fifth graders: Annleigh Spade, Justley Sharp and
Megan Steffey competed again fourth and fifth
graders from many of the schools in the Indiana –
Armstrong area. Annaleigh made it as far as the
semi-final round and David and Lucas made it to
the final round. David placed second in the
competition and Lucas placed third. Both David
and Lucas qualified for the state competition that
will be held in June. Congratulations to all the
participants and especially to our medal winners!
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National Secretaries Week and
School Nurse Week
TADD - Teens Against Destructive Decisions
sponsored National Secretaries Week April 25-29
honoring 3 Elementary Secretaries (Patty Iezzi, Sue
Snyder, Bev Kundla) and 4 High School Secretaries
(Carie Cavalier, Erin Collins, Sharon Mechling,
Rhonda Smyers) for their service to students,
faculty and staff. A large banner, with an original
poem written by Sierra Banks, was displayed in the
entrance of both buildings. Each secretary then
received a sugar cookie arrangement garnished
with tissue flowers, stars and a tiara; along with
this sweet treat each secretary received several
cards with hundreds of signatures from students.

Two weeks, later TADD sponsored National School
Nurse Week May 9-13 honoring Patti Pavolko from
the elementary and Lisa Golec from the high
school. Along with two large entrance banners,
both nurses were honored with character drawings
by Sierra Banks and Abi Barenick. During the week,
special announcements were made for both hard
working and dedicated nurses.
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Homer City Public Library
On Monday, May 16 the First Graders took a
walking field trip to the Homer City Public library to
promote the summer reading program and
community involvement.
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After School Test Prep

Homer-Center Indoor Colorguard Wins
Region 11 Championship!

In April and May, Mrs. Cook offered her students
after-school study sessions geared toward the 8th
grade Math PSSA and the Algebra Keystone exam.
Sessions were well attended by students. Mrs.
Adams also offered after-school review sessions for
the Biology Keystone exam.
Spring is a difficult time for test preparation, with
students involved in sports and other extracurricular activities. Mrs. Cook and Mrs. Adams
appreciated students staying after school to
review.

Mathletes!
On Friday the 13th of May, Ms. Mazur took 10
students from grades 9-12 to compete in the 53rd
Annual IUP Mathematics Competition. These
students spent the day taking a challenging, high
level, 50-question math test that included many
areas of mathematics. They recorded very
respectable scores against the 172 participating
students, from 24 different schools. Thank you to
these 10 students for your efforts and interest in
Math!

The Homer-Center Indoor Colorguard won the
2016 Region 11 Championship on Saturday April,
23rd. This is only their second year as a competitive
unit. The students worked countless hours from
December on and have now brought another
championship group back to Homer-Center. The
students continued pushing hard all the way to
Wildwood and brought home 4th place overall at
the Atlantic Coast Championship and scored their
highest score in school history.

Above is a photo of the colorguard performing in
their first ever finals competition.
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Homer-Center Nuclear Percussion Wins
Atlantic Coast Championship!

The indoor percussion won the TIA Atlantic Coast
Championship in Wildwood, NJ. The group worked
countless hours in terrible weather to be sure that
they put their best on the floor for finals and boy
did they ever. They learned an entirely new ending
for the show at Wildwood and after all of the dust
had settled Homer-Center walked out of the
convention center as the new TIA Atlantic Coast
Percussion Champions with a score of 90.05! This is
the first Atlantic Coast Championship in school
history and this group will only be graduating 3
seniors going into next year. We are already
looking forward to another great season.

Here is a photo of our group creatively rehearsing
in the rain. The band parents got creative and
created a make shift canopy for us to rehearse
under.

And after the rain had finished, we continued
canopy free for the rest of the day. Below is a
photo of the group rehearsing late into the night.
We took advantage of every moment that we
could.

Above is a photo of our annual formal night that
we hold at Little Italy's Restaurant in Wildwood. It’s
our one time a year that we gather as a full indoor
organization formally to share stories and
recognize our departing seniors.
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The rehearsals didn’t stop there. The following
series of photos are just a few of the many hours
that the group spent outside rehearsing. You will
see that we took over a parking lot and turned it
into our rehearsal complex (all with permission of
course).

We hope that this article and the photos help to
give insight into what exactly this crazy thing we
call indoor is. The students pour countless hours
and endless effort into this crazy activity and it is
really starting to pay off. We all thank you for the
support of our programs and look forward to many
years of continued success.
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Child Development Books

The Child Development classes (which work with
the children in Rainbow Room) wrote children’s
books for their final project. Above are just a few
of the books. The students put a lot of hard work,
effort and creativity into the project.

The final issue for the 2015-2016 issue of Wildcat
Tales is dedicated in memory of Kai Hrabovsky,
who will be deeply missed by his friends and
teachers at Homer-Center.

March 29, 2000 – May 14, 2016

